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General Testing Policy

The Youth Livestock Expo will conduct drug testing on all Grand Champion and Reserve Grand Champion
animals that become eligible for the Junior Livestock Auction. In addition, random drug testing may be
conducted on other junior market livestock at the discretion of Youth Livestock Expo management.

Drug testing procedures are highly sensitive and capable of detecting substances at concentrations of
less than one nanogram. Testing laboratories may screen for a broad range of legal and illegal
substances.

The Youth Livestock Expo reserves the right to conduct fluid testing, which may include blood and/or
urine, as well as tissue, hair, feather, and/or other laboratory analyses on any animal entered for
competition.

It is important to read and understand the policies and guidelines for all shows in which you are entered
and exhibiting, especially the rules regarding the animal drug testing policy.

Any exhibitor whose animal produces a positive test result for any unapproved medication, drug,
chemical, performance-enhancing substance, or chemical residue may be disqualified and barred from
future participation in the Youth Livestock Expo.

Exhibitors whose market animals test positive for any performance-enhancing medication, drug,
chemical, or substance—including but not limited to steroids, diuretics, anti-inflammatories,
tranquilizers, painkillers, or chemical residues—shall forfeit all premiums and/or sale proceeds
associated with that animal and agree to accept all resulting consequences without recourse against the
Youth Livestock Expo.

Exhibitor Guidance and Compliance Tips
To help prevent rule violations, exhibitors are strongly encouraged to observe the following guidelines:
e Know Your Feed: Certain products approved for one species may not be approved for all species.
For example, Optiflex and Zilmax are approved for cattle, and Paylean is approved for hogs;
however, these products are not approved for lambs or goats. Exhibitors must ensure all feeds
and supplements are species-appropriate and free of prohibited substances.
e FDA-Approved Medications: While some substances may be FDA-approved for a given species,
they still may be considered a violation at a specific animal show. This is especially true when



considering medications that have anti-inflammatory properties or are considered to have pain-
relieving properties.

o Shared Responsibility: All family members, advisors, and individuals assisting with animal care
must be aware of these rules. Exhibitors are fully responsible for what is present in their animal,
regardless of who administered any substance.

e Withdrawal Compliance: All labeled withdrawal times and elimination periods must be strictly
followed. Improper withdrawal may result in penalties or disqualification.

Do’s and Don’ts for Preparing to Exhibit at the Youth Livestock Expo
The following guidelines are provided to help exhibitors properly prepare their livestock projects for
exhibition and ensure compliance with animal health and exhibition standards.

Do’s Don’ts

e Know exactly what you are feeding your e Do not use feed from unreputable or
animals. Carefully read and understand unknown sources.
the labels on all feeds, feed additives, e Do not use feed without a clearly
and medications. labeled ingredient list.

e Ask questions when unsure. Always e Do not feed human food or beverages,
follow label directions and observe all such as chocolate or energy drinks, to
required withdrawal times. animals, as they may contain caffeine or

e Maintain a working relationship with a other prohibited substances.
licensed veterinarian. Consult your e Do not administer human medications
veterinarian before administering any to animals unless specifically directed
medication or medicated feed to your by a licensed veterinarian.
animals.

Ractopamine

According to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), ractopamine is an approved feed additive for
hogs harvested under USDA inspection. At this time, the Youth Livestock Expo will not test for
ractopamine. Exhibitors who choose to use ractopamine are solely responsible for following all
manufacturer label directions and withdrawal requirements.

Integrity of the Food Chain

Protecting the integrity and safety of meat derived from livestock exhibited at the Youth Livestock Expo is
a primary objective of these policies. Exhibitors have a moral and ethical responsibility to ensure animals
are free of prohibited substances and safe for human consumption. Any injection, use, or administration

of a drug prohibited by federal, state, or local law, or used in a manner of inconsistent with such laws,

is strictly prohibited.



Disclaimer

Neither The Youth Livestock Expo nor the Erie County Agricultural Society provide special security or
guard services for livestock areas and are not responsible for the acts of third parties. The exhibitor (and
exhibitor’s parent or legal guardian, if the exhibitor is a minor) acknowledges that the Youth Livestock
Expo may disqualify any exhibitor whose animal tests positive for any performance-enhancing
medication, drug or substance, regardless of fault or knowledge. Disqualification shall result in forfeiture
of all auction proceeds and/or premiums and may include prohibition from future participation in Youth
Livestock Expo events.

Animal Inspection and Testing Authority

As a condition of participation, exhibitors agree to submit animals for inspection and testing by
veterinarians or officials appointed by the Youth Livestock Expo. Authorized testing methods may
include, but are not limited to, ultrasound, DNA, tissue, blood, urine, hair, and feather analysis.

All findings are final and binding without recourse. Exhibitors waive any claims against the Youth
Livestock Expo, The Erie County Agricultural Society, its officials, and appointed veterinarians arising from
inspections, testing, or resulting decisions.

Condemnation and Final Disqualification

The Youth Livestock Expo may condemn or disqualify any animal, live or slaughtered, found in violation
of these rules. Disqualification results in forfeiture of all auction proceeds and premiums. Class placings
shall not be adjusted following disqualification. All disciplinary decisions and penalties shall be
determined by the Youth Livestock Expo, operating under the authority of the Erie County Agricultural
Society.

Exhibitor Responsibility
Compliance with all rules is the sole responsibility of the exhibitor. Lack of knowledge, intent, or
third-party involvement shall not constitute a defense to violations.

Penalties
Violations of these rules may result in one or more of the following actions:
e Permanent barring of the animal from competition
e Suspension or permanent removal of exhibitor participation
e Barring of family members, representatives, or agents
e Notification of violations to cooperating livestock exhibitions
e Withholding or return of awards
e Forfeiture of all proceeds from the Youth Livestock Expo Junior Livestock Sale



Exhibitors shall be liable for all costs incurred by the Youth Livestock Expo related to violations, including
testing, labor, legal, and consultant fees. If a prohibited substance is detected, a second sample may

be submitted at the exhibitor’s expense.

Disqualified Animals

If an animal awarded a placing or prize is disqualified, lower-placing animals shall not advance into

higher placing positions.

Persons Involved in Prohibited Acts

Any individual who performs or assists in a prohibited act may be permanently barred from participation
in the Youth Livestock Expo and referred to appropriate authorities. Advisors, leaders, parents,
guardians, and sponsoring agents found to encourage or facilitate prohibited acts may also be barred.



