
 

  2026 Horse Show Rules & Guidelines 

            We welcome you to the 2026 Erie County Fair Horse Show! 

Please pay close attention to all rules, regulations, guidelines, payment information, 

payouts & show bills. 

                                                    NO REFUNDS WILL BE ISSUED 

▪ All entries must be made online through the ShoWorks entry system with payment via 

credit card.  

▪ Official entries close August 7th, 2026 at midnight. ALL horses must be entered in the 

online system in AT LEAST one class per division (HJ/Open) to be allowed entrance to 

the Fair. Making all entries is preferred. 

o NO REFUNDS WILL BE ISSUED. 

o Additional entries can be made in the office by CHECK or CASH. 

o Additional entries, passes, etc. must be paid for in the office. Office opens at 8am 

and close’s one hour following the conclusion of the show.  

o Credit Cards are NOT accepted in the horse show office  

▪ Copy of current coggins & rabies must be turned in at the show office prior to picking up 

back number. 

▪ Block Stabling is handled through the “stall with” section of online entries. There is 

trainer sheets listed on the website.  E-mail with your trainer sheets to ensure proper 

stabling requests.  

▪ All horses must be entered online and have a pre-paid stall to be allowed arrival on 

grounds. 

o Online entries are charged for ONE exhibitor pass. If you need additional 

exhibitor passes for family, friends, truckers, farriers, etc. they can and should be 

purchased with your entry. NO ONE will be let through the gate without an 

exhibitor pass, Fair ticket or ECAS membership. 

o ALL PASSES will be held at the Horse Show Check in booth. 

▪ Enter through delivery Gate B off Mckinley Parkway. 

▪ Trucks & Trailers should be sent up to the Horse Show Check in (if you 

are stopped let staff know you are arriving to check into horse show). 

▪ Passenger Vehicles will NEED to let staff know you are checking in for 

the horse show and your credentials are at horse show check in. 

▪ Passes will be available under the entry LAST NAME. You will NEED to 

know the last name of the entries to receive your packet. 

▪ If you registered as a group or have family/exhibitors entering separately 

the FIRST party will receive all passes and be responsible for getting them 

to others to enter gates. 

▪ You MUST have a pass for everyone entering through the gates for check 

in/ unloading, there are NO exceptions. It is best to purchase these 

exhibitor passes ahead of time with your entries as NO ONE will be 

allowed through without proper passes.  

 



 

▪ All campers must be registered and pre-paid through the ShoWorks entry system. 

You MUST select the number of days you are camping as our lots are becoming 

extremely full and additional days and additional campers might not be 

accommodated. Ex: Arriving Wednesday and leaving Saturday = 4 days.  

o Camper entries NOT made online will not be accommodated as we are first come, 

first serve on camper spaces and will not have additional spaces available. 

o One vehicle will be allowed to park with campers ONLY if there is room in the 

lot.  

▪ For 2026 we will again be using the Grey Lot. 

o Entrance to gray lot will be by exhibitor pass or Fair pass only. Passes CANNOT 

be purchased at the Gray Lot.  

o The horse show starts prior to the Fair opening so you MUST pre-purchase Fair or 

exhibitors passes for anyone entering prior to 11:00am, especially family/friends 

coming to spectate the horseshow. 

o The Gray Lot gate will open at 6:00am. This gate must be used prior to 11:00am. 

o Parking is free, so cars can park wherever they choose. However, horse show 

parking in the Grey Lot will be closest to the gray lot entrance gate.  

▪ Golf Carts are NOT permitted without receiving an ECF Golf Cart Pass prior to arrival. 

All other electric vehicles are NOT permitted.  

▪ Management will make all final decisions regarding show schedule, changes, or 

additions. Classes with 4 or fewer entries may be combined.  

▪ JUDGES DECISION IS FINAL.  

▪ We reserve the right to remove any trainer, exhibitor, spectator, attendant or horse from 

the grounds or improper or unsportsmanlike conduct including verbal contact with staff 

or exhibitors, misuse, abuse, inhumane treatment, soundness, control, safety or for any 

other decided reason. 

▪ Payout/Premiums will be mailed to the name/address of the ONE entity making online 

entries. If you would like individual payouts/premiums then you must register each horse 

& rider individually through ShoWorks.  

▪ Entries made at the gate are subject to forfeiture of payouts and premiums. All entries 

MUST be made in the office to qualify for points, payouts and premiums. Entries made at 

the gate are not always processed through the computer, which also means you are not 

charged for these classes therefore you will not receive the payouts. 

▪ Premium Payout Schedule is as follows: 

o $500 Class 1st -$140, 2nd -$100, 3rd- $80, 4th -$70, 5th -$60, 6th-$50 

o $300 Class 1st-$100, 2nd -$70, 3rd - $50, 4th - $40, 5th -$25, 6th -$15 

o $200 Class 1st - $75, 2nd $50, 3rd -$30, 4th - $20, 5th -$15, 6th - $10 

o $100 Class 1st -$30 2nd -$20, 3rd -$19, 4th -$15, 5th, -$10, 6th- $6 

▪ Points will be kept as Follows:  

o HJ- 1st 10 points, 2nd 6 points,3rd 4 points,4th 2 points,5th 1 point, 6th 1/2 point. 

o OS- 1st 7 points, 2nd 5 points, 3rd 4 points, 4th 3 points, 5th 2 points, 6th 1 point. 

