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2020 New Mexico State Fair Cancelled Due to Pandemic 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM - Officials announced the cancellation of the 2020 New Mexico State Fair 

due to ongoing concerns over the COVID-19 pandemic today. The State Fair, slated to run 

September 10 – 20, welcomes half a million people from around the state and the country. The 

decision to cancel this year’s event comes in accordance with guidelines set forth by the New 

Mexico Department of Health to protect the health and welfare of New Mexicans across the 

state. This is the first time the fair has been cancelled since its inception in 1938. 

In his full statement below, General Manager Dan Mourning says, “Like so many others in the 

fair industry this crisis has made it difficult for us to continue with our normal operations. While 

we are heartbroken that there will be no New Mexico State Fair in 2020, we remain committed 

to putting the safety and well-being of our staff, vendors, and our community above all else.” 

Planning for the New Mexico State Fair requires year-round efforts to coordinate all of its 

moving parts. During the global pandemic, planning has become untenable. 

While the State Fair is just one of many events affected by the pandemic in 2020, fair staff will 

continue to look forward and plan for 2021. “We are grateful for your understanding and 

support, and especially grateful to 500,000 people who attend the fair every year,” says 

Mourning. “Now is the time for us to heal our community and continue to move forward.” 

General Manager Dan Mourning’s full statement: 

On behalf of myself, the staff, and the New Mexico State Fair Commission we hope you 

are staying safe and healthy. 

 It is with a heavy heart that I am announcing the cancellation of the 2020 New Mexico 

State Fair, that was to be held at Expo New Mexico September 10 – 20.  



Like so many others in the fair industry this crisis has made it difficult for us to continue 

with our normal operations. While we are heartbroken that there will be no New Mexico State 

Fair in 2020, we remain committed to putting the safety and well-being of our staff, vendors, 

and our community above all else.   

The State Fair is a dynamic event, built on a vast network of vendors, competitors, 
sponsors, and hundreds of event staffers who bring their whole-hearted commitment to making 
our fair one of the best in the nation. The decision to cancel this year’s fair has come after weeks 
and months of deliberations, fact finding, and consultation with state health officials. We have 
been unable to find a path to follow that would result in a state fair that we all recognize. 

It is hard to say what the world will look like in September, but decisions must be made 
based on what we know today. And today, local and state public health officials are 
recommending that we keep our distance and avoid large groups for the foreseeable future.   

As we go through the coming months, navigating our new normal please know we’re 
grateful for your understanding and support of the staff that makes the State Fair possible. 
We’re especially grateful to the 500,000 people who attend the fair every year. Now is the time 
for us to help our community heal and continue to move forward. In the meantime, this 
extraordinary team of State Fair experts is working hard to bring the fair back bigger, better, 
and stronger in 2021. We miss you and we cannot wait to see you next year at the 2021 New 
Mexico State Fair. 
 
For additional information, please visit www.statefair.exponm.com which includes a link to an 
extensive FAQ page and a video message from General Manager Dan Mourning. 
 
Gate admission purchased for 2020 will be valid for the 2021 or 2022 New Mexico State Fair.  
 
The New Mexico State Fair is the 2nd largest and best attended event in the state, welcoming 
half a million people every September. It is a unique celebration of our state’s rich agricultural 
history, diverse art and culture, and innovative industries. The 2021 New Mexico State Fair is 
scheduled to run for 11 days, September 9 – 19, 2021. For more information, visit 
www.statefair.exponm.com.  
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