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2012 August 27  “Ford Replaces Chevy at the Hendrum Fire Department – 

 Hendrum Fire Chief, Jeff Johnson, is standing next to the 2008 Ford F350 they 
recently purchased to replace their 1984 Chevy Truck.  The cost of the truck with a box 
was a little over $30,000.  The funds for the truck were raised at Hendrum’s annual steak 
dinner and from contributions given by local farmers and businessmen.” 
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2012 September 24  “Halstad Fire Department Training – “ 
 

 
“A car was made available to the Halstad Fire Department for their monthly training by Charles 
Aarestad, a member of the department.” 
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“Fire Chief Todd Westcott is using a hydraulic Jaws of Life tool to remove the driver’s door.” 
 
2012 October 22  “National Fire Prevention Week – 

 The NCW third graders (pictured) were invited to the Shelly Fire Department on 
October 11th.  They were greeted by Fire Chief Todd Siemieniewski (pictured) and a 
volunteer firefighter Gene Dybing.  Chief Siemieniewski explained how each truck is used 
infighting fires.  He also answered many questions that the students had about the work 
that he does and the clothing and equipment used by firefighters.  Each student received a 
Jr. firefighter shirt, a fire hat, and a fire safety booklet.  Students also worked at home with 
their parents to develop home fire escape plans.  The students will write letters to their local 
fire departments to show their appreciation. (Picture by Carol Lokken)” (Halstad’s Valley 
Journal, October 22, 2012) 
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2012 October 22  “Norman County Sheriff’s Report September 2012 – 

09-19-12 – Responded to a possible arson grass fire in Lee Township.” (Halstad’s Valley 
Journal, October 22, 2012) 
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2013 
 
2013 January 4  Triple Crown Grain Elevator 
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2012 January 14  “Fire Destroys Grain Elevator in Ada – “ 
 

 
“Norman County fire departments plus Crookston, Mahnomen and Moorhead working to douse 
the flames of the Triple Crown grain elevator in Ada on Thursday evening. (Photo by Halstad Fire 
Department.)” 

 
“The elevator’s massive flames behind KRJB Radio station in Ada. (Photo by Sara Nelson.)” 
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“Firemen still at work on Friday watering the smouldering flames and watching for hot spots.” 

 
“The new elevator addition was saved but does have water and water damage.” 
 
2013 May 13   “Norman County Sheriff’s Office Sheriff’s Report, March 2013 – 

03-03-13 – Responded to a structure fire in Flom Township.” (Halstad’s Valley Journal, 
May 13, 2013) 

 
2013 May 27   “Perley/ Lee Township Fire and Rescue Auto Extrication Class –  

 The Perley/ Lee Township Fire and Rescue had an Auto Extrication Class on May 
18th.  The class was taught by Joe Svir from the M.S.T.C.” (Halstad’s Valley Journal, May 
27, 2013) 
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2013 June 13   “Fire at Kasey Hegreberg Residence in Perley – 
 On Thursday June 13th, at approximately 1:30 p.m., departments from Ada/ Borup, 
Halstad, Hendrum and Perley responded quickly to a fire at the Kasey Hegreberg residence 
in Perley.  Because of their quick response, the garage was totaled but his home was saved.  
Kasey would like to thank all of the fire departments that responded to the call.” (Halstad’s 
Valley Journal, June 24, 2013) 

 
 
 
2013 June 18   “Halstad Firemen Participate in Water Rescue Training – 

 Members of the Halstad Fire Department participated in water rescue training near 
the Halstad boat landing on Saturday, June 18th.  The training was provided by Rick 
Loveland of the Moorhead Fire Department.  The Halstad Fire Department has two water 
rescue suits and Rick brought additional gear so more firefighters could be in the water at 
once. (Photos by the Halstad Fire Department.) (Halstad’s Valley Journal, June 24, 2013) 
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2013 August 17  “Mock Car Accident at Hendrum’s National Night Out” (Halstad’s 
Valley Journal, August 17, 2013) 
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2013 September 9  “Home Consumed by Fire – 

 The Norman County Sheriff’s Department relayed that there was a house fire in 
Ada around 11 p.m., Sunday night at 207 Jamison Drive, in Ada, MN.  No one was hurt 
and a cause has not yet been determined. 
 The house in Ada is a total loss after the fire department consumed it Sunday night.  
Fire departments from Ada, Borup and Halstad responded to the call.  The fire spread 
quickly and firefighters were on the scene until 6 a.m. Monday morning.  The origin of the 
fire is still under investigation.  The homeowner, Brock Robinson, was in Fargo when the 
fire started and was back in time to see it being put out.” (Halstad’s Valley Journal, 
September 9, 2013) 
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2013 October 28  “NCW Elementary Third Grade Class Visits Halstad Fire  

