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BUY TICKETS

Quick Story Ideas

There’s no shortage of great stories at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair - and our team is here to make covering
them easy. From lining up interviews and providing eye-catching visuals to helping you meet tight
deadlines; our Communications Team has you covered. Here are some of the top story opportunities to
get you started! We're excited to work with you and your news teams to tell the stories of the Fair!

FAIR SAVINGS

= Discounted Season Pass | August 31 - October 12
Get your 2026 Big Fresno Fair Season Pass for just $40 when you purchase at the Fair’s Box Office
from August 31 through October 12 - that’s an $8 discount off the regular price! With it, you can
enjoy the Fair as many days as you’d like! Photo ID required for use. Season Pass is valid for one
person only.

= Save Mart & FoodMaxx Pre-Sale (September 14 - October 18)
Purchase your discounted tickets at participating Save Mart or FoodMaxx stores from September 14
until October 18! Get $3 off Adult Admission (Regular Price: $15), $2 Off Seniors/Kids/Military
(Regular Price: $8) and up to $7* Off Unlimited Carnival Ride Wristbands (Regular Price: $40 M-TH, $45
Fri-Sun *plus fees). For a full list of participating stores and locations, click here.

= “Pint for a Pass” Blood Drive (August 25 - October 18)
Do you know your blood type? Want to help save a life? Then donate at the 16th Annual “Pint for a
Pass” Blood Drive! You can find out your blood type and help save a life right here in our community,
plus get a “Buy One, Get One Free” admission ticket voucher good for the 2026 Big Fresno Fair by
donating blood at any Central California Blood Center donor center or mobile unit from August 25
through October 18! Then redeem the BOGO offer online or at the Fair Administration Box Office.
PLUS, everyone that donates blood is entered to win a FREE pair of concert or Grandstand
entertainment tickets and Fair admission! Winners will be chosen at random throughout the "Pint for a
Pass" Blood Drive.

= $5 Opening Day (10/7)
On this day only, Fairgoers pay just $5* for admission when purchased at the gate! What a great way
to celebrate Opening Day of the 2026 Big Fresno Fair! Don’t forget, gates open at 4 p.m. on Opening
Day of the Fair. *Normal credit card fees apply.

= $3 Fair Bites (10/8 & 10/15)
Back by popular demand! From 2-6 p.m. on both Thursdays of the Fair, enjoy a variety of bite-sized
Fair favorites for just $3 each — including mini corn dogs, cinnamon rolls, funnel cakes, tacos, and
more. Sample as much delicious Fair food as you can handle! Click here for more details!


https://cdn.saffire.com/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=FresnoFair&f=SaveMart__FoodMaxx_Particpating_Store_Locations.pdf

Seniors’ Day (10/12)

Seniors 62 and BETTER are able to enjoy the Fair for free 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., along with special Seniors’
Expo throughout the grounds! After 1 p.m., cost of Senior Admission goes up to $4. Remember, gates
will open at 10 a.m. on this day.

Special Interest Day (10/12)
Admission is FREE to persons with disabilities plus their chaperone from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. After 1 p.m.,
price for persons with disabilities and their chaperones goes up to $4 each.

$2 “Fans & Followers” Happy Hour Entry (10/13)

Save BIG on Fair entry just by connecting with us on social media! Connect and follow us on X,
Facebook, Instagram and TikTok to get into the Fair for just $2 from 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 13. A special barcode will be posted the day before on the Fair’s social media channels; show
it at the gate during that timeframe and pay only $2 to get into the Fair!

Smileland Dental Kids’ Day & $2 Carnival Rides (10/14)

It’s Smileland Dental Kids’ Day on Wednesday, October 14 which means admission to the Fair is FREE
for kids 12 and under with a paid adult admission on this day only. Remember, children 5 and under
are always free. Plus - enjoy $2 carnival rides all day long!

$6 “Fill the Need” Day (10/15)

On Fill the Need Day at The Big Fresno Fair - admission is just $6, and $3 from each ticket goes to
support Fresno State’s Amendola Family Student Cupboard, which provides free food and hygiene
items to students in need! Tickets can be purchased in advance or at the gates on October 15.

