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IAFE AGRICULTURE AWARDS PROGRAM
CATEGORY 3 FORM (2025)

Please provide all information requested on this form in the space allocated (no additional lines and or pages
of explanation). Supporting material and photos are limited to three pages. No maximum number of photos, but
they must be inserted into the three-page maximum. *All photos must have a caption. All photos must be in .jpeg
or .jpg format.

FAIR NAME. Litchfield Fair
FAIR STATE/PROVINCE: Maine
DIVISION: 1— (see rules, based upon attendance)

Category 3 — Newly established or evolving program/exhibit at vour fair promoting agriculture to the fair
going public.

DESCRIPTION. Entrants will describe an innovative exhibit, event, program, theme, or competition
designed to communicate an agricultural message(s) in an entertaining and/or educational format to the
fair guests. Entrants should also explain relevance and detail partnerships involved, resources used, and
the success of the program. Special note: Fairs may enter up to 2 entries in Category 3 and both
entries are eligible for placing.

a. Title of Event/Program: Litchfield Fair Deaf and Hard of Hearing Family Fun Day

b. Goal/Objective

Our event was designed to bring people and families from all aspects of the deaf community
together at our agricultural fair with American Sign Language translation provided to allow for
a full experience. To create and foster a spark of interest for the Agricultural Fair Experience
among families who might not have been able to have an fully ASL interpreted experience
enough to simply enjoy a local fair. And to bring awareness to the greater community that the
deaf and hard of hearing community is part of their community, just with a different form of
communication. To bring the ASL experience into the Agricultural Fair as much as to bring the
Agricultural Fair experience to those who speak ASL.

September is Deaf Awareness Month, which makes it just a little more special.

c¢. Description - What does the program or event entail? How does it encourage participation?
Outline financial investment (both material and in-kind) including partners or sponsors.
This event was a partnership with Maine Educational Center for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing (MECDHH) and with Maine Hands and Voices (MH&V). Both organizations assisted
with planning, provided ASL Interpreters and marketing the event to the deaf community.
Litchfield Fair provided the initial idea for the event, covered the cost of the entry into the fair
for all who worked or attended, social media marketing and the Fair. MECDHH and MH&V
each provided an Interpreter from 9AM to 5PM at non-core hours starting at an estimated $54
an hour per Interpreter. MECDHH also used resources to create QR coded videos that had
animal facts in ASL, created flyers, provided social media and email promotion. MH&V helped
with manning the greeting and information area, as well as with marketing of the event. We
requested an email RSVP to help plan for the number of attendees, to gauge interest and to
help with planning.
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d. Outcome - What is the exhibitor, management, fairgoer and/or stakeholder response?

The outcome of the event was very positive. We had an excellent turnout despite the
ongoing threat of inclement weather throughout the day. The event goers left excellent
reviews on social media and were interested in coming back next year. We also had people
reach out during or after the event, who were unable to attend, asking if the event would
happen during the 2026 Litchfield Fair.

The Fair Officers, many of the Directors, and both organizers with MECDHH and MH&V are
excited about planning the event again for 2026, and we already have thoughts and ideas
on how to make improvements. We had media interest in a local newspaper outlining the
uniqueness of the event, as well as bringing attention to the idea that the need for ASL
Interpretation in public places is a normal part of everyday life for the deaf and hard of
hearing that should be more readily available. We are hopeful that we can get more publicity
and make the event even larger for 2026.

| am very pleased that this event worked out well, with lots of attendees and an excellent
reception from the general public. It has been more than 2 years since my original idea of
bringing the fair to children like my daughter came to me and a lot of failed attempts to plan
an ASL event without the full assistance of the deaf community, MECDHH or MH&V. | am
very grateful for our partnerships, all the work that we put in and I, personally am thrilled.

e. Promotion of Agriculture - How does this program specifically promote agriculture at your
event?

The promotion of Agriculture was partially just in simply getting people who wouldn't
otherwise go to an Agricultural Fair because of the communication barriers to go to the Fair.
ASL is American Sign Language, but unfortunately not a language that the majority of
Americans communicate in. In bringing deaf and hard of hearing families to the fair, we not
only brought the agriculture to them in ASL, but we also brought ASL to the fair for all to
experience. The event brought them to Old MacDonald's Barn with the petting area and
livestock, to see a part of our youth cattle show. There was also an animal scavenger hunt,
where QR Codes with ASL interpreted videos about each of the species at the fair was
placed throughout the barns. All fair goers were able to see and scan the QR code and
watch the video to learn a unique fact about farm animals in ASL. There was a picnic area ta
gather for lunch and socializing. Then, the children were able to "play to learn" about all
aspects of agriculture in our "Wheeler's Wee Farmers' Interactive Agricultural Learning
Center for Children." At Wee Farmers’ the kids were able to play at being a farmer or a
logger or a fisherman, all parts of Maine's major agricultural economy. They were able to
pretend to pick apples, collect eggs, "plant” seeds, cut logs with chainsaws and even see a
real fishing boat complete with lobster traps! They collected their produce and goods to take
to the Wee Farmers’ General Store and "sell" or “trade” the products of their labor for a
prize! We watched a live exhibition with ASL Interpretation about conservation of the delicate
native reptiles and amphibians in Maine, along with learning about invasive species from a
popular local Reptile Rescue and Discovery Center. We rounded out the Family Fun Day
with a tour through history and the history of Agriculture in Maine but also with a group butte
making demonstration in the Museum. Finally, the Litchfield Fair had an ASL interpreter right
alongside the butter making queen herself, and hopefully will for may years to come!




