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RULES & REGULATIONS

1.Every care will be taken in handling entries; however, the East Texas State Fair
assumes no responsibility for loss of or damage to entries.

2.Entries deemed distasteful, suggestive, offensive, or otherwise inappropriate
may be disqualified.

3.The East Texas State Fair reserves the right to refuse or disqualify any entry that
does not comply with competition rules or is deemed inappropriate for public
display. All decisions are final.

4.Entries will only be accepted on the designated intake dates and during
published intake hours. 

5.All entries must have been completed within the past two (2) years and may not
have been previously entered in the East Texas State Fair Art Competition.

6.Each entry must be the original work of the exhibitor named on the entry form.

7.Artwork created from photographs taken by the exhibitor, a family member, or a
friend may be entered as original work, provided the artwork itself is the
exhibitor's original creation.

8.Artwork copied from copyrighted photographs, published images, commercial
artwork, logos, or other copyrighted material is not eligible for competition.
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RULES & REGULATIONS CONTINUED

9.Artwork generated wholly or partially through artificial intelligence (AI) is not
eligible for competition.

10.Exhibitors entering the Youth Division must meet the age requirements for that
division.

11.Awards and ribbon placements are determined solely at the discretion of the
judges. Judges are not required to award all ribbon placements if, in their
opinion, entries do not meet the standards of the competition.

12.All entries must be completely finished and ready for display at the time of
submission.

13.No personal names or identifying information may appear on the front of the
artwork.

14.Entries may not be removed prior to the designated release dates and times.

15.Entries may only be claimed by presenting the official claim check during
designated release dates and times.

16.The East Texas State Fair reserves the right to photograph accepted entries and
use those images for promotional, educational, archival, and marketing
purposes.
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ARTWORK PREPARATION GUIDELINES

1.Adult entries must be framed and ready to hang. Glass is not permitted.

2.Youth entries must be framed or matted and ready for display. Glass is not
permitted.

3.Glass is not permitted in any frame. Artwork submitted with glass will not be
accepted. This policy is intended to ensure the safety of exhibitors, volunteers,
patrons, and staff.

4.Wood or plastic frames are recommended.

5.Artwork submitted on paper, poster board, or cardboard must be framed or
professionally matted and prepared for hanging.

6.Adult artwork may not exceed 28" × 40", including frame.

7.Youth artwork may not exceed 24" × 36", including frame or matting.

8.Artwork that is not ready to hang may not be accepted.

9.No personal names or identifying information may appear on the front of the
artwork.
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ARTWORK PREPARATION GUIDELINES CONTINUED

10.Please clearly label the back of the artwork with:
Exhibitor’s first and last name
Phone number
Category entered

11.All artwork must be equipped with secure hanging hardware and be ready for
display. Accepted hanging hardware includes wire, D-rings with wire, or
sawtooth hangers.
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Each exhibitor may enter up to six (6) artworks, with only one (1) entry per
category.

The entry fee is $5.00 per artwork. Entry fees are non-refundable.

Entries may be registered online before the entry deadline or in person during
designated intake dates and times.

Online registration does not constitute acceptance into the competition. Please
deliver all artwork during the designated intake dates and times for final
acceptance.

In-person registrations must be completed when artwork is submitted.

All required entry information and fees must be received before artwork will be
accepted.

Exhibitors will receive a claim check upon submission of artwork. The claim
check must be presented when artwork is claimed during designated release
dates and times.

Submission of an entry constitutes acceptance of all competition rules and
regulations.

ENTRY PROCEDURES & FEES
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Youth division eligibility is determined by the exhibitor's age on the first day of the
East Texas State Fair.

Youth 5 - 7 years old

Youth 8 - 10 years old

Youth 11 - 13 years old

Youth 14 - 17 years old

Youth Special Needs

Adult Amateur 18+

Adult Teachers / Professionals

Adult Special Needs 

DIVISIONS
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Painting: Acrylic / Oil / Tempera
Original artwork created primarily using acrylic, oil, or tempera paints.

Mixed Media
Artwork incorporating two or more artistic media or materials into a single
composition.

Pencil / Colored Pencil / Charcoal
Artwork created primarily using graphite pencil, colored pencil, charcoal, or similar
dry drawing media.

Watercolor
Artwork created primarily using watercolor paints.

Ink / Marker
Artwork created primarily using ink, markers, or similar drawing media.

Pastels: Oil / Chalk
Artwork created primarily using oil pastels or soft/chalk pastels.

CATEGORIES
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NEW THIS YEAR

Printmaking
Original artwork produced through printmaking techniques such as linocut,
woodcut, monoprint, collagraph, etching, or screen printing.

Digital Art
Original artwork created digitally using drawing, painting, illustration, or graphic
design software. Artwork must be the exhibitor's original creation and may not
contain AI-generated imagery.

Any Medium East Texas State Fair Themed
Artwork in any medium that celebrates, depicts, or is inspired by the East Texas
State Fair, including its traditions, attractions, exhibits, entertainment, agriculture, or
community spirit.

CATEGORIES
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Entries are judged against other works within the same category and age
division based on creativity, composition, craftsmanship, originality, and overall
artistic merit. First, second, and third place ribbons are awarded to the entries
that demonstrate the highest levels of achievement within their respective
categories.

 
Best in Class Award - The Best in Class Award recognizes the highest-scoring
entry within each category. Selected from among the first-place winners, Best in
Class recipients represent the finest examples of artistic achievement, technical
skill, and creative expression within their category.

East Texas Excellence Award - Selected by the judging panel from among all
Best in Class winners, this award recognizes one outstanding artwork that
exemplifies exceptional creativity, craftsmanship, originality, and overall artistic
excellence. The recipient will receive special recognition, and the artwork will be
prominently featured during the Fair.
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