 

 

 



 

         Horse Show Camping Rules & Regulations 

                                                          Pumpouts- $40.00  

At the direction of the New York State Department of Health and to maintain our 

operating permit, the following regulations must be always implemented and adhered 

to. 

▪ All camper spaces include electric & water hookups. Space will be accommodated in the Horse 

Show Camper Lot (for trailers in this area all tow vehicles MUST be removed). Empty trailer 

parking is NOT allowed in this area. 

▪ Spaces will be allocated in the order the payment is received. Campers without prior approval 

will not be permitted in the camper area. NO TENTS. Any changes must be approved by the 

Horse Show Manager. Horse trailers, passenger vehicles, vans without factory installed living 

quarters, etc., will NOT be allowed in camper areas. In the event sufficient camper parking is not 

available in the stabling area, management reserves the right to assign campers to another area on 

the grounds. Campers are FIRST COME FIRST SERVE and MUST be prepaid.  

▪ NO gray water dumping! All residents will be responsible for going to the Horse Show Office to 

pay for a Pump by 5pm the night before to get on the pump schedule for the next day. If not 

signed up by 5pm the night prior, you will NOT get pumped. The pump truck will only pump 

those that have paid for and are on the list provided. Payment per pump is $40.00 and must be 

paid by CASH or CHECK. No pumps will be completed without payment and camper 

model and plate number. 

▪ ALL attendees MUST have appropriate Fair passes for each day of attendance while in the 

camper lot. Additional exhibitor passes are available in the horse show office. 

▪ A seven (7) foot separation between each unit/extremity MUST be maintained on all sides. This 

measurement is from the furthest extremity, slide out or other apparatus.  

▪ Absolutely NO bonfires/campfires. 

▪ No awnings are allowed in the down position. 

▪ NO DOGS ALLOWED 

▪ Do NOT block the roadways with any personal vehicle. 

▪ All fire lanes must always be maintained. 

▪ Speed Limit is 5 miles per hour. 

▪ ALL units MUST have a fire extinguisher or method of fire protection available. 

▪ No alcoholic containers are allowed outside of the RVs. 

▪ Any child under the age of 18 must always be accompanied by an adult while in the RV parking 

lot. 

▪ Quiet hours are 11pm-7am. 

▪ Failure to display appropriate camper & vehicle parking permits will leave vehicles subject to 

tow. If room is available each camper will receive a vehicle permit. Vehicles must be housed in 

YOUR camper space. Vehicles taking up neighboring spaces will be subject to tow if space is not 

left clear for neighboring camper arrivals. 

▪ All spaces MUST be pre-paid through the ShoWorks entry system prior to arrival.  

Failure to comply with regulations will result in the loss of privileges and immediate removal of the unit. 

Erie County Fair, RV Manager, Security and Horse Show Management reserves the right to remove any 

camper, vehicle or attendants at any time for any reason. BE RESPECTFUL! 

           Any questions should be directed to the designated horse show manager or ECF staff. 

 



 

               Hunter Division: 

 

Low Hunter Section 

Open to all riders, and horses/ponies in their first or second year of showing. Fence height 2’-2'3” 

Special Hunter Section 

Open to all riders and horses/ponies. Fence height 2’6”-2’9’ 

Low Child/Adult  

Open to all age non-pro riders. Fence height 2’-2’3 

Suitable Hunter 

Open to all riders and horses/ponies. Fence height 2’9”-2’9” 

Child/Adult  

Open to all non-pro riders. Fence height 2’6”-2’9” 

Pleasure Division 

Open to all riders and horses/ponies 

Walk Trot Division 

Open to all riders, cannot ride in ANY cantering classes 

Long Stirrup Cross Rails Section 

Open to all age non-pro riders. Fences Cross Rails 

Short Stirrup Hunter Section 

Open to all age non-pro riders. Fence heights verticals less than 2’ 

$200 Erie County Open Hunter Derby 

Open to all. Fence height 2’-2’3” 

A two-round competition. Scores from both rounds added together to determine the winners.  

$300 Erie County Open Hunter Derby 

Open to all. Fence height 2’6” 

A two-round competition. Scores from both rounds added together to determine the winners. 

$500 Erie County Fair Child-Adult Hunter Derby 

Open to all non-pro riders. Fence height 2’9” 

A two-round competition. Scores from both rounds added together to determine the winners. 



 

     Hunter Jumper Schooling  

 
There will be a $20.00 obstacle fee charged to each horse/rider entry regardless if you use 

schooling times or not, it is an obstacle fee. 

