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2023 Cass County Fair                                                                                  

Powder Puff  Derby Rules  

Check in time: 3:00 pm to 6:30 pm no exception!  Driver’s meeting: 6:30 pm; Derby starts: 7:00 pm.  Semi 
wet track.  

1. Any passenger car or van allowed, front wheel drive, minimum 108” wheelbase required, (No trucks, am-
bulance, imperials, jeeps or checkers allowed)  

2. Seat belts are required and must be worn at all times when in the car.  

3. Battery must be securely fastened and covered in front seat of passenger floor board. (Only one automo-
bile type battery allowed)  

4. Breaching of the barrier will be cause for disqualification.  

5. Minimum age of drivers is 16 years. Waivers will be required from all persons allowed access to re-
stricted areas—to include minor waivers signed by parents/guardians.  

6. Helmets (minimum 2000 Snell specifications) required with goggles if no full-face shield; drivers should 
wear long pants and long sleeve shirts with heavy boots that go over the ankles. (a fire-retardant driv-
er’s suit is recommended)  

7. All glass, mirrors, lenses, chrome, body moldings, pot metal, metal trim, head-liners, in-side door panels, 
and anything breakable or loose, must be removed from car prior to arrival.  

8. No welding on frame, or reinforcing frame, Doors and trunk must be chained or welded shut, but not re-
inforced, if trunk is permanently shut, an inspection hole of twelve to fifteen inches is required.  

9. Engine must be in the original location; engines may be chained or welded to the frame.  

10. Driver’s door must be reinforced. Reinforcement material may be five feet in length by six inch wide 
channel type material and have a minimum of four (4) one inch bolts with six inch square steel backing 
plates one for each bolt. All sharp corners must be round-ed. May be inside or  

 
11. Original gas tanks must be removed before arrival. Factory fuel tank placed and secured or DOT ap-

proved supplement fuel tank (maximum three or six gallon capacity) must be placed in the rear passenger 
area, secured and covered with a non-flammable material or sheet of metal secured to floor.  

12. Radiators must be in stock position. WATER ONLY  

13. Driver’s door must be white: Number (s) must be 20 inches or bigger with black paint. Also have number 
on top for judging and recognition of car.  

14. Car’s engine hood must be chained or bolted and must be able to be opened for inspection. If bolted, a 
maximum of one inch or smaller bolts are allowed through the sheet metal. Bolts may extend to or 
through the frame. Two 10 inch fire holes, one on each side, are required in the engine hood. (The radia-
tor area must not be blocked)  



15. NO CHANGING OF SUSPENSION: No use of longer shackles or springs adjusters, no air shocks, no double 
springs, no cranking up torsion bars. Cars must have bounce. Chains, cables, and or wire wrapped around 
suspension are optional.  

16. Driver must stay in car with helmets and seat belts on until heat is over.   

17. Valve stem protectors are allowed.  

18. Absolutely NO HEADERS. Open exhaust is ok.  

19. Any car bumper can be used on any car but must be in stock position. It must be bolted on or can be 
welded only (equaling one inch or less per bolt).  

20. No altering or increasing the weight of the car. No sand or concrete can be used in any part of the auto-
mobile, including the tries. Trailer hitches must be completely removed so that no reinforcement remains. 
Towing from the arena will be done by derby officials.  

21. Driver’s windshield must have either (expanded metal with ½ inch square or minimum of 3- ½ inch bars). 
Hood bar in center of windshield running from the firewall to the roof.  

22. Transmission cooler may be moved to back seat area or on top of car but must be in a self-contained me-
tallic box or be secured.  

23. Electric fuel pumps are permitted for vehicles not equipped with manual pumps, but must have shut-off 
within reach of driver. Ether starting fluid may not be used in arena. If found in the car during or after the 
race, the driver and crew will be disqualified.  

24. A support bar across firewall and behind driver’s seat with added brace in middle providing, it does not go 
beyond rear axle is optional.  

25. ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL ALLOWED IN PITS AS WELL AS IN THE ARENA. DURING THE DERBY, ALL COOL-
ERS WILL BE INSPECTED.  

26. Aggressive contact must be made every 1 minute or disqualification.  
 
27. If car stalls during the race, driver has 2 minute to restart and resume derby.  
 
28. All decisions made by officials are final!!!  
 
29. No intentional hitting on driver’s door. If so, driver and car will be disqualified for the heat. This will be   

a judgment ruling. (Exception- if pushed into a driver’s door by another car.)  
 
30 Immediate disqualification will result if you: Remove your seat belt, helmet, or leave your car for any 
      reason. (Exception- if your car is on fire after race is stopped.)  

1. 

A $100.00 removal fee will be paid if car is not removed night of the derby.  
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First come basis or you can pre-register to assure a spot.  
IF IT DOESN’T SAY YOU CAN, YOU PROBABLY CAN’T!  

JUDGES HAVE FINAL DECISION! 


