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MISSION STATEMENT
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guidance needed to enlighten our youth and
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entertainment and heritage of Florida.
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INTRODUCTION

For 1990-91 we have compiled our first "History of
Florida Fairs", which really 1is not only a history of
fairs, and the Florida Federation of Fairs, but also a
handbook to the 54 facilities which are chartered under
Chapter 616.

Heretofore, there has been no written record of the
development of Fairs in Florida and with the passing of
time, many of the footprints left in its sands have been
eroded.

This 1is the Florida Federation of Fairs and Livestock
Shows effort to put the pieces back into the puzzle and
some of the pieces were missing, both in the history of
our Fairs and our Federation.

From this foundation, however, we hope we can
reconstruct additional parts of this history... truly a
part of Florida's Agricultural Heritage.

Also contained  herein, you will find the first
chronological 1listing of Chapter 616 Fairs and Livestock
Shows, and their dates.

Additionally, we have compiled a complete facilities
guide to participating Fairs based upon information
provided by them.

We hope you will enjoy our efforts.

Kenneth G. Cassels

Florida Strawberry Festival

& Hillsborough County Fair

President, Florida Federation of Fairs

"History of Florida Fairs Committee"
Paul Robinson, Chairman
Ron Beckey

PART TWO

In 2008 Jean Grant and Doris Graska began taking notes and going
through the minutes of the Federation, along with other materials. Fairs
were asked to update their information. We have included other
information that will be valuable to have assembled in one place. In order
to preserve the original history it is printed here word for word, the
updated history follows.

Update June 1, 2024—www.floridafairs.org
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STATE OF FLORIDA

DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CU
CONSUMER SERVI CE

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE 32301

DOYLE CONNER
COMMISSIONER

Dear Friends:

Through the vyears, as a 4-H member, FFA member,
State Representative and now as Commissioner of
Agriculture, I have supported and participated in
Florida fairs. Our fairs provide a way for Floridians
to showcase and promote the agricultural and other
resources of the State. Each fair reflects the
character of its county and of the State.

The most important resource reflected is our people.
Exhibits show what we do with our time, how we make a
living, our past, and our hopes for the future.

I am proud that the Florida Statutes refer to public
fairs as a public trust with fair associations as the
Trustee. This history of Florida fairs, prepared by
volunteers, summarizes some of the highlights of this
public trust, a trust that has been well-served.

Florida fairs have matured and are among the great
fairs in our country. I am proud to be associated with
our great Florida fairs, along with the fine personnel
of the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services.

With warm personal regards, I am

Doyle Conner
Commissioner

DC/ph
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HISTORY OF THE FEDERATION
OF

FLORIDA FAIRS

PREFACE

The Federation, at its 1989 meeting determined
it was time for us to seek out our "roots" as
an organization, and many elements are missing.

What you are about to review is information
which we have been able to document from
records, correspondence and meeting minutes as
well as from the records of the Federation,
which from time to time, we have been unable to
locate.

We hope that our fairs, chartered under
chapter 616, after reviewing this history, can
give us additional input into the Federation,
the History of Florida Fairs, of their Fairs,
and Fairs which may have come and gone.

HISTORY

In December of 1950, at the urging of J.C.
Huskisson, Assistant Manager of the Florida
State Fair, Tampa and John Henry Logan, Manager
of the Pinellas County Fair, then in Largo, a
letter was circulated to all county fairs in
Florida.

The letter was authored by Lloyd Rhoden,
Secretary Treasurer and Manager, North Florida
Fair, Tallahassee and Leon County Extension
Agent.

The text invited fair managers to attend a
meeting in the Terrazzo room of the Floridan
Hotel in Tampa on February 1, 1951, stating
"The purpose of this meeting is to discuss
among ourselves the advantages and advisability
of organizing a State Association of Fairs and
Shows ..... the latter alluding to Livestock
Shows. Thus, we can document the "Founding
Fathers" of our Federation were Lloyd Rhoden,
J.C. Huskisson and John Henry Logan.



Nineteen representatives of ten fairs were
present along with a representative from the
State Extension Service and a "Fair Designer"
from Raleigh, North Carolina.

Fairs represented that are still active in Florida
were the Florida State Fair, Pinellas County Fair,
North Florida Fair, Central Florida Exposition,
Pasco County Fair, and the Charlotte County Fair,
although this event has no relation to the new
Charlotte County Fair which made its debut in
January of 1990.

Representatives were also present from the Tobacco
Festival and Fair, Quincy (Gadsden County) and the
State Livestock and Crops Pavilion in Jackson
County.

Lloyd Rhoden was appointed Temporary Chairman of
the State Association of Fairs and Expositions and
the next meeting was set for March 29 of the same
year at Silver Springs.

By that time, the organization had a new name,
"Florida Association of Fairs, Livestock Shows and
Expositions" and representatives of ten events and
associations were in attendance.

Represented were the Florida State Fair, State
Extension Service, Florida Marketing Bureau, Sumter
All Fla. Breeders Show, Southeastern Festival,
Inc., Central Florida Exposition, Citrus County
Fair, North Florida Fair, Charlotte County and the
Strawberry Festival of Plant City.

At this meeting communications were reviewed from
Pensacola, Quincy, Marianna and Eustis pledging
support for the fledgling group, and a third
organizational meeting was set for May 14, 1951 at
which time by-laws would be adopted and officers
and directors elected. This meeting was held in
Orlando at the Angebilt Hotel.

The meeting was held as scheduled and the first
slate of Officers and Directors was elected. They
were;

C. T. Bickford, Orlando; President
John Henry Logan, Clearwater; 1st. District V.P.
Gordon Ellis, Hilliard; 2nd. District V.P.



George E. Dryden, Marianna; 3rd. District V.P.
W.E. Goerne, Ft. Lauderdale; 4th. District V.P.
W.E. Ellis, Ocala 5th. District V.P.
Directors at large;

Harry Jack, (city unknown),

J.C. Huskisson, Tampa

Lloyd Rhoden, Tallahassee.

Speakers at that meeting included Rollo E.
Singleton, Secretary of the Missouri Association of
Fairs and Agricultural Exhibitions to discuss
organization and purpose; H.G. Clayton, Director,
Cooperative Extension Service, University  of
Florida, who gave his concept of the purposes and
objectives of such an organization and Karl Lehman,
Manager of the Lake County Fair and Sportsman's
Exhibition who reviewed ©problems involved in
holding fairs, shows and expositions.

Activities adjourned with the scheduling of the
"Annual Meeting", Monday December 10 at Winter
Haven.

Thirty persons attended this meeting including
what could well be defined as our first "Associate
Members", Mutual Advertising Agency of Miami Beach,
Mahaffey Bros. Tent and Awning Co., Memphis,
Tennessee and Royal Crown Shows of Tarpon Springs.

Auditing, nominating, program and resolutions
committees were formed.

Reports were heard from previously formed
committees including Legislative, Carnival and By-
Laws committees and an afternoon session consisted
of a "1951 Version" of today's round table
discussions.

Dues at this time for members and associates
(merely grouped with members) was $25.00 per year.

Honorary Memberships were recommended for
representatives of the University system, and
Agriculture related state agencies, the Attorney
General and State Comptroller.

In the early years, the title "Short Course" was
given to the annual meeting and in the 1952-53
period, the organization had a total of 23 fairs.
Some of them no longer are in existence i.e.;
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Gadsden Co. Fair & Tobacco Festival, Quincy, S.E.
Florida Youth Show, Belle Glade and Jefferson County
Fair, Monticello. A predecessor of the Charlotte
County Fair also belonged as did the Nassau County
Fair which 1is now the Northeast Florida Fair in
Callahan.

At some point prior to December of 1952 the name of
our organization became "Florida Federation of
Fairs, Livestock Shows and Expositions", with the
word "Federation" vreplacing "Association" in our
title.

At the 1952 meeting, records indicate a motion was
made that the Federation pursue the legislature,
seeking legislation defining a fair.

Documentation of the organization and its
activities from this period until 1975 could not be
found, however, we have Dbeen able to research a
reasonably accurate listing of Presidents, but a
listing nonetheless that may be open to revision.

During this period, the Federation also addressed
involvement in a great many Livestock Shows, Breed
Shows, and other exhibitions of an agricultural
nature, but not necessarily fairs as we know them
today.

In 1975, the Federation had 42 member fairs, 8
member Livestock Shows and 34 associate members and
met each April in Gainesville.

The programs of the meeting in that time frame are
not unlike the programs which comprise the annual
meetings we have at this point in time.

Of the 42 member fairs, Levy County, Seminole
County, Hillsborough County Jr. Agricultural Fairs
and Sumter All Florida Breeders Show at Wildwood no
longer exist.

Among the member Livestock Shows, only two remain,
the Southeastern Livestock Show at Ocala and the
Suwannee River Livestock Show at Fanning Springs.

In 1977, the Legislature created the Bureau of
Public Fairs and Expositions with the stated intent
to protect the legitimate county fairs of the State
of Florida. The bureau became effective on July 1
addressing many of the functions it addresses today
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such as safety inspection, and Chapter 616 as it
was in form at that time.

Articles of Incorporation for the Florida
Federation of Fairs and Livestock Shows were filed
in 1977 wunder the guidance of President Darwin
Fuchs.

The schedule of Florida Fairs and Livestock Shows
belonging to the Federation in 1977-78 included 42
member fairs and livestock shows.

There were 33 Officers, Directors (Past
Presidents), Honorary Life Directors and
Honorary Directors and three Junior Directors.
We had 40 Associate Members.

From that period to the present day there were
occasional changes in by - laws but the overall
structure of the Florida Federation of Fairs and
Livestock Shows is pretty much intact today as
it was then.

In 1989 we had 45 member fairs and 140
Associate Members. With the burgeoning growth of
Associates we also implemented a Trade Show in
conjunction with the annual Short Course in the
mid 1980's.

There are many important events which have not
found their way onto these pages of the history
of our organization for lack of documentation
and we sincerely hope member fairs will help us
to fill in the voids in the future.

Respectfully Submitted;
Historical Committee
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HTISTORY OF FLORIDA FAIRS
AND LIVESTOCK SHOWS

The city of Jacksonville enjoys the position as the
first city in the Sunshine State to hold a fair. In an
effort to stimulate the 1local economy, the event got
under way in 1876. Over 1,000 visitors attended Florida's
first "State" fair that year. We know this event today as
the Greater Jacksonville Agricultural Fair.

Florida's oldest "County" fair, the Dade County Fair was
born in the City of Miami in 1897. Henry Morrison
Flagler’s Florida East Coast Railroad paid all expenses
during the fair's first years of existence. This was the
forerunner of what we now call the Dade County Youth Fair
and Exposition which was chartered in 1952. The Dade
County Youth Fair and Exposition 1is the largest youth
fair in the world.

The Florida State Fair in Tampa 1is an outgrowth of the
South Florida Fair Association which was founded in 1904.
In 1975 the State of Florida officially designated this
annual event as the Florida State Fair. Over 858,000
people came through the gates in 1990 making this the
second largest crowd of all time for the Fair. Attendees
travel from around the U.S. and some 39 foreign
countries.

Following is a list of the remaining Fairs and Livestock
Shows in chronological order, as submitted by our
participating members: (Additions and changes made 2020)

Year
Florida State Fair ......uiiiiiiiiiniiinininen.n 1904
Central Florida Fair .......iuiiiiinininnninenn.. 1912
South Florida Fair ......uiiiiiiin i iinnen.. 1912
Suwannee County Fair & Livestock Show ....... 1914/1962
Manatee County Falr ....iuiiinneinnennnennnnn 1915/1937
Lake County Fadlr ..ttt ittt ieinannnnnnn 1915
Pinellas County Fadlr ...vuiininiin e ieneneneennns 1920
Citrus County Failr i iiiniii it ittt iitinenennnn 1920
Volusia County Failr ..ttt i iitinneennns 1923
FL Citrus Showcase & Polk County Fair ............ 1923
Sarasota County Agricultural Fair ................ 1926
FL Strawberry Festival & Hillsborough Co. Fair ... 1930
Pensacola Interstate Fair ........... ..o, 1935
Jackson County Falr it intntnenteneneneennns 1936
Highlands County Fair ... inienenennnn 1937
Hardee County Falr ...ttt nennnn 1940

Osceola Co/Kissimmee Valley Livestock Show & Fair 1940
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