
 

2025 Big Fresno Fair Hall of Fame Inductees 

Showcasing Long-Time Passionate Supporters Are Honored 

 

The Big Fresno Fair is proud to announce the 2025 inductees into The Big Fresno Fair Hall of Fame, 

which was first established in 2007 as a way to honor those individuals who have demonstrated long-

time continued support and extraordinary passion for the betterment of The Big Fresno Fair.  

 

The 2025 Hall of Fame inductees will be formally honored at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair’s Opening 

Ceremonies on Wednesday, October 1 at 10:30 a.m. in the Infield Tent inside the track. Additionally, all 

Big Fresno Fair Hall of Fame inductees will receive prominent visual recognition on the Fair’s Hall of 

Fame Wall at the Fairgrounds and an official Big Fresno Fair Horse & Jockey Bronze statue. Members of 

The Big Fresno Fair Hall of Fame will also be listed on the Fair’s website.  

 

The following individuals will be honored and formally inducted into The Big Fresno Fair Hall of Fame:  

 

2025 Hall of Fame Inductees (250 words) 

 

Congressman Jim Costa | Jim Costa’s lifelong commitment to the San Joaquin Valley and its people has 

made him one of The Big Fresno Fair’s strongest advocates. Raised on a dairy farm in Fresno’s Kearney 

Park, Jim’s roots in agriculture run deep, shaping his career as a farmer, public servant, and legislator. 

Throughout his decades of service – first in the California State Legislature and later in the U.S. House of 

Representatives – he has championed agriculture, water, infrastructure and education while never 

forgetting the importance of county fairs. 

 

As a former 4-H and FFA member, Jim has always understood the critical role fairs play in cultivating the 

future of agriculture. He is a familiar face at the livestock sales, where his support of youth exhibitors is 

unwavering. Nationally, he spearheaded the Agricultural Fairs Rescue Act following the devastating 

impacts of COVID-19, ensuring that fairs across the country would continue to thrive. Locally, he has 

worked tirelessly to secure funding for The Big Fresno Fair and other county fairs, recognizing their 

economic, educational and cultural value. 

 

Jim’s efforts extend far beyond fairgrounds, from securing Highway 99 improvements and protecting 

Fresno’s Air National Guard Fighter Wing, to advancing clean air initiatives and championing Valley 

agriculture at every level of government. His long record of public service reflects the same values The 

Big Fresno Fair strives to uphold: community, tradition and opportunity for all. For his tireless advocacy 

and extraordinary passion, we are honored to induct Congressman Jim Costa into The Big Fresno Fair 

Hall of Fame. 

 

Thomas Moran | Thomas “Tom” Moran’s legacy at The Big Fresno Fair is one of heart, dedication and 

unwavering advocacy for youth exhibitors. As a proud member of Wells Fargo, Tom became an anchor of 

the bank’s involvement in the Junior Livestock Auction, where he and his longtime partner, Sandy Raco, 

were known as fierce and strategic buyers. Tom carefully managed Wells Fargo’s purchases, ensuring 

the bank maximized its impact while always staying focused on the true mission: supporting every 

exhibitor. 

 

In the sale ring, Tom worked tirelessly to make sure no youth went without a bid and that every 

exhibitor broke even on their project. He and Sandy frequently teamed up with other buyers to raise 



 

prices, boosting both the confidence and financial returns of 4-H, FFA, and independent exhibitors. His 

competitive yet compassionate spirit made him a beloved presence in the barns, where his good-natured 

bidding rivalries became part of Fair tradition. 

 

Tom’s devotion extended beyond his professional role. He inspired his own family to carry on his 

passion for agriculture, with his granddaughters proudly showing champion animals at The Big Fresno 

Fair. Even as he battled cancer, Tom remained a steady presence at the Fair, missing only one auction. 

His passing last year was deeply felt across the Fair community, but his spirit continues to live on in 

every exhibitor he supported and every tradition he helped shape. It is with profound respect and 

gratitude that we induct Tom Moran into The Big Fresno Fair Hall of Fame 

 

Sandy Raco | Sandy Raco’s story with The Big Fresno Fair is one of generosity, grit and a deep-rooted 

passion for youth in agriculture. Beginning in the early 1990s, inspired by her nieces and nephews who 

were youth exhibitors, Sandy quickly recognized the importance of supporting young participants in 

every way possible. As a Wells Fargo leader, she forged a groundbreaking partnership with the Fair, 

bringing professional banking teams into the livestock barns to guide exhibitors, parents and buyers 

through the financial process – often opening first-ever bank accounts for students. 

 

Her impact was equally felt in the sale ring, where Sandy became a fixture at livestock auctions. 

