
 

Health & Safety at The Big Fresno Fair  
 

The Big Fresno Fair is the largest annual event in the Central Valley and the fifth largest fair in California, 

attracting more than 500,000 visitors over 12 days. Ensuring a safe and healthy environment for families 

is a top priority, and the Fair’s Management Team takes this responsibility seriously. 

 

To maintain the highest standards of safety and health, the Fair collaborates year-round with state, 

county, city, and private agencies to meet and exceed requirements set by the State of California, Fresno 

County, and the City of Fresno. Key partners include: 

 

Fresno County Department of Public Health 

The Fair works closely with the Fresno County Department of Public Health on public education and 

operational planning. The Environmental Division ensures all food and drink vendors comply with the 

California Health and Safety Code, with inspections conducted before and during the Fair. 

 

Fresno Police Department 

The Fair contracts annually with the Fresno Police Department (FPD) to coordinate security operations. 

Together, they develop a comprehensive security plan and meet year-round with safety partners. Key 

security elements include: 

• On-site and perimeter patrol by uniformed and undercover FPD officers, supplemented by Fresno 

County Probation Officers, canine units, and the Multi-Agency Gang Enforcement Consortium 

(MAGEC) 

• Walk-through metal detectors (added in 2019) 

• 89 surveillance cameras covering the Fairgrounds, monitored at the on-site Police Command 

Station, plus FPD exterior cameras 

• Youth Admissions Policy (instituted in 2017) 

• Youth Admissions Policy instituted in 2017 (read more here) 

• Emergency Evacuation Plans 

 

New Clear Bag Policy 

To enhance security and speed up entry, all bags must be clear and no larger than 12” x 6” x 12”, or a 

non-clear small clutch/fanny pack that does not exceed 4.5” x 6.5” x 2”. Diaper bags and medical 

equipment bags are allowed but subject to inspection prior to entry. 

 

Fresno County Private Security 

Contracted to augment Fair security operations and ensure patron safety. 

 

American Ambulance 

Provides on-site emergency medical services for Fairgoers, including coverage at the all-new 

Grandstand Shows.  

 

California Fair Services Authority (CFSA) 

CFSA inspectors assist the Fair with building and attraction safety, risk management, loss control, and 

claims oversight, helping ensure the Fair is a safe place to visit. 

 

https://www.fresnofair.com/p/plan/fair-policies


 

 

Wagner Consulting Group 

Butler Amusements, the Fair’s carnival provider, contracts Wagner Consulting Group for third-party 

inspections of all carnival rides during setup and operation. 

 

State Fire Marshal’s Office & Fresno City Fire Department 

The Big Fresno Fair works closely with the State Fire Marshall to eliminate fire hazards and ensure all 

buildings and the overall grounds meet fire safety standards, while Fresno City Fire Department 

coordinates emergency response plans. 

 

Livestock Veterinarian 

Licensed veterinarian Dr. Stephanie Murphy monitors all animals during the Fair. She inspects animals 

upon arrival, ensures ongoing health, and addresses any concerns from 4-H and FFA participants. 


