
CREATIVE ARTS 
Fine Arts Exhibit

Framing and Wiring



Framing

ÅIn this tutorial we will clarify: 

ÅSize requirements 

ÅProper framing for Erie County Fair 

ÅRequirements for exhibiting at Erie County Fair 

ÅSuggested vendor for Framing Preferred Service Provider



Getting supplies ready
To frame and wire your art for hanging you 
will need:

- frame (wood or metal NOT PLASTIC)

- Nails

- Hammer

- Wire

- Hardware (D-Ring hangers preferred)

- Screwdriver

- Pencil

- Ruler

- Acid free backing paper (for frames with 
glass)



Frames

- Select a frame style and material that will 
compliment your work

- Erie County Fair will accept wood and 
metal frames yet WILL NOT accept plastic 
frames

- Your frame should be securely wired for 
the size and weight of your art.

- A painting created with acrylic, oil or 
encaustic (wax and oil) paints will not 
need glass to protect its surface 

- Watercolor, pen and ink, pastels, pencil, 
charcoal,  printmaking prints will need to 
be protected under glass 



Framing a standard
canvas in a wooden 
frame(next 8 slides)

- !ǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  ά{ŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
/ŀƴǾŀǎέ ǘǳǘƻǊƛŀƭΣ ǘƘŜStandard 
ŎŀƴǾŀǎ όҁέύhas a thin width and 
must be framed 

- Select a frame that has a depth that 
will fit your canvas inside it

- Remember a Gallery canvas(1Ĳò 
or thicker) will not need to be 
framed



Standard canvas will fit
properly inside this 
frame

- Place the painting inside the frame and get 
ready to secure it and wire it for hanging as 
shown in next slides



Secure your canvas to 
the back of frame using 
nails or metal clips
- These photographs show a nail gun 

placing a small nail into the frame so it 
will hold your canvas in a secure way

- You can use a hammer and small nails to 
achieve the same result

- Place at least two nails on each side 

- Another technique is to attach a clip that 
will hold your canvas in place 



Attaching hanging wire 
to the back of your 
standard canvas

- Place your frame so that the top of your 
painting is at the top of your frame

- Measure down the entire height

- Take that measurement and divide it by 3

- Your hooks should be placed 1/3 down 
from the top of your frame

- Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ нмέΣ 
нм ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ о ƛǎ тΣ ǎƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ тέ Řƻǿƴ 
from the top and mark that measurement



The 1/3 rule
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ нмέΣ нм 
ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ о ƛǎ тΣ ǎƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ тέ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
the top and mark that measurement


