
Welcome
2026 Parade Orientation

Saturday, March 28, 2026



Executive Board
Erwin J. De Luna, President

Sebastian G. Elizondo, Parade Director
Leyhbert M. Sharp, Judging Director

Madeline Mendieta, Treasurer
Dolores Guzman Farias, Public Relations Director

Bonnie Carrisal, Ticket Director
Cecilia Mendiola, Compliance Director

Shaun Moya, Recording Secretary
Casey J. Watts, CFEE, Marshaling Director

Bea Tuley, Corresponding Secretary
Gloria Pelayo, Disbanding Director

James Fenimore, Immediate Past President



Awards & Accolades
800,000 street spectators

1.5 million television viewers

10,224 participants

3.1-mile parade route

72-million-dollar economic impact

“Best in the World” by the IFEA
“Best in Texas” by the TFEA



Key Information
• Participant check-in times will begin at 9:00 a.m. at the forming area 

• Street closures will begin at 2:30 p.m., with all streets closed by 4:00 p.m.

• Vanguard start time 7:15 pm

• Main Parade start time 7:45 pm

• LIVE TV syndicated broadcast by KSAT coverage begins at 8:00 p.m.

• Fiesta Flambeau® Parade Directors will be wearing green shirts

• Information booths will be in the forming area for assistance

• Port-o-lets will be in the forming and disbanding areas



Participant Requirements
• All participants are required to have a creative form of illumination

• All banners must be illuminated

• Children ages 12 and under may not walk, march, dance, or perform in 

any capacity on the streets in the parade (NO EXCEPTIONS)

• All riders (float, vehicle, equestrian, etc.) under 12 years of age must be 
accompanied and supervised by an adult at all times

• All participants are required to adhere to parade policies and guidelines



Participant Requirements
• All participants MUST have submitted a Release of Liability 

electronically.

• Wristbands will be issued and must be always worn. float 
riders (8), walking groups (25), etc. 

• No support vehicles allowed in parade; wagons are ok

• It is important that participants are familiar with the parade policies, 

guidelines, and safety procedures

• A  copy of the parade policies and guidelines may be found on our website:  

www.flambeau.org

http://www.flambeau.org/


Maximum Illumination

Battery Powered LED Lights

Costumes & Clothing

Instruments & Uniforms

NO GLOW STICKS!



Route Expectations
• All participants must maintain a spacing distance of 25 feet between entries 

throughout the entire parade route

• Entries must maintain a constant forward direction

• Stopping to perform is prohibited

• Unnecessary “delays or gaps” by entries will not be permitted

• If any entry is unable to start or maintain their assigned position on the parade 

route, they will be removed from the route or moved to the end of the parade until 

the issue is resolved and if time allows

• There are absolutely no injections allowed throughout the parade route 

(additional participants, children, props, etc.)

• Throwing of objects is STRICTLY PROHIBITED (medals, candy, beads, etc.)



City Ordinance
• The Fiesta Flambeau® Parade, Inc. will honor the San Antonio City Ordinance, Article 

XVII: Parades, Runs, Walks, and Related Events, Sec. 19-638, Public conduct during 

parades, (e) Control of Processions, restrictions: Upon initiation of a procession, 

the Chief of Police shall take over control of the movement of the procession. All 

participants shall be required to maintain a forward progress. No participant shall 

throw candy, gifts, tokens, advertisements, other objects from any participant or 

procession unit while the unit is on the procession route.

• This provision is not intended to prohibit the distribution of expressive 

material protected the first amendment, including leaflets, provided the 

distribution is not from a procession unit that is on the procession route.

• Failure to observe these requirements shall constitute a violation of this article and 
the Chief of Police is empowered to remove this unit from the procession 

immediately (Ord. No. 2007-11-29-1193, -3, 11-29-07)”



Route Map

The route is 3.1 miles

This map is available online at 

www.flambeau.org

http://www.flambeau.org/


Forming Area
• Ambassador parking 

• Information stations

• Drop off zones

• Ambassador check in

• Food Court

• Floats 

• Bands

• Wrist bands required 



Forming Area Expectations
• Enter at your designated area

• Proceed to your assigned location in the forming area after drop-off

• Maintain a spacing distance of 10 feet between entries once in position

• All drivers must remain with floats, or tow vehicles at all times or have a backup

• Keep pathways clear at all times to allow staff, fire inspector, emergency crews, or law 
enforcement easy access to all areas

• Once in the Forming Area participants shall comply with verbal instructions of the 

Fiesta Flambeau® Parade officials

NOTE: The Fiesta Flambeau® ParadeAssociation, Inc. is not responsible for any 

items left behind on school buses, vans, etc.



