
Benton County Fair Board Meeting 
Monday June 15th, 2026, 6:00 pm 

Benton County Event Center & Fairgrounds, 
Auditorium Building 110 SW 53rd Street, Corvallis OR 97355 

 
Fair Board Members Present: Kristi Schrock Chair, Zel Brook, Mark Stephens, rick Freeman, Aurora Jensen 

 
Liaison Present:                       Commissioner Pat Malone 

 
NAPE Staff: Jesse Ott NAPE Director, Jennifer Martin Fairgrounds Manager 

Kerri Sellers Mandelkow Admin Asst. 
 

 
Guests: ~  

Schrock called the meeting to order at 17:58 

1. Review of Agenda and Previous Meeting Minutes (May 18th, 2026) 
 

• Motion: To approve the agenda and May 18th, 2026, meeting minutes 
 

o Motion by: Zel Brook  
o Second by: Aurora Jensen 
o Outcome: Motion passed with correction to meeting minutes  

 
2. Citizen Comments 

 
Schrock noted no citizens in attendance and moved into discussion. 

 
3. Director / Fairgrounds Manager Report 

Jesse’s Report: 

Facility Rentals 
Jesse provided an overview of recent and upcoming facility rentals, including: 

• Quinceañera 
• OSU Move-Out 
• Run for the Hills 
• Auction Committee Meeting 
• Bicycle Rides Northwest 

Jesse reported that regular facility bookings have declined due to increasing operational costs and rising rental prices. Many 
organizations are seeking lower-cost venue options. 
 
Marketing and Outreach 
Jennifer has been collaborating with the City of Corvallis on marketing efforts for the Fairgrounds facilities. Fairgrounds have 
received advertising funding that will benefit both the Fairgrounds and Parks Department. Planned marketing efforts include updated 
brochures and additional promotional strategies to increase facility rentals and public awareness. 
Jesse has also been conducting community outreach by attending meetings of local civic organizations, including: 

• Kiwanis 
• Jaycees (JC's) 
• Lions Club 
• Rotary Club 

 
These presentations have focused on promoting Fairgrounds services, increasing awareness of available facilities, and encouraging 
support for the Fair Foundation. 
Sponsorship Update 
Jesse reported that sponsorship revenue is down this year due to inflation and current economic conditions. He noted that this trend is 
consistent with other fairs, festivals, and community events. 



Fairgrounds Improvements 
Recent and ongoing improvements include: 

• Installation of new asphalt. 
 

Marketing Study Discussion 
Commissioner Malone asked Jesse for an update regarding the facility marketing study completed in 2019. 
Jesse explained that staff are currently improving the tracking of: 

• Facility maintenance projects 
• General Fund maintenance expenditures 
• Enterprise account expenditures 

 
He stated that obtaining more accurate financial data is a priority before proceeding with a new marketing study. 
Commissioner Malone recommended continuing to actively market the facilities while identifying the Fairgrounds' niche and 
evaluating competing venues. 
 
Fair Foundation 
Jesse reported that the Fair Foundation met regarding placement of the historic Irish Bend Bridge. The bridge is planned to be installed 
near the west gate entrance. 

 

Jennifer’s Report: 
 

 Fair Foundation Meeting (June 8, 2026) 
Jennifer reported on the Fair Foundation meeting held on June 8, 2026. 
The Foundation approved several funding actions: 

• The previously allocated $10,000 designated for the 4-H Barn roof project was reallocated because the funding was 
insufficient to complete the roof replacement. 

• $7,000 was approved for asphalt repairs near the drain. 
• An additional $5,500 was approved for concrete improvements beneath the shaving bins. 
• Following a suggestion from Eric Thompson regarding picnic table needs, the Foundation approved funding for 25 new 

picnic tables. Approximately 15 additional tables remain to be replaced and are anticipated in a future funding cycle. 

Jesse suggested recognizing the Benton County Fair Foundation with a social media "shout-out" in appreciation of its continued 
support. 

Fair Preparations 

Jennifer provided the following Fair updates: 

• Printed promotional materials and posters are behind schedule but are expected to be completed next week. 
• Discount ticket promotions will return this year, with additional community partnerships participating. 
• The children's train attraction will return. 
• Karaoke and Trivia Night will be held on Wednesday and Thursday evenings on the Community Stage. 
• Staff hope to expand vendor participation into the Floral Courtyard, including vendors such as Dirty Soda and specialty 

trinket vendors. 
• Papa's Pizza will sponsor a Family Olympics event on Family Day on the main lawn and will provide 400 free pizza 

certificates for the first 400 children entering the Fair. 
• The Fair website continues to be updated. Jennifer recognized Carly, one of the County Public Information Officers, for her 

significant assistance with website improvements. 
• Jennifer has begun updating the Fair mobile app. 
• Additional emphasis is being placed on improved wayfinding throughout the Fairgrounds. 
• Plans are underway for a 25-Year Jubilee Display celebrating the Benton County Rodeo Queen program. Jessica, the 2026 

Benton County Rodeo Queen, may have a dedicated location in the Auditorium or another designated area for autograph 
sessions. 

• Fair tickets are now available online. 
• Additional entries were received this week for Battle of the Bands. 
• Kristi will distribute the volunteer sign-up schedule for Fair Board members. 
• A new online registration system will be used for Open Class entries this year. As a result, registration will open later than in 

previous years. 



 
Committee Reports 
Business Development Committee 

• Not met 
Facilities Committee 

• Not met. 
• A facility walkthrough is planned following the Fair. 

Fair Committee 
• Not met 

Rodeo Committee 
• Next meeting is scheduled for next Thursday. 

Other Reports 
Rodeo Queen Update 
Jessica's recent appearances included: 

• Sisters Rodeo (June 11–13) 
• Brownsville Parade (June 20) 
• Tillamook Rodeo 

Jessica has also been invited to serve as a keynote speaker at the annual convention of Beta Sigma Phi. 
 
4-H Liaison Report 
Lou was not present. 
The only available 4-H update was that camping opportunities will be limited this year. 
 

Additional Updates – Jesse 

Jesse reported the following: 

• An arborist continues to evaluate the health of trees in the Oak Grove following a recent site walkthrough. 
• Dust control treatment will be applied prior to Horse Fair. 

 

Additional Discussion 

Kristi asked for an update regarding Transient Lodging Tax (TLT) funding. 

Commissioner Malone explained that recent legislation changed the distribution formula, with the County now receiving 
approximately 70% of TLT revenues instead of the previous 50/50 split. He added that the TLT program continues to show positive 
improvement. 

 
Adjournment: 19:01pm 

Next Meeting: July 20th, 6:00 pm 

 
The Fair Board may call an executive session when necessary pursuant to ORS 192.660. The Board is not required to provide 
advance notice of an executive session. However, every effort will be made to give notice of an executive session. If an executive 
session is the only item on the agenda for the Board meeting, notice shall be given as for all public meetings (ORS 192.640(2)) 
and the notice shall state the specific reason for the executive session as required by ORS 192.660. The meeting location is 
accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the hearing impaired or for other accommodations for 
persons with disabilities should be made at least 48 hours 
before the meeting to the Fairgrounds Office (541)766-6521. 
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