Cook-off Rules

November 13 — 14, 2026

Go-Texan

NEW in 2026 - Chili Spill Showstopper Award: America 250 Edition

e We’re celebrating America 250 all year long and we want our cook teams to join in the
fun! Show off your red, white & blue spirit and transform your cook site into an all-American
showstopper! Judges will be looking for creativity, patriotic decorations, team spirit, and
an overall setup that stands out from the crowd.

e Judging will take place starting around 3:00 PM on Saturday, November 14th. The winning
team will be announced during the Awards Show that evening and will receive a Chili Spill
Showstopper Award banner to hang proudly at their cook site!

Go big. Go bold. Go patriotic. Make your cook site a SHOWSTOPPER!

Salsa

e Turn-In Time - Friday 6:00 p.m.

e No purchased or packaged mixes may be used. Entries must be homemade.
e Salsa may be prepared prior to the cook-off.

¢ Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent Friday evening.

e Entries must be in provided container marked “S” at turn-in.

e Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified.

Margarita

e Turn-In Time - Friday 6:00 p.m.

e Margaritas must be traditional lime-flavored. The use of artificial coloring is strictly
prohibited. Any entry that appears to deviate from a traditional lime flavor will be subject
to disqualification.

e No purchased or packaged mixes may be used. Entry must be homemade.

e Margarita may not be frozen or with ice.

e No garnish allowed.

¢ Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent Friday evening.

¢ Entries must be in provided container marked “M” at turn-in.

e Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified.



Sausage

Turn-In Time - Friday 7:30 p.m.

Entries must be homemade.

Sausage brought in for judging must be whole and at least 10” length.

No garnish allowed.

Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent Friday evening.

Entries must be in provided container marked “SG” at turn-in.

Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified.

Go-Texan Dutch Oven

Turn-In Time - Friday 7:30 p.m.

Entry must be cooked on site.

Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent Friday evening.

Entries must be in provided containers at turn-in.

Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified

Chef’s Choice — 2026 Chef’s Choice Theme is “Wing It to Win It!”

Turn-In Time - Friday 8:00 p.m.

We are excited to announce, our 2026 Chef’s Choice theme is Wing It to Win It! Bring the
heat and show us your best chicken wings! Whether they’re smoked, grilled, fried, sauced,
rubbed, sweet, spicy, or somewhere in between... bone-in, or bone-out - if it’s a wing, it’s in!
Get creative, bring the flavor, and Wing It to Win It!

Entry must be cooked on site.

Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent Friday evening.

Entries must be in provided containers marked “CC” at turn-in.

Must provide approximately 20 pieces or ENTRY WILL BE DISQUALIFIED.

Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified.

Bloody Mary

Turn-In Time — Saturday 9:00 a.m.

Entries will be judged on taste and showmanship (container presentation).

Participants may enter their Bloody Mary for showmanship in any container; however, no
distinguishable marked containers will be permitted with the name of the team or team logo.
An additional sample of only the mix must be in provided container marked “B” at turn-in.



Vodka will be the only permitted alcohol ingredient.

May use pre-mixed juices. Regular spices only.

Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent Friday evening or Saturday morning.
Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified.

Chili and Bean

Turn-In Time — Beans -Saturday 11:00 a.m.  Chili — Saturday 3:00 p.m.

No purchased or packaged mixes may be used. Entries must be homemade.

Cooking must be done on site.

Entry must be prepared in a sanitary manner.

Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent on Saturday morning.

Chili entry must be in provided container marked “C” at turn-in.

Bean entry must be in provided container marked “B” at turn-in.

Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified.

Gumbo

Turn-In Time — Saturday 1:00 p.m.

No wild game may be used. Gumbo and roux must be made on site and homemade. No
purchased or packaged mixes or roux. Entry must be prepared in a sanitary manner.
Containers must be picked up from the Judging tent on Friday evening.

Entries must be in provided container marked “G” at turn-in.

Entries must be turned into the judging tent at or before deadline time, or the entry will be
disqualified.

General Information (Go-Texan Entries)

e All entries must be cooked on-site. No precooked meat allowed.

e All entries must be cooked on wood or charcoal. No electric or propane cookers are
allowed.

e All meat is subject to inspection.

e There will be a meeting for all cookers beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday at the Judging

Tent.
e Containers must be picked up from the Judging Tent.
e Entries must be placed in the containers provided at the scheduled turn-in time.
e (Cookers must place name and contact # on site map at meat tag in.



