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2025 BIG FRESNO FAIR RECAP & FUN FACTS 
 

Fresno, CA | October 15, 2025…The gates have closed on another Big Fresno Fair, the largest annual 
event in the Central Valley. This year’s 12-day event welcomed people from throughout the Valley and 
beyond, featuring hundreds of vendors and exhibitors, thrilling attractions, live entertainment and – best 
of all – beautiful weather from start to finish!  

From incredible food to memorable moments, the 2025 Big Fresno Fair was one for the books. Below is a 
snapshot of some fun, unique, and surprising facts and stats from this year’s Fair. A big thank you to 
everyone who came out to celebrate with us – and to all the people who worked behind the scenes to 
make this year’s Fair a success! 

Discount Days  
This year, The Big Fresno Fair brought back deep discounts almost every day of the Fair – and Fairgoers 
showed up in a big way! From $5 Opening Day and $3 Fair Bites Thursdays, to the $2 Fans  
& Followers Happy Hour (Oct. 7) and $6 Fill the Need Day (Oct. 9), crowds turned out to take advantage 
of these incredible savings.  
 
The $6 Fill the Need Day, with half of all ticket sales benefitting the Amendola Family Student Cupboard 
at Fresno State, expanded the Fair’s longstanding partnership with the university. Fresno State President 
Dr. Saúl Jiménez-Sandoval joined in the festivities, along with various university departments, 
cheerleaders and more, to show their support. Donation totals are being calculated and will be shared 
next month. 
 
On top of that, discounted Fair Admission and Unlimited Carnival Ride Wristbands were available at Save 
Mart and FoodMaxx, along with discounted Season Passes at O’Reilly Auto Parts, giving guests even 
more ways to save. 
 
Paul Paul Theater  
Table Mountain Concert Series presented by Modelo Especial and Toyota  
The iconic Paul Paul Theater delivered 12 nights of outstanding entertainment, spanning all music genres 
and drawing big crowds each night. It was a record-breaking year, with multiple artists performing 
nightly – highlighting the incredible value of Fair concerts. This year’s lineup included:  

• Joan Jett & The Blackhearts (Oct 1), YG (Oct 2 – SOLD OUT), Dustin Lynch (Oct 3, which also 
featured a free post-concert Club DJ Set), Alt Rock Rewind with Lit, Fuel and Eve 6 (Oct 4), La 
Arrolladora Banda El Limón de René Camacho (Oct 5), The Commodores & The Spinners (Oct 6), 
Dirty Heads (Oct 7), I Love the 90s with Vanilla Ice, Treach from Naughty By Nature, Tone Loc, 
C&C Music Factory (Oct 8), Skillet & Switchfoot (Oct 9), Trace Adkins and Preston Cooper (Oct 10), 
R&B Night with Mario, Lloyd & Nivea (Oct 11) and Lupillo Rivera (Oct 12).  

 
 
Brian I. Tatarian Grandstand  



 

 

With the absence of horse racing, our Big Fresno Fair team pivoted and brought a dynamic line-up of full-
throttle grandstand entertainment that drew out big crowds to the Fair to enjoy.  

• Rodeo Weekend presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort and Coors Banquet 
o Big Fresno Fair Rodeo (Oct 3 & 4)  
o Top Local Winners included:  

 Reed Neeley from Sanger – Bronc Riding  
 Aaron Williams from Pismo Beach – Bull Riding  
 Tyson Perez & Frank Perez from Hanford – Team Roping  
 Jaylyn Johnson from Raymond – Barrel Racing  
 Brooklyn Oliver from Clovis – Barrel Racing  
 Whitlee Burgess from Hilmar – Breakaway  
 Nehemiah Avalos (Age 10) from Tollhouse – Miniature Bull Riding  
 Wyatt Antonsen from Madera – Mutton Bustin’  
 Emma Evans from Clovis – Mutton Bustin’  

• Motor Sports Weekend presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort, Coors Light, Cal-Trans, 
Discount Tire and Fresno Equipment  

o Arenacross Nationals Tour (Oct 10)  
o Big Fresno Fair Car Show (Oct 11) 
o 10th Annual Beer & Wine Fest (Oct 11) 

