BEST
MEMORIES

Quick Story Ideas

There’s no shortage of great stories at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair - and our team is here to make covering
them easy. From lining up interviews and providing eye-catching visuals to helping you meet tight
deadlines, our Communications Team has you covered. Here are some of the top story opportunities to
get you started! We're excited to work with you and your news teams to tell the stories of the Fair!

FAIR SAVINGS

= O’Reilly Auto Parts Season Pass (September 2 - October 12)
Get your Season Passes at participating O'Reilly Auto Parts stores for just $40! That's an $8 discount
and without a doubt the best deal available! Redeem your O'Reilly proof of purchase receipt at the
Fair Administration Ticket Box Office to pick up your Season Pass. Then you can visit the Fair as
many days as you would like! NOTE: A photo ID is required for use of Season Pass; Season Pass good
for one person only during the 2025 Big Fresno Fair.

= Save Mart & FoodMaxx Pre-Sale (September 3 - October 12)
Purchase your discounted tickets at participating Save Mart or FoodMaxx stores from September 4
until October 14! Get $3 off Adult Admission (Regular Price: $15), $2 Off Seniors/Kids/Military
(Regular Price: $8) and up to $7* Off Unlimited Carnival Ride Wristbands (Regular Price: $40 M-TH,
$45 Fri-Sun *plus fees). For a full list of participating stores and locations, click here.

= “Pint for a Pass” Blood Drive (August 26 - October 12)
Do you know your blood type? Want to help save a life? Then donate at the 15thAnnual “Pint for a
Pass” Blood Drive! You can find out your blood type and help save a life right here in our community,
plus get a “Buy One, Get One Free” admission ticket voucher good for the 2025 Big Fresno Fair by
donating blood at any Central California Blood Center donor center or mobile unit from August 26
through October 12! Then redeem the BOGO offer online or at the Fair Administration Box Office.
PLUS, everyone that donates blood is entered to win a FREE pair of concert or reserved seat horse
racing tickets and Fair admission! Winners will be chosen at random throughout the "Pint for a Pass"
Blood Drive.

= Seniors’ Day (10/6)
Seniors 62 and BETTER are able to enjoy the Fair for free 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., along with special Seniors’
Expo throughout the grounds! After 1 p.m., cost of Senior Admission goes up to $4. Remember,
gates will open at 10 a.m. on this day.


https://cdn.saffire.com/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=FresnoFair&f=SaveMart__FoodMaxx_Particpating_Store_Locations.pdf

= Special Interest Day (10/6)
Admission is FREE to persons with disabilities plus their chaperone from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. After 1
p.m., price for persons with disabilities and their chaperones goes up to $4 each.

= $2 “Fans & Followers” Happy Hour Entry (10/7)
Save BIG on Fair entry just by connecting with us on social media! Connect and follow us on X,
Facebook, Instagram and TikTok to get into the Fair for just $2 from 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 7. A special barcode will be posted the day before on the Fair’s social media channels; show
it at the gate during that timeframe and pay only $2 to get into the Fair!

= Sun-Maid Kids’ Day & $2 Carnival Rides (10/8)
It’s Sun-Maid Kids’ Day on Wednesday, October 8 which means admission to the Fair is FREE for kids
12 and under with a paid adult admission on this day only. Remember, children 5 and under are
always free. Plus - enjoy $2 carnival rides all day long!

SPECIAL EVENTS

= 14t Annual 4.0 & Above Program presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Toyota and iHeart
Media (10/1)
All Fresno County 8 - 12 grade students with a 4.0 or higher GPA as of June 2025 will be eligible for
this amazing scholastic rewards program with a variety of prizes! Eighth grade students will have the
chance to compete for scholarships and other great prizes, while high school students will have the
chance to win those same prizes PLUS a brand-new Toyota Corolla! The drawing will take place on
Wednesday, October 1 at 6:30 p.m. in the Brian I. Tatarian Grandstand! This is definitely a “must
cover” event! If interested, we can connect you with past winners to see how winning has both
motivated them and affected their education!

= Jr. Livestock Auctions (10/4 & 10/11)
This annual competition is the culmination of a year’s worth of work for agriculture students who
select, purchase, feed and groom livestock to be judged, graded and sold at the Fair both Saturdays
of the Fair.

= Drone Show by Skye Dreams
Back by popular demand, Skye Dreams returns with four spectacular drone shows on Friday and
Saturday nights at 9 p.m. Look up over the Brian |. Tatarian Grandstand to see the sky come alive
with dazzling colors and breathtaking formations!

