
Dear Aksarben Exhibitor, 

We are excited to welcome you to the 2026 Aksarben Stock Show, September 24th through 
27th at Fonner Park in Grand Island, NE. Before you arrive, we wanted to touch base with 
our exhibitors on important items. Please be sure to read this entire letter, as some of our 
processes have changed since last year. 

Before Aksarben: 

Before you head off to Grand Island you’ll need to be aware of our Health Requirements. 
Please keep in mind for out-of-state exhibitors you will need to present a Certificate of 
Veterinary Inspection (CVI) that was issued within 30 days of your arrival. You have the 
option of bringing a paper copy or an electronic version. If electronic please email to 
nevetcheck@gmail.com before you arrive. For the in-state exhibitors a CVI is NOT required. 

Due to insurance requirements dogs are NOT allowed on Fonner Park Campus during the 
Aksarben Stock Show. This includes inside trailers and vehicles. Please plan accordingly. 

Please remember substitution is not allowed on animals. You cannot bring an animal that 
you did not enter (regardless of if they were nominated). Keep in mind, you can only 
bring 4 head of sheep, 4 head of goats, 4 head of swine, 5 head of cattle, and/or 2 pens of 
broilers. 

Visit the Schedule to find a Master Schedule along with a Livestock specific schedule. 

Livestock Arrival: 

All Livestock (except Broilers & Rabbits) MUST arrive on Thursday, September 24th from 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Central. No arrival prior to 8:00 a.m. for any reason, this includes 
tack. Broilers & Rabbits may arrive on Friday, September 25th or Saturday, September 26th. 
For arrival on Friday and Saturday you will go straight to the Pinnacle Bank Expo Center 
from State Fair Boulevard. Broilers/Rabbits will be unloaded on the West side of Pinnacle 
Bank Expo Center. You will be able to carry your birds through the doors on the southwest 
corner. All Broilers & Rabbits MUST be in place and checked in by Saturday, September 
26th.  

IMPORTANT Livestock Trailer Staging: MAJOR CHANGES IN 2026 

https://cdn.saffire.com/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=AkSarBenEvents&f=2026_Health_Requirements_(2).pdf&cb=79fbc119
mailto:nevetcheck@gmail.com
https://cdn.saffire.com/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=AkSarBenEvents&f=26_AKSS_Master_Schedule_(1).pdf&cb=30e2548c


New for 2026: Due to construction, access to Stolley Park Rd via Stuhr Rd is not available. 

  

Trailers will be staged in the Livestock Trailer Lot located south of grounds on Stolley Park 
Rd All trailers must head to Fonner Park via South Locust Street.  

You then will make a right onto Stolley Park Rd headed East.  

Then you will turn in at the FIRST entrance to the trailer lot (look for a Trailer Entrance Flag), 
and pull into your respective lane and face East towards the Check In Trailer.  

The lanes are as follows: 

A. Sheep & Goat Tent 
B. Sheep & Goat North of JBS Show Barn 
C. Sheep & Goat Center of JBS Show Barn 
D. Beef Center of Grand Island Motor Company Cattle Barn 
1. Beef South of Grand Island Motor Company Cattle Barn 
2. Swine Lane 
3. Trailer Express Lane  



 

The Trailer lot will be open Wednesday Evening, September 23, 2026, however you cannot 
move into the barns until Thursday. PLEASE DO NOT PARK TRAILERS IN THE CASINO 
PARKING LOT OVERNIGHT. The vets will not start checking in until 8:00 a.m. on 
September 24th. You must have a vet check complete before picking up your packet in the 
Check In Trailer. You will then be directed in to load in.  

 There are 3 steps to the arrival process: 

1. Veterinary Inspection: Once you are in line you will go through the Veterinary 
Inspection process. One of our veterinarians will come to your vehicle. Sheep 
and goat exhibitors please remove your blankets before the vet gets to you. 
Out-of-state exhibitors please have your CVI ready to show the veterinarian 
(if electronic have it pulled up on your phone). The veterinarian will give each 
trailer a vet inspection card, you will take that card (and CVI) to the Livestock 
Trailer in the next step. 

2. Livestock Check-In Trailer: You will turn in your vet inspection card. Out-of-
state exhibitors will need to have their CVI scanned, if a paper copy. Staff in 
the trailer will give each exhibitor their exhibitor packet. Inside the packet will 
be your back numbers, chute or trim stand stickers, weigh cards, etc. 

3. Wait in Vehicle: Please wait patiently in your vehicle to be released by a staff 
member to enter the grounds. 

Please follow the direction of ALL staff members. 

We allow 30 minutes for exhibitors to load in. This will be strictly enforced, please plan 
accordingly. 

Stalling: 

Stalling assignments are attached to this email. There are 3 Packets: Sheep & Goat 
Stalling packet, Beef Stalling packet & Swine Stalling packet. Please reach out immediately 
if there is something missing for us to verify before showing up on site.  

Superintendents will be on hand to assist with stalling questions. Bedding will be provided 
for ONLY for Beef & Beef Tie-Outs. Sheep, goat and swine will NOT have any bedding in their 
pen. 

Trailer Parking 



After unloading you will move your trailer to the trailer parking area located west of the 
barns. Sheep and goat trailers will go through the gate adjacent to the Pinnacle Bank Expo 
Center. 

Vehicle Parking 

After parking your trailer (or for those not hauling a trailer) you will be parking in either the 
General Parking Lot on the east side of the barns or in the Exhibitor Parking Lot (Gate 3A) 
located off Stolley Park Road. On Thursday you will access the General Parking Lot by going 
down State Fair Blvd. Please do not park north of the Heartland Events Center in the Casino 
parking lot. 

Check-in Process 

Check-in for all livestock will happen on Friday, September 25th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. All four species will utilize a kiosk check-in system, where exhibitors will check 
themselves in. 

• Feeder calves, market animals, crossbred gilts, commercial heifers, commercial 
ewes and commercial does will need to declare their weight both on the weigh card 
and on the check-in kiosk. 

• Purebred and registered breeding animals will also be checking-in on the kiosk. 

• Cards for ALL species will be turned in at the kiosk. 

• This is also the last opportunity to make any division and/or class changes. These 
must be approved by the Superintendent. 

• For substitute showman, please see our Rules & Regulations for that process. 

Purebred and registered animals need to show their registration papers (both market and 
breeding). 

Beef check-in will happen on the South side of Five Points Bank Arena. Sheep & Goat 
check-in will happen on the North side of the Five Points Bank Arena. Swine check-in will 
be inside the Aurora Cooperative Pavilion. 

Weigh Back 

The Aksarben Stock Show will weigh, at least, the first and second place animals in each 
class. Weight variances can be found in the Entry Book. 

Harvest Animals 

https://cdn.saffire.com/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=AkSarBenEvents&f=2026_AKSS_Rules__Regs_(2).pdf&cb=B7B8D72F
https://cdn.saffire.com/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=AkSarBenEvents&f=2026_AKSS_Entry_Book_7.29.26.pdf&cb=544C55C0


The Aksarben Stock Show provides an opportunity for market exhibitors to sell their 
animals at the conclusion of the market show. Exhibitors must sign-up with their specific 
species at check-in. Animals must be signed up by Friday, September 25th at 12:00 p.m. 
Exhibitors will be responsible for getting their animals designated for harvest to the truck or 
specified area at the time assigned by show management. There will NOT be a swine truck 
this year. All broilers are retained by the Aksarben Stock Show after the broiler show. 

Class Postings 

Beef classes are posted on a white bulletin board on the Southwest corner of Five Points. 
Sheep classes are posted on a white bulletin board on the Northwest corner of the Five 
Points. Goat classes are posted outside of the offices on the east side of the Sheep Barn. 
Swine classes are posted between the show ring and barn area of Aurora Cooperative 
Pavilion. Programs for all species will also be posted on our website. 

Purple Banner Knight 

The Purple Banner Knight (formerly the Grand Drive) is on Saturday, September 26th at 7:30 
p.m. Qualifiers will receive a packet during their show. PLEASE READ THE LETTER AS IT 
CONTAINS IMPORTANT INFORMATION. This includes information about a reception for 
qualifiers to attend prior to the event. At the conclusion of the event the Grand Champion 
and Reserve Grand Champion animals will be kept by the Aksarben Stock Show for harvest. 

If you signed up to be a flag bearer, please arrive under the loft on the East end of Five 
Points Bank Arena at 7:00 p.m. 

Exhibitor Shirts 

Exhibitor shirts can be picked up on Thursday, September 24th from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. and Friday, September 25th from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Shirts will be picked up at the 
Aksarben Trailer located inside the Pinnacle Bank Expo Center on the north side. These 
shirts must be worn for all shows. If extras are available, they will be for sale on Saturday 
and Sunday inside the Livestock Office for $15 CARD ONLY. 

Rules and Regulations 

Please familiarize yourself with the Rules and Regulations for Aksarben. We would like to 
emphasize no generators, freezers, microwaves, roaster ovens, etc. in the barns (they blow 
the breakers), no butt fans (by order of Fire Marshal), no cords running across the aisles, 
don’t cover up an electrical box. No generators, pens or chutes allowed in tie-outs. 

Load-Out Process 

https://cdn.saffire.com/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=AkSarBenEvents&f=2026_AKSS_Rules__Regs_(2).pdf&cb=B7B8D72F


Exhibitors are allowed to leave anytime after they are done showing. However, on Sunday 
due to the high volume of vehicles we will be staging trailers to load out using the same 
process as load-in. 

Official Photographer 

The official photographer of the Aksarben Stock Show is Legacy Livestock Imaging. Photos 
can be viewed at https://www.imagewiseorders.com/. 

Official Livestream Partner 

The official livestream partner of the Aksarben Stock Show is RingSide Live. Visit 
https://www.ringsidelive.co/.  

Feed Store 

Aurora Cooperative is the official feedstore of the Aksarben Stock Show. They will be on 
grounds during the entire Stock Show. You can find their booth on the west side of the 
Cattle Barn. 

Facebook 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/AksarbenStockShow for 
the latest updates. 

Beyond the Show Ring 

Beyond the Show Ring is a great opportunity for our exhibitors to take part in some fun 
activities. You can find more information on our Activities page. 

Aksarben Marketplace 

The Aksarben Marketplace is the place to be! You will find a wide variety of vendors in the 
Pinnacle Bank Expo Center. Food vendors will also be located on the grounds. 

 

 

Aksarben Stock Show 

Livestock Department 

Phone: 308-382-1620 

PO Box 1387  I  Grand Island, NE 68802 

aksarbenstockshow.com 
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