SPECIAL EVENTS

15th Annual 4.0 & Above Program presented by Toyota, Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Friends of
the Big Fresno Fair and iHeart Media (10/7)

All Fresno County 8 - 12 grade students with a 4.0 or higher GPA as of June 2026 will be eligible for
this amazing scholastic rewards program with a variety of prizes! Eighth grade students will have the
chance to compete for scholarships and other great prizes, while high school students will have the
chance to win those same prizes PLUS a brand-new Toyota Corolla! The drawing will take place on
Wednesday, October 7 at 6:30 p.m. in the Brian I. Tatarian Grandstand! This is definitely a “must
cover” event! If interested, we can connect you with past winners to see how winning has both
motivated them and affected their education!

Jr. Livestock Auctions (10/10& 10/17)

This annual competition is the culmination of a year’s worth of work for hardworking 4-H and FFA
agriculture students who select, purchase, feed and groom livestock to be judged, graded and sold at
the Fair both Saturdays of the Fair. We of course want you to cover this event, but your team can also
come out and be one of our Celebrity Auctioneers for as little as an hour or as long as you would like!
Reach out and let us know! It’s a great way to connect with our livestock community!

Big Fresno Fair Pro Rodeo presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort, Coors Banquet and Sanger
Chevrolet

(10/9&10/10)

Building on the excitement of its inaugural year, The Big Fresno Fair is bringing back its fan-favorite
rodeo in 2026 - this time as an officially sanctioned PRCA event. The upgraded designation elevates
the two-day Pro Rodeo with top-tier competitors, increased prize money and national recognition.
Produced in partnership with Wes Ibrahimi PRCA stock contractor and owner of All IN PRO Rodeos LLC,
the two-night event will showcase bull riding, bronc and bareback riding, barrel racing, team roping
and more.



Rooted in the Valley's rich agricultural and ranching heritage, The Big Fresno Fair Pro Rodeo offers an
authentic Western experience and showcases one of America's fastest-growing sports.

Big Fresno Fair Jaripeo Americano sponsored by FoodMaxx (10/11)

iQue Viva el Jaripeo! Jaripeo Americano comes to the Gran Feria de Fresno for ONE DAY ONLY -
Sunday, October 11! Celebrando el mes de la Herencia Hispana, this action-packed afternoon features
Humpz & Hornz Bucking Bulls, live performances by Banda Herencia de Juarez con La Pantera and
Escaramuza Nueva Generacién, plus participating ranchos Rancho El Huevito, Rancho Lopez and
Rancho San Juan. Guiding the event will be Animador de Caballos Mario Davilla and Locutor de Montas
Tigre Herrera. Starting at 4 p.m., get ready for an unforgettable afternoon of high-energy music,
charreria tradition and fearless Jaripeo Americano action!

15th Annual Big Band Review presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Toyota and iHeart
Media (10/14)

High School & Jr. High Marching Bands compete for $12,000 in prizes from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.! Takes
place in the Brian I. Tatarian Grandstand. This year it will feature 25 bands competing!

Demolition Derby presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort and Coors Light (10/16)

Engines will roar and metal will collide as the Demolition Derby makes its debut in the Brian |. Tatarian
Grandstand at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair! Drivers from across the region will battle it out in an all-out
test of strategy, endurance and horsepower as they compete to be the last car standing. Packed with
crunching collisions, dramatic wrecks and nonstop action, this high-energy event promises big thrills,
big noise and unforgettable entertainment for Fairgoers of all ages.

Big Fresno Fair Car Show presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort and Coors Light (10/17)
Polished chrome, custom builds and roaring engines return to the Fairgrounds as the 2nd Annual Big
Fresno Fair Car Show takes over the Brian |. Tatarian Grandstand. From meticulously restored classics
to one-of-a-kind custom creations, The Big Fresno Fair Car Show celebrates the passion, craftsmanship
and creativity of automotive enthusiasts while offering a fun, family-friendly experience for Fairgoers.

