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Managing pasture weeds is rarely simple, but few grass-
es frustrate cattle producers quite like vaseygrass. This 

clump-forming, summer perennial continues to spread across 
pastures, hayfields, and roadsides throughout the Southeast, 
challenging even well-managed forage systems. Understanding 
why vaseygrass thrives and what management options actually 
work is the first step toward regaining control.

Why Vaseygrass is a Problem
Vaseygrass (Paspalum urvillei) is a perennial grass introduced 
from South America more than a century ago. It favors moist, 
poorly drained soils and commonly establishes in low-lying 
pasture areas, hayfields, and along field edges and rights-of-way. 
It is highly adaptable to most open spaces across the landscape, 
and producers have observed its spread, especially after the 
last two consecutive summer droughts that have compromised 
the health of forage stands. Once established, vaseygrass can 
persist for years, spreading by both seed and rhizomes (Fig. 1).

While cattle may graze vaseygrass when plants are young and 
vegetative, palatability declines quickly. Emerging plants develop 
stiff, bristle-like hairs that discourage grazing, especially when 
desirable forage options such as bermudagrass, bahiagrass, or 
crabgrass are readily available (Fig. 2). As plants mature, cattle 
often avoid them altogether, even though forage quality is not 
dramatically different from other common pasture grasses. In 
fact, at the mature stage, vaseygrass averages 61% TDN and 6% 
crude protein on a dry-matter basis.

Grazing and Mowing: Help-
ful, but Not Enough
Cultural practices are the 
foundation of any integrated 
weed management program. 
Maintaining adequate fertility, 
avoiding chronic overgrazing, 
rotating cattle, and regularly 
cleaning equipment all help 
reduce weed seed movement 
and establishment.

Research shows that grazing 
management and mowing 
practices can gradually reduce 
vaseygrass pressure, though 
results vary by system. For 
instance, University of Florida 
studies found that continu-
ously grazed pastures that 
maintained an eight inch 

forage height over two years showed notable reductions in 
vaseygrass density, even after cattle were removed. In contrast, 
control has been less consistent under rotational grazing, likely 
due to extended rest periods that allow plants to recover. 
Field observations support these findings, as hayfields are often 
more heavily infested than permanent pastures. Likewise, mow-
ing every 30 to 40 days rarely suppresses vaseygrass long-term, 
as plants recover quickly despite reduced height.

Herbicides: Limited Options, Strategic Timing
Because grass weed removal in grass forage systems is difficult, 
selective herbicide options are limited, particularly in bahia-
grass pastures. We’re quite literally trying to remove one 
Paspalum species (vaseygrass) from another (bahiagrass). No 
single herbicide application should be expected to provide 
complete control.

More recent research has found that February applications of 
Rezilon (indaziflam) has successfully reduced new vaseygrass 
seedlings by at least 70% after five months following applica-
tion. Rezilon is strictly a preemergence herbicide, meaning it 
must be applied and rainfall incorporated into the soil prior 
to weed seed germination. This product has no effect on 
emerged, established plants. Rezilon may be applied as a split 
application: 3 floz/A in February, then another 3 floz/A after 
the first cutting, or as a one-time application of 5 floz/A in 
February in established warm season forage grasses. 

David Russell, Ph.D. – Associate Extension Professor & LeAnne Burch – Graduate Research Assis-
tant, Department of Crop, Soil & Environmental Sciences, Auburn University

Vaseygrass: Why It’s Spreading and What 
Cattle Producers Can Do

Figure 1. Mature vaseygrass dominates fencelines where cattle and mow-
ing are excluded.

Figure 2. Notice the stiff, bristle-like 
hairs covering the basal portion of 
vaseygrass plants. These hairs are 
present on seedlings and can be an 
identifying characteristic.
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Selective postemergence choices for vaseygrass are limited. Products such as 
Pastora (nicosulfuron + metsulfuron) and Plateau/Impose (imazapic) have provided 
mixed-success in bermudagrass systems, but multiple applications are often re-
quired. These in season treatments may temporarily suppress bermudagrass and 
are not labeled for use in bahiagrass pastures. Hexazinone products such as Velpar 
or Tide-Hexazinone also show promising preliminary results in bahiagrass systems. 
Timely rainfall and adequate soil moisture should aid vaseygrass control and help 
forage grasses recover more quickly. Furthermore, glyphosate (Roundup) can also be 
an effective tool for managing established plants, provided it is applied in ways that 
protect desirable forage.

Recent field trials have shown that broadcast glyphosate applications made after 
two to four frost events in November or December can be nearly 70% effective on 
dallisgrass in bermudagrass systems. Similarly, because many Paspalum species remain 
green later into the fall, this dormant season window allows producers to target 
vaseygrass while minimizing injury to bermudagrass. Careful scouting to confirm full 
dormancy is essential (Fig. 3).

Targeted approaches, such as rope wick or roller weed wiper applications using a 25-
50% glyphosate solution, can also be effective when weeds extend above the forage 
canopy. This approach allows herbicide to be applied directly to vaseygrass foliage 
while minimizing contact with desirable forage (Fig. 4). Our research findings from an 
October roller weed wiper application with a 50% v/v glyphosate mixture showed 
effective results. 10 months following that application, the two-pass application 
resulted in a 94.8% decrease in vaseygrass density, compared to a 62.9% decrease 
in plant density using a one-directional wiper application. Consistent results often 
require patience and repeated management over multiple seasons.

Long-Term Success Requires Integration
There is no silver bullet for vaseygrass control. Successful management requires a 
competitive forage base, thoughtful grazing strategies, and well-timed chemical or 
mechanical control. Producers should expect gradual improvement over multiple 
seasons rather than immediate eradication. Always read and follow herbicide label 
instructions. Mention of trade names does not imply endorsement.

Figure 3. Vaseygrass may 
remain green and actively 
growing even after initial 
freezing temperatures. 
Photo taken in December 
following at least 3 frosts.

Figure 4. A roller weed wiper can be an effective tool to selectively treat 
tall-statured grass weeds during late summer when foliage heights 
exceed that of desirable forages.


