


ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE
by Baxter Black, DVM

COUNTY FAIRS, WHY?

“Most people just don’t gef it,” said Ron, bemoaning the urban politicians that continue to whiitle away
at funding for county fairs and the ag extension service. “It’s all about the kids learning real life.”

To their misfortune, urban children have much less opportunity to connect with real life. They look at
some farm kid working on his show steer every day for months. It is beyond their comprehension.
“Why”, they think, ‘Would anyone want to waste their time in such a mindless pursuit?” and then they
whip out their Game Boy and fall into a trance.

Thank goodness there are some politicians, corporations and influential associations that DO get it. As

farmers and livestock raisers continue fo decline in numbers, it is even more critical that parents, county
agents, ag teachers, 4-H leaders, scientists and teachers instill in the next generations the realities of life
that farming depends on. Does America want to become a net importer of food in fifty years?

I appreciate Mrs. Obama’s garden, Whole Foods specialty markets, organic and natural producers. They
have a niche market. But who is going to feed the other 99% of our burgeoning population, much less a
hungry third world?

Those kids, our kids who are fitting steers, doing chores, picking apples, showing hogs, driving the grain
truck, learning to weld, riding pens, irrigating strawberries, managing a pasture, hosing the milk room,
stacking hay and learning to read the sky are assimilating the mountain of knowledge that it takes to
make dirt and rain into food.

Farm kids start learning the land and the livestock when they are old enough to carry a bucket. When
they help with the daily chores they are practicing. It’s like taking piano lessons or tennis lessons except
what farm kids learn has a much more profound objective; feeding us all.

Ouwr culture expends a great deal of effort on future NBA stars, astronauts, environmental lawyers,
doctors, and political science majors. But for every 100 rock stars, Rhoades Scholars and Heisman
trophy winners our country produces, we better make sure we spend enough to train at least two future
farmenrs, so the rest of them can eat. That is the essence of the county fair.

Beneath all the fun, auctions, and show ribbons, the serious business of learning how to make a living
off the land continues like an underground river.

The list of ‘essential professions’ is a short one. That’s the reality of real life. Farm kids hold our future
in their hands. They are in training to feed the world. And fair board members and county agents get it.

www.baxterblack.com
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Thank you for your generous sponsorship
of the 2026 Erie County Fair!

New York’s #1 Choice for Farmowner Insurance

ERIE AND NIAGARA INSURANCE

AssociaTion Est. 1875

8800 Sheridan Drive, Williamsville, New York 14221
www.enia.cont  (800) 234-9876 -




Livestock Program

Erie County Fair
‘Wednesday, August 19, 2026

160 - YLE Goat Showmanship
Class: 001 - PeeWee Goat Showmanship

Brown, Amelia - 6 Entry# 10 Name: DOB:
Mechanicsburg, PA Tag ID Sire: Wit: ’ !

Iter Dam: Haight:

Hoelscher, Sadie - 211 Entry# 1040  Name: DOB: T ;
Boston, NY Tag ID Sire: wt: P

llem Dam: Height: 5

Class: 002 - Champion PeeWee

T80, TBD - 295 Entry# 2673 Name: DOB:
Tag ID Sire: Wit
ltem Dam: Height:

Class: 003 - Reserve Champion PeeWee

TBD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2674 Name: DOB:
Tag ID Sire: Wit
fem Dam: Height:

Class: 004 - Junior Goat Showmaship

King, Chloe - 87 Entry# 925 Name: DOB:
Tiffin, OH Tag ID Sire: Yt
Htem Dam: Height:
Gillette, Ethan - 98 Entry# 781  Name: DOB: S ;’
Edinbaro, PA Tag ID Sire: Wi ' 1
ltem Dam: Height: : E
Wetzel, Owen - 14 Entry# 17 Name: DOB: e :
Chardon, OH Tag ID Sire: Wi:
lterm Dam: Height: ;
Brown, Warren -18 Entry# 11 Name: pog. {77 :
Mechanicsburg, PA Tag ID Sire: Wit: : '
ftem Dam: Height: ; ;