Best of all, the Car Show is free with paid Fair admission, making it easy for Fairgoers to explore the
displays, meet vehicle owners and help select the People's Choice Award winner by voting for their
favorite entry. Whether you're showcasing a prized ride or simply enjoying the craftsmanship and
horsepower on display, this event promises something for car enthusiasts and families alike. To enter
a vehicle, visit www.FresnoFair.com/carshow and complete the online application.

Beer & Wine Fest (10/17)

The Fair’s Annual Beer & Wine Fest on Saturday, October 17 from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. From inside the
race track, sip on beer and wine from 20+ breweries and wineries, live music, food trucks, lawn
games, cigar vendors, food trucks and more surprises! Plus, new this year - check out the first-ever Big
Fresno Fair Car Show happening right on the track! Tickets cost $35 and $20 for Designated Drivers -
ticket price includes Fair admission and all fees. Attendees must be 21 or older.

Monsters of Destruction: Monster Trucks presented by Table Mountain Casino Resort and Coors Light
(10/18 - 2 shows at 12:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.)

The Monsters of Destruction Monster Trucks make their explosive return with two high-powered
shows in the Grandstand, packed with roaring engines, gravity-defying stunts and car-crushing chaos.
See top trucks like Veteran, Double Trouble, Obsessed, Pretty Obsessed and Anubis - tear up the dirt
in this thrilling motorsport experience for fans of all ages (lineup subject to change).


file://///192.168.254.20/data/shared/Debra/2025%20BFF/Media%20Kit/04%20-%20Story%20Ideas/www.FresnoFair.com/carshow

THE TABLE MOUNTAIN CONCERT SERIES IN THE PAUL PAUL THEATER

Presented by Modelo Especial and Toyota
All concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted.

Wednesday, Oct 7

Kansas and Starship feat. Mickey Thomas

Tickets

start at $45

Thursday, Oct 8

Gabriel “Fluffy” Iglesias

Tickets

start at $45

Friday, Oct 9

R&B Night Out with Ashanti and Soul For Real

Tickets

start at $41

Saturday, Oct 10

BigXthaPlug

Tickets

start at $45

Sunday, Oct 11

Una Noche de Mariachi con
Beatriz Adriana, Juan Valentin y Mariachi
Tenochtitlan

Tickets

start at $15

Monday, Oct 12

Tower of Power and WAR

Tickets

start at $25

Tuesday, Oct 13

Matt Maher with Special Guests Caleb & John

Tickets

start at $15

Wednesday, Oct 14

Iration

Tickets

start at $30

Thursday, Oct 15

Bush

Tickets

start at $45

Friday, Oct 16

Russell Dickerson

Tickets

start at $45

Saturday, Oct 17

Diplo with Opening Guest Wuki

Tickets

start at $45

Sunday, Oct 18

Los Tigres del Norte

Tickets

start at $39

SPECIAL EVENTS HAPPENING IN THE PAUL PAUL THEATER

Sunday, October 11

Cornerstone Church at The Big Fresno Fair
FREE tickets available here
Doors open at 8:15a Service starts at 9:00a

Sunday, October 18

Cornerstone Church at The Big Fresno Fair
FREE tickets available here
Doors open at 8:15a Service starts at 9:00a



https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair
https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair
https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair
https://www.cornerstonefresno.com/churchatthefair

FAIR FOOD NEWS
NEW Food to Try at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair!
e Chicken Shawarma Cone, Fried Mangonada, and the Garlic Parmesan Fry from Chicken Charlies
e Fresas y Mango con Crema, Sandia Pizza and Pineapple Kool-Aid - plus a top-secret Flan creation
from JLQ Concessions
e Extreme Food & Beverage, Inc. is serving Tanghulu, fresh fruit skewers coated in a crisp, glass-like
sugar shell
e Making its Big Fresno Fair debut, Boba King is serving refreshing drinks and island-inspired eats,
including Popping Lemonade with Boba, Red Bull Infusions, SPAM Fries served in the can, teriyaki-
glazed SPAM Sliders on KING’S HAWAIIAN Sweet Rolls, SPAM on a Stick, a SPAM Lunch Plate and
classic Musubi
e Plus, so much more! See our Fair Food release for a complete look at this year’s new creations.

