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Carroll County Agricultural Society 
 

CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS 
Article I - Name  
This Society shall be known as Carroll County Agricultural Society of Carroll County, Ohio, with its object 
and purpose to promote the agriculture and other such interests of the county and of the state.  

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

To improve, promote and preserve the public welfare through the understanding of agriculture, 
horticulture, domestic art and science, general community betterment, together with all other industrial, 
commercial and educational interests of the County of Carroll and the State of Ohio.  

It is also the purpose of the Carroll County Agricultural Society to serve and benefit the citizens of 
Carroll County, the surrounding counties and the State of Ohio, by planning, organizing and operating the 
Carroll County Fair, as well as carrying out the other purposes stated herein, all of which promote and serve 
the vital industry of agriculture in Ohio.  

 
Article II - Membership  
A. There shall be one (1) type of Membership: Regular.  
B. The regular membership shall be available to all residents of Carroll County who are eighteen (18) 

years of age or older and pay the annual membership fee. The term of this membership shall be from 
December 1st to November 30th of each year. The cost of this membership will be established by the 
Board of Directors. Membership certificates must be purchased on or before the last day of the annual 
fair. 

 
Article III - Directors  
A. Representation of the Board of Directors shall consist of one (1) Director from each township in Carroll 

County, except as otherwise provided in Article VI. The Society shall be governed by a Board of 
Directors whose board shall consist of a maximum of fourteen (14) elected members whose term of 
office shall be three (3) years; one third (1/3) of whom shall be elected annually and all of whom must 
be members of the Society. Terms of office shall start on the 1st day of December in the year of which 
the director is elected. Should a Director fail to be a resident of his their respective township or political 
subdivision for three (3) consecutive months, except as otherwise provided in Article VI, then in that 
event, a vacancy shall be declared and the provision of Article VI Vacancies shall be followed. 

B. A Director shall be deemed to qualify if he or she meets all of the following criteria:  
1. Have attained the age of eighteen (18) years;  
2. Possess a current annual membership;  
3. Resides in the County of Carroll;  
4. Takes the oath of affirmation as provided in Article V-B and signs and affirms to abide by the Board 

of Directors Code of Ethics annually. 
C. Any Director who fails to satisfy the requirements set forth in Article III (B) within three (3) months 

after their election will be deemed to have forfeited their office and a vacancy will be declared and the 
provisions of Article VI shall be followed. 

C.D. The Society may also have Honorary Directors who can contribute expertise to the Society not 
resident within the elected Board of Directors. The Honorary Director(s) shall be designated by the 
board of Directors. Honorary Directors shall act in an advisory capacity and have no voting power.  

D.E. Any Board member whose behavior is deemed by a majority of the Board of the Carroll County 
Agricultural Society to be rowdy, unruly, disruptive, obstructive, obnoxious or offensive, shall be 
issued a warning. Upon the second finding of the Executive Committee of such conduct by a Board 
Member in any one term, the Board Member in violation shall appear before the Board of Directors to 
answer as to why the offending Board Member should not be expelled from the Board. After said 
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hearing, a majority vote of the Board to expel the offending Board Member, said offending Board 
Member shall be forthwith expelled, the expelled Board Member’s position to be filed pursuant to 
Article VI herein. 

 
Article IV - Annual Election  
A. The annual election for directors to serve for the ensuing year shall be by ballot at a time and place 

fixed by the Board of Directors. Due notice must be given as is required by law. The election should 
be held prior to November 15th each year.  

B. Candidates for the office of Directors of the Carroll County Agricultural Society must file a written 
Petition signed by at least ten (10) members of the Society. Said Petition must be filed with the Secretary 
of said Society at least 14 days prior to the annual election.  

C. Only members in good standing, residing in Carroll County and eighteen (18) years of age or older, 
who have paid their dues for the current year shall be eligible to vote for members of the Board of 
Directors.  