Go-Texan Jackpot Chicken

Turn-in time is 12:30 p.m. on Saturday to the Go-Texan judging tent.

Chicken turn-in will be from one whole chicken. Half will be sliced into bite sized pieces,
stacked around the remainder of the chicken. The chicken may be butterflied but must remain
in one piece throughout the cooking process. No Cornish game hens are allowed.

Go-Texan Jackpot Ribs

Turn-in time is 2:00 p.m. on Saturday to the Go-Texan judging tent.

Cooking Team must cook a minimum of two slabs of pork ribs. PORK SPARE OR ST.
LOUIS STYLE RIBS ONLY can be cooked for judging. No country style, baby back or loin
back will be allowed to be turned into the judging tent.

A total of ten (10) full ribs cut apart must be turn-in for judging.

No pre-marinated, pre-soaked or pre-spiced ribs are allowed

Go-Texan Jackpot Brisket

Turn-in time is 3:30 p.m. on Saturday to the Go-Texan judging tent.

Beef brisket must be tagged at Go-Texan judging tent on Friday from 6:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m.
or Saturday at 8:00 a.m. Once tagged, cooking may begin.

Pre-seasoned brisket is allowed; however, precooked brisket is not allowed.

No garnish, sauce or other markers are allowed.

Barbeque brisket must be turned in from one brisket, not mixed. There must be 12 slices of
brisket turned in for judging. A team member will turn in the brisket container to the judging
tent at the appropriate time.

Top Gun 50/50 Jackpot

Cook off teams will have the opportunity to participate in the Top Gun 50/50 Jackpot for $50.00.
The Go-Texan Top Gun award is presented to the overall winner of brisket, chicken and ribs and
receives a trophy and $500. If the “Top Gun” winner is participating in the “Top Gun 50/50
Jackpot” ($50.00), they will receive 50% of the jackpot. The remaining 50% will go to Go Texan
Scholarships and LNRA.



Cook-Off Registration

Each team must have a team name and designated contact.

Registration for the 2026 Texana Chili Spill & Go-Texan Cook-Off will be ONLINE. Payment
by credit or debit card is required at the time of registration. Cash and checks will not be
accepted. The online registration form can be found on the Texana Chili Spill website
www.texanachilispill.com

Early Registration for 2025 participants begins on Tuesday, September 1st at § a.m. and ends
on Wednesday, September 30" at 4 p.m. Please note - If participating in early registration,
you must register_in_either the Go-Texan Ribs, Chicken, or Brisket Categories. If
reserving 2 cook-sites, you MUST pay a brisket entry fee for each site.

Open registration kicks off October 1, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. Online registration ends on
Wednesday, November 11" at 4:00 p.m.
Each cook-site includes one vehicle pass and two event armbands, valid for both days of the
event. Vehicle passes and armbands will be mailed approximately 2—3 weeks prior to the event.
For registration forms received after Friday, October 23rd, passes and armbands will be
available for pick-up at the event entrance gate upon arrival on Friday, November 13th.
ARMBANDS: Cook-sites purchasing additional event armbands must distribute them to their
team members before arriving at the event entrance gate. Participants will not be permitted
entry without a valid armband.
On Site Registration: Friday, November 13" from 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at the judging tent. On
Site Registration: Saturday, November 14™ from 8:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. at the judging tent.
Cook-off teams already registered may add to their existing entries at the judging tent on Friday,
November 13%, from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., or Saturday, November 14", from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m.
Containers for Friday, November 13" cook-off categories may be picked up at the judging tent
between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Containers for Saturday, November 14™ cook-off categories
may be picked up at the judging tent between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.


http://www.texanachilispill.com/

Cook-Off Site Rules

For the safety of all participants, the cook-site access gate will close at 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
November 13", and will remain locked until after the awards ceremony on Saturday,
November 14%, No vehicles are allowed in/out during that time. Only vehicles with a Cook-
Site Access Pass will be permitted inside the cook-site area. During designated set-up hours on
Friday (8:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.), vehicles with passes may enter and exit as needed to unload
supplies. To provide additional time for preparation, participants may now begin setting up on
Wednesday, November 11th, from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. The gate will also be open for
set-up on Thursday, November 12th, during the same hours. On Friday, November 13th,
set-up will begin at 8:00 a.m. and must be completed by 7:00 p.m. We sincerely appreciate
your cooperation with these new policies, which are in place to ensure a safe and enjoyable
event for everyone.