Returning Fair Favorites:

e Funnel Cakes and more from Fat Fanny’s Funnel Cakes

e Korean Corndog from West Coast Weenies - Korean Shack

e Famous Dole Whip, Dole Float and Frozen Banana’s from Ryan’s Dole Whip

e Tri-Tip, BBQ Beef and Smoked Turkey Legs and more from Chillin’ & Grillin’

e Delicious Deep-Fried creations like Oreos, Twinkies, Frog Legs and more; plus some of his healthier
menu options like Maui Pineapple Bowls, Kabobs and more from Chicken Charlie’s

e Warm and delicious Cinnamon Rolls from Country Fair Cinnamon Rolls three stands

e Fish Ceviche, Shrimp Cocktail, Chili Relleno Burrito and more from Pepe’s Mariscos

See a full list of new and returning Fair food items at www.FresnoFair.com/food.

$3 Fair Bites & Fair Value Meals!

Back by popular demand is our $3 Fair Bites, which will be available on Thursday, October 8 and
October 15 from 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. only. We have 58 of your favorite food concessionaires serving up
bite-sized Fair food and beverages for just $3 so come out and sample as much Fair food as you can
handle! PLUS, save a buck and feed the family with Fair Value Meals that will be available every day!

FAIR ENTERTAINMENT THROUGHOUT GROUNDS
Carnival Rides | Enjoy a ride on the Century Wheel, Grand Carousel and all of your other midway favorites!
Plus enjoy this new ride that will be at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair... The Ballistic!

Live Performers on Grounds | Stop, watch and interact with talented performers throughout the Fair—and
don’t forget to snap a photo! Check the Events Calendar for showtimes and locations.
e NEW - Amazing Aydar: High-energy juggling, unicycling, balancing, comedy and audience
participation for all ages.
e NEW - Barnyard Bash: A lively musical puppet show featuring wacky farm animals, original songs,
country classics, comedy and an interactive Piggy-Wiggy hoedown.
e NEW - Puppy Pals Live: Adopted and rescued dogs perform incredible stunts and comical tricks in
this action-packed family show straight from America’s Got Talent!
e NEW - Wacky Chad: Extreme pogo-stick stunts, tall-unicycle feats, juggling, skateboard tricks and
big laughs come together in this interactive comedy show.
e Megan the Bubbleologist: Colorful wands and imaginative bubble creations bring a little magic to
everyone in the “bubble zone.”
e Flo the Clown: A Fair favorite returns with her whimsical clown car, trike and playful roaming
entertainment.


https://www.fresnofair.com/p/things-to-do/fair-food
http://www.fresnofair.com/food

e Balloonacy: Dennis Forel, one of America’s leading single-balloon artists, creates more than 100
different balloon designs.

e Animal Cracker Conspiracy: The handcrafted, stilt-walking Dragosaurs roam the Fairgrounds,
delighting guests and creating unforgettable photo opportunities.

e Barrel O’ Fun: Charlie and Delilah combine award-winning magic and comedy in a fun-filled show
for the entire family.

e Juggling with Jeremiah: Award-winning juggling and a cutting-edge light show create a dazzling
experience filled with impressive tricks and visuals.

e Lanky & Sheriff Shorty: Comedy, stilt walking, balloon animals, face painting and plenty of silliness
make this duo a Fair favorite.

e Violin on Fire: Electric violinist Patrick Contreras puts his unique spin on today’s hits, yesterday’s
favorites and original music.

e Wheelie Fun Entertainment: Roberto the Magnificent combines audience interaction, quick comedy
and amazing stunts in a fast-paced show for all ages.

e Chef Ray Duey: Produce Carving Artist: Watch Chef Ray transform fresh fruits and vegetables into
incredible works of art.

e Jack Spareribs Shipwreck Show: Swashbuckling comedy, magic, pirate antics and Maynard the
Talking Monkey make for rib-tickling family fun.

e The Drumheads: This out-of-this-world musical act brings the rhythm with current hits and favorite
classics.

e Roberto the Magnificent: A veteran entertainer who has delighted audiences nationwide with
comedy, audience interaction and impressive stunts.

e Tiki Shack: Enjoy tropical tunes from Jimmy Buffett, Kenny Chesney and Hawaiian favorites as the
Tiki Shack cruises through the Fair.

