
Agriculture & Livestock
Woodsmen’s Field Day 

Exhibitions & Museums 
Tractor & 4WD pulls 

Harness Racing 
Night Shows & Fireworks 

Grand Parade
Spectacular Food
Midway & Rides

Campsites

October 2-9, 2022
8 Full Days • Sunday to Sunday

www.fryeburgfair.org
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ELVIO’S PIZZERIA
& RESTAURANT

BEST PIZZA NORTH OF THE BRONX!

Oldest Independently Owned 
Pizzeria in North Conway!

Open Thurs-Sun 11am - 9pm
2888 White Mtn. Hwy. 

North Conway, NH (just north of town)  
www.elviospizzeria.com

WE 
DELIVER

356-3307 • 356-3208

2021 Best of NH Pizzeria 
White Mountains Region

Celebrating 
42 years 
in business! 

$1 OFF
Any Small Pizza

$2 OFF
Any Large Pizza

With this coupon. Limit one per customer.  
Valid at our North Conway location only.

Cannot be used with other coupons 
or special offers.

Get Ready 
for Your Next 
Celebration!
Check with your local 

are allowed in
your area.

Fair returns with new midway, old favorite events
Fryeburg Fair, Maine’s Blue Ribbon Classic, returns 

this weekend with eight days of agricultural exhibits, 
farm animals, rides, food and entertainment.

The 172nd annual eight-day fair runs from 
Sunday, Oct. 2 through Sunday, Oct. 9.

The big news for this year’s fair is that organizers 
have contracted with a new amusement provider — 
Dreamland Amusements, which will debut spectac-
ular new rides to Fryeburg fairgoers. 

David Andrews, general superintendent, says: 
“We’re always making improvements at the fair. 
We’re very excited about Dreamland Amusements. 
The midway is going to feel new and better this year. 

“We’ve added another 50 picnic tables and have 
focused on improving seating and rest areas in order 
for fairgoers to enjoy all we offer. We have more ATM 
machines, expanded food options, and have made the 
midway more spacious. It’s going to be a great year.”

Dreamland provides amusements for fairs and 
carnivals from Florida to New England. This is 
Dreamland’s fi rst time in the state of Maine. 

Dreamland ride tickets can be purchased online. 
They will accept credit cards on site this year and 
fair offi cials say they expect this to make a big dif-
ference in ticket lines. 

Fair organizers recommend ride lovers try the 
Dream Catcher, Super Himalaya, Starship 200 and 
the Wacky Worm Coaster. 

Go to dreamlandamusements.com for tickets and 
more information.

Other online options have been added to help fair-
goers and exhibitors. Buying fair tickets online at 
fryeburgfair.org can save time getting into the fair. 

Fair programs, maps and the complete 160-page 
Fryeburg Fair Book, with details on every exhibit, 
pulling competition, animal show and auction, can 
also be downloaded from the website. Printed copies 
are at the fair offi ce. 

Also online now are entry forms for most exhib-
itors and vendors, which organizers say makes 
everything much easier for those wanting to display 
and sell their products.

The 2022 Fryeburg Fair opens at 7 a.m. on Sunday, 
Oct. 2, and highlights include the fi remen’s muster, 
4-H horse show, sheepdog trials, the fi rst of four 
pig scrambles, ox and draft horse pulling, fl ower, 
poultry, dairy goat, fl eece, fi ber and sheep shows, 
wreathmaking, baking contests and the very popu-
lar tractor and big rig pull. 

Woodsmen’s Field Day is on Monday, Oct. 3, start-
ing at 9 a.m. and is the largest spectator woodsmen’s 
event in North America. Contestants come from all 
over the U.S. and Canada to compete in over 34 
woods skills events. 

Also on Monday, the fair’s very popular women’s see FAIR page 22

skillet throw starts at noon followed by the men’s 
anvil toss. Both events are open to members of the 
public who wish to throw heavy objects.

Animal exhibitions, shows and auctions are the 
heart of the Fryeburg Fair, with 3,000 head of cows, 
horses, oxen, poultry, rabbits and more. This year, 
the fair’s Baby Beef Show marks a milestone with 
its 85th consecutive year.

Randy Hall, the superintendent of the beef depart-
ment at the fair, says, “Fryeburg is the longest run-
ning baby beef show in New England and it is, by 
far, the premiere show of them all. Every kid dreams 
of winning Fryeburg. It was that way when I was in 
4-H as a youngster and it is now.” 

Hall, 60, knows what he’s talking about as he won 
in 1977, 1980 and 1981. His mother, Pauline Small, 
won three times in the 1950s. They are the only 
parent/child to have won it three times each. 

Fellow Mainers and three-time champions include 
Morris Keane in the ’40s, Julie Jack in the ’70s and 
Amy McGee in the late ’90s and 2000s. 

To give more background on this show, Hall adds: 
“Each year Fryeburg Fair donates eight steers for 
the calf scramble held on Friday morning at the 
Grandstand at 10 a.m. Ten 4-H kids participate in 
the scramble and eight of them win a steer. 

“The next year, those steers and the kids who 
have raised them from scramble calves return to the 
fair for showing and auctioning. The auction is held 
at the Livestock Show Arena on Fridays after the 
scramble. Anyone can bid on them.” 

The 2022 Fryeburg Fair annual fair poster with 
artwork by Johanna Hoffman of Saco honors fair’s 
Baby Beef program.

You can also see highlights of the livestock during 
the Grand Parade on Saturday, Oct. 8, beginning at 
10 a.m., with a narrated showcase of the fair’s best 
livestock, fl oats, bands, businesses and antique cars.

Not to be missed, is the antique wagon display
The fair wouldn’t be the fair without fair food, 

Norman and Grace Miller of Florida, pet one of the many goats at the Fryeburg Fair’s goat barn in 2021. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)

BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN
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Large crowds fl ow between buildings, rides and food stands on a busy Monday at the Fryeburg Fair 
in 2021. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)

Annual attendance can 
reach 300,000 at the fair

The Fryeburg Fair annually draws 
about 300,000 people during its eight-
day run. 

That number includes both paid 
and free admissions. Children under 
12 get in free every day, and senior cit-
izens over 65 are free on the Tuesday 
of the fair. 

Fair attendance in recent years hasn’t 
quite been up to the all-time record for 
paid attendance of 199,266, set in 2004.

Last year, no one was making any 
predictions for how may people would 
attend the fair as the number of COVID-
19 cases was rising in the early fall but 
ultimately, the fair reported a strong 
return after being held only virtually in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Looking back on the 2021 fair shortly 
after it ended last fall, Fryeburg Fair 
publicist Rachel Andrews Damon said, 
“We had plenty of everything, and 
people seemed to appreciate it more 
than ever (after having been a virtual 
fair the year before).”

The fair went virtual in 2020, with 
online videos, photos, music and contests 
covering a wide variety of fair subjects. 

It was the only fall that the fair hadn’t 
opened its gates since its founding in 1851.

As things returned mostly to normal 
in 2021, some COVID-19 precautions 
were put in place, mainly signs, beefed 
up hand-washing and sanitizing sta-
tions (for which the fair bought 300 
gallons of hand sanitizer), the request 
for people to wear masks in expo 
buildings, and more attention paid to 
keeping people fl owing through build-
ings in one direction.