 More than 856 people enjoyed this event which featured 40 different breweries 
and wineries, delicious food trucks, a cigar booth, and a DJ spinning the best 
songs creating the perfect party vibes inside the race track party tent. 

o Monsters of Destruction: Monster Trucks (Two Shows on Oct 12)  
 
4.0 & Above Program  
Presented by Toyota, EECU, Valley Children’s Healthcare, iHeart Radio, Fresno County Superintendent of 
Schools and Friends of the Big Fresno Fair  

• On Opening Day, October 1 more than 6,500 Fresno County students, parents and educators 
filled the Brian I. Tatarian Grandstand for the 15th Annual 4.0 & Above Program! A total of 
$108,000 in scholarships, 4 Apple Air Pods, 4 laptops and the grand prize of a Toyota Corolla, 
which went to Sunnyside High School Senior Mia Salcedo! For a complete list of winners, please 
go to  www.FresnoFair.com/4aboveprogram.   

 
The Fair Education Program  
This amazing program provides a FREE educational field trip to the Fair for Fresno County elementary 
students through 8th grade students. They toured the entire Fairgrounds, visiting each exhibit building to 
learn about agriculture, livestock and what makes Fresno County and The Big Fresno Fair so unique.  

• 24,131 students, teachers and chaperones attended during the 4 Fair Education Program days.  
 
15th Annual “Pint for a Pass” Blood Drive  

• The 15th Annual “Pint for a Pass” Blood Drive held in partnership with the Central California Blood 
Center took place from August 26 – October 12, and saw 10,029 people show up to donate with 
8,281 successful whole blood donations!  

• Compared to 2024, there were 375 more appearances and 248 more successful draws 
(platelets, plasma and whole blood)! All of that means that The Big Fresno Fair and you – our 
community who showed up - helped save up to 30,087 lives in the community!  

 
Big Fresno Fair Band Review   

• The 14th Annual Big Band Review drew in 24 high school and middle school marching bands to 
compete for the cash prizes! Top winners were:  

http://www.fresnofair.com/4aboveprogram.


 

 

o High School Sweepstakes Winner, Dinuba High School 
o Middle School Sweepstakes Winner, Burton Middle School.  

 
Big Fresno Fair Car Show  

• The first Big Fresno Fair Car Show featured 88 entries of trucks, cars, motorcycles and bikes.  
• Here is the list of winners:  

o 1956 Convertible Chevy Belair owned by Cortinne Sotelo 
 Best in Show, CEO’s Choice and Best Custom Car  

o 1954 Chevy 3100 Truck owned by father and son duo, Jose and Eric Ramirez  
 Most Unique Vehicle and Best Vintage Original (Pre-1960) 

o 1965 Chevy Impala owned by Mickey Jimenez 
 Best Low Rider 

o 1940 Ford Coupe owned by J.P. Shanoian 
 Best Hot Rod (Pre-1960)  

o 1968 Chevy Camaro owned by Chris Nelson  
 Best Hot Rod (Post-1960)  

o 1927 Ford T-Bucket owned by Jim Polsgrove 
 Best Rat Rod  

o 1958 Chevy Apache owned by John Beltran  
 Best Truck  

o 2005 Harley Davidson Softail owned by Rick Andarun  
 Best Motorcycle  

o 20-inch Team Marie Lowrider Bike owned by Jimmy De La Torre  
 Best Bicycle  

o 1963 Chevy Impala Convertible owned by Gilbert Casares  
 President’s Award (Fair Board of Directors)  

 
Free Entertainment  

• 18,920 minutes of free interactive activations - Jurassic Dinosaur Adventures, All-Alaskan Pig 
Races, Miners Town with the gold panning and leather working station, and Chef Ray’s produce 
carving. 

• Our Sea Lion Splash sea lions performed for our guests for a total of 600 minutes and consumed 
384 pounds of fresh fish 

• 8,400 minutes of professional strolling entertainment on the grounds.  
• Balloonacy created about 1,800 balloon animals. 
• 20,988 minutes of incredible entertainment on the five free community stages.  

