
The Ugly Dog Contest 

 
Contest Date: Time & Location 

The Ugly Dog Contest will be held on Saturday, August 1st, 2026, during the Elkhart County 4H Fair 

in Goshen, IN at 5:00 PM. 

 

Check-In Window: 4:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. EST. Location: Heritage Stage Park (backstage) 

• Mandatory Contestant Meeting: 4:30 p.m. Location: Heritage Stage Park (backstage) 

• Main Stage Event: 5:00 p.m. EST 
 

 

What is Required to Enter?  

To be considered a complete entry, you must submit your online registration by Friday, July 17, 

2026. 

 

1. Completed & Signed Entry Form: All fields must be filled out, including the owner’s 

contact information. 

2. A Dog Biography: This story is used by the judges for the Spirit Award and by the Emcee 

during your on-stage interview. Tell us about your dog’s history, personality, and why they 

are special! 

3. Digital Photo: A clear photo of your dog. It will also be provided for the Emcee for 

introductions. 

4. Proof of Current Vaccinations: A clear digital scan (PDF preferred) of your dog’s current 

vaccination records (including Rabies).  

5. Entry Fee: There is no entry fee to participate in the contest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONTEST OUTLINE 

 

Contest Outline: What to Expect 

The Ugly Dog Contest is a lighthearted event for the entire community to enjoy.   
 

1. Arrival, Check-In & Backstage Policy 

• The Check-In: There will be a designated check in area near Heritage Park Stage  
 

2. Mandatory Briefing Meeting 

Once checked in, all handlers must attend the mandatory briefing backstage. 

• The Briefing: We will go over the program details and provide a walk-through of the stage 

entrance and exit. 
 

 

3. Individual Walk & Introduction  

The official show begins with your grand entrance. Each dog and handler will be called to the 

stage individually. 

• The Solo Walk: You will walk onto the Park Stage alone for the judges and fans.  

• Introduction: You will proceed onto the main stage for a brief introduction by the Emcee, 

then return backstage to wait for your formal interview segment. 
 

4. Individual On-Stage Interviews  

Handlers will be called up from backstage one by one for their formal interview with the Emcee. 

• The Interview: The Emcee will use your submitted biography (breed, age, rescue story) 

and ask questions about your dog. The Emcee may ask about their quirks, funny habits, 

or unexpected stories.  

• Post-Interview: After your questions, you will return to the waiting area to wait for the 

judges' final deliberation. 
 

5. The Final Results & Crowning  

The Spirit Award winner and the Top 3 finalists will be called back to the stage for the results. 

• Awards: Winners are announced in order: Spirit Award, 3rd Place, 2nd Place. 

• The Champion: The ceremony concludes with the crowning of Elkhart County’s Ugliest 

Dog!  

 

 

 

 

 



OFFICIAL CONTEST RULES 

 

By submitting an Entry Form, all contestants, owners, and handlers agree to comply with the following 

official rules and regulations of the contest. Failure to follow these rules may result in disqualification, 

forfeiture of awards, and/or removal from the contest and fairgrounds. 
 

Animal Health & Safety 

1. Mandatory Veterinary Documentation: 

• Vaccination Records: All dogs must have current veterinary health records, including proof of 

vaccinations, submitted with their entry form.  

• Verification: Dogs without both complete, up-to-date vaccination records will not be permitted to 

participate in the contest. 
 

2. Any dog showing signs of illness, injury, or communicable disease will not be admitted or allowed to 

remain on the fairgrounds. 
 

3. All animal health decisions will be made in the best interest of the individual dog as well as the health 

and safety of other animals at the fair. 
 

4. Any misrepresentation of a dog’s health, age, history, or identity may result in immediate 

disqualification. 
 

Handler Conduct & Animal Welfare 
 

5. Contestants, owners, and handlers must bring all supplies necessary for the care and comfort of their 

dog, including pet waste supplies (such as waste bags), food, dishes, bedding, carriers, leashes, and any 

other essential items. The Elkhart County 4H Fair will provide water for the dogs and handlers. 
 

6. Contestants, owners, and handlers must treat their dogs humanely and respectfully at all times. Any 

inhumane, unsafe, or inappropriate action toward a dog will result in disqualification, forfeiture of awards, 

and removal of both the contestant and the dog from the fairgrounds. 
 

7. Dogs must remain under the direct control of their handler at all times. Aggressive, unsafe, or 

uncontrollable dogs may be disqualified and removed from the contest and the fairgrounds at the 

Director’s discretion. 
 

8. Dogs may not be intentionally altered in any way to enhance appearance specifically for the purpose of 

this contest. 
 

9. Once a contestant has checked in, the contest is considered to have officially begun for that participant. 

Dogs must be under the control of the handler at all times. Once you check in on Saturday, August 1st, 

2026, you and your dog are officially underway in the contest.  
 

