
2014 FFA Planning Committee Meeting 
November 4, 2014 

 

Attendees: Milton Nautush, Pat Natush, Dustyn Nelson, Elena Hovagimian, Norm Hammond, Janet 
Hammond,  Karen Hutchison, Jim Pomeroy,  Andrew Zadora, Dave Hobson, Dr Ken Parker, Mr Harrison 
Griffin, and Harold Mackin 

Meeting called to order – 9:34am 

Secretary’s Report – skipped 

Treasurer’s Report – Dr Parker – reported.  Discussion regarding the Zoetis Vet Sci award. Half of the 
funds are remaining at $300. Motion Approved. Norm Hammond Move Pat Second.  

Communications if any 

Reports – 
Donna Woolam – The Big E – Thank you on FFA CDE timeline is continuing for Superintendents. Bus 
passes it is important that they get in prior to the date of your arrival. Agriscience Fair was a nice 
addition. ESE is planning to continue its support. See attached report for complete. 

National FFA Report – Karen Hutchison – Attended her first Big E as a National Officer.  Was glad to 
Judge and would be willing to judge any of the necessary events. Will continue to spread the word in 
regards to National and the ESE’s programming. 

Big E Coordinators Report – Milton Natush – Large change over in personnel. It is a challenge to find out 
who is in charge of the state. Kentucky was represented for the first time ever. State Officers – should be 
used efficiently.  Superintendents need to know that State officers are to be utilized and put to good 
use. 

Judges – we work hard to get the superintendents to submit them so we can get them paid. 

FFA work Day – Only one chapter participates.  We need more participation.  

Superintendents Dinner the Italian Tent is too loud.  Suggest moving back to the Tavern. Donna 
mentioned that there are several other venues that might work for this event. 

Dr Parker and Harrison met with Circus folk ahead of time; this seemed to make the event go very 
smoothly. 

Events seem to be comparable in terms of participation.  

Expense is becoming an increasing factor in their participation. 



CDE Superintendents Report 

Floriculture Combine with Nursery Landscape in the Barns to use extra space 

Job Interview – Fine per Dave Hobson 

Creed - Janet Hammond – Liked the Sheraton – missed to the audience 

Safe Tractor – Jim and Andrew – Believed the contest went well. Participants were well prepared.  
Ended at 1pm. Supplies and items were prepared and provided by Jim and Andrew’s school. Thank you 
to the ESE Maintenance Dept and Stanton Equipment.  

Agriscience – Harold Makin – 18 participants and 11 judges.  Corny and all the Farm-A-Rama staff are to 
be commended.  All the hustle and bustle did not seem to be a bother to the participants.  

Stars Program Report - Delivered by Harold Makin – Event went really well. One participant arrived late 
due to flight problems.  Numbers were up.  Dr Parker stated the program is on target in terms of money 
from Farm Credit. Donna mentioned that Jim Putnam enjoys being a sponsor of the event. Harrison 
changed the pageant and awards program, by making it part of the circus. It was the best pageant we 
have had in a number of years. 

Awards Banquet – Officers need to realize that they will not be able to participate in the parade.  Need 
to find an assistant for Norm as he will be retiring in 2015. 

Landscape and Floral Design – Keep picking themes three years out. It was noted that they would like to 
go back to 6 teams. Donna will have a decision by January 1. 

Floral Design – problem is getting all the addresses for all the participants. Need to make sure that we 
have completed entry forms.  They were down in floral entries this year.  Several came in at the last 
minute. Donna proposed implementing a policy for picking up floral designs. 

Judging Card - we currently do not pay for this service.  In the future we may need to pay for this. It was 
verified that it is beneficial. It is meeting Milton’s needs, the Ag Office’s needs along with State 
Coordinator’s and Superintendents.  We would like to extend a thank you to Russell and the Crew at 
Judgingcard.com.  We need to review the waiver form to allow for easier match up on the 
judgingcard.com system. 

Old Business 
Agriscience Fair – Would like to have signs that state judging in progress. Some problem with the public, 
but that is part of being at the Fair. 

Clarifying Dairy Handlers Results – This is an individual event.  Allowed to have 4 participants per state 
the top individual will count towards sweepstakes.  



New Business 
Replacement of CDE Superintendents – Several spots need to be filled.  Ag Mechanics is in need of 
another individual.  Several events need assistants. The concern is that if one person cannot attend and 
who will assume the role if someone is unable to attend. Milton will get information in regards to 
contact information. Norm is looking for a replacement. Milton will put together an email that will go 
across states to find help. 

Adding Food Science CDE – pilot - Someone is willing to oversee this event.  This would follow the 
National FFA rules. This explores into Sanitation and Creating a product, packaging, etc. Producing food 
from start to finish. Would like to have it on Saturday.  Donna and Elena will evaluate the space, and 
needs requirements and PJ Adams and put it through as a pilot for 2015.  Motion of ESE to looking at 
Pilot for Food Science – Pat Natush. Norm Hammond Second. Passed unanimously.  

Equipment expenditure for Forestry ID Tools – Dustyn made a motion of up to $1000 for approval by 
list of Milton. Second by Pat Natusch. Norm Hammond Moved to table the motion upon further 
investigation by Milton.  

Selection of Theme for 2017 (Landscape and Floral Design) Dustyn posed the idea of deer resistant for 
landscape and Art Deco for Floral Design. Dustyn Nelson Moved to have Fall Harvest Time with a 
modern interpretation for Floral Display. Pat Natush seconded.  Dustyn moved for deer resistant.  Norm 
Hammond Second. Both unanimously voted.    

Evaluate the purpose of the FFA Demonstration Booth – needs to reflect the current programming of 
FFA Demonstration booth. Several ideas were posed.  It was discussed to bring in FFA Alumni along with 
Current Students. Harrison moved to have a committee to redesign the demonstration process. Second 
by Andrew.  Dustyn Nelson, Harrison Griffin, Pat Natusch, Corny Jacquier, Elena Hovagimian and Harold 
Mackin comprise the committee. 

Establishing Criteria for Food @ Tractor Contest – This is a thank you luncheon. Lunch is at 1:30. ESE is 
willing to provide a box lunch for the 10 – 15 judges.  

Reviewing Comments for Superintendents - Milton would be working on in January.  

 

Election of Officers for 2014-15 – Norm motioned to retain.  Janet second. Unanimously passed 

Next Meeting Date – November 10, 2015. Time TBD.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 12:05 AM.   
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