 
Livestock Pavilion 

• 2,670 animals were exhibited at The Big Fresno Fair.  
• 1,212 4-H and FFA students exhibited animals at the Fair.  
• 882 animals were put up for auction at the three livestock sales (Dairy Sale, Sept 20; and Phase 

One and Two of the Jr. Livestock Auction, Oct 4 & Oct 11), raising more than $1.36 million with 
add-ons still coming in.  

• 200 animals and 4-H/FFA students won Champion Awards.  
• Had 20 ewes give birth to 32 lambs during the run of the Fair! 

 
Livin’ Local Marketplace  
In its 5th year, the Livin’ Local Marketplace featured 34 local small businesses with 20 new vendors and 
had $143,289 in sales – beating last year’s sales totals! It was great to continue to showcase these 
businesses at our Fair and provide such a great financial impact to our small business owners! 



 

 

 
Fresno Animal Center & Central California SPCA  

• Had a total of 32 adoptions! There were 11 cats and 21 dogs who found new homes at the Fair! 
 
Fine Arts & Photography 

• Had 611 Photo entries and 339 Fine Arts entries! 
• Nearly 150 students from 10 different schools participated in this year’s High School Chalk Art 

Competition sponsored by Allard’s.   
o Here are the top place finishers.  

 1st Place  Roosevelt (Allen) #47  Owl 
 2nd Place  Crescent View West # 32 Oriental 
 3rd Place  Crescent View west #36 Sun/Moon 
 Honorable Mention McLane #20   Pooh/Eeyore 
 Honorable Mention Roosevelt (Marquez) #27 Jesus 
 Honorable Mention McLane #38   Fresno Grapes 

 
Agriculture Building  

• There were 6,285 entries in the Agriculture building!  
• 15 judges were utilized to judge all of the produce this year! 
• Chef Ray carved 500 lbs. of produce! 
• There were 180 different variety of grapes judged. 
• It took 135 volunteers 4 hours to change out the produce for the 2nd week of the Fair! 
• 40,000 bees were displayed as part of the Central Valley Beekeepers. 
• Bob Hurlburt of Laton reached his 50-year milestone of being a community volunteer for the 

Laton agriculture community booth. 
• The My Job Depends on Ag flag was flown proudly in the building during the Fair as part of the 

movement to build awareness for the big role agriculture plays in our community and lives! 
 
Home & Hobby  

• Had a record-number of entries with 4,563 entries exhibited for Jr. Exhibits and Home Arts!  
• 27 entries Big Fresno Fair Arleen Owen Legacy Pie Contest 
• 25 entries Save Mart Sugar Contest, which beat last year’s record-setting number of entries! 
• 14 entries for the Sun -Snackable Contest 
• 23 entries for Made with Butter Contest 
• 90 Awards given out 
• California 911 Memorial Foundation’s new Poetry & Art contest had 50 entries in its first year! 
• 11 awards were given out in the High School Art Competition by the Office of the Fresno County 

Superintendent of Schools, along with 10 Rural Area Awards 
• Allard’s Art gave 48 High School Art awards, which will then be displayed at Allard’s Art. 
• Sunnyside Garden Club gave out 2 awards 
• The Society of Western Artists San Joaquin Valley Chapter - Jesus Sepulveda gave out 2 High 

School Awards 
 
Fresno Gem & Mineral Society  

• Booths - Spin to Win, Geodes, Rock Art, Jewelry, Faceting and Earth Treasures were very popular. 
• A portion of proceeds supports geology scholarships at Fresno City College and Fresno State.  
• A total of 59 display cases showcased exhibits in mineral specimens, lapidary and faceted work, 

silversmithing, beadwork, wire wrapping, petrified wood and fossils. 



 

 

• 15 ribbons were awarded in competitive cases, along with one Best in Show ribbon for 
competitive and one for non-competitive cases. 

• Through the Fair Education Program – “A Rock to Take Home”, each visiting student received a 
polished rock souvenir - with more than 22,000 rocks distributed to students, seniors and 
persons with disabilities on their trip to the Fair.  

