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What is the East Texas State Fair Roundup Day? 

Roundup Day is a community-wide celebration that kicks off the excitement for the East 

Texas State Fair. Inspired by the spirit of Texas tradition, it’s a day for schools to show 

their Fair pride by dressing in Western wear, hosting themed events, and engaging with 

their district. Whether it’s cowboy boots, activities in gym class, or decorated 

classrooms, Roundup Day is all about bringing East Texans together in fun, festive 

fashion before the Fair officially begins.  

When is the East Texas State Fair Roundup Day? 

Roundup Day is always the first Friday of the Fair, opening day. This year it is on 

Friday, September 25, 2026. 

Why Participate? 

• Boost school spirit and student engagement 
• Celebrate a proud East Texas tradition 
• Get your school featured in community highlights 
• Join in on a shared experience across East Texas 
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How Your School Can Get Involved 

👢 Dress the Part

Encourage students, teachers, and staff to wear Western-themed attire—jeans, boots, 

plaid shirts, cowboy hats, and more! Make it fun with themes like “Best Dressed 

Cowboy/Cowgirl” or grade-level competitions. Need an outfit? Stop by our rodeo-

presenting sponsor, Cavender’s in Tyler! 

🐴 Host a Campus Event 

Plan a school-wide or classroom activity to make the day extra memorable.

• Western-themed pep rally

• Stick horse races or hay bale relays

• Texas trivia contest

• Cowboy-themed art or writing project

• Country music dance breaks

🎨 Student Creative Contest 

Invite students to showcase their creativity and share what the Fair means to them. 

Schools can participate by creating activities with student artwork, writing, and other 

creative projects to be displayed at their school.

• Fair essay or short story contest

• Agriculture-themed art contest

• Design your dream fair ride contest
• "Why Agriculture Matters" writing contest
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🏆 Share the Fun and Win a Prize 

Snap a photo of your school participating in Roundup Day and post it with the 

#ETSFRoundupDay tag for your chance to win a Kona Ice day and a custom buckle! You 

can also submit an entry at www.etstatefair.com/roundup-day. 
We’ll announce a winner after the Fair. 

🧡 Support the Fair

Hang up posters, decorate your hallways, or have students create artwork inspired by 

the Fair. Show your school pride and community support with bulletin boards, door 

decorations, or announcements about upcoming Fair events.

Tickets on sale for the East Texas State Fair 
Tickets to the Fair and rodeo are on sale August 3! Rodeo VIP tickets are $125 and 
include a catered meal by Montez, beverages, and admission to the Fair. Rodeo 
General Admission tickets start at $25 and include admission to the Fair.  

General admission tickets to the Fair are $12 for adults and $6 for students ages 3–12, 

with children under 2 admitted free. Carnival wristbands are $37 for unlimited rides on 

any one day. Early bird discounts will be available through September 24. All tickets, 

including rodeo admission, can be purchased at www.etstatefair.com/tickets. 

About the East Texas State Fair

The East Texas State Fair is a nonprofit organization that brings our community 

together to celebrate heritage, promote agriculture, provide family friendly entertainment 

and facilitate youth development. With over a century of tradition, the Fair welcomes more 
than 100,000 visitors annually and contributes nearly $1 million each year in community 
impact through scholarships, programs, and events. 

https://www.etstatefair.com/roundup-day
http://www.etstatefair.com/tickets
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