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The Asian longhorned tick (ALT), Haemaphysalis longi-
cornis, is an invasive pest gaining attention across the 

eastern United States. Awareness, rather than panic, is key 
to managing this emerging threat. First confirmed in the 
U.S. in 2017, this tick has steadily expanded its range and 
has now been detected in multiple southeastern states, 
including Alabama. While ticks are nothing new to cattle 
producers, the Asian longhorned tick presents a different 
type of challenge—one that requires increased awareness 
and consistent management.

Although Alabama producers are familiar with ticks such as 
the lone star tick, the concern with ALT is not just disease 
transmission, but the scale of infestation. This species can 
build extremely large populations in a short period of time, 
leading to serious animal health and production losses if left 
unchecked.

Why the Asian Longhorned Tick Matters
One of the defining characteristics of a female Asian 
longhorned tick is its ability to reproduce without mating, 
essentially cloning herself to create the next generation. 

Female ticks can lay between 1,000 and 2,000 eggs, allowing 
a single tick to establish a new population. This reproductive 
advantage means infestations can develop rapidly and reach 
levels that are rarely seen with other tick species.

Rather than a few ticks scattered across an animal, produc-
ers may encounter hundreds or even thousands on a single 
animal. These heavy infestations can cause significant blood 
loss, leading to anemia, reduced weight gain, decreased milk 
production, and, in severe cases, death.

In addition to the physical stress caused by large numbers 
of ticks, ALT is also a known vector of Theileria orientalis, the 
causative agent of bovine theileriosis. This disease has been 
associated with anemia, weakness, high fevers, abortion, and 
other production losses in affected cattle. The combination 
of blood loss and disease transmission makes this tick a 
concern for herd health and profitability.

Recognizing Infestations in Cattle
Early detection is critical in limiting the impact of the Asian 
longhorned tick. Producers should routinely inspect cattle, 
particularly during periods of peak tick activity. Attention 
should be given to common attachment sites, including the 
head and neck, flanks, brisket, under the legs, groin, and 
beneath the tail.

Signs that may indicate a developing problem include:

•	 Visible clusters of ticks
•	 Pale mucous membranes associated with anemia 
•	 Lethargy or reduced activity 
•	 Decreased weight gain or poor body condition 
•	 Rough or patchy hair coat 
•	 In more advanced cases, signs of jaundice 

Because multiple life stages (larvae, nymphs, and adults) can 
be present on the same animal, infestations can escalate 
quickly if not identified early.

Seasonal Activity in the Southeast
In Alabama and the broader Southeast, the Asian long-
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horned tick has the potential for extended seasonal activity. 
While tick activity is typically highest from March through 
November, mild winters may allow populations to persist 
longer than expected.

Larval and nymph stages are commonly seen in the spring, 
while the heaviest infestations often occur during the sum-
mer months. Producers should remain attentive into the 
fall, particularly in years with warmer-than-average condi-
tions.

Prevention and Control
Management of the Asian longhorned tick relies on the 
same general tools used for other tick species, but success 
depends on consistency and attention to detail. There is no 
single solution; an integrated approach is most effective.

On-Animal Treatment
Acaricides remain an important component of tick con-
trol. Pour-on products, sprays, dips, and insecticide-treated 
ear tags can all be effective when used according to label 
directions. However, acaricides should not be relied on as 
the sole method of control. Overuse can lead to resistance 
and reduced efficacy over time.

Because of the high reproductive capacity of Asian long-
horned ticks, producers may need to treat cattle more 
frequently and monitor animals more closely than they 
would for other tick species. Working with a veterinarian to 
develop a herd-specific acaricide program, combined with 
sound pasture and environmental management, will help 
maintain effectiveness of acaricides and reduce the risk of 
resistance.

Pasture and Habitat Management
Ticks spend a significant portion of their life cycle off the 
host, making environmental management an important part 
of control efforts. Practices that reduce tick habitat include:

•	 Mowing tall grass and controlling weeds 
•	 Removing brush and managing wooded edges 
•	 Reducing shaded, humid areas where ticks thrive 

In some situations, additional measures such as targeted 
acaricide application or prescribed burning may be appro-
priate.

Routine Monitoring
Regular herd inspections are one of the most effective 
tools available to producers. Cattle that appear unthrifty, 
lethargic, or in poor condition should be examined closely 
for ticks. Identifying infestations early can prevent more 
serious health and production losses.

Biosecurity Considerations
New animals can introduce ticks into a herd. Quarantining 
and treating incoming livestock before commingling is a 

practical step to reduce this risk.
When to Report Concerns
Unusual or heavy tick infestations should be taken seriously. 
Producers are encouraged to contact their veterinarian, lo-
cal Extension agent, or diagnostic laboratory for assistance 
with identification. Suspected cases can also be reported to 
the Alabama State Veterinarian’s Office (334-240-7255), and 
confirmed cases need to be reported to our State Veter-
inarian. Early reporting helps ensure proper identification 
and supports broader surveillance efforts.

Staying Ahead of the Problem
The Asian longhorned tick represents a management 
challenge rather than a completely new problem. The same 
tools used for tick control remain effective, but for ade-
quate control of Asian longhorned ticks they will likely need 
to be applied more consistently and with greater attention 
to timing and monitoring. 

For Alabama cattle producers, the key to minimizing the 
impact of ALT lies in early detection, routine herd checks, 
and an integrated approach to control. Staying informed 
and proactive will be essential as this invasive tick continues 
to establish itself in the region.

Producers who have not had a confirmed case of Asian 
longhorned ticks should continue using the tick control 
practices that have been effective in the past, while placing 
greater emphasis on routine surveillance. Regular herd in-
spections and early detection remain critical to preventing 
infestations from becoming established.

If Asian longhorned ticks are confirmed on a farm or in the 
surrounding area, producers should be prepared to take 
a more aggressive approach. This may include increasing 
the frequency of acaricide applications, intensifying pasture 
management efforts, and monitoring cattle more closely to 
reduce the risk of heavy infestations and associated health 
impacts.

Maintaining vigilance now can help prevent significant pro-
duction losses in the future.

 

This article is furnished as a producer-directed goal of the Alabama State 
Checkoff. For more information on how beef checkoff dollars are working 
for you, contact the Alabama Cattlemen’s Association at 334-265-1867 
or visit our website at www.bamabeef.org.