Competitive by nature, she ensured every child had a buyer, often teaming with other supporters and 

her close friend and auction partner, Tom Moran, to drive up bids and make sure no youth was left 

behind. A favorite tradition of hers was bidding on the very last animal of the auction – a gesture 

symbolizing her commitment to every student, from start to finish. 

 

Sandy’s journey to leadership is as inspiring as her Fair legacy. Starting her career at Marie Callender’s 

before joining Wells Fargo, she worked her way up to Regional President of the Central Valley region 

during a 49-year career marked by determination, mentorship and service. Even in retirement, Sandy 

continues to champion causes that matter most to her community. For her decades of advocacy, 

leadership and steadfast dedication to youth exhibitors, we are proud to induct Sandy Raco into The Big 

Fresno Fair Hall of Fame 

 

Michael Ward | Michael Ward’s legacy with The Big Fresno Fair is one of dedication, generosity, and 

steadfast support for youth in agriculture. For decades, Mike has worn many hats – volunteer, parent, 

donor, buyer, and mentor – each role underscoring his deep commitment to the Livestock Department 

and the young people it serves. His long-standing involvement as a Reedley 4-H leader highlights his 

passion for youth development and agricultural education. 

 

Always the first to lend a hand, Mike has given countless hours to ensure the success of livestock and Ag 

Ventures programs. Whether setting up, cleaning up, or loaning essential equipment like tractors and 

forklifts, he has never hesitated to step in wherever help is needed. His selflessness and work ethic have 

kept programs running smoothly and on time. Beyond logistics, Mike has invested deeply in the success 

of young exhibitors. He has mentored countless students on their projects, coaching teams that went on 

to achieve state championships. At auctions, he is a strong supporter not just financially, but personally 

– cheering on exhibitors and ensuring every child feels valued. 

 

Mike’s impact extends well beyond the fairgrounds. A devoted community leader, he serves his local 

church and has held board positions with both Immanuel and Reedley Auction Boosters. Always 



 

competitive, yet always giving, he even stepped out of his comfort zone to learn archery so he could 

teach it to local 4-H youth. Though he shies away from recognition, his influence is undeniable. 

For his unwavering generosity, leadership and profound commitment to youth and agriculture, we are 

proud to induct Michael Ward into The Big Fresno Fair Hall of Fame. 

 

“The Hall of Fame provides an opportunity for our Fair team to publicly show our appreciation for those 

individuals who have shown the highest level of commitment to the Fair and its betterment as a 

longstanding tradition in the Central Valley,” said Christina Estrada, CEO, The Big Fresno Fair.  

 

These Hall of Fame inductees join these past inductees:   

2007: Arthur J. Rustigan, Doris Halemeier, Gary Fisher, Mark Thompson, Nat DiBuduo  

2008: Brian I. Tatarian, Gordon Burrow, John C. Harris, Monte Person, William “Bill” Almeida 

2009: Christopher Korby, Nick Bowles, Walter "Fritz" Lauritzen  

2010: David Hill, Lucy Warren, Roy Isom, Ruby Hefley, Table Mountain Casino, Table Mountain Rancheria  

2011: Kenneth L. Maddy, Carolee Boele, Larry Fortune, Chief Jerry P. Dyer, Mike Dages  

2012: Ardie Der Manouel, Butch Butler, Chris Pacheco, Dale Ikeda, Louis C. Brosi  

2013: Tim Bakman; Gary Nelson, Mike Fitzgerald, Robert Smittcamp, Marvin A. Meyers  

2014: Alvin Quist, Carol Blasingame, Carol Chandler, Mr. & Mrs. Louie Brosi, Jr., Stephen J. Chambers  

2015: Electric Motor Shop - Frank & Florence Caglia Family, Mike Kludjian  

2016: Fresno Madera Farm Credit, Pardini’s, Bill Phillips, Sue J. Torres, Fresno Historical Society  

2017: Don Hunsucker, Powers Construction & Engineering Inc., Jon Semper, A Plus Signs, Parlier Lions 

2018: Quinn Caterpillar, Phil Tews, Myers Ward Tractor, Jerry Turner 

2019: Randy Perry, Elizabeth “Liz” Hudson, Conrad Jimenez, Ahronian Family, Tony Vivenzi 

2020: Donald “Donny” Rollin, Jim and Debbie Christian, John Hoyt 

2021: Debbie Jacobsen, Speeda Sound/Mike and Larry King, Supervisor Sal Quintero, Valley Wide 

Beverage/The Amendola Family 

2022: Former Superintendent of Fresno County Schools, Jim Yovino; Rick Ransom; and Michael Joseph 

Giovannetti 

2023: Bennie Gonsalves, Steve Magarian 

2024: Leta Ciavaglia, Manuel Ponte  