*Helmets and riding shoes are required for schooling* 

*** NOTE: All schooling times are subject to change pending weather & ring conditions! We 

will try to give you as much opportunity to ride as possible*** 

WEDNESDAY 

Ring 1 & 2: 2:00pm-9:00pm  

THURSDAY 

 Ring 1 & 2: 5:00am – 8:00am  

 Show begins at 9:00am  

 After Show- Schooling until 9:00pm  

FRIDAY 

Ring 1&2: 5:00am-8:00am 

Show begins at 9:00am 

After Show- Schooling until 9:00pm 

SATURDAY 

Ring 1&2: 5:00am- 7:00am  

Show begins at 9:00am  

**Open schooling times will be announced if the ring is available** 

** NOTE: There are Fair demos that happen when we are not showing, the ring 

may be unavailable due to a Fair demonstration during POSTED SCHOOLING 

TIMES. The scheduled Fair demos take priority over schooling times** 



 

Jumper Division: 

 

Blue Ribbon Jumper 
Open to all. Open all day at all heights 

Schooling Jumper 

Open to all age riders. Fence heights 2’-2'3” 

Puddle Jumper 

Open to all. Fence height 2’6” 

Modified Jumper 

Open to all. Fence height 2’9” 

Training Jumper 

Open to all. Fence height 3’ 

$500 Erie County Fair Team Challenge  

Open to all. Fence height 2’6” -3’0” 

The Erie County Fair Horse Show Team Challenge is open to all that have shown in at least one 

jumper class at the ECF Horse Show this year. This is a team competition. There may be 3 or 4 

members on each team. Each horse and rider combination will jump ONE round. The best 3 

scores, jumping faults and time faults, on each team will be added together to determine an 

overall score. Time taken on the course will be added together to determine the total score. All 

ties for other than first place will have the tie broken by the combined times in the first round. 

There will be an order of go for the first round and the jump off, if needed.  

The team challenge entry must be made by ONE exhibitor, payouts will be sent to the 

exhibitor making the entry and that exhibitor can then split the prize money between the 

team. 

$500 Erie County Fair Gambler’s Choice 

Open to all. Fence Height 2’6”- 2’9” Joker 3’3” 

In this competition each fence will have a specific point value. Each competitor will have 60 

seconds to accumulate as many points as possible. Each fence can be jumped only twice from 

either direction. At the end of 60 seconds a tone will sound, and the rider must go through the 

timers to establish their time. Their score and time will be announced and then another tone will 

sound. The rider will have 20 seconds to jump the joker fence. A rider may elect to not attempt 

the joker with no penalty. Time will break ties for those that accumulate the same point total. 

Refusals are not penalized.  

 



 

      Open Horse Show Divisions: 

                     English 

Division High Points will be awarded following Saturday’s Classes. 

Open- Open to all riders (cannot show in any walk trot classes besides the open W/T sweeps) 

Select- Amateurs 40 & Over 

Senior- Youth 14-18 

Junior- Youth 13 & under 

Novice- BEGINNER Youth or Adult in their FIRST or SECOND year of showing at the lope. 

Youth Walk Trot- Youth 12 & under who have not competed in a loping class.  

Adult Walk Trot-  Any ages 14 + who have NOT competed in a loping class. 

Light horse- Specific to light breeds such as Arabs, ½ Arabs, Morgans, Saddlebreds, Half 

Breeds, etc. (No APHA or AQHA). 

Carrol Russo Youth Walk Trot Memorial- Youth 12 & under who have not competed in a 

loping class. You must show in all Carol Russo offered English classes to be considered for the 

English Championship. 

Gerry Krop Memorial Open Hunter Under Saddle- Open to all age exhibitors (who are 

loping) and any breed of horse.  

 

Ties will be broken by the horse/rider combination receiving the high placing in the largest 

class. 

 

Judge’s decision is final. 

Horse & Riders age as of January 1 of calendar year. 

Helmets must be worn per NYS guidelines. 

 

 



 

     Open Horse Show Divisions 

                    Western 

Division High Points will be awarded following Sunday’s Classes 

Open- Open to all riders (cannot show in any walk jog classes besides the open W/J 

Sweepstakes). 

Select - Amateurs 40 & over      

Senior- Youth 14-18     

Junior- Youth 13 & under    

Novice- BEGINNER Youth or Adult in their FIRST or SECOND year of loping.  

Youth Walk Trot- Youth 12 & under who have not competed in a loping class. 

Adult Walk Trot-  Any ages 14 + who have NOT competed in a loping class. 

Light Horse- Specific to light breeds such as Arabs, ½ Arabs, Morgans, Saddlebreds, Half 

breeds, etc. (No APHA OR AQHA).                   

Ranch Horse- Open to all non-walk-trot riders. 

Carrol Russo Youth Walk Trot Memorial- Youth 12 & under who have not competed in a 

loping class. You must show in all Carrol Russo offered western classes to be considered for the 

English Championship.  

Ted Bucknam Memorial Open Western Pleasure- Open to all age exhibitors (must be in 

loping classes) and any breed of horse. 

 

Ties will be broken by the horse/rider combination receiving the high placing in the largest 

class. 

 

Judge’s decision is final. 

Horse & Riders age as of January 1 of calendar year. 

Helmets must be worn per NYS guidelines. 

 


