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IAFE AGRICULTURE AWARDS PROGRAM
CATEGORY 4 FORM (2025)

Please provide all information requested on this form in the space allocated (no additional lines and or pages
of explanation). Supporting material and photos are limited to three pages. No maximum number of photos, but
they must be inserted into the three-page maximum. *All photos must have a caption. All photos must be in .jpeg
or .jpg format.

FAIR NAME: Colorado State Fair

FAIR STATE/PROVINCE: Colorado
DIVISION: 3 (see rules, based upon attendance)

Category 4 — Evolved program/exhibit promoting agriculture to the fair going public (Must specifically
outline how the program has evolved since inception)

DESCRIPTION. Entrants will describe an innovative exhibit, event, program, theme, or competition
designed to communicate an agricultural message(s) in an entertaining and/or educational format to the
fair guests. Entrants should also explain relevance and detail partnerships involved, resources used, and
the success of the program. Must specifically outline how the program has changed/evolved from its
inception to present. Special note: Fairs may enter up to 2 entries in Category 4 and both entries are
eligible for placing.

a. Title of Event/Program: Colorado Proud Farm Trall

b. Goal/Objective

The goal of the Colorado Proud Farm Trail is to teach Fairgoers about agricultural
commodities that are produced in Colorado and highlight their growing regions. This activity
allows Fairgoers to "harvest" each commodity in a way that is realistic to how it is actually
done in the field allowing them to connect and learn more about their foods origin.
Additionally, the goal has been to add and grow this activity every year to include new and
improved stations/activities to highlight as much of Colorado Agriculture as possible. This
activity began in 2022, with 4 stations in a building with other activities. In 2023, it got a
dedicated building space and redesign and added 5 new stations. In 2024, we added new
educational flip boards to stations and 1 new station. In 2025, we added 1 new station.

c. Description - What does the program or event entail? How does it encourage participation?
Outline financial investment (both material and in-kind) including partners or sponsors.

This program allows Fairgoers to "be a farmer for a day" & learn about the growth process,
economic impact on our state economy, & how to harvest 10 different commodities grown
within CO. Fairgoers are greeted at the beginning of the Farm Trail by CO State FFA
Officers & given a basket to harvest each commodity. At the end they "sell" their harvest
back to the Farmers Market where they can spin the wheel for a prize. This activity is inside
the same building as our petting farm and draws a large amount of Fairgoers to participate.
We have grown in participation about 2k Fairgoers each year since this activity was created
in 2022. In 2025 we saw almost 10k participants. We have had great partnerships on this
activity each year to be able to add and grow it annually. Our biggest partners are Colorado
Proud and Philosophy Communication. in 2022, we spent around $20k on 4 stations. In
2023, we spent around $48k on displays and had in kind donations for props & prizes of
around $15k. In 2024, we spent around $10k on improving displays and had in kind
donations of around $10k. In 2025, we spent around $2k, with in kind donations of $12k.
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d. Outcome - What is the exhibitor, management, fairgoer and/or stakeholder response?

The Colorado Proud Farm Trail has had phenomenal response over the years. Initially, we
really wanted to target youth participants for this activity. We quickly learned that adult

participants also really enjoyed this activity and learned a lot from doing it. We have also
had a great response from the different growers across the state that enjoy seeing their

commodities highlighted. We have some Fairgoers that can't wait to come back each year to
see the changes and go through it again.

e. Promotion of Agriculture - How does this program specifically promote agriculture at your
event?

This activity directly promotes Colorado agriculture by showing Fairgoers how some of
Colorado's top commodities are grown and harvested. We also highlight the growing region
because Colorado has very diverse landscape and growing climates. We ensure that our
activities are accurate in demonstrating the correct growing of the commodity and
harvesting is as close to the real process as possible. We also have fact boards at each
station that talk about that commodity specifically and it's impact on the Colorado economy.
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Help the farmer harvest the food

Take a basket and gather;
1Rocky Ford melon from the field,

1 ear of Olathe sweet corn from the stalk,
1 Rainbow Trout from the aquaculture tub,
1 Palisade peach from the tree,

1 egg from the chicken coop,

1 earton of milk after milking the cow,

1 cheese burger from the meat counter,
1Pueblo chile from the pepper plant,
1San Luis Valley Potato from the field.

Put products in the baskets at the Farmers Market
: Return empty Basket

This is the informational signage
at the entrance of the Farm Trail

-
This is the entrance with signage &

branding for Colorado Proud.
Signage was put in place in 2023.
The tractor is sponsored through a
local company, Rusler Implement.
The tractor space is a photo
opportunity and participants can
climb on the tractor and pretend to
drive it. This was added in 2024.
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This is the entrance where participants are
given instructions and a basket.
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This is the General Colorado Ag
knowledge station at the front of
the Farm Trail
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This is the Rocky Ford Melon
Activity in 2023. In 2024 an
educational flipboard was
added.

This is the Colorado Cattle
Exhibit in 2023.

This is the newly updated
Rocky Ford Melon Activity in
2025 with realistic harvest
rows.

This is the newly dedicated
Colorado Dairy Activity with
educational Flipboard
updated in 2024.

rThis is the brand new
Aquaculture station added
in 2025 in partnership with
CO Dept of Agriculture & CO
LParks & Wildlife

[ This is the newly dedicated

Colorado Beef Station with

educational flip board, beef cuts
cooler display, and Beef Cow with

Lmeat cuts updated in 2024 & 2025.




This is the Colorado Poultry
Exhibit built in 2022. Educational
Flipboard added in 2024.

Co State FFA Officers at the
Farmers Market Station.

San Luis Valley Potato pit
where participants dig up a
potato to harvest.

This is the Palisade Peach Orchard
built in 2023. Educational
Flipboard was added in 2024.

Participant “selling” their
harvest to the Farmers
Market.
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San Luis Valley Potato pit from
the front with fact boards and
life size plant built in 2023.

This is the Pueblo Chili Cube built
in 2022,

This is the Pueblo Chili activity
with life size plant on one side,
facts on one side, and two sides to
harvest chilis. Built in 2022.

Olathe Sweet Corn Station with
facts on the end and corn wall
on the sides built in 2022.
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