
 

Favorite Carnival Rides 
For those thrill-seekers, don’t miss out on these fun rides! 

 

The 2025 Big Fresno Fair Carnival is the place for non-stop family fun this October! From returning 

favorites to new attractions, Butler Amusements will thrill Fairgoers of all ages. Butler Amusements 

has been in operation for more than 40 years and first joined The Big Fresno Fair back in 1981 and it 

has been a long, great partnership ever since! 

 

The Big Fresno Fair prides itself on providing safe, fun entertainment for the entire family. Butler 

Amusements along with The Big Fresno Fair contracts with a third-party consulting agency to inspect 

all carnival rides during carnival set up, as well as inspections that continue to take place all 12-days 

of The Big Fresno Fair in order to ensure all rides are maintaining their operational and safe statuses.  

 

Main Carnival Hours: 

Wed, October 1 & Tues, October 7, Open 4 p.m. 

Mon, Wed – Fri, Open at 3 p.m. 

Sat & Sun, Open at 10 a.m. 

Sun – Thurs, Close at 11 p.m. 

Fri & Sat, Close at Midnight 

 

Kiddie Carnival Hours: 

Wed, October 1 & Tues, October 7, Open at 4 p.m. 

Mon, Wed – Fri, Open at 12 p.m.  

Sat & Sun, Open at 10 a.m.  

Sun – Thurs, Close at 11 p.m. 

Fri & Sat, Close at Midnight 

 

Don’t forget about the kids! Butler Amusements provides some of the best kiddie rides around like the 

Wacky Shack Funhouse, Puppy Roll, Pirate Jet, Frog Hopper, Quad Runner and more! The Kiddie Carnival 

will continue to be in its location inside the Grandstand track with a concrete midway to make walking 

from ride to ride even more convenient – all thanks to Butler Amusements!  

 

Fast Pass 

Be sure to purchase your Fast Pass in the carnival area when getting your carnival wristbands so that you 

can take advantage of the fast line and go on even more rides on your trip to the Fair! Fast Passes are 

$15 Mon – Thurs and $20 Fri – Sun and can be purchased in the carnival ticket booths only. 

 

Up to $7 Off Unlimited Carnival Ride Wristbands  

Save when you purchase discounted $33 Unlimited Carnival Ride Wristband (and discounted admission!) 

at participating Save Mart or FoodMaxx stores! Regular prices are $40 (Mon-Thurs); $45 (Fri-Sun).   

 

 

2025 Featured Carnival Rides 
Here is a list of some popular rides that will be making their appearance at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair! Be 

sure to visit the Fair’s website (www.FresnoFair.com/carnival) to see the full ride list.  

 

NEW – SoundWave 

On the Sound Wave, riders are seated in stadium-style rows while the entire ride platform is lifted up 

and around on a single axis- all while riders remain upright. The Sound Wave will have you screaming 

for more as you leave your stomach behind while soaring and plummeting on this wild ride! 

 

 

http://www.fresnofair.com/carnival


 

 

The Grand Carousel 

For decades, audiences have been awed by the beautifully handcrafted majesty of the carousel. This 28-

foot carousel features 18 jumping horses. Parents and children create memories while they enjoy the 

sights and sounds of this beautiful ride together! 

 

Alien Invasion 

The Alien Invasion welcomes passengers aboard an enclosed alien spaceship. Once inside the entire ride 

revolves, spinning at 24 RPM and uses centrifugal force to sweep passengers off their feet giving them 

the feeling of weightlessness. All aboard this 45-person capacity Alien invasion for one wild ride. 

 

Cyclone 

The Cyclone is a thrilling ride that is enjoyed by kids, teens, and families of all types. The Cyclone has 8 

uniquely designed spherical passenger vessels each with a capacity of 4 persons. Each vessel includes a 

centrally located steering wheel which enables the passengers to spin the cars themselves. The Cyclone 

lifts 7 1/2 feet into the air and tilts 20 degrees for a terrific ride sensation! 

 

The Crown Merry Go Round 

For decades, audiences have been awed by the beautifully handcrafted majesty of the carousel. To 

witness The Crown Merry Go Round is to see this piece of Americana in all its glory. This 30-foot 

Americana Themed Carousel features jumping horses, and 2 chariots. Parents and children create 

memories while they enjoy the sights and sounds of this beautiful ride together. 

 

Ex-Scream Machine Coaster 

Hold on tight aboard the Ex-Scream Machine! Standing 48 ½ feet tall, this coaster features six cars, each 

seating up to four riders. Experience thrilling twists, turns, and drops on this daring ride. 

 

Freak Out 

Towering at 70 feet, the Freak Out seats 16 riders as it swings high above the midway. Secured in over-

the-shoulder harnesses, passengers rotate slowly before soaring over 40 feet in the air, reaching 

thrilling heights as they swing horizontally. 

 

Giant Wheel 

A towering tradition of Butler Amusements, the majestic Giant Wheel dominates the Midway day and 

night, offering patrons a sweeping view from a height of nearly 100 feet! Passengers are seated in 

separate gondolas and then whisked smoothly over the top and down again, reminiscent of the Ferris 

wheel. The Giant Wheel is a pleasant ride for the entire family.  

 

Hawaiian Express 

The Hawaiian Express is a fast-paced tropical ride will leave patrons breathless. An erupting volcano 

entrance welcomes riders for an exciting spin, travelling forward, and around then traveling backwards 

while negotiating an undulating path. Its unusual size, unforgettable scenery, lights, music, and action 

make being whisked around and around fun and exciting! 