= Big Fresno Fair Rodeo presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort, Coors Banquet and Sanger
Chevrolet GMC (10/3 & 10/4)
The Big Fresno Fair is bringing high-adrenaline action to the Grandstand with The Big Fresno Fair
Rodeo, produced in partnership with PBR stock contractor and Humpz & Hornz owner, Wes Ibrahimi.
Over two nights, fans will enjoy bull and bronc riding, barrel racing, miniature bull riding, the crowd-
favorite Mutton’ Bustin’ and thrilling specialty acts. Saturday’s show adds team roping and
breakaway for even more excitement. Celebrating the Valley’s rich ranching heritage, this event
delivers unforgettable entertainment for rodeo fans and newcomers alike.

= Gran Jaripeo (10/5)
Experience the thrill of Jaripeo with live performances by Banda Arkangel, Banda Toro, Ultimo Nivel,
Los Delanteros de Sinaloa, Banda Los de la Ne, and Rangero Realito Rodeo. Get ready for a night of
high-energy music and fearless rodeo action! Tickets start at $20 (does not include Fair admission).



14th Annual Big Band Review presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Toyota and iHeart
Media (10/8)

High School & Jr. High Marching Bands compete for $20,000 in prizes from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.! Takes
place in the Brian I. Tatarian Grandstand.

Arenacross Nationals presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort and Coors Light (10/10)

Engines will roar and dirt will fly as the Arenacross Nationals bring high-octane action to the
Grandstand! Presented with WHR Motorsports, this indoor-style motocross event features top pro and
amateur riders tackling a custom-built dirt track with tight turns, big jumps and nonstop thrills. With
Pro Arenacross qualifiers, a Last Chance Qualifier, the Main Event and multiple amateur classes, it’s
edge-of-your-seat excitement for fans of all ages.

Beer & Wine Fest (10/11)

The Fair’s Annual Beer & Wine Fest on Saturday, October 11 from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. From inside the
race track, sip on beer and wine from 20+ breweries and wineries, live music, food trucks, lawn
games, cigar vendors, food trucks and more surprises! Plus, new this year - check out the first-ever
Big Fresno Fair Car Show happening right on the track! Tickets cost $35 and $20 for Designated
Drivers - ticket price includes Fair admission and all fees. Attendees must be 21 or older.

Monsters of Destruction: Monster Trucks presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort and Coors
Light (10/12 - 2 shows at 12:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.)

Monster trucks are rolling into The Big Fresno Fair for the first time with the Monsters of Destruction!
Two high-powered Grandstand shows feature roaring engines, jaw-dropping stunts, freestyle runs
and head-to-head racing. See top trucks like Double Trouble, Veteran and Wicked Strong tear up the

dirt in this thrilling motorsport experience for fans of all ages.

THE TABLE MOUNTAIN CONCERT SERIES IN THE PAUL PAUL THEATER

Presented by Modelo Especial and Toyota
All concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.

Wednesday, Oct 1

Tickets start at $35

Joan Jett and The Blackhearts

Thursday, Oct 2

Tickets start at $45

YG

Friday, Oct 3

Tickets start at $40

Dustin Lynch

Saturday, Oct 4

Tickets start at $28

Alt Rock Rewind With Lit, Fuel & Eve 6

Sunday, Oct 5

Tickets start at $25

La Arrolladora Banda El Limon

Monday, Oct 6

Tickets start at $25

The Commodores & The Spinners

Tuesday, Oct 7

Tickets start at $30

Dirty Heads

Wednesday, Oct 8

Tickets start at $40

| Love the 90s: Featuring Vanilla Ice, Treach of
Naughty By Nature, Tone Loc, Young MC and C&C
Music Factory

Thursday, Oct 9

Tickets start at $30

Skillet & Switchfoot

Friday, Oct 10

Tickets start at $40

Trace Adkins with special guest Preston Cooper

Saturday, Oct 11

Tickets start at $35

R&B Night Out Featuring Mario, Lloyd & Nivea

Sunday, Oct 12

Tickets start at $10

Lupillo Rivera




SPECIAL EVENTS HAPPENING IN THE PAUL PAUL THEATER

Sunday, October 5 FREE tickets available here

Cornerstone Church at The Big Fresno Fair

Doors open at 8:15a Service starts at 9:00a

Sunday, October 12 FREE tickets available here

Cornerstone Church at The Big Fresno Fair

Doors open at 8:15a Service starts at 9:00a

FAIR FOOD NEWS

NEW Food to Try at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair!

