Bonner County Fair Board
Public Hearing Minutes
Monday, September 22, 2025 @ 5:30 p.m.
University of Idaho Extension Office Meeting Room
4205 N Boyer Road, Sandpoint, ID

1. Meeting Called to Order: meeting called to order by Board President Tim Mahan at
5:30 pm.

2. Reading of proposed Fairground and RV Campground Use/Rental fee
changes: Increases were mainly due to higher utility costs (Northern Lights up around
9%, Avista over 10%) and optional cleaning fee issues from previous years has led to
making cleaning fees mandatory

a. RV Campground
i.  Seasonal Camping Standard Site: Increase from $38 (from 35)
ii.  Seasonal Camping Full Hook-Up Site: Increase to $44.00
iii. ~ Seasonal Camping during events or holidays Standard Site: $66 (from
$60)
iv.  Seasonal Camping during events or holidays Full Hook Up Site to $77
(from $70)
v.  Winter/Off-Season Camping: Utility rate increase from $120 to $132
(approx. 10%).
b. Main Exhibit Building (MEB):
i.  No rental fee increase.
ii.  Daily utility rate: $100.
iii.  Hourly utility: $4.20 (from $3.80).
iv.  Cleaning fee: $400 now required
v.  MEB Kitchen: $100 required
vi.  MEB South Wing: $100 cleaning fee now required
c. Indoor Arena:
i.  Norental fee increase.
ii.  Dalily utility rate: $100
iii. =~ Restroom/shower daily fee: $125.
iv.  Restroom/shower cleaning fee: $200 (down from $250) cleaning fee
now required
d. Swine Arena:
i.  Norental fee increase
ii.  Daily utility rate: $56
e. Cattle Barn:
i.  Norental fee increase
ii.  Daily utility rate: $84 (from 76.50)
f. Food (concession) Booth:
i.  No rental fee increase



ii.

iii.
v.

Utility rates: Monthly $825 (from $750); daily $100 (from $91); Hourly
$4.20 (from $3.80)

Restrooms/Showers Cleaning Fee: $200 required

Food booths themselves are to be sanitarily cleaned by licensee after use
or be subject to additional fees and surcharges at a rate of no less than

$75/hr.

g. Outdoor Arena:

i.
1l

Daily utility fee up to $56 (from $51) - use of arena lights: $100/day
Additional dirt work fee: $200 per occurrence (from $150)

h. Total Grounds Rental

i. Stages
1.

Alcohol Use Provision:
1.

j-

i.
1l.
iii.

iv.

11.

No rental fee increase

Daily utility rate: $300

Dry camping per site: Rate set at discretion of Fair Manager (from $30
flat rate).

Additional cleaning fees may be assessed in addition to daily fee and
utility costs, based on applicants request to use certain
buildings/amenities. If not listed specifically for a specific building/site
— cleaning fees will be assessed at a rate of no less than $75 per hour.

Remove from being rented.
Fee now $250 for up to two days, plus $100 for each additional day

(from $225 per day)
Must be purchased to use or sell alcoholic beverages on premises

3. Public Comments:
a. Amy Lundsford: asked not to charge 4H clubs for meeting space, given the

b.

historic use of the fairgrounds for youth agricultural education.

Daniel Pickett: original deed/intent of the property as being for 4H and children’s
programs. Charging 4H is seen as counterproductive and contrary to the mission
of the fairgrounds.

Kristina Nicholson Anderson: Stated she recognized that costs have gone up and
it seems prudent to increase utilities. She additionally stated that she thinks it
doesn't make a whole lot of sense to increase things that are within the Board’s
control because facilities have not improved and that the Fairgrounds will lose
business.

4. Action Item: Discussion/Decision on FY2026 Fairground and RV

5.

Campground: Glenn made a motion to approve all changes, addition of fees, increases
in costs and fees, and the FY2026 fee schedule for the Bonner County Fairgrounds and
RV Campgrounds as presented. Staci seconded. Motion carried.

Action Item: Discussion/Decision on FY2026 facility use contract and
application documents: Glenn made a motion to approve all changes for the Facility
Use contract, application, and all other applicable documents for FY2026 as presented
and for the Fair Manager to edit documents accordingly.

6. Adjourn: Meeting adjourned at 5:51 pm.