Despite continuing pandemic con-
cerns, attendance at the fair was up 

over 2019, the last time the in-person 
fair had been held.

Total paid attendance for the 2021 
fair was 165,817, up over 4,000 from 
2019’s tally of 161,476.

No daily attendance records were 
set in 2021, but fi ve days of the eight-
day fair showed higher totals than 
2019. The biggest single day is always 
Saturday; fair attendance on that day 
was 34,450.

Daily paid attendance records over 
the years include: 

• Opening Sunday — 29,995 in 2001. 
• Monday — 26,017 in 2014. 
• Tuesday — 17,014 in 2006. 
• Wednesday — 20,125 in 2001. 
• Thursday — 20,438 in 2009. 
• Friday — 31,451 in 2012. 
• Saturday — 46,834 in 2000. 
• Closing Sunday — 28,011 in 2001.

Avoid the traffi c
With all that attendance, getting in 

and out of the fair can be a challenge, 
and Damon offered some insider tips on 
avoiding the worst of the traffi c. 

Tip No. 1: Arrive early and stay late 
if you can. There are plenty of seating 
and resting spots at the fair. Enjoy an 
easy day. 

Tip No. 2 Weekends and perfect fall 
weather days are busiest. Adjust your 
plans accordingly. 

Tip No. 3: Come into the Fair arriv-
ing from the North and leave the same 
way if possible. 

Those who want to just stay at the 
fair all week and avoid the traffi c alto-
gether, the fair has 3,200 campsites. 
To reserve a spot call (207) 935-2912 
or email camping@fryeburgfair.org. 
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FAMILY STYLE TIMESHARE 
CONDO RESORT

Nights Or Weekly Rentals! 
Or Save $$ And Become An Owner!!

Central To All North Conway 
Attractions!!

603-356-6335
info@cathedralledgeresort.com
www.cathedralledgeresort.com

and you can fi nd everything from 
from fried dough, candied apples and 
blooming onions at carnival vendors 
to blueberry or apple crisp at cooked 
up by local churches.  

Tops on many lists is Sunfl ower 
Farms Pizza, which returns this year 
in a fresh new location near the Dairy 
Bar after skipping last year’s fair due 
to staffi ng issues.

Posting on Facebook last year, Sun-
fl ower owner Vinnie Lanavaro said 
deciding not to come was a personal 
decision “specifi c to our business, to the 
workers, the congested gathering and 
seating of our customers.” 

After missing two years of the fair, 
Damon said Vinnie is happy to be back 
and this year, fairgoers can expect to 
fi nd plenty of great seating in the new 
location to enjoy Vinnie’s cheese, pep-
peroni or black olive and garlic pizza.

Another big draw is the entertain-
ment. Last year, the fair stayed local, 
with almost all performers coming 
from Maine. 

This year, bringing in Nashville 
Alexandra Kay on Friday and Nate 
Smith on Saturday night’s big musi-
cal event of the week, country music 
band The Eli Young Band from Texas 
on Tuesday, as well as New England 
performers Nouveau Redneck on 
Monday, Dirty Deeds — The AC/DC 
Experience on Thursday, and Rave 

LEFT: Workers from Dreamland Amusements, the new provider for rides in the midway, clean off one of the attractions as set-up continued for the Fryeburg 
Fair on Sept. 29. The fair kicks off on Oct. 2. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO) RIGHT: The offi cial poster for this year’ Fryeburg Fair celebrates the 85th anniversary 
of the 4-H Baby Beef Auction. (COURTESY IMAGE)

X, The Outer Limits Tour freestyle 
motorsports show on Wednesday.

The fair also has expo buildings 
with shopping, crafts, gifts, fl ower arts, 
fi ber arts, farm and history museums, 
and harness racing.

General admission continues to 
be $12 daily and includes the 8 p.m. 
night show. Tickets can be pre-pur-
chased online or in-person at the gate. 

Weekly passes (for all eight days) are 
$80 and must be purchased at the 
fair in person. Children under 12 are 
always free. Tuesday is senior citizen’s 
day (65 & over are admitted free). 
Gates open at 7 a.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 4 is senior citizen’s 
day — and we celebrate being that 
young by giving free admission to all 
those 65 and older.

Group tickets sales available from 
the fair offi ce. For more information 
on Fryeburg Fair, go to fryeburgfair.
org, email info@fryeburgfair.org or 
call (207) 935-3268.

Rachel Andrews Damon is a trustee 
of the West Oxford Agricultural Soci-
ety and head of publicity and advertis-
ing for the Fryeburg Fair.

FAIR from page 20
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Clean Water.
Treated Water Improves Quality of Life

•  Essential for better health, 99% free of lead 
and contaminants

•  Cleaner clothes, smoother skin, sparkling 
clean dishes, healthier hair

•  Reducing landfill with less plastic, less waste 
& pollution, less Greenhouse  
Gases

•  Saves money by reducing appliance and 
water heater replacements
INNOVATIVE QUALITY WATER SOLUTIONS

Clean Air.
Filtered Air Brings Peace of Mind

•  State of the Art Disinfecting Filtration Systems 
(DFS) currently used in hospitals, medical clean 
rooms, government buildings, and military 
applications

•  Captures 99.99% of airborne particles like dust, 
mold, allergens, bacteria and viruses

•  40x more efficient than standard HEPA 
•  90% cleaner home in less than 30 minutes for 

fresh, pure healthy air
WE BREATHE INNOVATION

CLEAN LIVING.
www.SummitViewWater.com

For a Complimentary Air Quality Reading and/or State Certified Laboratory Water Quality 

Analysis give us a call today or visit us at the fair on Commercial Row.

(877) 49-WATER [92837] 486 White Mountain Highway, Suite C, Conway, NH 

603-986-5936 Rhino Shelters are 
NOT FOR SALE HERE.

RENT a Rhino!
On location at 

Glen Warehouse.

Covered 8x12x20 & 
14x17x42 Rhino Shelters. 

Monthly and yearly 
rental rates.

Popular Woodsmen’s
Field Day on Monday

The annual Woodsmen’s 
Field Day will be held on 
Monday, Oct. 3.

Woodmen’s Field Day is a 
Fryeburg Fair tradition — 
always the fi rst Monday start-
ing at 9 a.m.

Throughout the day, men and 
women compete in more than 
34 woods skills events. 

Contestants come from all 
over the U.S. and Canada to 
compete in bucksaw, standing 
block, the ax throw, tree felling, 
crosscut and springboard, they 
have it all.

Fryeburg Fair Woodsmen’s 
Field Day is the largest specta-
tor woodsmen’s event in North 
America.

Events run all day with win-
ners announced and awards 
given out throughout the day 
and also at the closing of the 
day, typically around 5 p.m.

Several contests run con-
currently with the rest of the 
program, not necessarily in the same 
order. The registration fee is $35.

There is no registration the day of 
the event, except skidders and truckers, 
who may register until 8 a.m. on Oct. 3.

