EXHIBIT A
MAY 2019
CITY OF GONZALES
HOME RULE CHARTER
MEASURES

Measure 1

Section 2.01 General

Except as specifically limited in this Charter, the City of Gonzales shall have all powers granted

to municipalities by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, together with all of the implied

powers necessary to carry into execution such granted powers. The public squares and avenues of

said city shall not be sold.




Section 3.07 Powers of the City Council
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All powers of the city and the determination of all matters of policy shall be vested in the city
council. WitheutHmitati i i
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Section 3.06 Vacancies

A. Vacancies. The office of a Council Member or office of the Mavyor shall become vacant upon

death, resignation, removal from office by recall, a declaration of vacancy by City Council as

provided for in Section 3.02. or as otherwise provided by law.

B. Filling Vacancies. In the event of a vacancy in the City Council, if there are 365 days or more

remaining on the term of the vacated City Council office, the City Council shall call a special

election to fill such vacancy. If there are less than 365 days remaining in the term of the vacant

City Council office, the City Council may, by majority vote of the remaining Members of City

Council, at its discretion, leave the office vacant, appoint a new Mayor or Councilmember to fill

such vacancy or call a special election to fill such vacancy.

Section 5.05 Election by Majority
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At any regular or special municipal election the candidates in each place on the ballot, including
the candidate for mayor, receiving the majority of votes cast, shall be declared elected. In the
absence of a majority of the votes cast for that position a run-off election shall be held in

accordance with State law. withinthirty (30)-daysfoHlowing the-efficial canvassingof the

preceding regular-or-speeial-election.

Section 6.07 Election to be Called

If the officer whose removal is sought does not resign, then it shall become the duty of the city
council to order an election_be held on the next authorized uniform election date. If, after the recall

election date is established the officer vacates his/her position then the election shall be cancelled
with State law. and-fixa-datefor-holdingsuchrecall-electionthe-date-ofwhich

in accordance

Section 7.02 Initiative

Qualified voters of the City of Gonzales may initiate legislation by submitting a petition addressed
to the city council, which requests the submission of a proposed ordinance or resolution to a vote
of the qualified voters of the city. Said petition must be signed by qualified voters of the city equal
in number to 20% of the number of votes cast at the last regular municipal election of the city, or
150, whichever is greater, and each copy of the petition shall have attached to it a copy of the
proposed legislation. The petition shall be signed in the same manner as recall petitions are signed,
as provided in Section 6.02 of this charter. The petition may consist of one or more copies as
permitted for recall petitions in Section 6.04 of this charter. Such petition shall be filed with the
person performing the duties of city secretary. Within ten (10) days after the filing of such petition,
the person performing the duties of city secretary shall present said petition and proposed
ordinance or resolution to the city council. Upon presentation of the petition and draft of the
proposed ordinance or resolution, it shall become the duty of the city council, within ten days after
the receipt thereof, to pass and adopt such ordinance or resolution without alteration as to meaning

or effect in the opinion of the persons filing the petition, or to call a special election within to be
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held on the next uniform

election date authorized by State law. withinthirty-five (35)-days-at-which

Measure 3

Section 6.02 Petitions for Recall

Before the question of recall of a councilmember shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the
city, a petition demanding such question to be so submitted shall first be filed with the person
performing the duties of city secretary; which said petition shall be signed by qualified voters of
the councilmember district equal in number to at least 35% 25% of the total number of registered
voters registered to vote in that district at the last regular City election number-of-votes-eastin
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petitieners. In the recall of the mayor the petition shall be signed by qualified voters of the city
equal in number to at least 35% of the total of the number of votes cast in each district at the last

regular municipal election of the city, but in no event less than 150 such petitioners. A recall
petition shall meet the requirements of Texas Election Code Chapter 277 or as amended.

Measure 4

Section 6.02 Petitions for Recall

Before the question of recall of a councilmember shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the
city, a petition demanding such question to be so submitted shall first be filed with the person
performing the duties of city secretary; which said petition shall be signed by qualified voters of
the councilmember district equal in number to at least 35% of the total number of votes cast in
that district at the last regular municipal election of the city, but in no event less than 80 such
petitioners. In the recall of the mayor the petition shall be signed by qualified voters of the city
equal in number to at least 35% 25% of the total of the rumber-ofvotes-castin-eachdistrict-at
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number of registered voters registered to vote at the last regular City election. A recall petition

shall meet the requirements of Texas Election Code Chapter 277 or as amended.

Measure 5

Section 7.02 Initiative

Qualified voters of the City of Gonzales may initiate legislation by submitting a petition addressed
to the city council, which requests the submission of a proposed ordinance erreselation to a vote
of the qualified voters of the city. Said petition must be signed by qualified voters of the city equal
in number to 20% of the number of votes cast at the last regular municipal election of the city, or
150, whichever is greater, and each copy of the petition shall have attached to it a copy of the
proposed legislation. The petition shall be signed in the same manner as recall petitions are signed,
as provided in Section 6.02 of this charter. The petition may consist of one or more copies as
permitted for recall petitions in Section 6.04 of this charter. Such petition shall be filed with the
person performing the duties of city secretary. Within ten (10) days after the filing of such petition,
the person performing the duties of city secretary shall present said petition and proposed
ordinance or resolution to the city council. Upon presentation of the petition and draft of the
proposed ordinance erreselution, it shall become the duty of the city council, within ten days after
the receipt thereof, to pass and adopt such ordinance erreselation without alteration as to meaning
or effect in the opinion of the persons filing the petition, or to call a special election within thirty-
five (35) days at which the qualified voters of the City of Gonzales shall vote on the question of
adopting or rejecting the proposed legislation. However, if any other municipal election is to be
held within sixty days after the filing of the petition, the question may be voted on at such election.