Fried Meatball and Mozzarella on a Stick, Bacon Ranch Fries with Jalapeno Cone (with or without
chicken) from Chicken Charlies

Dubai Chocolate Strawberries from JLQ Concessions

Tres Leches Cinnamon Roll from Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls

Returning Fair Favorites:

Deep Fried Crushable from Fat Fanny’s Funnel Cakes
Korean Corndog from West Coast Weenies - Korean Shack

Won Ton Chicken tacos, Pull Pork egg Roll, Chicken Rice bowls, Yum Yum Fries, Teriyaki Chicken
on a stick from Asian Fusion

Deep-fried burgers from Fry Burger

Famous Dole Whip, Dole Float and Frozen Banana’s from Ryan’s Dole Whip

Tri-Tip, BBQ Beef and Smoked Turkey Legs and more from Big Bubba’s Bad BBQ

Delicious Deep-Fried creations like Oreos, Twinkies, Frog Legs and more; plus some of his
healthier menu options like Maui Pineapple Bowls, Kabobs and more from Chicken Charlie’s
Warm and delicious Cinnamon Rolls from Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls three stands

Fish Ceviche, Shrimp Cocktail, Chili Relleno Burrito and more from Pepe’s Mariscos
Multi-flavored Licorice Ropes from Fair-time Licorice Ropes in the Industry Commerce Building

See a full list of new and returning Fair food items at www.FresnoFair.com/food.

$3 Fair Bites & Fair Value Meals!

Back by popular demand is our $3 Fair Bites, which will be available on Thursday, October 2 and
October 9 from 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. only. We have 53 of your favorite food concessionaires serving up
bite-sized Fair food and beverages for just $3 so come out and sample as much Fair food as you
can handle! PLUS, save a buck and feed the family with Fair Value Meals that will be available every
day! More details to come on what food booths will be offering these great deals!

FAIR ENTERTAINMENT THROUGHOUT GROUNDS

Carnival Rides | Enjoy a ride on the Century Wheel, Grand Carousel and all of your other midway
favorites! Plus enjoy this new ride that will be at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair...

NEW RIDE - SoundWave: On the Sound Wave, riders are seated in stadium-style rows while the
entire ride platform is lifted up and around on a single axis- all while riders remain upright. The
Sound Wave will have you screaming for more as you leave your stomach behind while soaring
and plummeting on this wild ride!


https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair
https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair
https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair
https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair
https://www.fresnofair.com/p/things-to-do/fair-food
http://www.fresnofair.com/food

Live Performers on Grounds | Stop, watch and interact with our ground performer throughout the Fair!
Be sure to take a moment and snap a picture to remember your trip to the Fair! Here’s the scoop on
what you can see throughout!

e NEW - Animal Cracker Conspiracy
Bring the magic of the circus to life with Animal Cracker Conspiracy’s enchanting animal stilt
walkers! These strolling, dancing creatures captivate audiences of all ages, blending fantasy and
reality into unforgettable family fun. http://www.animalcrackerconspiracy.com/

e NEW - Megan the Bubbleologist
Megan Makes Bubbles like no one has ever made bubbles before! With fun, colorful bubble wands
of all shapes and sizes, she creates bubbles that make you feel like you’re floating on top of a
rainbow! Everyone in the bubble zone will have a bubbly good time!

e RETURNING - Flo the Clown
Flo the Clown is a world-traveling entertainer who brings big laughs with her whimsical clown car,
trike and playful walkarounds - delighting audiences of all ages at fairs and amusement parks
worldwide. After a hiatus from her favorite Fair, Flo returns to The Big Fresno Fair in 2025!

e Balloonacy
Balloonacy's very own Balloon Guy, Dennis Forel, is considered America's foremost single-balloon
specialist. Forel has a repertoire of over 100 different balloon animals. Dennis has performed
throughout the Western United States, Mexico and Japan. He is a member and performer at the
Magic Castle in Hollywood. He is also a member of the Western Fairs Association.

e Barrel O’ Fun
Barrel O’ Fun is a classic presentation of magic and comedy that will have you amazed and rolling
on the ground laughing. With numerous awards backing their skill and entertainment, Charlie &
Delilah look forward to entertaining the crowds at the Fair!

e Jugging With Jeremiah
Jeremiah's award-winning juggling talents and cutting-edge light show will captivate and dazzle
you with spectacular tricks and visuals. His thrilling and illuminating juggling act is an experience
the whole family will love.

e Lanky & Sheriff Shorty
He’s whacky, he’s goofy, he’s straight up hilarious! Lanky will have our guests in stitches the
moment they meet him. In addition to Lanky’s silliness, his presentation includes ballon animals,
stilt walking, face painting and lots and lots of fun. You will never be the same when Lanky is on
the scene. Everyone wants a photo with Lanky!