The fair’s very popular Women’s Skil-
let Throw also starts at noon on Monday, 
followed by the Men’s Anvil Toss. Annette 
Bennett Metcalf of Naples, Maine, is the 
superintendent of these events.

“The skillet toss brings women from 
all around the country. It’s a fi erce com-
petition. Our anvil throw is new but 
growing. Come give it a try,” she said.

For more information, contact the 
fair at (207) 935-3268.

Rachel Andrews Damon is a trustee 
of the West Oxford Agricultural Soci-
ety and head of publicity and advertis-
ing for the Fryeburg Fair.

BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

Hanna Severy of Wales, Maine, and Lexi Bernier of Brunswick, Maine, compete in the women’s cross-
cut saw event at the Woodsmen’s Field Day at the Fryeburg Fair in 2021. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)

Amanda Dalton of Rhode Island throws her pan high during 
the 30-45 age group at the Skillet Toss at the Fryeburg Fair 
in 2021. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)
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VISIT COMMUNITYMARKETANDDELI.COM
FOR DAILY (MON-FRI) & WEEKLY SPECIALS!

Beer, Wine, 
Soft Drinks, 
Dairy and 
Groceries

Hot & Cold Subs 
Piping Hot Green Mountain 

Coffee
  Fresh Made Breakfast Sandwiches
 Danish Cinnamon Rolls & Cookies

In-store Baked Muffins

1 mile south on Rt. 113  •  Madison  •  367-4784 
Mon-Sat 5am-8pm  •  Sun 6am-8pm.

Free 
Wifi!

Try Our Delicious Piping 

Hot Pizzas including 

THE MOUNTAIN 

MAN PIZZA 

6 Plus Pounds of Meat 

Topping Deliciousness.

MICROTECH
LEATHERMAN
BENCHMADE
SPYDERCO

SWISS ARMY
BUCK & MORE

Shipping 
Available

Best "Little" Shop in Town!

Fine Cutlery • Sport Knives
Quality Cookware • Chef's Attire  

Kitchen Accessories • Knife Sharpening

Norcross Place • North Conway Village
603-356-4155

sawyerriver.com

Celebrating
24 Years!

Store Hours:
Mon – Fri, 7am – 5 pm

Sat, 7 am – 3 pm

50 Rt. 25E, Ctr. Ossipee, NH

“Home of the 
Hardworking 
Low Prices”

LEFT: The Super Himalaya Ride is one of Dreamland Amusements’ premier rides. RIGHT: Dreamland will also be bringing a number of kiddie rides, including the Jumbo Dumbo ride, to the Fryeburg Fair. (COURTESY PHOTOS)

Dreamland Amusements to bring new rides to fair
Fryeburg Fair’s new midway amusements provider 

Dreamland Amusements of Long Island, N.Y., has 
been providing amusement rides from Florida to New 
England for years.

Fryeburg Fair announced in March it had signed 
with Dreamland Amusements to provide midway 
rides and for booking and organizing midway carni-
val concessionaires.

Dreamland Amusements replaces Smokey’s 
Greater Shows, which provided rides at the fair for 
many years.

Dreamland Amusements is owned by Bob and 
Kathy DeStefano, longtime professionals in the car-
nival and amusement business. They own over 50 
rides and serve large county fairs, state fairs, corpo-
rate and private events on the East Coast.

Dreamland Amusements recently added three 
new large-scale events to their 2022 schedule, 

including Fryeburg Fair.
“We are very honored that after a long interview 

process, Fryeburg Fair has chosen us to be their 
midway provider,” Bob DeStefano said.

Dreamland Amusements will bring about 32 rides 
to Fryeburg Fair 2022: the Super Himalaya, the 
Dreamcatcher, the Zipper and Starship, to name a 
few. There will be a Wacky Worm roller coaster that 

BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

see DREAMLAND page 25
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Dine In • Take Out • Delivery 
11 Portland St, Fryeburg, ME • (207) 935-4172

BACKROOM BAR IS OPEN!
Mon-Thurs at 3pm, Fri & Sat at Noon, Sun 11am-2pm

SUNDAY: 7AM-2PM BREAKFAST ITEMS ONLY! MON-TUES: 11AM-9PM
WED-SAT: BREAKFAST 7AM-11AM, LUNCH & DINNER 11AM-9PM

Saturday:
DINNER SPECIALS

LIVE MUSIC 8-11PM
Saturday: 
JRJ Trio

Call to order: 207-452-2157
www.khiellogging.com • Denmark, ME

SEASONED:
$350/cord

GREEN:
$275/cord

DELIVERED TO MAINE ONLY

DELIVERED TO MAINE ONLY

SQUEAKY SNEAKERS
(10 week parent-child class for children 18 months to 3 yrs)

THURSDAYS 10:00-11:00am
 North Conway Community Center - Cost: $50.00

SENIOR SNEAKERS
Chair Exercise Class

THURSDAYS 8:30-9:30am
North Conway Community Center

CARROLL COUNTY YMCA 
FALL PROGRAMS

Classes will begin the week of October 3rd

To register or for more info: 
CALL 603.539.4710 or EMAIL Katie@camphuckins.org

FRYEBURG, Maine — Like the musical “Briga-
doon” about the fabled Scottish village that appears 
for only one day every 100 years, the Fryeburg Fair 
— “Maine’s Blue Ribbon Classic” — returns every 
fall, rising out of the morning fog to present us fair-

goers with eight days of 
amazing fun. This year 
it’s taking place Oct. 
2-9.

I stopped by the fair-
grounds Thursday to 
get my press pass from 
Sharon Keefe, and while 
there walked around to 
take in the busy goings 

on, as baseball-capped, plaid fl annel-shirted crew 
members worked to set up the rides and game 
booths while local and regional vendors drove food 
trailers into place on the midway.

Everywhere you looked, something was going on. 
I walked past the yet-to-open food stands, with my 
imagination dialing up the savory scents from past 
fairs as I came upon the Conway Congregational’s 
(the Brown Church) Famous Apple Crisp booth, next 
to the orange Blooming Onions cart. Later, I passed 
the blueberry and apple crisp stands, and too many 
french fry places to count.

At the Fryeburg Recreation Department canopy 
near the front entrance, I saw a nice restored white 
Jeep on display. Fryeburg Rec Director Rick Buzzell 
told me they are offering a raffl e choice between that 
1990 Jeep, a four-wheeler and a golf cart, so make sure 
to buy some raffl e tickets when you go to the fair.

As I walked along, it really drove home all of the 
organizational work that it takes for members of the 
West Oxford Agricultural Society to prepare for the 

fair, just as it has since 1852.
Also coming to mind were the names of people I’ve 

gotten to interview over the years who enriched my 
appreciation for the fair’s history — people like the 
colorful C. Earl “Bub” Osgood, late superintendent 
of the midway, who told me in 1985 that Fryeburg 
Fair’s motto has always been “something for young 
and old, male and female alike.” Though he joked 
that after trustees voted to do away with the hootch-
ie-kootchie tent that year, that slogan was going to 
be changed to “something for old and female alike.”