Marching Order of Bands

Band

Dance

Pep

Cheer



• Sections A, B, C, & D is at

the Corner of San Pedro &

Dewey Streets (798 W.

Dewey Place, San Antonio,

Texas 78212)

• Marching Bands drop off

zone is 1198 San Pedro Ave,

San Antonio, TX 78212

Participant Drop Off Zones



• 24’ width clearance between 

curb and crane

• Uneven surfaces 

• New bleacher seating on 

Commerce after you leave 

the Alamo Plaza 

• Television cameras on the 

right as you pass the crane

• Parade marshals will guide 

you. Don’t panic!

The Alamo Construction



Disbanding Map & Shuttles

• Do not disembark until you are told to do so

• Follow the directions of the police officers 

and Disbanding officials in the area

• Shuttles are available for transportation back 

to the forming area at SAC. Shuttles are 

located at Martin and Cameron Streets.  If 

shuttles are not there wait for the next ones 

to arrive. They are running on 30 min loops.  

Follow sign to find your shuttle. Only 

participants with wristbands may ride. 



Disbanding  Expectations
• All participants must proceed to their assigned pick-up area in Disbanding at the 

end of the parade route

• All drivers must remain with floats, tow vehicles or have a backup

• All float riders must exit float and cannot ride back to the FormingArea (NO 

EXCEPTIONS)

• Once in the DisbandingArea participants shall comply with verbal instructions of 

the Fiesta Flambeau® Parade officials

NOTE: The Fiesta Flambeau® ParadeAssociation, Inc. is not responsible for any 
items left behind on school buses, vans, etc.



Judging Categories
• President’s Award

• Director’s Award •

• Commercial Floats
• Community Floats
• Out of Town Floats
• Community Dance Groups

• School Dance Groups

• Out of Town School Dance
Groups

Local Bands

• Out of Town Bands

• Out of State Bands

• Out of Country 
Bands

• University Bands
• Walking Units
• Cheer

• PepSquad



Judging Criteria
MARCHING BANDS

• Uniform Appearance

• Marching Precision
• Music Choice

• Enthusiasm

• Crowd Reaction
• Illumination

DANCE GROUPS

• Costumes

• Adherence to theme
• Music Choice

• Entertainment

• Crowd Reaction
• Illumination

FLOATS

• Adherence to theme

• Illumination
• Appearance

• Enthusiasm

• Entertainment
• Crowd Reaction

President’s Award—Best overall entry 

using Theme, Stage Presences, and Crowd 
Reaction

Director’s Award—Best overall entry using 

Costuming, Use of illumination and music, 
and Professionalism



Inclement Weather
If inclement weather occurs prior to or during the 

parade, the Fiesta Flambeau ParadeAssociation (FFPA) 

President will consult with all pertinent parties (SAPD, 

SAFD, FFPAParade director and Compliance Director) 

to determine if reports of severe weather shall initiate 

the cancellation or delay of the parade.

Participants may decline to participate when weather 
threatens to damage uniforms, props, instruments, etc.

Participants are to have a weather plan in place should 

severe weather occur.

Every effort will be made to ensure the safety of all 

participants.



First Aid Stations
In the event of an ambulatory accident, sickness 

or injury, the injured party shall be directed to the 

nearest FirstAid Station. Thereare 13 stations 

setup throughout the Parade Route and Forming 

Area.

FirstAid personnel will tend to the injury and fill 

out an incident report which will be given to the 

Compliance Director.

In the event of a serious accident, sickness or 

injury where the injured party requires medical 

attention, First Aid personnel shall notify the 

nearest security officer or EMSpersonnel to the 

scene.



Alcohol is Prohibited
Consumption of alcoholic beverages by any person (participant, 

members, volunteers) in the forming area, parade route, or 

disbanding area is

STRICTLY PROHIBITED
Anyone with alcohol on their person or in an inebriated condition 

will not be allowed to participate in the parade. In addition, and at 

the discretion of parade officials or law enforcement officers, that 

person(s) and organization may be removed from the parade.



Restricted Items
• Glow Sticks

• Strollers

• ATVs

• Golf Carts

• Drones

• Metallic 

Streamers



Parade Safety
The Fiesta Flambeau® Parade, Inc. has hired 

additional officers, to include foot and bike patrols, 
for key areas of the parade route

All officers hired will be wearing designated officer 

uniforms and will be displaying Fiesta Flambeau 

Security identification

Do not attempt to handle any incidents on your

own, seek out the assistance of security or Fiesta

Flambeau® Parade official/staff



Looking Ahead 
• All fees will increase in 2027

• Band rotations will start in 2027

• One application per group



Questions & Answers

Thank You!
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