Department – 
 The Norman County West Elementary Third Grade class had the opportunity to 
visit the Halstad Fire Department during Fire Safety Week.  They were welcomed by Todd 
Wescott, Lucas Spaeth, Chad Tice, Bron Lucas, and Tony Wolf, each taking a group and 
touring the department.  Not only did the students have a great time, they also learned about 
fire safety in their own homes, what to do in case of a fire, and the job of being a firefighter.  
T-shirts were also handed out to each student which they were proud to wear.  Thank you, 
Halstad Fire Department, for making this a special day for these NCW third graders.” 
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“Alvin Shail works the hose with the help of Lucas Spaeth.” 
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2013 November 25  Hendrum Fire Department Sponsors Veterans Day Supper for  
Veterans – 
 The Hendrum Fire Department thanked all veterans for their commitment and 
dedication to our country by serving them a free supper at the Hendrum Civic Center.  
There was also a free-will offering from others that attended with the proceeds going to the 
‘Wounded Warrior Project.’ 
 The ‘Wounded Warrior Project’ is for wounded warriors returning from active duty 
around the world.  The most difficult part of homecoming is adapting to the daily 
challenges of everyday life.  The ‘Wounded Warrior Project’ was established to provide 
tangible, practical support for the wounded, helping them to heal both physically and 
mentally. 
 ‘Wounded Warrior’ services don’t end when warriors leave the hospital.  WWP 
Alumni is an avenue for communication, networking, sharing and camaraderie beyond the 
borders of the hospital room.  From educational opportunities to employment assistance 
programs, ‘Wounded Warriors’ are offered access to a range of valuable services. 

  
Helping Wounded Warriors Find Their Way Home.  ‘That’s basically what WWP’s 

about.  It’s just like the symbol, someone carrying someone.’ Wounded Warrior” 
(Halstad’s Valley Journal, November 25, 2013) 

 
 
2014 
 
 
2015 
 
 
2016 
 
 
2017 
 
2017 January 3  The Ada City Council approved a joint powers agreement for the 
Ada and Borup Fire Depts.  This five-year agreement will continue the cooperative effort between 
the two departments that has been ongoing for seven years. 
 
2017 August 22  Eight local fire departments each received $200 from the Norman 
County Soybean Growers to purchase biodiesel for their vehicles. 
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2018 
 
2018 May 20   Fire destroyed the home of Wally and Pat Nyland of Ada.  Marie 
Fingalson’s house received extensive damage.  Fire departments from Borup, Halstad, Hendrum, 
and Twin Valley assisted in fighting the fire. 
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Borup    Halstad 
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 Hendrum     Twin Valley 

    
 Nyland house     Fingalson house 
 
2018 June 26   Essentia Health and the Ada Community were banding together to 
help the Wally Nyland family who lost their house to a fire in May. 
 
2018 October 30  Ada resident Austen Germolus rescued a driver trapped in a burning 
vehicle following a crash on County Road 39 near Borup. 
 

City-Data .com Information: Twin Valley: Fire Incidents, Minnesota 
2002 - 2018 
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2019 
 
2019 February 13  A gas leak at a house in Ada along Thorpe Avenue forced the Ada 
Police Department and the Ada Fire Department to close Thorpe Avenue/ Highway 200 and 
evacuate houses within two blocks of the leak for several hours.   
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2019 October 10 Congratulations to the Ada Fire Department for securing a grant from 
Minnesota Energy!  This $2,800 will be going towards purchasing a gas detector for the City of 
Ada. 
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2020 
 
 
2021 
 
2021 January 26  The Ada Fire Department responded to a vehicle, FEDEX van, fire 
north of Ada. 
 

 
 
2021 April 23 

“Hendrum, MN — On Friday, April 23rd at 11:37pm, the Norman County Sheriff’s 
Office received a report of a possible house fire.  The caller reported that they could see 
smoke coming from the roof of the residence located at 327 Rice Street in Hendrum, MN.  
Firefighters from Hendrum, Halstad, Perley, Shelly, Ada, and Borup along with the Halstad 
Rescue and Norman County Ambulance were dispatched to the location.  The Norman 
County Sheriff’s Office also responded to assist with the incident. 
 

During the investigation, the body of a 66-year-old male, Robert Torkelson, was 
located deceased at the residence.  The decadent was transported to the Norman County 
Medical Examiner, located at the UND Forensic Pathology in Grand Forks.  The Norman 
County Sheriff’s Office and the Minnesota State Fire Marshal’s Office continue to 
investigate the incident. 
 

At this time, the cause of the fire is undetermined.” (R&J Broadcasting) 
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2021 July   July 2021 Issue of “The Promoter”  
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2021 November 16  (Norman County Index) 
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2021 December 11  Structure fire near Borup.  A Borup-area resident obtained a burn 
permit and notified local fire departments of his intent to set fire to a structure.  Neighbors noticed 
the smoke and called in a fire.  The dispatcher notified the Ada and Borup fire departments, who 
responded.  Apparently, the dispatcher was unaware of the planned fire. 
 
2021 December 20  Fire siren in Ada.  Ada Fire Department called to assist Ada Police 
Department with Welfare Check. 
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