There was late fair president Phil Andrews, who 
pulled up as I was taking photos of the entrance. He 
rolled down the window of his Cadillac and asked if 
I was busy. Replying that for once I actually did have 
some free time, he said, “Hop in.” That I did, and it 
was like LBJ asking you to go on a tour of the ranch, 
as Phil drove me around the fairgrounds, telling me 
great stories about its history.

Ed and Diane Jones, both of whom recently passed, 
were a Fryeburg couple, who, like many, gave their 
all to the fair, bringing the Farm Museum to life, 
with Ed building the replica of the horse-drawn rail-
road trolley wagon. Diane was a historian.

And then there was Phil’s son Roy, who succeeded 
his dad as president. Roy retired last year, and 
David Hastings III was named president by trustees 
in December. I always loved interviewing Roy, who 
was fond of saying “Anything up to 30 percent is just 
exaggerating; anything after that is lying.”

See you there. And save me a seat at the grand-
stand as I try my luck at the track, which I tried 
(very unsuccessfully, I might add) last year for the 
fi rst time after all of these years.

LONG LIVE HOOT: For the fi rst time in two years 
(due to the pandemic), I ventured north to check out 
Hoot Night at the Wildcat Inn & Tavern in Jackson.

Driving through the once-again hit Jackson Cov-
ered Bridge (can you believe, what, for the fi fth 
time?), I had no idea of what to expect in terms of 
the turnout for Hoot, which is now offered during 
very civilized earlier hours compared to when it was 
held pre-pandemic.

Walking into the friendly confi nes of the tavern, 
home of so many good memories of music and friends 
dating back to when late friend Rod MacKenzie used 

BY TOM EASTMAN
THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

Readying for fabulous Fryeburg Fair food and fun

Kevin Smith and Chris Lewis check lightbulbs on the Stan’s French Fries stand as setup continued Thursday at the Fryeburg Fair. Owner 
Stan McGray, based out of Skowhegan, said the stand has been in the same spot at the fair for 35 years. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)

see VOICE page 12a
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IN REVIEW

Week
Sept. 24-30, 2022

DIGEST OF STORIES IN THE SUN THIS WEEK

Saturday, Sept. 24
• The Mount Washington Observatory is celebrat-

ing 90 years of studying the weather on the summit 
of the Northeast’s highest peak with a Founders’ Day 
open house at the summit station on Oct. 15 and a talk 
Oct. 11 by Dr. Peter Cane, curator of the Obs’ Gladys 
Brooks Memorial Library. The Obs also welcomed Dr. 
Drew Fulton Bush as its new executive director.

• Gene Chandler (R-Bartlett) announced he will 
seek one of two open seats to represent Carroll County 
District 2 (Albany Bartlett, Chatham, Hale’s Location, 
Hart’s Location, Jackson and Sandwich) after a pri-
mary write-in campaign garnered 52 signatures for 
him in Bartlett. Chandler and Daniel Bacon (R-Cha-
tham) will face Democrats Anita Burroughs of Bartlett 
and Chris McAleer of Jackson in the general election.

• The Friends of the Big Nansen Ski Jump in Milan 
hosted a tour for former ski jumpers to view the work 
done on the big jump as well as the new 39K and 10K 
jumps. Among the former jumpers was Vinko Bogataj, 
better known as the “Agony of Defeat” jumper whose 
jumping crash for years was part of the opening foot-
age to ABC’s “Wide World of Sports.”

• Local farmers’ markets and farm stands, includ-
ing Sherman’s, Weston’s and Grand View farms in the 
Mount Washington Valley, provide produce and oppor-
tunities to support local agriculture.

Tuesday, Sept. 27
• Fryeburg Academy Head of School Erin Mayo 

said that a letter to the Sun by former Maine resident 
Nathan Kempthorne arguing that taxpayers deserve 
more transparency from private schools that take 
public students had “fundamental errors.” Mayo said 
the private school’s fi nancial information is available 
on IRS documents and that people in MSAD get to 
vote on tuition contracts with the school. 

• State and local police asked the public for help in 
identifying the driver of a white Subaru sedan that 
they said sideswiped the Honeymoon Covered Bridge 
on Sunday night, then took off.

• A Carroll County Superior Court grand jury indicted 
Christopher Churchill, 51, of West Buxton, Maine, who 
police say struck two pedestrians in a crosswalk on Main 
Street in North Conway in June, on a Class B felony 
charge of driving after revocation or suspension.

Wednesday, Sept. 28
• Mike DiGregorio, a Conway Village Fire Com-

Workers with Dreamland Amusements, the new provider of rides on the midway, clean off a canvas for one of the children’s rides as set 
up continued for the Fryeburg Fair on Thursday. The fair opens Sunday and runs through Oct. 9. (RACHEL SHARPLES PHOTO)

mission member and a Republican candidate for state 
House District 1, was chosen by the Conway selectmen 
to fi ll a vacant seat on the Conway School Board next 
April. The Conway School Board created a new policy 
to make sure the it never has to go to the selectmen to 
appoint someone to fi ll a seat again.

• Tin Mountain Conservation Center opened a new 
1.3-mile Accessible Nature Trail at the center in Albany.

• The Conway Planning Board OK’d a plan by 
Cranmore Mountain Resort to erect a temporary tent 
for use this winter while work continues on the new 
Fairbank Lodge.

• State Rep. Steve Woodcock (D-Conway) reported 
on House votes relating to Gov. Chris Sununu’s vetoes 
of various bills, including safety zones around landfi lls, 
buffer zones around health centers/abortion centers, 
ivermectin, masks in schools, Congressional redistrict-
ing and immigration tests for New Hampshire stu-
dents. None of the vetoes were overridden.

• Conway Daily Sun Publisher Mark Guerringue 
announced that The Berlin Sun, which he also publishes, 
will be published once a week on Thursdays from now on.

• Offi cials gathered for a groundbreaking ceremony 
last Friday to mark Portland-based Avesta Housing’s 
start of construction of its River Turn Woods rental 
housing project in Conway. 

• The Conway Planning Board gave conditional 
site-plan approval to developer Robert Barsamian to 
turn Building G at Settlers Green in North Conway 
into a restaurant/lounge at 359 Common Court.

Quote of the Week
“I’m going to tell you, just the whole road is a hazard. Come out and spend the day on a 
weekend. Watch motorcycles go by at 100 miles an hour. I’m not exaggerating.” — Albany 
resident Howard Hatch, who wants to see the speed limit lowered on a stretch of Route 16.

Thursday, Sept. 29
• SAU 9 Superintendent Kevin Richard told 

Conway School Board members a $3.9 million sur-
plus from the 2021-22 school year can be returned 
to offset taxes.

• Ossipee Selectman Jonathan Smith said that 
when the Whittier Covered Bridge reopens after $2 
million worth of repairs, it will be for pedestrian/bike 
traffi c only. Resident Dallas Emery said the bridge 
should be open to cars, but Smith said the purpose of 
its restoration was to preserve a historic landmark.

• Conway selectmen at their next meeting Oct. 
11 plan to visit Norcross Circle in North Conway to 
see whether six parking spaces behind the Schouler 
Park backstop really need to be eliminated to make 
it easier for fi retrucks to leave the new fi re station. 