NO RVs OR CAMPERS ALLOWED. Cook trailers are permitted, provided they fit
completely within the team’s designated cook-off space. Bumper-pull campers and fifth-wheel
campers are not permitted in the cook-off area. Teams arriving with an RV or camper will be
required by event staff to relocate it outside of the cook-off area.

Bar-B-Que cook-sites (sites # 1-85, 89-103) are 30’ x 30°. One vehicle per cook-site is allowed
with a cook-site pass. No other vehicles will be permitted within the area.

Chili, Bean, Gumbo, and Salsa cook-sites (sites # 86-88) are 10’ x 20’. No vehicles are allowed
at these sites.

No glass containers will be allowed at the event. If found, they will be confiscated.

All site items must be removed by Sunday at 12:00 p.m.

Participants are expected to keep their cooking area clean.

Excessive noise will not be tolerated.

Amplified music will not be allowed during the awards on Friday from 9:00 p.m. — 10:00
p-m., Kids Que Competition on Saturday from 12:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m., and during the
awards and scholarship auction on Saturday, from 5:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. or until the
conclusion of the awards.

Cook-off sites located on the perimeter (sites # 1-32A, 81-85) have electricity and water
available. If you choose one of these sites, you will be required to pay an additional $10.00
electricity and water fee, regardless of whether it is used or not. All other sites do not have
water or electricity available.



Turn-In Times

Salsa Friday 6:00 p.m.
Margarita Friday 6:00 p.m.
Sausage Friday 7:30 p.m.
Dutch Oven Dessert Friday 7:30 p.m.
Chef’s Choice Friday 8:00 p.m.
Bloody Mary Saturday 9:00 a.m.
Beans Saturday 11:00 a.m.
Jackpot Chicken Saturday 12:30 p.m.
Gumbo Saturday 1:00 p.m.
Jackpot Ribs Saturday 2:00 p.m.
Chili Saturday 3:00 p.m.
Brisket Saturday 3:30 p.m.




Awards
Awards will be presented at the Main Stage for Friday’s cook-off at 9:00 p.m. on Friday. Saturday
awards will be presented after the scholarship auction, which begins at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday.

Bloody Mary 1*' Place $250

Salsa 1*' Place $250

Margarita 1** Place $250

Sausage 1*' Place $350

Chef’s Choice 1% Place $350

Gumbo 1** Place $350

Beans 1*' Place $350

Chili 1** Place  $500

All I* place winners will also receive a plaque in addition to the cash award.

2nd _ 5t Places Salsa, Sausage, Gumbo, Beans, Chili & Chef’s Choice— Plaque
2m _ 5t Places Margarita, Bloody Mary — Plaque

Bloody Mary Showmanship - Plaque

Go-Texan Brisket 1% Place *$3500 and a plaque
2™ Place *$1000 cash and a plaque
3" Place *$ 500 and a plaque
*Payout is contingent upon 80+ entries

Go-Texan Jackpots 50% of entry fees go to payout and 50% go to Go-Texan
Go-Texan Jackpot Chicken 13t and 2" place will receive a cash prize and a plaque
3" place will receive a plaque.

Go-Texan Jackpot Ribs 1%t and 2" place will receive a cash prize and a plaque
3" place will receive a plaque
Go-Texan Dutch Oven 15t and 2" place will receive a cash prize and a plaque

3" place will receive a plaque

Go-Texan Barbeque Cook-Off “Top Gun” will receive a trophy and $500. Brisket, Ribs and
Chicken are calculated for “Top Gun” award. If the “Top Gun” winner is participating in the “Top
Gun 50/50 Jackpot” ($50.00), they will also receive 50% of the jackpot. The remaining 50% will
go to Go Texan Scholarships and LNRA. *Winning Go-Texan events does not constitute a trip to
the Houston Livestock Show Cook-Off-

If you have any questions, please call:
Lavaca-Navidad River Authority at (361) 782-5229
or email Jackson County Go-Texan Ambassador, Trey Sklar - sklarwelding@gmail.com

Proceeds benefit Jackson County Youth Scholarships!