Section 7.03 Referendum

Qualified voters of the City of Gonzales may require that any ordinance erreseluatior, with the

exception of ordinances or resolutions levying taxes_or any other ordinance not subject to

referendum as provided by state statute or common law, passed by the city council, be submitted

to the voters of the city for approval or disapproval, by submitting a petition for this purpose within
30 days after final passage of said ordinance erreselation, or within 30 days after its publication.
Said petition shall be addressed, prepared and signed as required for petitions initiating legislation
as provided in Section 7.02 of this charter and shall be submitted to the person performing the
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duties of city secretary. Within ten (10) days upon the filing of such petition, the person performing
the duties of city secretary shall present said petition to the city council. Thereupon the city council
shall immediately reconsider such ordinance erreselation and, if it does not entirely repeal the
same, shall submit it to popular vote as provided in Section 7.02 of this charter. Pending the holding
of such election, such ordinance erreselution shall be suspended from taking effect and shall not
later take effect unless a majority of the qualified voters voting at such election shall vote in favor
thereof.

Measure 6

Section 7.09 Ordinances Passed by Popular Vote, Repeal or Amendment

No ordinance or resolution which may have been passed by the city council upon a petition or
adopted by popular vote under the provisions of this article shall be repealed or amended for a
period of three years from the date said ordinance became effective and then only upon by an

affirmative vote of two-thirds of the City Council, except by the city council may, in response to

a referendum petition or by submission as provided in Section 7.04 of this charter submit an

amendment or repeal to a vote by the Citizens at any time.

Measure 7/

Section 8.02 Development of Property

The city council shall cooperate in every manner possible with persons interested in the
development of property within or beyond the city limits. No expenditure of public funds,
however, shall be authorized for the development of privately-owned subdivisions situated within
or beyond the corporate limits of the city, except for the extension of utilities or services to such
areas and expenditure of public funds by the Economic Development Corporation as allowed by
Local Government Code Chapter 501 or the Texas Constitution.

Measure &

Section 11.02 Personal Interest
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For purposes of this Section term "City Official" means any individual subject to the requirements

of Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 171.

It 1s hereby prohibited for City Council members or a City Official to violate the rules and

regulations regarding conflicts of interests as set out in the Texas Local Government Code, Chapter
171.

Measure 9

Section 7.02 Initiative

Qualified voters of the City of Gonzales may initiate legislation by submitting a petition addressed
to the city council, which requests the submission of a proposed ordinance or resolution to a vote
of the qualified voters of the city. Said petition must be signed by qualified voters of the city equal

1n number to 20% 25% of the number of registered voters registered to vote at the last regular City

election. number-of-vote

isgreater; and each copy of the petition shall have attached to it a copy of the proposed legislation.
The petition shall be signed in the same manner as recall petitions are signed, as provided in
Section 6.02 of this charter. The petition may consist of one or more copies as permitted for recall
petitions in Section 6.04 of this charter. Such petition shall be filed with the person performing the
duties of city secretary. Within ten (10) days after the filing of such petition, the person performing
the duties of city secretary shall present said petition and proposed ordinance or resolution to the
city council. Upon presentation of the petition and draft of the proposed ordinance or resolution,
it shall become the duty of the city council, within ten days after the receipt thereof, to pass and
adopt such ordinance or resolution without alteration as to meaning or effect in the opinion of the
persons filing the petition, or to call a special election within thirty-five (35) days at which the
qualified voters of the City of Gonzales shall vote on the question of adopting or rejecting the
proposed legislation. However, if any other municipal election is to be held within sixty days after

the filing of the petition, the question may be voted on at such election.
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Measure 10

Section 11.11 Charter Review Commission

The city council shall appoint a charter review commission consisting of five citizens of the City
of Gonzales at the July City Council meeting in even-numbered years ending in zero (“0”) and
five (*5”). Each councilmember shall appoint one (1) member to the commission. The charter
review commission shall be empaneled from August 1st through January 31st. The final report of
the commission shall be presented to the council no later than the February regular council

meeting.

Measure 11

Section 4.05 City Attorney

The city council shall appoint a competent and duly licensed attorney practicing law in the City of
Gonzales, Texas, who shall be the city attorney. He/she shall receive for his/her services such
compensation as may be fixed by the city council and shall hold his/her office at the pleasure of
the city council. The city attorney, or such other attorneys selected by himther-with-the-approval
efthe city council, shall represent the city in all litigation. He/she shall be the legal advisor of and
attorney and counsel for, the city and all officers and departments thereof.
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