Class: 005 - Champion Junior

TBD, TBD - 285 Entry# 2675 Name: DOB: : :

Tag 1D Sire: Wt

tem Dam: Helght: :
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Class: 006 - Reserve Champion Junior

Livestock Program

Erie County Fair
Wednesday, August 19, 2026

TBD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2676
Tag ID

ftem

Name: DOB:
Sire: Wi
Dam: Height:

Class: 007 - intermediate Goat Showmanship

Whiting, Jenna -178 Entry# 1664 Name: DOB:
East Arcade, NY Tag 1D Sire: Wi

ftem Dam: Height:

Kauffman, Blake - 84 Entry# 635 Name: pog:.
East Aurora, NY Tag ID Sire: Wi

Hem Dam: Height:

Bear, Blake - 10 Entry# 976  Name: poB;: T
Carlisle, PA Tag iD Sire: Wi:

ltem Dam: Height:

Class: 008 - Champion Intermediate

TED, TBD - 295 Entry# 2677 Name: poB:

Tag ID Sire: Wit:
Item Dam: Height:

Class: 009 - Reserve Champion Intermediate

8D, TBD - 295 Entry# 2678  Name: DOB: ]
Tag ID Sire: Wit:
Item Dam: Height:
Class: 010 - Senior Goat Showmanship
Somerville, Piper - 34 Entry# 1160  Name: pos: i ?
Chaffea, NY Tag 1D Sire: Wit :
item Dam: Height: :
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Livestock Program

Erie County Fair
Wednesday, August 19, 2026

Class: 011 - Champion Senior

TBD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2679 Name: poB:. i
Tag ID Sire: Wit
ltem Dam: Height:

Class: 013 - Overall Goat Showman

18D, TBD - 295 Entry# 2681  Name: poB:
Tag ID Sire: Wit
ltem Dam: Height:

Class: 014 - Reserve Overall Goat Showman

TBD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2682 Name: poB:
Tag ID Sire: Wi
Item Dam: Height:
l.ivestock Program Page 4 of 7
This software is registered to Erie County Fair 8/19/2026 3:59:57 PM

ShoWorks 2024 - www fairsoftware.com




Livestock Program

Erie County Fair
Wednesday, August 19, 2026

161 - YLE Goats Market
Class: 001 - Light Weight Market Goats

Gillette, Ethan - 98 Entry# 753 Name: Rudolph

DOB: 1/10/2026

Edinboro, PA Tag ID HBRLF-103 Sire: Wt 69 |
ltem Dam: Height:
Gillette, Ethan - 98 Entry# 752  Name: Diesel DOB:  1/52026]

Edinboro, PA Tag 1D W2484-26% Sire: Wt 70 : '
ltemn Dam: Height: §
Bear, Blake - 10 Entry# 981  Name: Pence DOB: 12/18/2025] '

Carlisle, PA Tag 1D HO726 260 Sire: Wt 75 ;
ltem Dam: Height:

Brown,Warren -18 Entry# 1072 Name: Gwen o8B 1171020280

Mechanicsburg, PA TagiD 0138 Sire: wt: 76 :
ltem Dam: Height:

Bear, Blake - 10 Entry# 977  Name: Minter DOB: 1720260

Carlisle, PA Tag ID X11764 241 Sire; Wt 80 :

Itam Dam: Height:
Hoelscher, Sadie - 211 Entry# 1041  Name: Pepper DOB: 1A1/2026] | ;
Boston, NY TaglD 4071  Sire: Wt: 80 : :
tem Dam: Height:
Ciass: 002 - Champion Light Weight Market Goats
TBD, TBD - 285 Entry# 2664 Name: poB: 1
Tag ID Sire: Wi

1tem Dam: Height:

Class: 003 - Reserve Champion Light Weight Market Goat

TBD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2665 Name: poB:
Tag ID Sire: Wt

tem Dam; Height:

Class: 004 - Honorable Mention Light Weight Market Goa¢

TBD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2666 Name: poB: i ;
Tag iD Sire: Wit :

tem Dam: Height:
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Livestock Program

Erie County Fair
Wednesday, August 19, 2026

Class: 005 - Medium Weight Market Goats

DOB: 12/1/2025; :

Woetzel, Owen -14 Entry# 18 Name: Cletus DOB:
Chardon, OH Tag ID 003256497 Sire: Wt 82
ltem Dam: Height:
Somerville, Piper - 34 Entry# 1161  Name: Greed DOB:  1/8/2026: :
Chaffee, NY Tag iD A10182262 Sire: Wt 82 ;
Jtem Dam: Height:
King, Chloe - 87 Entry# 027  Name: Jeff DOB: 121/2025] :
Tiffin, OH Tag 1D (06KMB 64 Sire: Wt 83 : :
ftem Dam: Height:
Whiting, Jenna - 178 Entry# 1665 Name: Baby Beriha DOB: 12/20/2025
East Arcade, NY TaglD 2040  Sire: wt: 84 3 :
ltem Dam: Height: ‘
Bear, Blake - 10 Entry# 978  Name: 90 DOB: 12/15/2026°
Carlisle, PA Tag IDH3175 266 Sire: Wt 88 !
Item Dam: Height:
King, Chloe - 87 Entry# 926 Name:Pete ~  DOB: 1211720250

Tiffin, OH Tag ID 7316 2614 Sire: Wt: 90
Item Dam; Height: ;
Class: 006 - Champion Medium Weight Market Goat
TBD, TBD - 285 Entry# 2667 Name: DOB: e
Tag ID Sire: Wi

ltem Dam: Height: :

Class: 067 - Reserve Champion Medium Weight Market Goat

18D, TBD - 2985 Entry# 2668 Name: po: i
Tag ID Sire: Wt

Item Darm: Height:

Class: 008 - Honorable Mention Medium Weight Market Goat

TBD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2669 Name: pog: i 7 ;
Tag ID Sire: Wt ;

Item Dam: Height:
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Livestock Program

Erie County Fair
Wednesday, August 19, 2026

Class: 009 - Heavy Welght Market Goat

Brown, Amelia -8 Entry## 1077  Name: Jet

DOB: 1111272025

Mechanicsburg, PA TaglD 0144  Sire: Wt 92
Item Dam: Height:
Wetzel, Owen - 14 Entry# 19 Name: Clyde DOB: 1/15/2026;

Chardon, OH Tag ID 003256497 Sire: wt g6 3 E
tom Dam: Height;

Brown, Amelia -6 Entry# 1076 Name: Corral

DOB:  11/1/2025

Mechanicsburg, PA TagiD 0136  Sire: Wt. 97
ltem Dam: Height:
Kauffman, Blake - 84 Entry# 634  Name: Donut DOB: 11147/2025]
East Aurora, NY Tag ID Na Sire: Wt 113
ltem Dam: Height:
Class: 010 - Champion Heavy Weight Market Goat
THD, TBD - 295 Entry# 2670  Name: poB: i
Tag ID Sire: Wit:
lterm Dam: Height:
Class: 011 - Reserve Champion Heavy Weight Market Goat
TBD, TBD - 205 Entry# 2671 Name: pos: 7
Tag 1D Sire: Wit
Jtem Dam: Height:
Class: 012 - Honorable Mention Heavy Weight Market Goat
TBD, TBD - 285 Entry## 2672 Name: DOB:
Tag ID Sire: Wit
Htem Dam: Height:
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Livestock Program

Erie County Fair
Wednesday, August 19, 2026

Youth Livestock Expo Goats

159 - YLE Goat Herdsmenship
Class: 001 - Top 3 Goat Herdsmenship

TBD, TBD - 296 Entry# 2663 Name: DOB: A :
Tag ID Sire: Wt
ltemn Pam: Height:
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