Live Music Featured on the 5 Free Stages | Don’t miss performances by the amazing John Pemberton, The
Moreno’s, Christy Bourbon & Straight Up, Sunnyside Danzantes, No Te Here O Te Hiro’a - plus so many
more talented artists and bands!
e Craft Brew Court Stage (Coors Light Stage), Pavilion Stage, Save Mart Wine & Beer Garden, Dairyville
Stage and Pacifico Yosemite Station!

Sports Stories
e Get the inside scoop on the rodeo from the riders—including top talent from right here in the Valley!
e Miss horse racing? Visit The Starting Gate to watch and wager on races from top tracks nationwide.
Located on the second floor of the Brian I. Tatarian Grandstand and open Friday-Sunday.

Educational & Philanthropic Programs
e 4.0 & Above Program presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Toyota and iHeart Media
rewarding high achieving 8th - 12th grade students
e Big Band Review presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare, EECU, Toyota and iHeart Media

Big Fresno Fair Attractions
e NEW Puppy Pals LIVE Show!
e NEW Kids Dance Party Adventure in Kids’ Town
e NEW Barnyard Bash in Kids’ Town
e Pop! Culture Experience (located in the Armory)
o NEW Midnight Manor Haunted House inside the Pop! Culture Experience
e Livin’ Local Marketplace




o There are more than 25 new vendors you’ve never seen in this building...all dedicated to
supporting small, local businesses!
e All-Alaskan Pig Races
e Big Fresno Fair Tractor Tree (featured in Ripley’s Believe It Or Not!)
e Table Mountain Rancheria Park:
o The Big Fresno Fair Old School House; Fort Fresno; Miners’ Town; Pirate Ship; Farmer’s
Market; Dairyville USA; Catfish Falls
e Gold Panning and Leatherworking in Miner’s Town
e Livestock Pavilion
e Baby Boom Area

NEW & RETURNING HOT SPOTS TO HANG OUT!

NEW Sip & Shop Bar

Raise a glass at the brand-new Sip & Shop Bar, located in the Commerce Building near the Chance Avenue
entrance. Featuring a full bar and a selection of signature drinks specially curated for the Fair, it’s the
perfect place to sip, shop, mix and mingle. Take a break from shopping, grab a signature cocktail and
make the Commerce Bar your new favorite stop at the Fair.

Returning The Ivy Bar

Back by popular demand after its debut in 2025, the lvy Bar returns to the Paddock at the race track. This
stylish Fair favorite features a full bar with mixed drinks, beer and wine, plus shaded seating, twinkling
bistro lights and plenty of room to relax. Surrounded by ivy-covered horse stalls where California’s finest
thoroughbreds have walked, the vy Bar blends history, style and comfort into a one-of-a-kind Fair
experience. Pull up a seat, grab a drink and stay awhile - you won’t want to miss this favorite hot spot!

HIGHLIGHTED EXHIBITS

= Fresno County Historical Museum
This year marks the 11th anniversary of the award-winning Fresno County Historical Museum, the
Valley’s premier destination for exploring the region’s rich past. Opened in 2015, the 14,000 sq. ft.,
two-story museum features historic artifacts, photographs, and interactive exhibits that bring Fresno
County’s stories to life. Highlights include the Community Cultural Center honoring the county’s
diverse ethnic heritage, the Italian Heritage Exhibit, a replica 1870s General Store, the Veterans
Exhibit, and the world’s largest sugar pine slice. Visitors can also explore exhibits on William Saroyan,
racing legend Blackie Gejeian, the historic Fresno Courthouse, and an iconic sign collection. Heritage
Talks documentary videos and interactive touchscreens complete this immersive look at a century of
local history.