• The state Supreme Court case between the town 
of Conway and local short-term rental owner Scott 
Kudrick is heading to oral arguments in November. 

• Fryeburg, Maine, selectmen said the town’s plan-
ning board will look at short-term rental regulations.

Friday, Sept. 30
• Fryeburg Academy’s football team will play its fi rst 

game on the school’s new Clarence E. Mulford Field, a 
synthetic turf fi eld with lighting for night games.

• Local residents at a public hearing at Albany 
Town Hall on Route 16, told the state Department 
of Transportation that it needs to reduce the speed 
limit on Route 16 in Albany.

• An old White Mountain Airport hangar — cur-
rently a building in the Settlers Green outlet village 
— has been deemed by an engineer to be structur-
ally unsound and is to be demolished.

• Conway selectmen were cool to the idea of 
moving voting to the new North Conway Fire Sta-
tion after North Conway Water Precinct Commis-
sioner Suzanne Nelson offered the facility as a 
voting location.
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to host it, I was amazed to see so many 
musician friends and music fans.

I found a seat right up front as gui-
tarist/vocalist Al “the Rev” Shafner took 
to the stage, backed by host Jonathan 
Sarty on bass, Jeremy Dean on lead, 
Don O’Leary on drums, Hank Wal-
ther (an original member of Roomful 
of Blues, now living in Silver Lake) on 
keyboards and Dave Trooper on sax.

They grooved their way through a 
splendid rendition of Van Morrison’s 
“Moondance” and other tunes. I also 
enjoyed friend Thom Perkins’ earlier 
acoustic set. 

Hoot Night is held every Tuesday 
from 6-8:30 p.m. Go to wildcattavern.
com for the scoop on entertainment at 
the tavern in the heart of the village.

IN ADDITION, Chimera plays 
today at Tuckerman Brewing Co.’s 
Beer Garden Stage and Pig’s Eye 
plays there Sunday, both 3-6 p.m.

Ledge Brewing in Intervale is host-
ing a Ledgetoberfest today with an 
oompah band, games, special beers 
and music by Diana’s Bath Salts.

BLUES EXTRAORDINAIRE: Ver-
mont guitarist/harmonica player 
John Lackard and bandmates pre-
sented a great show at the Red Parka 

Pub’s Blue Sunday on Sept. 25. At one 
point, John — always a great show-
man — ventured into the crowd , sing-
ing and playing his blues harp, lying 
down on the bar at one point while 

still playing. The next Blue Sunday on 
Oct. 16 will feature Dirty Blonde and 
Cheryl Arruda.

Local band Torque is at the RPP 
tonight, and the Parka kicks off its 

50th anniversary celebration with 
Dennis & Davey on Oct. 13. Go to red-
parkapub.com for more.

IN HAPPY BIRTHDAYS, we extend 
best wishes to all Libras, includ-
ing: Nina Perry, Stacy Sand and Rob 
Owen (10-1); Holly Reville and Bobby 
Blake (10-2); Caren Hutchinson, Doug 
Albert and my bro-in-law Chas Riopel 
(10-3); Sandi Poor, Joanne Gandolfo, 
Carrie Burkett and Kevin Flanagan 
(10-4); musician Andrew Gravel, Lori 
Cashman Irwin and Corey Madden 
(10-5), back-in-the-valley entertainer/
Wicked Yankee Productions videogra-
pher Bucky Lewis (10-6); and Rhonda 
Rosand and Bill Kane (10-7).

I also extend a belated happy 50th 
wedding anniversary to Jim and Karen 
Umberger, who celebrated with friends 
at Stonehurst Manor on Sept. 25.

DON’T MISS BIG Dave’s Bagels & 
Deli with Guy Fieri on “Diners, Drive-
ins and Dives” on the Food Network 
on Oct. 7 at 9 p.m. Moat Mountain 
Smokehouse & Brewing was featured 
Sept. 30. And we’re still waiting for 
when Barley + Salt’s segment will 
be aired — stay tuned, says propri-
etor Ben Williams. Pretty cool for the 
valley to get this recognition for our 
culinary establishments, isn’t it?

tom@conwaydailysun.com

VOICE from page 6a

Bluesman John Lackard hopped on the bar to play blues harp at the Red Parka Pub in beautiful 
downtown Glen to the delight of Dennise Hayes of North Conway last Sunday. (TOM EASTMAN PHOTO)

CONCORD — For nine days, a 
group of moose permit holders and 
their hunting partners will get to 
take part in New Hampshire’s annual 
moose hunt, set for Oct. 15-23.

Two Carroll County residents — 
James Lewkowicz of Jackson and 
Dana Taylor of Moultonborough — 
were among 40 permit holders who 
se  names were pulled from a pool 
of more than 6,033 applicants in the 
state’s 35th annual moose hunt lot-
tery drawing in June.

One charitable permit each was 
issued to the N.H. Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation and N.H. Wildlife Federa-
tion Dream Hunt program.

Seventy alternates were also 

selectedt, including Sandra Vizard of 
Albany, who is alternate No. 24, and 
John Clattenburg of Moultonborough, 
who is alternate No. 17.

Seven of the 40 lottery winners are 
non-residents, with two each from 
Massachusetts and Pennsylvania and 
one each from Florida, Georgia and 
New York. 

Last year, according to Fish and 
Game, hunters harvested 30 moose, a 
success rate of 73 percent.

In 2020 and 2021 the lottery was not 
held due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The moose hunt has been an annual 
event in the Granite State for more 
than 20 years. The state’s fi rst mod-
ern-day moose hunt took place in 

1988, with 75 permits issued in the 
North Country for what was then just 
a three-day hunt. At that time, New 
Hampshire was home to about 1,600 
moose. In 1992, the number of permits 
rose to 190 and the following year to 
317 permits. By 1994, the number had 
increased to 405 and topped out at a 
record 495 in 1995.

The herd stood at 5,000 in 1994. In 
2017, according to the National Wild-
life Foundation, “The New Hampshire 
moose population has plummeted 
by more than 40 percent in the last 
decade from over 7,500 moose to just 
4,000 today.”

According to foundation biologists, 
some of the decline is due to “increas-

ing parasite loads infl uenced by shorter 
winters caused by climate change.”

The state’s current moose popula-
tion, say Fish and Game biologists, is 
estimated at about 3,000 animals.

The state’s moose population is 
being observed by drones and 140 
cameras in the woods over the next 
few years to help determine their pop-
ulation numbers and better under-
stand their health, which is being 
stressed by climate.

The study approved in late May will 
work to corroborate observation num-
bers voluntarily collected each fall by 
deer hunters to get a more verifi ed pic-
ture of the situation using unmanned, 
infrared technology.

New Hampshire Moose Hunt dates set for Oct. 15-23
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Your overhead door professionals for ME & NH

(207) 935-4666 www.wmodoors.com
183 Bridgton Rd, Fryeburg, ME 04037

Is your garage 
ready for Winter?

We have been serving Maine and New Hampshire 
residential and commercial customers since 1998.  

We offer quality products and garage door services 
at fair prices. Call us first for all of your garage door 

repairs, installs, purchases and needs!