 
Article V – Annual Meetings & Reorganization Meetings of Directors  
A. The Board of Directors shall hold their annual meeting prior to November 30th each year at a place and 

time to be established by the Board.  
B. The Board of Directors shall meet prior to December 31st each year, at a time and place established by 

the Board, to elect a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and such other officers as they 
deem proper. The President and Vice-President shall be elected to serve a one year term, with a 
cumulative term limit of three years. These officers shall serve until their successors are elected and 
qualified. The President and Vice President must be an elected board member. The Secretary and 
Treasurer may or may not be elected board members.  

C. At the December meeting, all newly elected Directors and officers shall qualify by taking the following 
Oath of Affirmation: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States; the Constitution of the State of Ohio; and the Constitution of this Society; and the Rules and 
Regulations of the Ohio Department of Agriculture as pertains to County Fairs; and to the best of my 
ability perform the duties of the Director of the Carroll County Agricultural Society, So help me God.”  

 
Article VI - Vacancies on the Board  
A. Any vacancies caused by death, resignation, refusal to qualify, removed removal from respective 

township or County or other cause may be filled by the Board of Directors until the next annual election 
when a Director shall be elected for the unexpired term. The appointee Such appointee shallmust be at 
least eighteen (18) years old, have an annual membership of the Carroll County Agricultural Society 
and must live in Carroll County at the time of their appointment to qualify. An appointee under this 
Article VI shall not be required to reside in the respective township where the vacancy has been declared 
to serve as the Director representing said township.  

B. The Board of Directors shall call a special meeting for the appointment of the Director to any township 
with a vacant seat and vote on the appointed Directorto appoint the Director to serve on the Board of 
Directors temporarily until the next annual election is held.   

C. Once appointed by the Board of Directors, the appointed Director must take the oath of affirmation as 
provided in Article V-BC and sign and affirm to abide by the Board of Directors Code of Ethics as soon 
as reasonably practicable after such vote is held.  

D.  the applicable township. Any Director who fails to qualify within three (3) months, after the election 
will be deemed to have forfeited his office and a vacancy will be declared. An appointed Director, 
during the time in which they serve on the Board of Directors, shall have the same rights and privileges 
as an elected Director, including, but not limited to, the power to vote, to be counted toward a quorum, 
and to receive compensation, etc.  
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E. An appointed Director may be reappointed to the same or a different township upon an affirmative vote 
by the Board of Directors so long as there is a vacant seat on the Board of Directors to be filled and no 
qualified candidate has been elected to fill the seat for the respective township. 

A.  
 
Article VII - Meetings  
A. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be determined by the Board of Directors at their re-

organizational meeting. Special meetings of the Board of Directors shall be called by the Secretary and 
held at the request of the President or any four (4) of the Directors. The July meeting date will be 
determined by board.  

 
Article VIII - Compensation  
A. Officers and Directors of the corporation shall receive as their compensation such amount as is 

determined by the Board of Directors and such compensation shall not exceed the limits specified in 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture Rule 901:5-09 and may be changed by the Board of Directors as 
they deem proper.  

 
Article IX- Duties of Officers  
A. President: The President shall preside at all meetings of the membership of Directors. He or she shall 

exercise, subject to the control of the Directors, a general supervision over all affairs of the society and 
shall perform generally all duties incident to the office and such other duties as may be assigned to him 
or her by the Board of Directors from time to time.  

B. Vice President: The Vice President shall perform all duties of the President in his their absence or 
during his their inability to act and shall have such other and further other powers and shall perform 
such other and further duties as may be assigned to him by the Board of Directors.  

C. Secretary: The Secretary shall: 
1. Keep a list of all members of the Society 
2. Keep accurate record of all proceedings of the Society and the Board 
3. Notify all members of the Board of the time and place of all special meetings 
4. Give members of the Society notice of the time and place of the annual meeting and annual 

election of the Board of Directors. 
5. Keep strict account of all money that may come into their hands and deposit accordingly. 
6. Make out the annual report to the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
7. Perform such other duties as may be determined by the Board. 

D. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall:  
1. Assume custody and responsibility of all funds and/or Securities of the Society.  
2. Be responsible for maintaining an accurate and legible accounting system and associated records.  
3. Be responsible to receive all money coming into the Society, legible accounting system and 

associated records.  
4. Be responsible for a receipting system to show the source of revenue.  
5. Be responsible for disbursements of all monies by check, cash, money orders, etc.  
6. Be responsible for preparing a monthly and an annual report of any monies received and /or 

disbursed during each respective reporting period.  
7. Be responsible for the computations of the payroll and maintaining the payroll records.  
8. Be responsible for submitting all Federal, State & Local tax reporting requirements.  
9. Maintain a file of financial records as may be required by Federal, State and Local law.  
10. Be responsible for preparing the portion of the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s report 

which requires financial information.  
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11. Coordinate as needed with the Secretary and Directors any money receipts/disbursements 
required in their respective area of responsibility.  

12. Perform such duties as may be assigned by the Board of Directors  
E. Both the Secretary and the Treasurer shall serve under bond or dishonesty clause in an amount to be 

determined by the Board of Directors and paid for by the Society.  
 
Article X - Operations of the Fair and Fairgrounds Facility  
A. There shall be held a fair and annual exhibit of the Society each year in the County of Carroll, State of 

Ohio at the time and place designated by the Board of Directors at their annual meeting, if said dates 
are approved by the Ohio Director of Agriculture.  

B. The Board of Directors shall prescribe such rules and regulations as are necessary to carry on the 
purpose of this organization by conducting a County Fair and ancillary uses and activities of the 
fairgrounds facility.  

C. They shall determine all matters of policy in the matter of the fair and operations of the fairgrounds and 
may employ such individuals as are necessary to properly promote and conduct such fair and operations 
of the fairgrounds. 
 

Article XI - Order of Business  
A. Insofar as is practical the order of business of the meetings of the Directors shall be as follows: (1) Call 

meeting to order; (2) Roll Call; (3) Reading and disposal of previous minutes; (4) Reports of Officers 
and Committees; (5) Unfinished Business; (6) New Business and (7) Adjournment.  

 
Article XII - Committees and Superintendents  
A. The President shall appoint committees, superintendents and heads of the various departments as the 

Board of Directors may deem necessary and such appointments shall be confirmed by the Board.  
 
Article XIII - Amendments  
A. Amendments to the constitution and by-laws may be proposed by: 

1. A majority of the Board of Directors at a scheduled meeting voting in favor of placing an amendment 
on the ballot, or 
2. Filing a petition with the Secretary of Society at least 30 days prior to the annual meeting of the 
membership of the Society. Said petition must set forth the proposed amendment and be signed by not 
less than 25 members. 

B.  If an amendment is proposed, it shall be submitted to the membership of the Society at the annual 
meeting of the Society. Said amendment shall be published in at least one newspaper of general 
circulation in Carroll County, no less than 3 but not more than 10 days before it is to be voted on. 

C. When more than one amendment shall be submitted at the same time, they shall be submitted as to enable 
the members to vote on each amendment separately. 

D. If the majority of the membership voting on the proposed amendment shall adopt such an amendment, 
it shall become part of the constitution (or) by-laws (as intended). 

 
Article XIV - Quorum  
A. A majority of the Board of Directors of the Carroll County Agricultural Society shall constitute a 

quorum. For the transaction of any or all business coming before the Board, a majority vote of the 
quorum is necessary.   

 
Article XV - Alcohol 
A. The Carroll County Agricultural Society shall not be a permit holder to sell alcoholic beverages at a 

SocitSociety event, including the Fair. The Society may, by a majority vote of the Board, contract with 
a permit holder to sell or dispense alcoholic beverages as provided by the state, county, or another 
source to reimburse the contracted permit holder for the purchase price of the alcoholic beverages.      
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Adopted November 4 21, 2025 
 


