CITY OF GONZALES, TEXAS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
EMERGENCY MEETING

VIA TELEPHONE CONFERENCE

AGENDA - MARCH 25, 2020 5:30 P.M.
NOTICE is hereby given that, pursuant to Section 551.045 of the Texas Government Code and the March
16, 2020 order by the Governor of the State of Texas, the City Council will hold an emergency meeting on

Wednesday, March 25, 2020, at 5:30 p.m., via teleconference in accordance with Governor Abbott’s order.

An urgent public necessity exists requiring immediate action of the City Council due to
an imminent threat to public health and safety arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.

This meeting notice, agenda and agenda packet are posted online at www.gonzales.texas.gov.

The public toll-free dial in number to participate in the telephone conference is hosted through
FreeConferenceCall.com.

Toll-free call in number: 1-844-854-2222
When asked for an access code enter 348787#
It is not necessary to announce yourself when you join the teleconference.

The public will be permitted to offer public comments via telephone as provided by the agenda and as
permitted by the presiding officer during the meeting.

Alternatively, you can log on via www.FreeConferenceCall.com or download the app and join the meeting
using the information above or by entering the Meeting ID: cityofgonzales

A recording of the telephone conference will be made, and will be available to the public in accordance
with the Open Meetings Act upon written request.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

HEARING OF RESIDENTS

This time is set aside for any person who wishes to address the City Council. Each person should email
the City Secretary prior to the meeting at citysecretary@gonzales.texas.gov or speak when the Mayor calls
for comments. Presentations should be limited to no more than 3 minutes.

All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body, and not to any individual member
thereof.

Discussion by the Council of any item not on the agenda shall be limited to statements of specific factual
information given in response to any inquiry, a recitation of existing policy in response to an inquiry,
and/or a proposal to place the item on a future agenda.

EMERGENCY ITEMS
1. Discussion and possible action on an ordinance amending and possibly extending the public
health emergency declaration regarding precautionary measures in reference to the COVID-19
virus.
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2. Conduct the first reading of a resolution authorizing certain emergency financial assistance up
to $500,000.00 by the GEDC to be used as a line of credit or other financial assistance for
businesses located within the City of Gonzales, Texas due to the impacts of the COVID-19 virus.

3. Discuss and consider action on authorizing the City Manager to enact Fiscal Management
Contingency Plan Level II and postpone all capital improvement projects for a period of 30
days.

CERTIFIED as posted by 3:45 p.m. on March 25, 2020.

ilbert, Interirhh City Secretary

20f12



ORDINANCE 20-06

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GONZALES
EXTENDING A DECLARATION OF LOCAL DISASTER; ESTABLISHING RULES
AND REGULATIONS FOR THE DURATION OF THE DISASTER; RESTRICTING
CERTAIN ACTIVITIES; ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.

WHEREAS, in December 2019 a novel coronavirus, now designated COVID-19, was detected
in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China. Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough, and
shortness of breath. Outcomes have ranged from mild to severe illness, and in some cases death;
and

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Ogganization Director General declared the

outbreak of COVID-19 as a Public Health Emergenc tional Copcern (PHEIC), advising
countries to prepare for the containment, detection, d case(x ent, contact tracing
and prevention of onward spread of the disease;

WHEREAS, on March 5, 2020, the World H @ amzano u or Gene ged aggressive
preparedness and activation of emer to change tory of this
epidemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2 rld Heal zatmn d at the c@-w
outbreak should be characte pandcmlc 0
WHEREAS, the Ce Preven losely mor@ the growing
number of COVID- t have to the Umt

WHERE

4] deaths

cases %MID-]S) ha&poned 1ted States, including
id eclared emerg% arch 13, 2020; and
th Abbo saster on March 13, 2020; and

h 15, 202 rt more than 56 cases in Texas, and 49

states in the Umted states’re more 00 confirmed cases from government agencies
and the CDC; and

WHEREAS, Coronavirus as co; £ seasonal flu shows results of a huge fatality rate
difference of 1% and 0.1%;

WHEREAS, Coronavirus as compared to HIN1, Swine Flu, had a fatality rate of only 0.02
percent; and