= Agriculture Building
Presented by Save Mart and Valley Children’s Healthcare, the Agriculture Building is the centerpiece of
Fresno County’s agricultural showcase at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair. Visitors can explore more than 350
varieties of locally grown fruits, vegetables, nuts, herbs and grains, along with eight community
booths. Returning highlights include the Black Jar Honey Contest, Tamale Throwdown, San Joaquin
Valley Olive Oil Competition display with weekend tastings, Chef Ray’s live produce carvings and the
whimsical “Monstrosities” exhibit. NEW this year, the Fresno State Horticulture Club will sell student-
grown houseplants, succulents, herbs, flowers and more, with proceeds supporting supplies, facility
improvements and educational opportunities for students. The building also features competitive
entries from home gardeners and local 4-H and FFA students.



Fine Arts & Photography

The Fine Arts & Photography Building at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair showcases the exceptional creativity
and artistic talent of Fresno County, featuring paintings, sculptures, ceramics, jewelry, fiber arts,
digital graphics and photography across a wide range of categories. Highlights include the High
School Chalk Art Competition, where students create vibrant masterpieces on the Pavilion floor that
are later auctioned to benefit local school art programs; the Blossom Trail Art Contest, celebrating the
scenic beauty of the San Joaquin Valley; and the "Find Your Adventure" competition, inviting artists of
all skill levels to interpret the 2026 Fair theme in any medium. New this year, the Best of Fresno
competition invites fine artists to capture the spirit of Fresno through works inspired by its iconic
landmarks, neighborhoods, local businesses, parks, architecture and everyday life, offering a unique
artistic tribute to the community.

Home & Hobby Building

The Home & Hobby Building at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair celebrates the creativity and craftsmanship of
Fresno County, showcasing everything from award-winning baked goods, homemade wines and home
arts to sewing, student artwork and FFA Ag Mechanics projects. Highlights include popular
competitions such as Table Settings, Save Mart Sugar Baking, Made with Butter, Made with Nuts, and
the Legacy Pie Contest, along with new competitions for Sourdough, Ice Cream and Cinnamon Rolls,
while the popular Crocktober competition returns this year. The building also features two 9/11
Memorial competitions - Poetry and Art - honoring first responders and the unity that followed
September 11, 2001. With more than 600 student art entries, impressive FFA welding and Ag
Mechanics exhibits, and an extensive collection of home arts and culinary creations, the Home &
Hobby Building offers a showcase of the talent, tradition and creativity found throughout the Valley.

Livestock Pavilion

The Carolee Boele Livestock Pavilion at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair offers fairgoers an up-close look at
Fresno County's rich agricultural heritage and the next generation of livestock exhibitors. Visitors can
see beef cattle, goats, sheep, swine, rabbits and pigeons while watching dedicated 4-H, FFA and
Independent students showcase the results of months of hard work and dedication. Signature events
include Pee Wee Showmanship, the crowd-favorite Go-Go Goat Costume Contest, the Junior Livestock
Auctions, the Carolee Boele Memorial Sheep Lead Competition, and the prestigious Selection of
Champions. Guests can also visit the popular baby animal exhibit featuring chicks and lambs, making
the Livestock Pavilion a must-see destination for families and agriculture enthusiasts alike.

The Greenhouse

The Greenhouse and Gem & Mineral Building at the 2026 Big Fresno Fair showcases the Valley’s
natural beauty and talent. Visitors can explore stunning floral displays - including orchids, roses,
dahlias, bonsai and FFA gardens - alongside nearly 100 varieties of gems, minerals, and fossils, plus
competitive entries in lapidary, silversmithing, and beadwork. Don’t miss the open-air Lorikeet
Encounter, where colorful parrots fly overhead, and know that proceeds from gem and mineral sales
support local geology students.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Mommy Zone presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare
Found Children’s Center presented by Valley Children’s Healthcare

Exclusive Interviews: Need to be requested in advance so special arrangements can be made.