¢ Violin On Fire
Patrick Contreras ‘Violin On Fire’ is an electric violinist who performs today’s hits and yesterday’s
favorites in a completely unique way - from Santana to Bruno Mars to exciting originals.

e Wheelie Fun Entertainment
Roberto the Magnificent's Wheelie Fun show combines interactive comedy with amazing stunts
for audiences of all ages. As fast as his pins fly, his one liners fly even faster!

e Chef Ray Duey - Produce Craving Artist
Produce artist and chef!!l Worker of magic from the Earth’s bounty!! Chef Ray is back with his
incredible creations.

e Jack Spareribs Shipwreck Show
Swashbuckling, rib-tickling, magical fun! Featuring Maynard, the Talking Monkey and the world's
worst pirate jokes.


http://www.animalcrackerconspiracy.com/

e The Drumheads
The Drumheads have touched down on planet Earth with a mission: to delight you and your
guests with the best music of today, tomorrow, and the classics of yesteryears. Don't let this
opportunity slip away - make sure you catch The Drumheads as they bring the rhythm and
excitement to your next event!

Live Music Featured on the 5 Free Stages | Don’t miss performances by the amazing John Pemberton,
Thee Pure Honey, The Box, Tina Marie Hypnotist, Compania de Danza El Sol plus so many more talented
artists and bands!
e Craft Brew Court Stage (Coors Light Stage), O’Reilly Pavilion Stage, Save Mart Wine & Beer Garden,
Dairyville Stage and Pacifico Yosemite Station!

Sports Stories

= Get the inside scoop on the rodeo from the riders...especially some top talent from the South Valley!

= Rock Climbing Wall on the grass area on the east side of the Pavilion Stage!

= Corona Cantina Sports Bar - If you miss horse racing and still want to catch the top tracks to wager
on your favorites, be sure to stop at the Corona Cantina on the 1st floor of the Brian I. Tatarian
Grandstand Friday - Sunday!

Educational & Philanthropic Programs

= 4.0 & Above Program presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Toyota and iHeart Media
rewarding high achieving 8th - 12th grade students

= Big Band Review presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Toyota and iHeart Media

Big Fresnho Fair Attractions
=  NEWSea Lion Splash
=  NEW]urassic Adventure in Kids’ Town
= Pop! Culture Experience (located in the Armory)
o NEWCandy Maze Selfie Trail inside the Pop! Culture Experience
= Livin’ Local Marketplace
o There are more than 10 new vendors you’ve never seen in this building...all dedicated to
supporting small, local businesses!
= All-Alaskan Pig Races
= |ron Mountain
= Big Fresno Fair Tractor Tree (featured in Ripley’s Believe It Or Not!)
= Table Mountain Rancheria Park:
o The Big Fresno Fair Old School House; Fort Fresno; Miners’ Town; Pirate Ship; Farmer’s Market;
Dairyville USA; Catfish Falls
= Gold Panning and Leatherworking in Miner’s Town
= Livestock Pavilion
o Baby Boom Area

NEW HOT SPOT TO HANG OUT!

NEW Ivy Bar

Step into the Paddock at the race track and experience a stylish new lounge at the Fair! The lvy Bar
features shade, twinkling bistro lights and plenty of space to relax with a refreshing beverage.
Surrounded by ivy-covered horse stalls where California’s finest thoroughbreds have walked, this unique
spot blends history, style and comfort. The lvy Bar is the perfect place to pause, unwind and enjoy a
one-of-a-kind Fair experience - you won’t want to miss it!



Corona Cantina Sports Bar

This area isn’t new, but it’s definitely improved! If you miss horse racing and still want to catch the top
tracks to wager on your favorites, be sure to stop at the Corona Cantina on the 1st floor of the Brian |I.
Tatarian Grandstand Friday - Sunday from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.! You’'ll enjoy plenty of TVs to catch all the
biggest races - plus betting stations conveniently right next to you!