WHEREAS, Covid-19 is more contagious than seasonal influenza once symptoms appear, it may
be possible to control by testing widely and quickly isolating those who have the disease; and
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WHEREAS, DSHS, the Texas Division of Emergency Management, and other state agencies
continue their ongoing preparations so that all of state government is working together to limit the
spread of the virus and protect Texans; and

WHEREAS, the estimated difference between a 0.1 percent and a 1.0 percent fatality rate could
result in 360,000 dead Americans; and

WHEREAS, the responsibility of local, state and national government is dependent on how we
respond when the difference in fatality rates demands extreme measures be taken to combat the
coronavirus as compared to the seasonal flu; and

WHEREAS, the Center for Disease Control recomm t citizens stop handshaking, clean
hands at the door, schedule regular hand washin ching €a d cover coughs and
sneezes, disinfect surfaces like doorknobs, tabl , and h arly, and increase

ventilation by opening windows or adj ustmg% dx mng,

WHEREAS, the Center for Dise comme rencmg for
meetings when possible, and adjusti ning lar tmgs org
WHEREAS, the Center for Risease Control reco cltlzens e if they eeling
sick or when they have a sic ly member i ome and
WHEREAS, house and m@. underlmeth conditions
should conduct the 1f the were)'a signiﬁcant p@ ith underlying
conditions; and

n cation 0 mmumty cases of | 9 in the United States
could has ission of the is o longe to those who traveled to
Chi ntact tra lers who havg china;
WHEREAS, a la @ ering of unidentifiable mdlw @hout necessary mitigation for the
spread of infectiGi may, pose a risk -'- spfead of disease; and

WHEREAS, t to exdS Disaster Act\of 1975, the mayor is designated as the

the City ales, and may exercise the powers granted to

reduce the possibility of expos , control the risk, promote health, compel persons to
undergo additional health m revent or control the spread of disease, including
isolation, surveillance, quarantine,%r placement of persons under public health observation,
including the provision of temporary housing or emergency shelters for persons misplaced or
evacuated and request assistance from the governor of state resources; and

WHEREAS, a declaration of local @é& and public health emergency includes the ability to
P

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 virus spreads between people who are in close contact with one another
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes: and
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WHEREAS, the continued worldwide spread of COVID-19 presents an imminent threat of
widespread illness, which requires emergency action; and

WHEREAS, a declaration of local disaster includes the ability to take measures to reduce the
possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk, and promote the health and safety of Gonzales
residents; and

WHEREAS, the City of Gonzales will work collaboratively with Gonzales County to ensure that all
appropriate and necessary measures are taken to limit the development, contraction and spread of
COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, by this Declaration of Public Health Em cy, I declare all rules and regulations

that may inhibit or prevent prompt response to thlS suspended r the duration of the
incident; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority grant or und exas Disaster Act of 1975,
I authorize the use of all available resources vemment - plitical subd1v1s1ons to assist
in the City’s response to this sntuatlon,
WHEREAS, I, Connie Kacir, of the Cl 5, Te e determined that
extraordinary and immediate m t be taken nd qui nt and allgviate the
suffenr;% of people exposed and se mfect e virus as those could
potentially be infected or imp by COVID- &
NOW, THEREFO @ Cl@ CIL ) TY OF
GONZALES, TEXA

Section 1 eC -: s con in the preambl are hereb @ d to be true, and such

J gre hereby e a part of thi i purposes and are adopted
a part judgment and \ s of the Ci il.
Section/Z. Tha la tate of di d public emergency declared by Mayor

g of th to §418.108(b) of the Government Code,

ed hereto as Exhibit A.
Section3.  Pursuant 2108(c)of %emment Code, this declaration of a local state
of disaster an ubhc he ency shall be given prompt and general publicity

and shall be filed th the City Clerk.
Section4.  Pursuant to §4 IS&) of the Government Code, this declaration of a local state

of disaster and public health emergency activates the City of Gonzales’s
participation in any city, county or state emergency management plan.

the City of G .108(a) of the Texas Government
reby ren @ period of 24 days until the April 9"

Section 5.  Pursuant to §418.020(c) of the Government Code, this declaration authorizes the
City to commandeer or use any private property, temporarily acquire, by lease or
other means, sites required for temporary housing units or emergency shelters,
subject to compensation requirements.
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Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

Section 9.

Section 10.

