DIVISION 1284 - 911 MEMORIAL POETRY

Registration online only. For more information
lbenham@fcoe.org
Sponsored by:
California 911 Memorial Foundation
Entries Close: September 11, 2026

Entry Fee: $2.00

Limit : One Entry per Exhibitor per Class

Eligibility: Open to All Fresno County

Schools, Junior High & High School students
7th-12th grade

Exhibits Received: September 14, 2026
9AM-2PM
At the Junior Exhibits Building
Exhibits Released: October 19, 2026
9 AMto 5 PM

Danish System of Judging

Cash Awards Offered
Place Awards
1st $6.00
2nd $4.00
3rd $2.00

Reflect on how our country was united as a result of
the events of September 11, 2001. It has been almost
24 years since September 11, 2001. Even though this
was before you were born, you are probably familiar
with the tragic events that happened in New York City,
Washington D.C., and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania
(Flight 93) and how it changed our country. One way in
which it changed the United States of America is that
we came together as a nation to mourn our loss and
celebrate our heroes. Countless heroes, many of them
unnamed, came to the aid of victims of the tragedy.

Research the event, focusing on the first responders
(police officers, fire fighters, emergency personnel, and
others). Create an original poem that relates to the
heroes of September 11th and represents the theme
of ONE VOICE — THE SPIRIT OF 9/12. The poem can be
rhymed or free verse.

The Spirit of 9/12 (the day after) is to bring us all back
to the place we were on September 12, 2001. We
were united as Americans, standing together to
protect the values and principles of the United States
of America.

GUIDELINES

1. The student’s name must appear on the poem, and
include title, student’s first and last name, age,
grade level, school name, email address, and
telephone number.

2. Poems must have a title and must not exceed 40
lines in length (excluding title) with no illustrations
or graphics.

3. Poems must be the student’s original work and
must not have been published anywhere, in any
form, including online.

4. Poems should be typed in English or translated into
English, printed in black ink a minimum type size of
12pt. Poems can be double or single spaced.

5. All submissions must be suitable for all audiences;
any poetry that expresses violence, is sexually
suggestive, vulgar, or otherwise explicitly offensive
will not be considered.

6. All poetry submitted for consideration must be the
original creation of the student and must not be
generated using artificial intelligence. Submissions
found to be in violation of this policy will be
disqualified from consideration. By submitting your
poetry, you acknowledge and agree to abide by this
requirement.

a. By submitting the online registration, you certify
that no generative Al was used in the creation of
this poetry.

7. Submitted poetry is subject for use by the Fresno
County Superintendent of Schools and The
California 9/11 Memorial Foundation & The Big
Fresno Fair.

8. Entries not complying with competition rules will be
disqualified.
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DIVISION 1285 - 911 MEMORIAL ART

Registration online only. For more information
lbenham@fcoe.org
Sponsored by:
California 911 Memorial Foundation

Entry Fee: $2.00
Limit : One Entry per Exhibitor per Class
Eligibility: Open to All Fresno County

Schools, Junior High & High School students
7th-12th grade

Exhibits Received: September 14, 2026 -
9AM -2 PM
At the Junior Exhibits Building
Exhibits Released: October 19, 2026 —
9 AMto 5 PM

Danish System of Judging

Cash Awards Offered

Place Awards

1st $6.00

2nd $4.00

3rd $2.00
ART PROMPT

Reflect on how our country was united as a result of
the events of September 11, 2001.

Reflect on how our country was united as a result of
the events of September 11, 2001. It has been almost
24 years since September 11, 2001. Even though this
was before you were born, you are probably familiar
with the tragic events that happened in New York City,
Washington D.C., and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania
(Flight 93) and how it changed our country. One way in
which it changed the United States of America is that
we came together as a nation to mourn our loss and
celebrate our heroes. Countless heroes, many of them
unnamed, came to the aid of victims of the tragedy.
The Spirit of 9/12 (the day after) is to bring us all back
to the place we were on September 12, 2001. We
were united as Americans, standing together to
protect the values and principles of the United States
of America.
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GUIDELINES

The submitted artwork fits the theme of the
competition.

Artwork cannot be any larger than 24” x 36”.
Registration form must be completed online.
Artist Statement: In 100 words or less, the
artist must describe how the artwork
represents the theme, explain what type of
media is used and why. Attach this explanation
to the back of the artwork.

Any artwork submitted in graphite, charcoal,
oil pastels, or any other medium that may
smear when handled must be submitted inside
a clear plastic cover.

All artwork submitted for consideration must
be the original creation of the artist and must
not be generated using artificial intelligence or
any automated digital art generation tools.
Submissions found to be in violation of this
policy will be disqualified from consideration.
By submitting your artwork, you acknowledge
and agree to abide by this requirement.

a. By submitting the online registration,
you certify that no generative Al was
used in the creation of this artwork.

All entries are judged anonymously.

The creative interpretation of the
subject/theme should have an emotional
impact on the viewer.

Artwork must be the student’s original work
not previously entered in this competition, and
must not have been published anywhere, in
any form including online.

The work stands on its own as a complete and
outstanding creative image.

The design of the work shows an overall
quality and command of the medium.
Artwork can be landscape, portrait, still life, or
abstract and may use paint, drawing materials,
collage materials, prints, original digital
illustration, or photography,

Framing or matting is optional; however, no
glass is allowed.

All submissions must be suitable for all
audiences; any artwork that expresses
violence, is sexually suggestive, vulgar, or
otherwise explicitly offensive will not be
considered.

Submitted artwork is subject for use by the



16.

IDEAS

Fresno County Superintendent of Schools and
The California 9/11 Memorial Foundation, and
the Big Fresno Fair.

16.Entries not complying with competition
rules will be disqualified.

Paint (watercolor, tempera, poster, acrylic,
etc.)

Drawing materials (pencil, charcoal, colored
chalk, pastels, oil pastels, colored pencils,
markers, etc.). A protective folder for
submission is encouraged when using these
mediums.

Collage materials (cut and glued papers, such
as construction paper, tissue paper, wrapping
paper, aluminum foil, etc.)

Prints (handmade stencils, gadget printing,
block prints, etc.)

Original digital illustrations.



