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IAFE AGRICULTURE AWARDS PROGRAM
CATEGORY 4 FORM (2025)

Please provide all information requested on this form in the space allocated (no additional lines and or pages
of explanation). Supporting material and photos are limited to three pages. No maximum number of photos, but
they must be inserted into the three-page maximum. *All photos must have a caption. All photos must be in .jpeg
or .jpg format.

FAIR NAME: California State Fair

FAIR STATE/PROVINCE: California
DIVISION: 4 (see rules, based upon attendance)

Category 4 — Evolved program/exhibit promoting agriculture to the fair-going public (Must specifically
outline how the program has evolved since inception)

DESCRIPTION. Entrants will describe an innovative exhibit, event, program, theme, or competition
designed to communicate an agricultural message(s) in an entertaining and/or educational format to the
fair guests. Entrants should also explain relevance and detail partnerships involved, resources used, and
the success of the program. Must specifically outline how the program has changed/evolved from its
inception to present. Special note: Fairs may enter up to 2 entries in Category 4 and both entries are
eligible for placing.

a. Title of Event/Program: Cannabis Experience

b. Goal/Objective

The goal of the 2025 Cannabis Experience at the CA State Fair was to educate, celebrate,
and destigmatize cannabis as a vital part of California's agricultural legacy, while providing a
safe, informative, and regulated environment for public engagement. Cannabis has been
legal in our state since 2018 and is California's largest agricultural cash crop. As the first and
only state fair in the nation to offer on-site cannabis education and consumption, the evolved
and upgraded Cannabis Experience set a new benchmark for how cannabis can be
integrated into mainstream cultural and agricultural showcases. The exhibit included
eye-catching educational displays illustrating different types of cannabis plants, medicinal
and chemical attributes, terpene profiles, cannabinoids, growing methods, and the societal
impact of cannabis and hemp over the decades.

c. Description - What does the program or event entail? How does it encourage participation?
Outline financial investment (both material and in-kind) including partners or sponsors.

Dubbed the "Cannabis Oasis" by Forbes Magazine, the 2025 Cannabis Experience
emerged as a groundbreaking transformation of what began as a much smaller educational
exhibit in 2022. Now spanning approx. 50,000 sq.ft. (up from 18,934 sq.ft. last year), it was
the largest cannabis exhibit ever seen at a US fair. Fairgoers aged 21+ could explore
educational booths, attend talks with industry trailblazers, see musical performances and
brand activations, as well as purchase and consume this year's award-winning cannabis
products in the state-sactioned dispensary and designated lounges. The Cannabis Awards,
dubbed the "Oscars of Cannabis", expanded notably with 600+ product entries. The
competition culminated in 141 medals and 9 Golden Bear champions. Hip Hop legends and
cannabis advocates Cypress Hill and Dirty Heads were also honored for their activism.
Driving this evolution was a strategic partnership framework with partners and sponsors
Embarc, Fair Play Ventures, SC Labs, and Budist, the latter two ensuring expert lab testing
and standardized evaluation via a 100-point rating system.
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d. Outcome - What is the exhibitor, management, fairgoer and/or stakeholder response?

The response to the 2025 CA State Fair Cannabis Experience exhibit has been
overwhelmingly positive, reflecting the exhibit’s role in redefining modern agriculture.
Exhibitors embraced the chance to showcase licensed cultivars, innovations in sustainable
growing practices + product transparency, and all reported increased visibility and industry
credibility through participation. The competitions, judged by scientific criteria and blind lab
results, boosted industry legitimacy and drew high-caliber entries from across California.
Fair management viewed the Cannabis Experience as a landmark success and a well
integrated part of the fair's ag programming. It reinforced the fair's mission to reflect the full
scope of California’s farming landscape, past, present, and future, and set a new standard
for how cannabis can be responsibly and educationally included in public events. Fairgoers
responded with curiosity, enthusiasm, and appreciation. Educational installations and story-
telling helped normalize and demystify cannabis as a legitimate crop. Feedback showed
strong interest in learning about cultivation, legal policy, and the plant’s cultural history.
Many reported it as a highlight of their fair experience. Stakeholders, including sponsors,
state agencies, and agricultural associations, recognized the exhibit as a progressive,
well-regulated model for public cannabis education. The exhibit contributed to broader
conversations about regulation, normalization, and the economic role of cannabis within CA
agriculture. The outcome of the exhibit demonstrated how an evolving agriculture program
can responsibly entertain fairgoers and spark dialogue through education and innovation.

e. Promotion of Agriculture - How does this program specifically promote agriculture at your
event?

The inclusion of cannabis in the State Fair's traditional agricultural competitions (wine, beer,
cheese, olive ail, etc.) highlighted cannabis' role as part of agriculture in California, while
helping normalize and providing governmental and public recognition. The exhibit
highlighted educational displays on the plant, heritage, and societal impact of cannabis and
hemp in California. (See attached photos: The Cannigma.) It also included presentation
stages, documentary screenings, expert panels on topics like genetics, organic farming,
and navigating cultivation regulatory environments. These helped inform growers about
agricultural best practices, regulatory compliance, environmental concerns, and new
scientific and market developments, which in turn helps set and develop agricultural
standards for cannabis. By benchmarking cultivars and products via competition, with
rigorous quality metrics, the exhibit incentivized growers to improve cultivation, invest in
strain development, optimize growing environments, and pay attention to flavor/aroma/
terpene profiles, not just yield. The exhibit also featured the award winning cultivars, with
opportunities for attendees to meet the farmers. This personalizes agriculture and the
people behind the plant, how they grow, where, and with what methods. An additional
impactful gesture came from Humboldt Seed Company, which facilitated the largest legal
cannabis seed giveaway at a public event, distributing 15,000 seeds sourced through their
phenohunting program, reinforcing cannabis as a premium agricultural product and
empowering home growers. The Golden Bear Awards Cannabis Competition saw over 600
entries from cultivators and product-makers across California who entered the competition.
The competition categories included multiple agricultural- relevant flower chemotypes
(sungrown, indoor, mixed light), and product types. Judging involved scientific testing (lab
tests) of flower quality (terpene/cannabinoid profiles, aroma, flavor, appearance) plus
sensory/human review panels. This helps raise standards among growers, encourages best
practices, varietal development, and quality control. Recognition via awards helps validate
and elevate farms' reputation, which can help with sales, branding, and investment. At its
core, cannabis is a cultivated plant, grown from soil, water, sun, and science.

At the California State Fair, we are proud of our agricultural cannabis exhibit and the
farmers we celebrate and recognize through it's existence.




Entrance to Cannabis Experience Honoring Farmers at the Golden Bear Awards
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Fairgoers at the Cannabis Golden Bear Awards Ceremony (Photo credit: Matt Adams)




Cannabis Advocacy and Education in California
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Event Sponsors/Vendors: American Weed Co (top left) and Humboldt Seed Company (top right)
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At the California State Fair, we are proud of our agricultural cannabis exhibit and the farmers we celebrate and recognize through it's existence. 

 

 