10. Handlers must remain in designated areas. Once you check in, you and your dog are officially underway 

in the contest. You are required to remain in the designated backstage area during this time and should 

not leave to obtain food, drinks, or other items. If you are not present and ready for the Mandatory 



Meeting, you will be disqualified from the contest. Bathroom breaks are permitted; however, handlers are 

encouraged to take care of personal needs before the contest begins. If a handler must step away, their 

dog must remain in the contest area and be attended to at all times by a responsible individual designated 

by the handler. The Elkhart County 4H Fair is not responsible for supervising or caring for contestants’ dogs 

at any time.  

 

11. Each dog may have only one designated handler. No additional individuals — including owners, family 

members, or guests — may accompany the dog in the official contest areas, which include the Check-In 

Area, Backstage, Main Stage, Red Carpet, “Dog Park, and other staging areas. This rule is enforced to 

ensure safety, maintain order, and provide adequate space for all contestants and staff. 
 

12. Each dog entering the contest must have its own completed Entry Form, Release & Waiver, and 

designated handler. An individual may not serve as a handler for more than one (1) dog. 
 

 

13. In the event of a health emergency involving a contestant’s dog and/or handler, contest management 

reserves the right to summon veterinary or emergency assistance, remove the dog from participation, or 

take any action deemed necessary for the animals or humans’ well-being. 
 

 

 

Contest Governance 

14. All contestants must comply with state and federal animal health regulations as well as Elkhart County 

4H Fair health requirements. 
 

15. All contest results and judges’ decisions are final. 
 

16. All contestants must be present in person at the contest.  
+++ 

17. Contestants must check in by the designated time on contest day. Late arrivals may be denied 

participation at Fair Board Director’s discretion. 
 

18. Each contestant dog and their designated handler will receive free admission to the Elkhart County 

Fair on contest day only.  
 

19. All completed online registration must be submitted no later than Friday, July 17th, 2026, 5:00 p.m. 
 

20. Each entry must include: proof of current veterinary records (including rabies vaccination), a high-

quality digital photograph (.jpg format preferred), and a biography for use in official contest materials and 

media. 
 

21. Biographies must include: the dog’s name, age, breed, hometown and state, how the dog was 

acquired, personality traits. You may include any other information you would like to provide in the 

biography. This information may be used in official publications, media stories, and announcements during 

the contest. 
 

22. The Spirit Award is based primarily on the biography submitted with the entry and is intended to 

recognize resilience and the special bond between dog and owner. 
 



23. The Elkhart County 4H Fair reserves the right to cancel, postpone, or modify the contest at any time 

due to weather, emergencies, or other circumstances beyond its control. Contest format, timing, or 

location may also be adjusted for the health and safety of participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FAQ 

 
Q1. Is there a fee to enter my dog in the contest?  

A: No. There is no entry fee to participate. Furthermore, each contestant dog and one designated 

handler will receive complimentary admission to the Elkhart County 4H Fair on the day of the event. 
 

Q2. When is the entry deadline? 

A: Registration be submitted by Friday, July 17th, 2026.  
 

Q3. What must I include with my entry? 

A: Your emailed entry must include all of the following: 

• Completed Contestant Entry Form/Release & Waiver (signed by owner) 

• A high-quality digital photo of your dog (.jpg format) 

• A written biography (dog’s name, age, breed, how acquired, personality traits, etc.) 

• Proof of current rabies vaccination and other veterinary records 
 

 

Q4. Where and when is the contest held? 

A: The contest takes place Saturday, August 1st, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. EST at the Elkhart County 4H Fair in 

Goshen, IN. 
 

Q5. What time do I need to arrive on contest day? 

A: Important Times: 

• Check-In: 4:00 – 4:30 p.m. EST 

• Mandatory Contestant Meeting: 4:30 p.m. EST 

• Contest Start: 5:00 p.m. EST 
 

Note: Late arrivals may be denied participation at management’s discretion. 
 

Q6. Do contestants get free admission to the fair? 

A: Each contestant dog and their designated handler receive free admission to the Elkhart County 4H Fair 

on contest day (Saturday, Aug. 1, 2026). All other family, friends, or guests must purchase their own fair 

admission tickets. 
 

Q7. What do I need to bring on contest day? 

A: Whoever accompanies the dog on contest day — the owner or the designated handler — must bring: 

• A physical paper copy of current vaccination records (including Rabies) 

• The dog’s care supplies, such as a leash, water dish, and waste bags. 
 

Q8. What are the prizes? 

A: Prizes by place: STAY TUNED! 

• 1st Place:  

• Spirit Award: honors a dog whose biography and story embody resilience and inspiration.  

 