We are your local dealer for 
C.H.I. Overhead Doors and 
LiftMaster doors right here  

in the heart of Fryeburg Maine. 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

Fryeburg Fair 2022 Come Find Us!
Located at Booth 18-19

71 NE Pond Rd., Milton, NH
2 miles off exit 18 from the Spaulding Turnpike

 603.652.9400
www.McKenziesFarm.com

Free weekend trailer rides!

Honeycrisp, McIntosh, Cortland, Gala, 
Empire, Golden Delicious & Macoun

• Our Fresh Cider!
• Pumpkins & Cornstalks

• Ready Picked Apples & Vegetables
• Local Meat & Fish

• Our Yummy Cider Donuts, Pies, & Breads

1 NE P d Rd Mil NH

e weekennddd ttrrailer ri

U-Pick Apples

Open Daily 

9-6

No Reservations Needed Homes, Land, 
& Vacation Rentals
224 Main St., Lovell, ME

207-925-1500 
KezarRealty.com

DAY’S ISLAND, KEZAR LAKE! 
Plenty of  privacy and beauty on this special six-acre island 
located in the Lower Bay of  Kezar Lake. A well-maintained 
red cedar-sided cabin built in the 1940's sits in the middle 
of  an old growth forest and provides spectacular views 
of  the mountains and lake. Great access to the wildlife 
paradise that is the Lower Bay. $650,000

Visit KezarRealty.com to view this home 
and many other exceptional properties.

is 93 feet long in Kiddie Land, as well 
as a Dumbo ride with 10 super-large 
elephants.

“These are family rides basically for 
two adults and two kids, kids being 9 
years old and under,” Bob said.

“We also provide light towers, baby 
changing stations, more seating. We 
think people will really enjoy every-
thing we bring,” he added.

Dreamland Amusements is an 
online ticket provider, allowing con-
sumers to purchase wristbands and 
packages much more easily.

David Andrews, Fryeburg Fair’s 
general superintendent, said: “We’re 
excited about this change. It will mean 
bigger and better offerings for our fair-
goers. Dreamland has rides that hav-
en’t been seen in Maine before. They 
will encompass the same footprint and 
space as Smokey’s did at Fryeburg Fair. 
I think it’s a great move.”

Fryeburg Fair will be Dreamland 
Amusements’ fi rst time serving a fair 
in the state of Maine. While they own 
all their rides, they do not own food 
and concessions, but they book them 
all as part of their shows.

Current concessionaires at Frye-
burg Fair will be booking through 
Dreamland Amusements going for-
ward and can reach the Dreamland 
offi ce through their website dream-
landamusements.com.

Bob DeStefano says his phone is 
always on. “We want all the regu-
lar Fryeburg Fair concessionaires as 
always.”

The DeStefanos go back several 
decades in carnival history. Bob started 
at 16 years old and Kathy at 14.

Her grandfather Bill Mince did all 
the lighting contracts for Coney Island. 
He then bought the company Feltman’s, 
which was a factory that built pneu-
matic BB machine gun games. Kathy’s 

father, Charlie Wagner, was working for 
him, then formed his own carnival on 
Long Island. When Wagner’s Carnival 
appeared in Levittown, Bob said he ran 
over looking for a job. He met Kathy, 
and they started going together. Seven 
years later they married.

Right before their wedding, Kathy’s 
parents decided to sell. Bob says they 
took all their wedding gift envelopes 
and went to Dallas and bought a 
Kiddie Land rollercoaster. They began 

Silver Dollar Shows in a partnership 
with others and ran it from 1984-2002.

When the partnership ended, 
Dreamland Amusements was formed. 
“Between Kathy and I — well, we’ve 
skyrocketed,” Bob said. 

“We have over 50 rides now. Our 
show is excellent, and we keep it that 
way by staying on top of everything 
especially safety, esthetics and quality 
control. Our customers come for the 
rides and that is our total business 
focus,” Bob said.

“We have great employees (over 
120). We believe in family, and truly 
family is fi rst. Without that approach 
we can’t do this. Some of our employ-
ees, while not blood family, are just 
like family,” he said.

The DeStefanos have three daugh-
ters and fi ve grandchildren, all under 
the age of 4. Two of their daughters 
work with Dreamland Amusements.

Refl ecting back on the DeStefanos’ 
long history in carnivals and amuse-
ments, Bob says, “It’s been a great ride.”

David Hastings III, president of 
Fryeburg Fair, says, “Dreamland is 
going to bring a fresh look to Fryeburg. 
We encourage our long-term vendors 
to apply with Dreamland. We’re very 
enthusiastic about them and think 
we’ll have a great show.”

For more information on Dreamland 
Amusements, go to dreamlandamuse-
ments.com. For more information on 
Fryeburg Fair, go to fryeburgfair.org.

The DeStefano family, owners of Dreamland Amusements of Long Island. N.Y. Seated, from left: Jaclyn. 
Bob, Layla the dog, Kathy, Kailtin holding Giovanni. Standing, from left: Gerry holding Reagan, Ryan 
holding Jaxon, Christina and Cole. (COURTESY PHOTO)

DREAMLAND from page 24
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FULL SERVICE CANNABIS 
PROCESSING FACILITY

Farm to Table 
CBD Wellness Products
Hemp and Cannabis 
Extraction Services

Custom Product Formulations 
Medical Cannabis

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR 
MEDICAL CANNABIS

Locally Owned & Operated

THC and CBD 
Products

We now have 
a selection of 

Hemp Derived 
THC products 
available without 
a Medical Card!

285 Main St., Fryeburg, ME • (207) 256-3082 • cannabasedwellness.com

107 East Conway Road
Center Conway

603.730.5454
Info@OptimumFSE.com
www.OptimumFSE.com

Night shows feature rock, country, fl ying motorbikes
This year’s night shows feature roll 

and roll and country music, as well 
a return of the Rave X Outer Limits 
freestyle motorsport show.

The Maine-based Nouveau Redneck 
band, described on its Facebook pages as 
“a badass country/rock cover band that 
will take you where you want to go,” kick’s 
off the week’s night show entertainment 
with the Monday night  show.

All night shows start at 8 p.m. at 
the Grandstand. Admission to the fair 
covers the night show with no extra 
charge. 

Nouveau Redneck covers songs from 
Waylon Jennings, Creedence Clear-
water Revival, the Rolling Stones, 
Dwight Yoakam, Johnny Cash, Queen 
and others. Their focus is on the best 
classic rock and county music they can 
fi nd. They say they like to stray some 
from the typical bar band set lists 
to provide listeners with some vari-
ety. Band members include Jeffrey 
Williams, guitar/lead vocals; Tyler 
Johnson, lead guitar/vocals; Joshua 
Christensen, bass guitar/vocals; and 
Mike Bean, drums. 

The Fryeburg Fair may be your last 
chance to see this band, which formed 
in 2011, as the members recently 
posted on its Facebook page that they 
are disbanding after fi lling out their 
current run of shows. Find out more at 
nouveauredneck.com or on Facebook 
at facebook.com/NouveauRedneck.

Tuesday’s performance is by the Eli 

Young Band. Members Mike Eli (lead 
vocals, guitar), James Young (guitar), 
Jon Jones (bass guitar), and Chris 
Thompson (drums) have been perform-
ing together since they met as students 
at the University of North Texas in the 
early 2000s, debuting with an album on 
Carnival Records in 2005.

