
 
 

 

 

 

2026 Tamale Throwdown 

 

Entry Cost $10.00 per class/category 

Competition Rules & Entry Information 

• Online entry only. Entries are $10 per class/division and must be 

submitted by Friday, September 11, 2026, at http:// fresnh.fairwire.com  

or through the Big Fresno Fair website at www.fresnofair.com. 

• Each entrant must provide one dozen (12) tamales for judging. 

• Tamales must be delivered to the Agriculture Building (southwest 

corner) at the Big Fresno Fairgrounds on Tuesday, October 13, 2026, no 

later than 11:00 a.m. 

• Tamales must be delivered hot and ready to eat. 

• Volunteers will be available to assist with check-in. 

• Judging will begin promptly at 11:30 a.m. 

• The Best Homemade Tamale winner will be announced at 5:00 p.m. on 

October 13, 2026. 

• A minimum of one (1) ingredient used in the recipe must be either 

showcased in the Agriculture Building and/or grown in Fresno County. 

• This competition is designed to celebrate and showcase the unique 

flavors and agricultural products of California's Central Valley. 

• All tamales must be prepared from an original recipe. Recipes must be 

homemade, named, original, unpublished, and the sole property of the 

entrant. 

Divisions: 

• Professional  

• Amateur 

Categories for judging will be: 

• Best meat – meat classes will be broken into specific classes upon 

delivery 

• Best No Meat/Vegetarian 

• Best Sweet/Dessert 

http://www.fresnofair.com/