Pursuant to §122.006 of the Health and Safety Code, this declaration authorizes the
City to take any actions necessary to promote health and suppress disease,
including quarantine, examining and regulating hospitals, regulating ingress and
egress from the City, and fining those who do not comply with the City’s rules.

All ordinances or parts thereof, which are in conflict or inconsistent with any
provision of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict, and
the provisions of this Ordinance shall be and remain controlling as to the matters
herein.

This Ordinance shall be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the

State of Texas and the United States of ﬁj&
If any provision of this Ordina plicatidn f to any person or

circumstance shall be held to be in 1 sthe remainder of this Ordinance and the
application of such provnsnon e pETsons an stances shall nevertheless
be valid, and the City Com declares Ordinan ould have been

enacted without such n\m‘ vision.

It is officially fouﬁh 'ned, etmg at which this
Ordinance is adopted open to c and of the place,
and subject of the pub ness to dered at Such“mieeting,

including thi Inance ﬁ en, all d by C 1, Texas
Govcn\ e, as afiend

A extensi

aived dun time.

: 1 Clty of S unhty users on
@ that arclkl 3 1 expire on April 10,

d effect @C)aﬁcr its final passage, and any

ke
Q/(S@
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PASSED, ADOPTED, APPROVED, AND EFFECTIVE THE 16" DAY of MARCH, 2020.

CITY OF GONZALES, TEXAS

LN
e Q)\“‘i%m‘%



EXHIBIT A
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY RULES AND REGULATIONS

All public places:

. Requested to provide sanitation outside of their business and post notice to the public:
All persons are required to sanitize prior to entry and exit of their building

. Public places are to sanitize all public areas every hour

. All public and private gatherings and public are limited to an occupancy of 50
persons maximum effectively immediately, as in more detml below.

. City Facilities: \(}/
All municipal buildings shallbedi @
. In person payments shall no& pted. 0 ney op box, cﬂ@u and mail-in

payments ONLY at City

. Municipal Court setting&for the next 30 ag& 1be wn@d reset, ﬂ&erson

pleas will be accep

. Playground and spl@n the city closed @er notice.
All ev@ded to t J.B. WeuQQl the next 3 shall be rescheduled.
TS
ubllc and P%Gatherm @

rporates ts, ex @\ e noted below, the Centers for

1 CDC”) im Guidan &) navirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)
019

E The virus that -19 is transmitted, especially in group settings, and it

is essential that th of th owed to protect the ability of public and private

health care providersto handl of patients and safeguard public health and safety.

. Because of the risk spread of the virus, and the need to protect the most

vulnerable members of the mmunity, this declaration prohibits all indoor public and
private gatherings and outdoor gatherings within an enclosed space of fifty (50) persons
or more anywhere in the City of Gonzales beginning at 8:00 P.M. on March 16, 2020 and
continuing to April 9, 2020 unless further extended and renewed City Council on or prior
to this date.
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d. For all other gatherings, it is strongly recommended that social distancing protocols
established by the United States Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
found within the “Implementation of Mitigation strategies for Communities with Local
COVID-19 Transmission” issued by the CDC on or around March 11, 2020, including
canceling, rescheduling, or not attending events with fifty or more persons.

e. Further, organizations that serve high-risk populations (defined below) should follow CDC
guidance for social distancing.

f. Definitions and further guidance:

i

il

iv.

For purposes of this Declaration, a & chering” i event or convening,
subject to the exceptions and clarifi¢atipns Below, ogether fifty (50) or
more persons at the same ti QT&I‘; le room ®g other single confirmed or
enclosed space, such as, b, v.% ple and limitation, an auditorium,
theater, stadium (indoorxa' oor), vent eeting hall,
conference center, large tafetena, or any oﬁ nfined indo®g ore6nfined outdoor
- B QO

A Mass Gathmnclud&s evertsi ; g&m an
outdoor S}@u people @ @ - within b‘?mth of one

anoth:
does not prohibi erings of pﬁg&uﬂﬁpk@ separated
e buildi a mul@ ie theater, so long as

at the same time. This

not y singl
p%e of enclo where fifty (50) or more
@nt times W e day, so long as fifty (50) or
e same time. For any gathering
compli Social Distancing Recommendations,
d sanitizef, and tissues and increasing cleaning of