 
Floriculture (The Greenhouse) 

• Had 38 different Divisions and over 200 different varieties of plants entered! 
• The Senior Floriculture entries had over 752 plants, succulents, orchids, cactus and fresh cut 

flowered entered. 
• 11 FFA and independent school groups submitted 546 entries in plants and over 75 in fresh, dry 

and silk arrangements. 
• 21 Sweepstakes winners and 39 Best of Show Division awards were handed out. 
• There were 10 new classes to showcase plants and flowers in a unique way. 

 
The NEW Ivy Bar 
A stylish new addition to the Fair, the Ivy Bar quickly became a popular gathering spot for Fairgoers. 
Located in the Paddock at the race track, this unique lounge welcomed visitors into a beautiful, ivy-
covered space where California’s finest thoroughbreds once walked. With shade, twinkling bistro lights, 
and plenty of room to relax with a refreshing beverage ordered from the full-bar, the Ivy Bar blended 
history, style and comfort - offering a one-of-a-kind place to pause and enjoy the Fair. 
 
Big Fresno Fair Social Media 

• 29,889,989: The total reach from the Fair's Facebook, X and Instagram posts during the 12 days 
of the 2025 Big Fresno Fair. 

• The Big Fresno Fair has 98,950 fans on Facebook 
• The Big Fresno Fair has 11,418 followers on X 
• The Big Fresno Fair has 60,127 followers on Instagram 
• The Big Fresno Fair has 3,178 followers on TikTok 
• The Big Fresno Fair has 1,578 followers on Snapchat 

 
Chicken Charlie’s  

• Sold 2,000 Meatball Mozzarella On A Stick 
• Sold 1,000 Bacon Ranch Jalapeno Fries  
• Sold 1,000 Deep-Fried Frog Legs  
• Went through hundreds of buckets of pickles!  
• Best part is – after the Fair, Chicken Charlie’s donated all leftover product to the Poverello House 

to feed our community. This is the 8th year they’ve been doing this!  
 
Pepe’s Fruit & Aquas Frescas  

• Used 290 flats of strawberries  
• Used 7 bins of watermelons 
• 2,965 Dubai Chocolate Strawberries Cups  
• 1,264 Sandía Pops  

 
Sharky’s Fish & Chips 

• Went through 120 gallons of pickles for the delicious deep-fried pickles.  
• Went through 840 lbs. of lobster meat for the famous Sharky’s Lobster Fries!  

 
 



 

 

Fabulous Fanny’s Funnel Cakes  
• Used 1,824 lbs. of fresh strawberries during this year’s Fair!  
• Top selling funnel cakes were:  

o #1 Strawberry  
o #2 Original Powdered Sugar  
o #3 Banana Split & Oreo Chocolate Cream (a tie!)  

 
Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls (all three stands) 

• 34,000 lbs. of flour were used 
• 13,000 lbs. of cinnamon and sugar were used 
• 5,000 lbs. of cream cheese were used 
• 3,000 lbs. of butter were used  
• 5,000 of the new Tres Leches Cinnamon Rolls sold & 360 gallons of tres leches used! 
• 2,200 lbs. of walnuts were used  
• 400 lbs. of coffee were used 
• 50 people employed  
• Marked 47 years of operation for this local, family-owned and operated business!  

 
Corn Stars 

• Shucked 10,000 ears of fresh corn  
• Baked over 2,000 giant potatoes  
• Top 3 Potato Toppings were:  

o Butter  
o Sour Cream  
o And Real Bacon  

• New Elote Baked Potato was a hit!  
o It’s topped with butter, corn kernels, bacon and chipotle mayonnaise! 
o Was renamed “Mayor Jerry Dyer’s Choice” after he came out, tried it and loved it!  

 
 
Mark your calendars for the 2026 Big Fresno Fair, which will be October 7 - 18!  
 
 
 
 
LINK TO PHOTOS FOR USE 
https://spaces.hightail.com/space/qgHoNMMmsL  

https://spaces.hightail.com/space/qgHoNMMmsL