The band fi rst hit the Billboard Coun-
try Music Charts in 2008 “Always the 
Love Songs” and country music fans 
might recognize their No. 1 hits “Crazy 
Girl,” “Even If It Breaks Your Heart,” 
“Drunk Last Night” and “Love Ain’t.” 

The Eli Young Band, which has pro-
duced six studio albums as well as 
singles, a live album and greatest hits 
album, is also known for its enthusias-
tic live show that brought them loyal 
audiences in the Southwest. Find out 
more at eliyoungband.com.

On Wednesday, the fair’s night show 
is Dirty Deeds — The AC/DC Experi-
ence out of Boston. The band has been 
touring for 20 years, bringing a high 
energy tribute to one of the world’s 
best rock bands, AC/DC, to venues 
around New England. Not only do 

they capture the unique tones of the 
supergroup but they also mimic the 
antics and appearance of AC/DC. Find 
out more at theacdcexperience.net.

Thursday’s show is not a musical per-
formance but rather a return of RaveX, 
a the spectacular motorsports show 
that appeared at the fair last year. This 
freestyle motorsports show promises 
spectacular stunts and big air.

The Outer Limits Tour, based in 
South Portland, Maine, includes 

LEFT: Maine’s own Nouveau Redneck band kicks off the Fryeburg Fair’s night shows on Monday night. RIGHT: Dirty Deeds — the AC/DC Experience brings 
the sounds and appearance of an AC/DC concert to the main stage at the fair Grandstand on Wednesday. (COURTESY PHOTOS)

see MUSIC page 27
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Family Camping on the Swift River
306 Depot Rd., Tamworth, NH 03886

603-323-8031
www.tamworthcamping.com

603-307-1023
1305 White Mountain Hwy North Conway 

(next to Minuteman Press)

• Fades  • Taper  
• Beard Trims
• Shaves
• Men’s Regular

new
Get a...

for the Fa’yah!

look

SUNSET 
MATTRESS FACTORY
Custom Made Mattresses & Box Springs Since 1953

Specializing in Standard, Antique & Custom RV Sizes

85 County Farm Rd., Ossipee, NH • 603-539-6256
www.sunsetmattressfactory.com

"Better Nights -
Make Better Days"

Ye Olde Sale Shoppe
The shop houses an eclectic 

collection of antiques, 
collectibles, gifts, whimsies and 

vintage Christmas arranged 
tastefully in two stories...

603-539-7910 • yeoldesaleshoppe.com
1543 Province Lake Rd, Rt. 153 • Effingham, NH

It’s Been Said, “If We Don’t Have It, You Don’t Need It.”
Open Daily 10-5 (Closed Tuesday)

LEFT: The Eli Young Band will performa at the Fryeburg Fair on Tuesday night. ABOVE RIGHT: RAVE X performs on Thursday. BELOW RIGHT: 
Alexandra Kay performs on Friday. (COURTESY PHOTOS)

all-terrain vehicles, snowmobiles and dirt bikes.
Find out more at ravexmotorsports.com.
Friday’s performance features country music per-

former Alexandra Kay and ends with a fi reworks display.
Kay is an independent country music artist, with 

a background in R&B and hip-hop. Her voice and 
style have been compared to country music legends 
Dolly Parton, Lee Ann Womack and Alison Krauss. 
Her website notes Kay’s music has been viewed 
hundreds of millions of times across Facebook, Ins-
tagram, TikTok and YouTube, and says she is “bring-
ing country music back to it’s roots.”

She topped the country streaming charts with the 
single “I Kinda Don’t.” That song, along with “All the 
Cowboys” and “Dive Bar Dreamer,” appeared on her 
2021 debut EP. For more information, go to alexan-
drakayoffi cial.com.

Saturday’s night show features Nashville 
up-and-coming super talent Nate Smith, known for 
such hits as “One of These Days,” “Wildfi re,” “Under 
My Skin” and his latest release, “Whisky On You.”

Featuring a mix of gritty backwoods soul, rock ‘n’ 
roll swagger and velvet-thunder vocals, Smith signed 
a record contract with Sony Music Nashville in 2020. 

The California native gained national recognition 
in 2018 when his song  about the devastating Camp 
Fire that tore through his hometown of Paradise, 
Calif., “One of These Days,” went viral online.

He cites Garth Brooks, Elvis Presley and Bob 
Seger among his musical infl uences. Among his 
songs, “Wildfi re” and “Under My Skin” have been 
described as  mixing timeless country soul with 
a touch of ’70s-rock toughness, a sweet-and-sour 
sound with deeper implications. Earlier this year, he 
debuted at the Grand Ole Opry.

For more information, go to natesmithoffi cial.com.

MUSIC from page 26
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Firemen’s Muster on Sunday
The annual Firemen’s Muster is always on the 

fi rst Sunday of the fair’s eight-day schedule, with 
contests starting at 9 a.m.

The Fryeburg Fair has hosted the muster since 1977, 
when local fi remen and forest rangers approached Frye-
burg Fair with the idea after attending similar events in 
nearby North Conway and Bridgton, Maine.

Everyone agreed that a muster to highlight the skills, 
commitment and camaraderie of fi refi ghters would 
happen on the fi rst Sunday of Fryeburg Fair.

The newly formed Firemen’s Muster organization 
invited town fi re departments within the Fryeburg Fair 
Society (Fryeburg, Lovell, Stow, Waterford, Stoneham, 
Hiram, Sweden, Porter, Bridgton, Otisfi eld, Cornish, 
Baldwin, Standish, Harrison, Denmark, and Brownfi eld 
in Maine; Freedom, Eaton, Bartlett, Chatham, Conway 
and Jackson, in New Hampshire) to participate in com-
petitive events like the Ladder Climb, Bucket Brigade, 
Water Barrel, Dry Hose, Rescue and Water Ball.

Each town would bring their pumper truck fi lled 
with water and they would run through timed exer-
cises. The events were competitive in every sense 
of the word, overseen by knowledgeable and expe-

rienced judges and timers. Announcer Bob Walker, 
who was also the announcer for Oxford Plains 
Speedway and a fi refi ghter, emceed the 1977 event.

The backbone of the Fryeburg Fair Firemen’s 
Muster during its 40-plus-year history has been the 
Watson family of Fryeburg.

The patriarch of the family was Corliss Watson, 
who passed away on Oct. 8, 2017, on the last day of 
that year’s fair and just after the celebration of the 
Fireman’s Muster’s 40th anniversary.

Corliss grew up in Fryeburg, graduated from 
Fryeburg Academy in 1948 and joined the Army, 
serving in Korea. He was an occasional chauffer for 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur, driving him to West Point.

After the military, he returned to Fryeburg, owned 
and operated his business, Watson’s Sunoco, as 
well as an apartment building and a trash-hauling 
business. He and wife, Shirley, were married for 
64 years. They had three children, Sheila Watson 
Smith, Clyde Watson and Teresa Watson Prouty.