Flyer for the Family Fun Day with RSVP info
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LITCHFIELD FAIR

Deaf & Hard of Hearing
Family Fun Day

Saturday Fair Schedule
9am DHH Family Day Check-In

Litchfield Fair, MECDHH
and Maine Hands & Voices

welcomes you to Litchfield 10am Pig Racing
Fair for a DHH Family Fun @ Red Barn/Old MacDonald's Farm
Day on Sept. 6™ 1lam Picnic/Fair Lunch

Thanks to Litchfield Fair they 1pm  Wheeler's Wee Farmers'

are offering free admission 3pm DHH Family Day at the Museum
tickets for all registered DHH 4pm Butter making in the Museum

families and community
members!

Register today to save your spot!

SATURDAY 9 AM - 5PM

TH 44 PLAINS RD.
SEP 6 LITCHFIELD, MAINE

ASL Interpretation Provided

CONTACT: )
Megan Garrity for questions: Fair Book

(e) megan.garrity@mecdhh.org https://www litchfieldfair.com/

(t) 207-200-4592

Wheeler’s Wee Farmers’ playing to learn

Native Maine Snapping
Turtles, snakes and fair
fun!



Scavenger Hunt
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Can you find all the animals here?
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Scan the QR codes at the animal exhibits for more information!
iir Book Access fun facts in American Sign Language!
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Find all the fun facts and meet all the animal
earn a small prize! Check-in with Maine Hany

ican the QR codes at the animal exhibits for more information!
? Voices or MECDHH staff for your prize!!

: Book Access fun facts in American Sign Language!
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Litchfield Fair to host day for the hard of hearing. The day will offer enhanced accessibility for a range of

offerings people expect from a Maine fair.
By MARK LAFLAMME Staff Writer
LITCHFIELD — For weeks now, as always, the people behind the Litchfield Fair have been running themselves ragged getting

ready to open the gates Friday.

A lot of hard work goes into these small-town fairs, make no mistake, and the people of Litchfield want their big show to be
accessible to as many people as possible.

In particular, two local groups have been planning special events this year for those with hearing issues.

Megan Garrity, a coordinator for the Maine Educational Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, sums it up with an eloquent
flair.

“What might a Maine fair look like with more visuals to support student learning and curiosity at the animal exhibits?” Garrity
asked. “What might a Maine fair look like with an American Sign Language interpreter alongside the butter-making queen
herself?”

On Saturday, Sept. 6, the Litchfield Fairgrounds will host the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Family Fun Day, and we’re not talking
about just a few watered-down events here. The day for the deaf will feature a wide range of the classic events people expect
from a Maine fair.

There will be pig racing at the Old MacDonald’s Farm. There will be butter making, a trip to the museum and the Wheeler’'s Wee
Farmer. The deaf and hard of hearing, in other words, will enjoy all the grandeur of the Litchfield Fair, including a slew of
activities that may have been inaccessible to them previously.

Admission is free for all registered deaf and hard of hearing families and community members.

“Deaf and hard of hearing students often have limited opportunities to meet other peers and students who are like them,”
Garrity said, “(limited) opportunities of seeing direct representation of themselves in their environment, such as seeing a peer
with hearing assistive technology like hearing aids, a cochlear implant or a baha (bone-anchored hearing aid).

“In other ways,” she said, “it can be for deaf and hard of hearing kids to see how other families communicate with each other,
through American Sign Language or with Signed Supported Speech. The possibilities are endless. Our goal is to create
opportunities through programs that are accessible and encourages family and peer engagement. The opposite of isolation
being connection and belonging.”

The idea for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Day came from Amanda Wade Smith, a Litchfield Fair director who has a daughter,
Daisy, with hearing issues. “l just want everyone to be able to enjoy the fair,” Wade Smith said, “like | did growing up.”

Wade Smith conceived of the idea around fair time in 2023, spending months talking to various groups and individuals with
connections to the deaf and hard of hearing community.

Wade Smith said that without help from Garrity and her group, along with Amber Woodcock from Maine Hands & Voices, “my
idea would still be just that: anidea.”

It was Wade Smith’s notion that there should be American Sign Language access for everyone at the fair. There will be such
access this year, and Wade Smith hopes it will stick.

It’s what a fair should be For weeks now, volunteers have been meeting every Tuesday evening to plan for the upcoming fair
and to do what needed doing.

It’s not a small task. The fairgrounds cover 15 acres with 19 buildings waiting to be filled will all the accouterments of a Maine
fair. In fact, this year volunteers built a clubhouse, tore down two rickety buildings and got to work replacing them.

For Dawn Mills, who has referred to herself as the fair’s “superintendent of advertising,” it’s just business as usual, working in
backbreaking overdrive to make this year’s fair the best of them all.

The Litchfield Fair motto has always been “It’s what a fair should be,” and this year, these volunteers want that to be true more
than ever.

When you think of all that the fair has to offer, setting it all up starts to sound more like magic than just plain hard work.

There’s the antique auto show, the demolition derby, the scarecrow contest, the Redneck Truck Pull and the largest pumpkin
competition. There’s the pig scramble, the baby show, the kiddie pedal tractor event, the powder puff oxen pull and the apple
pie contest. There is too much going on Sept. 5, 6 and 7 at the Litchfield Fair, clearly, for us to list here. And this year, it will be
more relevant and accessible to the deaf and hard of hearing than ever before.

More information, including the fair book and brochure, can be found at litchfieldfair.com.

Mark LaFlamme — 207-689-2876 mlaflamme@sunjournal.com
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