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2029 International Pathfinder Camporee
will not be held in Gillette

GILLETTE, Wyoming: CAM-PLEX announced today that the 2029 International Pathfinder Camporee will
not be held in Gillette, Wyoming. Camporee leadership informed CAM-PLEX that modifications at its
previous venue, where the event was held for 20 years, will allow Camporee to return to that location.

The original hosting agreement began with a February 2021 letter of intent covering both the 2024 and 2029
events. Camporee has exercised the cancellation provision in the agreement, and CAM-PLEX will retain the
$125,000 deposit under its terms.

The initial announcement drew strong reactions both for and against hosting the events. The hiring of
Executive Director Aaron Lyles in November 2022 marked the transition from planning to fulfilling the
substantial commitments already made.

“Time has proven both sides to be right,” said CAM-PLEX Executive Director Aaron Lyles. “While power
grids, hospitals, banks, and pharmacies were not overrun as feared, the promised economic development
proved underwhelming, and many noted that town was unusually quiet.

“Approaching 2029, we faced substantial investments of time, manpower, and money to honor the
commitments made in early 2021. Today’s announcement offers some relief from those concerns.”

CAM-PLEX recognizes the community’s investment and the loss of the economic benefits anticipated from
the 2029 event. Its governing charter calls for cultural, educational, and recreational programming that
serves the community. The questions and perspectives raised through Camporee have shaped how CAM-
PLEX will approach these responsibilities in the future.

“Our focus today is to strengthen our revenue, improve the quality of our programming, and address
decades of accumulated deferred maintenance,” Lyles said. “If you have been out to CAM-PLEX lately, you
can see and feel the positive difference.”

“After receiving the cancellation notice, | asked Camporee leadership to give thoughtful consideration to
donating the parcel of land they purchased next to the amphitheater site as a gesture of appreciation and in
recognition of the community’s investment,” Lyles said. “A donation would help address a very real issue:
the existing amphitheater site lacks areas for large-event parking, and pedestrian traffic crossing Garner
Lake Road remains a concern.

“When the originally proposed amphitheater location east of Garner Lake Road was not suitable to
Camporee, moving the amphitheater to the CAM-PLEX park area created many challenges. This donation
would help resolve some of those concerns.”

About CAM-PLEX

CAM-PLEX is a multi-event facility in northeast Wyoming that hosts concerts, theater, rodeo, conventions,
and community programming throughout the year. For more information, visit www.cam-plex.com.
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