 

Invader 

Imported from the Netherlands and soaring 45 feet high, The Invader is a high-thrill ride that spins at 



 

24 RPM, creating powerful centrifugal forces. With six, four-passenger seats along the outer edge, riders 

are launched upside down and all around in a whirlwind adventure that feels like an alien invasion. 

Inversion 

The Inversion features a tripod of passenger seats which can hold a total of 12 passengers. The main 

arm of the ride swings side to side like a pendulum then swings to invert passengers completely around 

and upside down. The inversion can reach a height of nearly 80 feet. 

 

King XXL 

The King XXL towers over almost every other carnival ride on the midway and holds up to 20 passengers 

in 4 gondolas. Riders swing on a claw pendulum back and forth until they reach the pinnacle of the ride 

at a 90-degree angle. A brand-new thrill from Butler Amusements! 

 

Pole Position Coaster 

The Giant Pole Position Spinning Roller Coaster, Fabbri Group’s first in North America, features three 

levels and reaches 55 feet high. With racing car-themed cars holding four passengers each, this thrilling 

coaster adds dramatic sound effects as riders climb and twist through corners, making for an 

unforgettable ride. 

 

Starship 3000 

The Starship 3000 sweeps you off your feet, spinning at 24 RPM to create a weightless experience. With 

a 45-person capacity, this ride uses centrifugal force to lift passengers off the floor for a thrilling 

journey through the midway. 

 

Super Shot Drop Tower 

The Super Shot Drop Tower is a thrilling standout on the Butler Amusements midway. Riders are securely 

harnessed and lifted 90 feet before plunging in an exhilarating freefall, experiencing G-forces over 3½ 

times normal. A magnetic braking system smoothly stops the ride, adding to the excitement of this 12-

passenger experience. 

 

Turbo Force 

Calling all adrenaline junkies! Turbo Force launches riders 140 feet into the air at speeds of up to 70 

mph. Feel the rush as you flip, spin, and soar through the sky on the ends of a giant rotating arm, 

experiencing up to 3x the force of gravity. With open-air seats and upside-down action, this ride is not 

for the faint of heart! 

 

Vertigo 

The A.R.M. Vertigo stands 100 feet tall and seats 24 passengers. As the center twists, riders experience 

a swinging motion while ascending to the top. Once at the peak, the ride gently swings back down, 

offering a thrilling descent. 

 

Wave Swinger 

The German Wave Swinger blends classic thrills with hand-painted artistry. Riders are lifted gently, 

tilting and swinging as they enjoy the vibrant scenery, lights, and music. Its unique size and charm make 

it a Butler Amusements favorite. 

 

Quasar 



 

The Quasar, manufactured by ARM, is a fast-paced thrill ride holds two passengers per car. Secured by a 

lap bar, the ride spins while the main arm raises the center of the wheel, creating a unique undulating 

sensation for each of the cars! 

Viper 

This colossal ride with a brilliant green snake theme takes riders on a whirlwind journey. The large arm 

crosses the entire top of the ride tilts and spins. At each end of the giant arm are two clusters holding 

two-part seating which spins independently as well. The open-air design allows riders to experience 

spectacular, twirling views! The Viper seats 24 passengers and also uses state-of-the-art shoulder bars. 

 

Zipper 

The Zipper is a longtime Midway favorite, offering thrills with its spinning cages and rotating boom. 

Riders experience three times the action as each cage spins independently while the entire ride turns, all 

lit up for extra excitement. Minimum height: 50". 

 

Bigfoot Truck 

Rev up the excitement on the Big Foot Trucks! These mini-monster trucks let kids feel like they're 

behind the wheel as they cruise around the track, bumping over fun obstacles and enjoying the ride. 

Parents can even hop in the back to join the adventure! It's a beloved classic that lets the whole family 

enjoy some monster-sized fun. 

 

Chopper Hopper 

Kids of all ages can swirl and twirl through the air like a chopper flying daredevil. The Chopper Hopper is 

a family ride and boasts eight cartoon themed helicopters. Each helicopter holds four passengers and is 

large enough to accommodate children as well as adults. The helicopters move up and down the center 

pole and riders control the spinning action with a push of a button. 

 

Frog Hopper 

The Frog Hopper is a first of its kind, fully interactive family ride that is sure to be a hit amongst kids of 

all ages. The Frog Hopper combines stadium style seating with an adorable frog theme utilizing a 

unique, patent pending interactive bouncing motion. 

 

Jumbo Dumbos 

Adding yet another humorous touch to the Midway is our Jumbo Dumos. This cadre of eight comedic 

elephants rise into the air and then gently descends while rotating from a center tower.  

 

Rockin’ Tug 

Those who normally go with the flow are encouraged to rock the boat a little this year at the Fair. This 

little tugboat spins dips and peaks like riding an ocean swell. The Rock N Tug seats approximately 20 

individuals so parents can take to the high seas with their children. 

 

Wacky Worm Coaster 

The Wacky Worm coaster is designed for the whole family. This two-level family roller coaster is a great 

way for the entire family to enjoy the carnival. This brightly painted worm, surrounded by flower cup 

lights, is a charming addition to the midway. 

 

Wet Boats 



 

This kid ride features individuals’ mini boats that float in water along a circular path. A great carnival 

ride for first timers! 

 

 


