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Broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus) is one of the most 
recognizable grasses in southern pastures. Its bronze color 

in fall and winter can make a field look striking from the road, 
but in forage systems, it usually signals a problem. This native 
warm-season perennial bunchgrass is part of the bluestem 
group and is indigenous across much of the southeastern Unit-
ed States, including Alabama. Historically, it occupied disturbed 
sites, old fields, roadsides, and cutover land, which is why it is 
often described as a pioneer species.

Broomsedge survives because it is well adapted to stress. It 
thrives where desirable forage grasses struggle: acidic soils, low 
phosphorus and potassium, thin stands, and areas weakened 
by overgrazing, close mowing, or environmental stresses. It 
reproduces mainly by seed, and those fluffy seedheads move 
easily by wind into open ground. Research has shown that 
seed may remain viable for up to three years in the soil. Once 
established, the plant persists as tough clumps with a fibrous 
root system and low forage value. Livestock may graze tender 
spring growth briefly, but once stems elongate and become 
coarse, cattle usually avoid it. That lets broomsedge stand 
above the forage canopy, capture light, and gradually occupy 
more space in the pasture.

The real issue for cattle producers is that broomsedge is not 
highly productive, it is poorly palatable after early growth, and 
it fills space that should be producing quality forage. In hay-
fields and pastures, its presence usually means the forage stand 
has lost competitiveness. In practical terms, that can reduce 
usable forage, lower stocking capacity, and increase the need 
for supplemental feed. Broomsedge does not usually “invade” a 
healthy pasture; it takes advantage of weak ones. When grazing 
animals repeatedly remove the preferred forage while leaving 
broomsedge untouched, the imbalance worsens year after year.

Managing broomsedge starts with restoring the pasture, not 
chasing the weed alone. A soil test is the first step. Raising soil 
pH with lime and correcting phosphorus and potassium defi-
ciencies shifts the advantage back to desirable forage species. 
Good grazing management is just as important. Avoid over-
grazing, leave enough residual forage to help grasses regrow, 
and use rotational grazing when possible so that preferred 
grasses are not continually grazed down while broomsedge 
is left untouched. In many cases, improved fertility and better 
grazing pressure are the most effective long-term controls.

Unfortunately, there is no safe broadcast herbicide that selec-
tively removes broomsedge from grass forages without injuring 
the desirable stand. Where plants extend above the forage 
canopy, a weed wiper or rope-wick applicator with a glypho-
sate solution can suppress broomsedge while limiting contact 
with the forage below (Fig. 1). If you’re using this equipment, 
our research at Auburn University has shown that a two-pass 
application with a 50% Roundup solution is more effective than 
a one-pass approach for controlling similar undesirable grasses. 
Many Roundup labels allow solutions that range from 33 to 75 
percent product by volume in water. Spot-spraying with gly-
phosate is another option for scattered clumps, though nearby 
forage injury is possible. Each of these application options can 
be a slow, tedious process and seems more like an art than 
a science, but research has proven its effectiveness. Frequent 
defoliation or mowing can also help weaken plants by reduc-
ing vigor over time, but it works best when paired with soil 
correction and stronger forage competition. The bottom line 
is simple: broomsedge is less a cause than a symptom. Improve 
the soil, protect the forage, and the pasture will be far less 
welcoming to broomsedge.
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Figure 1. Livestock often selectively graze desirable forages, leaving 
only broomsedge in the pasture. This is an ideal height and growth 
stage for broomsedge to be treated with a rope wick or roller 
weed wiper equipment.