For purpo. ering does not include the following: (1) places
of worship; (2) , hotels, or residential buildings; (3) grocery stores,
shopping malls{ markets, or other retail establishments where large
numbers of people are present but it is unusual for them to be within arm’s length
of one another for extended periods; (4) hospitals, medical facilities and shelters;
and (5) jails and detention centers. In all such settings, it is recommended that the
public follow Social Distancing Recommendations, and harm reduction measures
such as hand sanitizer and tissues should be provided when possible. However,
any specific large gathering space that is part of any building included in this
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subparagraph “d” is subject to the prohibition on Mass Gatherings if the space holds
fifty or more people.

v. “ High-risk Populations” include people who are:
1. 60 years old and older;

2. People with certain health conditions such as heart disease, lung disease,
diabetes, kidney disease and weakened immune systems;

3. People who are pregnant or wi ant in the last two weeks.
4. People experiencing hom ) S\
vi. The City of Gonzales may u| ictions set &ns Exhibit as necessary to
respond to the evolving ci of thi

IV.  Violations of the em \-nles set fi xﬂn ) nsidered 3 Class C

zz;l:meanor puém tl:eO lished i&& 1. 109 City
& Cﬁ @
&)Q a>
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RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
GONZALES, TEXAS, APPROVING A TYPE B ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AUTHORIZED BY SECTION 505.158 OF
THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE, AUTHORIZING CERTAIN
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE UP TO $500,000.00 AS A LINE OF CREDIT OR
OTHER FORM OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO BE USED FOR
BUSINESSES LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF GONZALES, TEXAS;
AND PROVIDING FOR AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared the COVID-
19 outbreak a national health emergency beginning on March 1, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Governor of the State of Texas declared a state of
disaster for all counties in Texas in response to the COVID-19 outbreak; and

WHEREAS, the Gonzales Economic Development Corporation (hereinafter referred to
as the “GEDC”) is a Type B Economic development corporation, created pursuant to Chapter 505
of the Texas Local Government Code, as amended; and

WHEREAS, Section 505.158 of the Texas Local Government Code provides that “[f]or a
Type B corporation authorized to be created by a municipality with a population of 20,000 or less,
“project” also includes the land, buildings, equipment, facilities, expenditures, targeted
infrastructure, and improvements found by the corporation’s board of directors to promote new or
expanded business development.” Further, the statute provides that “[a] Type B corporation may
not undertake a project authorized by this section that requires an expenditure of more than $10,000
until the governing body of the corporation’s authorizing municipality adopts a resolution
authorizing the project after giving the resolution at least two separate readings”; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Gonzales, Texas, finds and determines that
providing a line of credit or other form of financial assistance in an amount not to exceed Five
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) for businesses located within the City of
Gonzales, Texas, is consistent with and meets the definition of “project” as that term is defined in
Section 505.158 of the Act; and the definition of “cost” as that term is defined by Section 501.152
of the Act; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Gonzales, Texas, finds and determines that
providing a line of credit or other form of financial assistance in an amount not to exceed Five
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) for businesses located within the City of
Gonzales, Texas, is consistent with Act, nonetheless the GEDC must still following the
requirements of the Act including the following: the public hearing requirement mandated by
Section 505.159 of the Act; the 60-day wait requirement pursuant to Section 505.160 of the Act;
and the performance agreement requirement required by Section 501.158 of the Act, unless said
requirements are subsequently waived or suspended by the Governor of the State of Texas due to
the COVID-19 outbreak.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF GONZALES, TEXAS, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the foregoing recitals are hereby found to be true and correct findings
of the City of Gonzales, Texas, and are fully incorporated into the body of this Resolution.

Section 2. That the City Council of the City of Gonzales, Texas, finds and determines
that providing a line of credit or other form of financial assistance in an amount not to exceed Five
Hundred Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($500,000.00) for businesses located within the City of
Gonzales, Texas, will promote new and expanded business development, and is otherwise
consistent with Section 505.158 of the Texas Local Government Code.

Section 3. That the City Council of the City of Gonzales, Texas, following the second
reading of this Resolution authorizes the project and authorizes the Mayor to execute this
Resolution.

Section 4. That this Resolution shall become effective from and after its passage.

DULY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Gonzales, Texas, on this the 25
day of March, 2020.

APPROVED:

Connie L. Kacir, Mayor

ATTEST:

Kristi Gilbert, Interim City Secretary
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