HIGHLIGHTED EXHIBITS

= Fresno County Historical Museum
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the award-winning Fresno County Historical Museum, the
Valley’s premier destination for exploring the region’s rich past. Opened in 2015, the 14,000 sq. ft.,
two-story museum features historic artifacts, photographs, and interactive exhibits that bring Fresno
County’s stories to life. Highlights include the Community Cultural Center honoring the county’s
diverse ethnic heritage, the Italian Heritage Exhibit, a replica 1870s General Store, the Veterans
Exhibit, and the world’s largest sugar pine slice. Visitors can also explore exhibits on William
Saroyan, racing legend Blackie Gejeian, the historic Fresno Courthouse, and an iconic sign collection,
with the newest addition—the Lauck’s Bakery sign—added in 2025. Heritage Talks documentary
videos and interactive touchscreens complete this immersive look at a century of local history.

= Agriculture Building
The Agriculture Building, presented by Save Mart and Valley Children’s Healthcare, is the heart of
Fresno County’s agricultural showcase at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair. Visitors can explore more than
350 varieties of locally grown fruits, vegetables, nuts, herbs and grains, along with 10 community
booths that highlight the Valley’s agricultural pride. This year introduces the NEW Black Jar Honey
Contest, a world-renowned blind tasting competition that spotlights the best honey harvested in the
San Joaquin Valley. Guests can also enjoy the award-winning San Joaquin Valley Olive Oil
Competition display with weekend tastings, marvel at Chef Ray’s live produce carvings, discover
quirky “Monstrosities,” and view entries from home gardeners, 4-H and FFA students. It’s a true
celebration of the region’s agricultural abundance!

= Fine Arts & Photography
The Fine Arts & Photography Building at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair showcases the best visual talent in
Fresno County, featuring paintings, sculptures, ceramics, jewelry, fiber arts, digital graphics, and
photography across a wide range of categories. Fairgoers can enjoy standout competitions including
the High School Chalk Art Competition, where students create vibrant masterpieces on the Pavilion
floor that are later auctioned to support school art programs. Other highlights include the Blossom
Trail Art Contest, celebrating the San Joaquin Valley’s scenic beauty, and the “Round Up the Fun”
competition, inviting artists of all skill levels to interpret the 2025 Fair theme in any medium.

* Home & Hobby Building
The Home & Hobby Building at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair celebrates the Valley’s most talented bakers,
crafters, sewers, and artists, showcasing everything from baked goods and homemade wines to
sewing, art, and Ag Mechanics projects. Highlights include crowd-favorite contests like Table
Settings, Save Mart Sugar Baking, Sun-Maid Snackable Baking, Made with Butter, Made with Nuts, the
Arleen B. Owen Legacy Pie Contest, and the Big Fresno Fair Salsa Contest. This year, the building also
features two new 9/11 Memorial competitions—Poetry and Art—honoring first responders and the
unity that followed September 11, 2001. Visitors can also explore over 600 student art entries, FFA
welding and Ag Mechanics projects, and a wide array of home arts, making it a true showcase of
Fresno County talent.



Livestock Pavilion

The Carolee Boele Livestock Pavilion at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair offers a hands-on look at farm life
and the next generation of Valley agriculture. Fairgoers can see beef, goats, sheep, swine, rabbits,
and pigeons while watching 4-H, FFA, and Independent students showcase their hard work.
Highlights include the Pee Wee Showmanship, the fun Go Go Goat Costume Contest, the Junior
Livestock Auctions, the Carolee Boele Memorial Sheep Lead Competition, and the Selection of
Champions. Visitors can also meet baby animals, including chicks and lambs, and don’t forget to
stop by the hand-washing trough before enjoying more Fair fun.

The Greenhouse

The Greenhouse and Gem & Mineral Building at the 2025 Big Fresno Fair showcases the Valley’s
natural beauty and talent. Visitors can explore stunning floral displays—including orchids, roses,
dahlias, bonsai, and FFA gardens—alongside nearly 100 varieties of gems, minerals, and fossils, plus
competitive entries in lapidary, silversmithing, and beadwork. Don’t miss the open-air Lorikeet
Encounter, where colorful parrots fly overhead, and know that proceeds from gem and mineral sales
support local geology students.

SPECIAL SERVICES

All Gender/Family Restroom
Mommy Zone presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare
Found Children’s Center presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare

Exclusive Interviews: Need to be requested in advance so special arrangements can be made.



