
IAFE AGRICULTURE AWARDS PROGRAM 
CATEGORY 3 FORM (2025) 

Please provide all information requested on this form in the space allocated (no additional lines and or pages 
of explanation). Supporting material and photos are limited to three pages. No maximum number of photos, but 
they must be inserted into the three-page maximum. *All photos must have a caption. All photos must be in .jpeg 
or .jpg format.  

FAIR NAME:  

FAIR STATE/PROVINCE: 

DIVISION:  (see rules, based upon attendance) 

Category 3 – Newly established or evolving program/exhibit at your fair promoting agriculture to the fair 
going public. 

DESCRIPTION: Entrants will describe an innovative exhibit, event, program, theme, or competition 
designed to communicate an agricultural message(s) in an entertaining and/or educational format to the 
fair guests. Entrants should also explain relevance and detail partnerships involved, resources used, and 
the success of the program. Special note: Fairs may enter up to 2 entries in Category 3 and both 
entries are eligible for placing. 

a. Title of Event/Program:

b. Goal/Objective

c. Description - What does the program or event entail? How does it encourage participation?
Outline financial investment (both material and in-kind) including partners or sponsors.
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d. Outcome - What is the exhibitor, management, fairgoer and/or stakeholder response? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
e. Promotion of Agriculture - How does this program specifically promote agriculture at your 
event? 
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	FAIR NAME: Erie County Fair
	FAIR STATEPROVINCE: New York
	DIVISION: 5
	a Title of EventProgram: Farm 2 Table @ the Fair 
	Goal: The goal of the new Farm 2 Table @ Fair program is to give underprivileged youth the opportunity to connect with agricultue and enjoy an all-encompassing day at the Fair.  The program would provide an opportunity for local youth to attend the Fair, many for the very first time, as a free field trip offered through the Say Yes Buffalo summer camp program.
	Description: Farm 2 Table @ the Fair entails 2 hours of staff led Agriculture Education across the Fairgrounds with 3 stations followed by free time. 463 students grade Pre-K-6th and their chaperones attended across four dates. At one station students and chaperones visit Fair Bear's Farmland and the Agriculture Discovery Center, learning all about animals. At a second station groups visited Urban Garden Walk learning ways to grow food at home and stopped in the Creative Arts building to see how their next work of art could win them a blue ribbon at the Fair and to see Woodturners in action. The final station encompassed the Ag Grange Building in which groups learned about maple and honey production and tasted some sweet samples. Provided meal vouchers and ride cards allowed for further enjoyment around the Fair. This program encourages participation in next year's Fair as students received a code to waive entry fee to enter competitive exhibits. Students could utilize their new Ag knowledge by using their recipe card and fresh zucchini sent home in their goodie bag to make a recipe with a parent.  Financial investment was $25,714 with a majority to be reimbursed through the NYS 2025 Transportation Grant of $25,000. Sponsors included Strates Shows, First Student, RetroBuffalo, Aquafina, Upstate Farms and Wegmans. 
	Outcome: The response from Say Yes Buffalo summer camp site directors who arranged the students and chaperones to attend was overwhelmingly positive with many compliments on how engaging and informative the program was. Respondents said students enjoyed the food, rides, maple tastings but most of all the animals. For many students this was their first time petting a calf or pig. All survey respondents gave a 5 star review of the Farm 2 Table @ the Fair program. Some of the sponsors have already shown interest in being part of the program next year. Guest speakers in the Fair Bear's Farmland, the Agriculture Discovery Center, the Woodworkers of WNY, WNY Honey Producer's and WNY Maple Producer's all had positive feedback and said they appreciated being part of the program and helping to tell the story of agriculture.


	Promotion: This program specifically promotes agriculture at our Fair by engaging youth in the story of "farm 2 table" and encouraging them to participate in agriculture at home and enter their art, produce, etc. into the Fair in the future. This program allowed for many first experiences for students who live in the city of Buffalo and may never have been to a farm or for a drive out in the country to see that their food doesn't start its journey at the grocery store. The journey of milk starts with cows like those the students saw who had calves in the Agriculture Discovery Center. While they experienced the process of sap to syrup by trying out tapping a tree and tasting real maple syrup. The Urban Garden Walk showcased how students can grow their own garden at home and then enter their produce for a blue ribbon in the Ag Grange Building. The conversation card sent home in each student's goodie bag hopefully continues the learning when their parent/guardian engages with them on how their trip to the Fair went. Making the zucchini recipe initiates healthy eating and incorporates learning from their day at the Fair. Agriculture starts with knowledge and this program provided a hands-on learning experience for local youth that was fun and engaging.


