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IAFE AGRICULTURE AWARDS PROGRAM
CATEGORY 4 FORM (2025)

Please provide all information requested on this form in the space allocated (no additional lines and or pages
of explanation). Supporting material and photos are limited to three pages. No maximum number of photos, but
they must be inserted into the three-page maximum. *All photos must have a caption. All photos must be in .jpeg
or .jpg format.

FAIR NAME: lowa State Fair

FAIR STATE/PROVINCE: lowa
DIVISION: 5— (see rules, based upon attendance)

Category 4 — Evolved program/exhibit promoting agriculture to the fair going public (Must specifically
outline how the program has evolved since inception)

DESCRIPTION. Entrants will describe an innovative exhibit, event, program, theme, or competition
designed to communicate an agricultural message(s) in an entertaining and/or educational format to the
fair guests. Entrants should also explain relevance and detail partnerships involved, resources used, and
the success of the program. Must specifically outline how the program has changed/evolved from its
inception to present. Special note: Fairs may enter up to 2 entries in Category 4 and both entries are
eligible for placing.

a. Title of Event/Program: Fair After Dark - Little Hands on the Farm

b. Goal/Objective

c. Description - What does the program or event entail? How does it encourage participation?
Outline financial investment (both material and in-kind) including partners or sponsors.



Page 2 of 2

d. Outcome - What is the exhibitor, management, fairgoer and/or stakeholder response?

e. Promotion of Agriculture - How does this program specifically promote agriculture at your
event?
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	FAIR NAME:                                Iowa State Fair 
	FAIR STATEPROVINCE:                  Iowa 
	DIVISION:     5
	a Title of EventProgram:        Fair After Dark - Little Hands on the Farm 
	Goal: In 2018, we launched Fair After Dark, the behind-the-scenes event series that allows Fairgoers 21 and over to experience exclusive Fair sights, sounds and tastes.  This event series has traveled around the Fairgrounds providing paid evening events.  As we have evaluated Fair After Dark over the past seven years we made the decision to change gears for 2025 and focus these events more on education than entertainment.  Our goal for 2025 was to create a Fair After Dark VIP experience-centered on agriculture education. 
	Description: Fair After Dark - Adults Only Night at Little Hands on the Farm was created.  It was time to reclaim your inner child and enjoy a night of fun at Little Hands on the Farm!  From food and drinks to trivia, this adults-only (21 and over) event offered a unique twist on a classic experience.  Throughout the night attendees had the chance to win prizes and each purchased ticket included three drink tickets to enhance the experience.  Tickets were $25 and did not include Fair admission.  There were a limited number of tickets available.  140 tickets were sold to this event; our goal was 150 tickets sold.  
The only cost associated with this event was the bar; we purchased an alcohol license and had beer, water and a signature drink available.  The signature drink was available with alcohol or as a mocktail.  The total cost including the alcohol license, alcohol, beer, mixers, water and cups was $1,275.  Iowa State Fair staff and volunteers worked the event and served as bartenders.  
	Outcome: We have a group of six Fairgoers who have attended every Fair After Dark event since 2018.  They loved being able to explore Little Hands on the Farm after dark from 8:30-10:30 p.m. and without children.  "We had no idea how much education is in this area, did you know that Iowa is the number one egg laying state?  We had no idea until tonight.  When we visit with the kids we are so focused on them we forget to take a minute to read the facts and digest what all goes into farming and agriculture," said a Fair After Dark attendee.  

Fair After Dark - Adults Only Night at Little Hands on the Farm exceeded our expectations and we were very pleased with the number of tickets purchased and how engaged the attendees were in the education of the farm!


	Promotion: Our goal was to make the Adult Only Night at Little Hands on the Farm as educational and fun as possible.  We made a passport booklet that each attendee received as they entered the farm.  The booklet listed each stop around Little Hands on the Farm and had a space to be signed at each stop.  Each stop was staffed by that Iowa commodity group or Iowa State Fair staff/volunteer.  Attendees started in the Start Barn; this is where they received their three drink tickets and instructions to follow the path along the Farm and grab a drink along the way.  The next stop on the path was the Swine Barn; the Iowa Pork Producers Association brought pork samples from their food booth on grounds along with a swag wheel attendees could win prizes with each spin.  The garden was a highlight of the night to let them play in the dirt as kids again.  The Grain Bin that showcases both corn and soybean let attendees play in the corn and soybeans along with answering questions for Iowa Corn Growers and Iowa Soybean Association swag.  The Egg Barn was another popular stop as the Iowa Egg Council was on hand providing samples of their new Fair food, the egg salad wonton!  It was very good and attendees loved all the free food!  We had a older broken pedal tractor available for a photo stop.  Many adults loved the selfie on the tractors to show their kids later.  The Iowa Beef Industry came up with a steak seasoning activity at the Beef Barn.  Each spice represented a vitamin or mineral used in cattle feed.  This was so fun and so creative!  The Sheep Barn was another stop, everyone loved "grooming" the sheep.  The last stop of the Dairy Barn was staffed with Midwest Dairy and they handed out ice cream sandwiches after attendees tried their hand at milking "Bessie", one of our milking cows.  Attendees got to learn so much about agriculture while also enjoying some samples and all commented on such an amazing night! 


