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Thank you for sponsoring a young woman in the National Cherry Queen Competition. Each year, candidates 
from across Michigan compete for the chance to earn college scholarships and serve as a national 
spokesperson for the Cherry Industry and the National Cherry Festival. This year, we proudly offer $12,500 in 
scholarship awards. 
 
The Queen Selection competition takes place in two phases: Candidate Interviews/Selection and the Final 
Queen Competition during National Cherry Festival week. 
 
Candidate Interviews/Selection — May 29 & 30, 2026 
Each candidate will complete three judged interviews, deliver a cherry industry speech, and submit a personal 
introductory video and résumé/application. A panel of judges will evaluate all materials and interviews. 
The four highest-scoring candidates will each receive a $1,250 scholarship, a Festival wardrobe, and an all-
expenses-paid trip to Traverse City to compete in the Final Queen Competition during Festival Week. 
 
Final Queen Competition — July 4–11, 2026 
During Festival Week, the four finalists will serve as members of the Queen’s Court, attending events alongside 
the current National Cherry Queen. They will complete three additional interviews with a new panel of secret 
judges throughout the week. 
 
At the Queen’s Coronation Ball, the new National Cherry Queen and 1st Runner-Up will be announced. The 1st 
Runner-Up will receive a $1,750 total scholarship award, and the new National Cherry Queen will receive a 
$8,250 total scholarship award. 
 
Your generous sponsorship helps create a truly transformative experience. Sponsored candidates will proudly 
recognize their sponsors at public speaking engagements throughout Selection Weekend. While being crowned 
National Cherry Queen is the ultimate honor, every participant gains invaluable personal growth, unforgettable 
memories, and lifelong friendships. 
 
Thank you for helping us continue this meaningful tradition. 
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Please make checks payable to the “National Cherry Festival” and mail to:  
521 S. Union Street, Traverse City, MI  49684 

 
Candidate Name:              


