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TAFE AGRICULTURE AWARDS PROGRAM
CATEGORY 3 FORM (2025)

Please provide all information requested on this form in the space allocated (no additional lines and or pages
of explanation). Supporting material and photos are limited to three pages. No maximum number of photos, but
they must be inserted into the three-page maximum. *All photos must have a caption. All photos must be in .jpeg
or .jpg format.

FAIR NAME: Erie County Fair

FAIR STATE/PROVINCE: Hamburg, NY
DIVISION: 5 (see rules, based upon attendance)

Category 3 — Newly established or evolving program/exhibit at your fair promoting agriculture to the fair
going public.

DESCRIPTION: Entrants will describe an innovative exhibit, event, program, theme, or competition
designed to communicate an agricultural message(s) in an entertaining and/or educational format to the
fair guests. Entrants should also explain relevance and detail partnerships involved, resources used, and
the success of the program. Special note: Fairs may enter up to 2 entries in Category 3 and both
entries are eligible for placing.

a. Title of Event/Program: Kids Cultivate- Agriculture Pitch Contest

b. Goal/Objective

Kids Cultivate was designed to encourage innovation and creative ideas that shape the
future of agriculture in our community.

c. Description - What does the program or event entail? How does it encourage participation?
Outline financial investment (both material and in-kind) including partners or sponsors.

Youth ages 5-21 were invited to submit a 1 - 3 minute pitch video and written application,
with ideas in categories such as agriculture innovation, sustainability, community/education,
and livestock. Promotions encouraged participation from all backgrounds, not just kids who
are already involved in Agriculture. Promotions included press, web content, social media,
email marketing, flyers, and personalized outreach. Nine finalists were chosen after being
evaluated by staff and then paired with mentors, ranging from board members and local
business owners to teachers, and farmers. Mentors met with their mentees throughout the
summer, and staff shared recorded coaching videos with participants as well. Finalists
competed on a stage during a live event at the Fair divided into Junior (5-12) and Senior
(13-21) divisions. Four local business leaders judged presentations using rubrics focused on
creativity, relevancy, practicality and presentation skills. Audience members also voted for
People's Choice Awards via QR code within Slido. Sponsorships primarily covered cash
prizes and banners: 1st Place $1,000 (per division), 2nd Place $750 (per division), People’
s Choice $250 (per division). All participants were surprised with an additional cash award to
advance their projects to support their business ideas. Sponsors included L.A. Wooley
Electric. Note Advisors. and Linde.
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d. Outcome - What is the exhibitor, management, fairgoer and/or stakeholder response?

The participants were in awe of the excitement the event brought. The crowd was packed
with fairgoers, mentors and supporters, The action-packed hour-long event was full of
creative ideas, (happy) tears and pride. Many remarked that the event was their favorite
part of the 2025 fair. Judges, mentors and sponsors alike noted their interest in returning for
its second year. In a survey sent to participants, judges and mentors following the event,
results contained positive reviews, testimonials and interest in staying involved for next
year.

e. Promotion of Agriculture - How does this program specifically promote agriculture at your
event?

Kids Cultivate spotlights agriculture's future by blending creativity, business, and innovation
with traditional Fair programming. It empowers youth to explore agriculture beyond the
farm, supports their entrepreneurial ideas, and builds lasting community connections with
mentors. By displaying the contest in front of fairgoers on a free community stage, it
educates and inspires the public while showcasing agriculture as an exciting, evolving
industry.
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