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2026 Agriculture Essay Contest Scholarship

The East Texas State Fair is proud to support the next generation of leaders through the East
Texas State Fair Agriculture Essay Contest Scholarship. One graduating high school senior from
East Texas will be awarded a $2,500 scholarship to continue their education at an accredited
four-year university, two-year college, technical/trade school or vocational certification
programs.

Please complete all sections of this application and submit via email along with your essay to
education@etstatefair.com by September 18", 2026.

Incomplete applications may not be considered.
Eligibility

e Open to graduating high school seniors residing in East Texas.

e Students may attend any accredited public, private, or homeschool program.
Recipient Expectations

The scholarship recipient will be recognized during the State of Agriculture Luncheon at the
East Texas State Fair on Wednesday, September 30, 2026. The recipient must be present to
accept the award unless excused by the scholarship committee due to extenuating circumstances.

Essay Prompt Guidelines: Innovation in Agriculture

Agriculture is constantly evolving through new technologies, innovative practices, and creative
solutions to meet the needs of a growing world.

In an essay of at least 1,500 words, discuss Innovation in Agriculture and address the
following questions:

e Why is agriculture important to our society, economy, and future?

o What are some of the most significant innovations or emerging technologies in
agriculture today?



How are these innovations changing the way food, fiber, livestock, or natural resources
are produced?

What are some of the current challenges facing agriculture, and how can innovation help
address them?

How do you envision innovation shaping the future of agriculture over the next decade?

Applicants are encouraged to support their ideas with examples, research, personal experiences,
or observations from their own community.

Judging Criteria

Applications will be evaluated on:

Understanding of agricultural innovation
Organization and clarity

Use of supporting examples or research
Grammar, spelling, and overall writing quality

Originality and critical thinking (essays will be filtered for Al use and essays written with
Al will be disqualified).

(application continued on next page)



Applicant Information:

Full Name:

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Date of Birth:

High School Information

High School Name:

Expected Graduation Date:

Current GPA:

Postsecondary Plans

What type of education do you plan to pursue after graduation?
0] Four-Year University

[0 Community College

L] Technical/Trade School

0] Other (please explain)

Name of College, University, or Program (if known):

Intended Major, Program of Study, or Career Field:

East Texas State Fair Involvement

Please list any East Texas State Fair contests in which you have participated.
(Examples: Livestock Show, Public Speaking Contest, Plant ID Contest, Landscape Design
Contest, Art Contest, Photography Contest, Floral Cup etc.)



Household Information

2025 Total Household Income
] Under $35,000

O $35,000-$69,999

0 $70,000-$99,999

0 $100,000-$149,999

0 $149,999-$199,999

1 $200,000 or more

Essay Submission
Please attach your essay (minimum 1,500 words) on the topic:
Innovation in Agriculture

(See Essay Prompt Guidelines Page)

Applicant Certification

I certify that the information provided in this application is true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge. I understand that if selected as the scholarship recipient, I am expected to attend the
State of Agriculture Luncheon at the East Texas State Fair on Wednesday, September 30,
2026, unless excused by the scholarship committee due to extenuating circumstances.

Applicant Signature:

Date:




