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MISSION STATEMENT  
Increase the overall quality of Florida's Agricultural Fairs, 

provide the members the support and 
guidance needed to enlighten our youth and 
educate the fairgoers on agriculture, trade,                                                                                 

entertainment and heritage of Florida. 
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PREFACE  

The Federation, at its 1989 meeting determined 

it was time for us to seek out our "roots" as 

an organization, and many elements are missing.  

What you are about to review is information 

which we have been able to document from 

records, correspondence and meeting minutes as 

well as from the records of the Federation, 

which from time to time, we have been unable to 

locate.  

We hope that our fairs, chartered under 

chapter 616, after reviewing this history, can 

give us additional input into the Federation, 

the History of Florida Fairs, of their Fairs, 

and Fairs which may have come and gone.  

HISTORY 

In December of 1950, at the urging of J.C. 

Huskisson, Assistant Manager of the Florida 

State Fair, Tampa and John Henry Logan, Manager 

of the Pinellas County Fair, then in Largo, a 

letter was circulated to all county fairs in 

Florida.  

The letter was authored by Lloyd Rhoden, 

Secretary Treasurer and Manager, North Florida 

Fair, Tallahassee and Leon County Extension 

Agent.  

The text invited fair managers to attend a 

meeting in the Terrazzo room of the Floridan 

Hotel in Tampa on February 1, 1951, stating 

"The purpose of this meeting is to discuss 

among ourselves the advantages and advisability 

of organizing a State Association of Fairs and 

Shows ..... the latter alluding to Livestock 

Shows. Thus, we can document the "Founding 

Fathers" of our Federation were Lloyd Rhoden, 

J.C. Huskisson and John Henry Logan.  
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Nineteen representatives of ten fairs were 

present along with a representative from the 

State Extension Service and a "Fair Designer" 

from Raleigh, North Carolina.  
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There were 33 Officers, Directors (Past 

Presidents), Honorary Life Directors and 

Honorary Directors and three Junior Directors. 

We had 40 Associate Members.  

From that period to the present day there were 

occasional changes in by - laws but the overall 

structure of the Florida Federation of Fairs and 

Livestock Shows is pretty much intact today as 

it was then.  

In 1989 we had 45 member fairs and 140 

Associate Members. With the burgeoning growth of 

Associates we also implemented a Trade Show in 

conjunction with the annual Short Course in the 

mid 1980's.  

There are many important events which have not 

found their way onto these pages of the history 

of our organization for lack of documentation 

and we sincerely hope member fairs will help us 

to fill in the voids in the future.  

 

Respectfully Submitted;  

Historical Committee  
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