Clyde joined the Fryeburg Fire Department in 1970 
and worked side-by-side with his father organizing and 
running the Firemen’s Muster right from the start.

BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

KezarRealty.com

Homes, Land & 
Vacation Rentals

224 Main Street, Lovell • 207-925-1500
Visit: KezarRealty.com

& KezarLife.com

We have everything to 
decorate for fall. 

Located at 2599 East Main St., Center Conway
447-5442 • Email: mcnsy@roadrunner.com

www.mcsherrysnurseries.com

Dog not included.

Dine in or call for take out   207-935-4444

AVOID THE TRAFFIC IN NORTH 
CONWAY AND FRYEBURG! 

Ta
iendly service.

109 Main St.,
HOURS:

Wed & Thurs 4-8, Fri 4-9
Sat. noon-9, Sun. noon-8

(Stay tuned for the debut 
of our fall/winter menu)

Members of the Denmark Fire Department are seen competing in the “Water Ball” event at last year’s Firemen’s Muster at the Fryeburg 
Fair. (RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON PHOTO)

see MUSTER page 29
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Your Local Pool, Spa & Sauna Dealer
We Service ALL Makes & Models

Covers, Filters, Parts, Accessories & More!
Year Round Pool & Hot Tub Maintenance

Keeping Your Water Clean Since 2006
2101 White Mountain Highway, North Conway, NH 03860

www.atlanticpoolandspa.com • (603) 356-0039

We make water care easy!

SPA 
SALE

Now through 
Oct. 16th!

Spas starting at $49/month!

Bird fl u keeps poultry away 
from this year’s fair exhibits

Visitors to this year’s Fryeburg Fair will 
notice an absence of poultry exhibits, demon-
strations and shows this year as the state of 
Maine has advised cancellation of any events 
that would bring together domestic fowl or 
poultry due to concerns about bird fl u.

The fair put out a news release shortly 
before the opening of the Fryeburg Fair, 
saying that “Due to current conditions 
involving highly pathogenic avian infl uenza, 
also known as the bird fl u virus, the poultry 
barn and the duck herding demonstrations 
scheduled at this year’s Fryeburg Fair will 
not take place and Old McDonald’s Farm will 
not have poultry this year.” 

Highly pathogenic avian infl uenza, or HPAI, 
affects poultry and birds of all kinds. It is not a 
danger to humans and should not raise alarm 
about poultry-to-human transmission.

Maine Animal Health, a division of the 
Maine State Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry, is continuing to 
advise cancellation or postponement of com-
petitions, exhibitions, shows, swaps or other 
in-person events encouraging the gathering 
or commingling of domestic fowl or poultry.

According to the website maine.gov/dacf/
hpai, the HPAI risk remained high over the 
summer, although the risk usually drops in 

summer months.
The state issued a news release in July 

saying “The trends observed with past North 
American HPAI outbreaks are that we often 
see a reprieve in the summer months. 

Unfortunately, this is not the pattern 
observed in the current outbreak. 

“Animal health offi cials in Maine now rec-
ommend that all competitions, exhibitions, 
shows, swaps, or other in-person events 
encouraging the gathering or comingling of 
domestic fowl or poultry be postponed until 
at least 30 days after the last detection of an 
infected fl ock in our state.” 

That recommendation has not been 
changed.

According to the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, all bird owners, whether commercial 
producers or backyard enthusiasts, should 
practice protective security measures to help 
prevent disease and should prevent contact 
between their birds and wild birds. 

To report a strange-acting or dead wild 
bird, call the Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife at (207) 287-8000 or 
the USDA at (866) 536-7593.

 To learn more about the bird fl u virus in 
Maine, go to maine.gov/dacf/hpai.

Herb Gingras, 59, Dover:  “My favorite memory is breaking the log rolling record 
and winning the modify class.”  Wife, Brenda Gingras, 63, Dover:  “My favorite 
memory was winning the ax throw one year and last year placing fi rst in the 
women’s crosscut competition.  Every year we love seeing all the scorekeepers, 
timers and judges. While we’re at it, we’d love to give a shout-out to Sheri-
dan Doyle for all the years he has helped out at Woodsmen’s Field Day cutting 
chopping blocks and helping prep for the show. We enjoy Elaine Emery’s hard 
work and seeing her smile every year.” This year will be Herb’s 38th year at the 
Fryeburg Fair and 32nd for Brenda.  (COURTESY PHOTO)

Favorite memories of the fair

It’s not just for the boys. Both Watson 
daughters, as well as daughter-in-law 
Twyla Morris Watson, have worked on 
the administrative and record-keeping 
end of the musters.

Gabe Watson, 39, is a captain at Frye-
burg Fire Department and joined the 
Firemen’s Muster organization in 2000. 
The Watsons were interviewed in 2017 
on the eve of the 40th anniversary of the 
musters. At that time, Corliss talked 
about the great community effort it 
takes to make the muster a reality each 
year. He said, “We’ve had some great 
people work with us on the muster.”

The muster remains traditional 
in its events and organization today 
except for the fact that in 1990 it was 
opened to departments throughout 
New England and Canada.

Corliss said, “When we started back in 
1977 we had about 15 teams locally. Last 
year we had 24, which often includes 
teams from Canada, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. Participation in the Muster 
is on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.”

Gabe said, “The fair’s muster is out of 
the ordinary routine for everyone. It’s a 
great time to get together. It’s a real social 
event and it’s all about family. Everyone 
sets up a tent and tailgates with their 
teams. You can’t beat it.”

Who’s the best team at Fryeburg 
Fair’s Firemen’s Muster?

Gabe said, “Brownfi eld has attended 
the muster every year — perfect atten-
dance. We recognized them at the 35th 
event with a special award. They also 
won the sportsmanship award last year.”

“North Conway has had great partici-
pation too,” says Clyde. “We have a plaque 
for the team with the most event wins. 
Waterford is a very impressive depart-
ment. They muster all summer long in 
different locations. For a while they com-
peted on a professional level.”

Should a fi re break out while local 
fi refi ghters are at the muster, Gabe 
said, “We have an engine staffed down-
town so they can respond immediately. 
And the rest of us are ready to go right 
behind them if necessary.”

Andy Dufresne, a life-long fi refi ghter, 
and chief of the Fryeburg Fire Depart-
ment, said the department has been 
fortunate to have the Watsons serving 
there. “They are very dedicated and 
hardworking individuals,” he said.

Clyde said, “Unfortunately, volun-
teer fi refi ghters are not joining at the 
rate we need. The family legacies just 
aren’t around anymore. And it’s much 
harder to get the younger ones to join. 
There’s a lot more going on for them 
now. ... All of us would like to see more 
people come out and serve.”

For more information on becoming a 
volunteer fi refi ghter, contact Fryeburg 
Fire Chief Dufresne at (207) 935-2615 or 
at fryefi re@fryeburgmaine.org.

MUSTER from page 28



Page 30 — THE CONWAY DAILY SUN, FRYEBURG FAIR - Saturday, October 1, 2022

159 East Conway Rd., Ctr. Conway
 Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30-5:00

(1/8 mile past Police Station on 
right on East Conway Rd.)

Visit us on the web at redstoneautos.com • 603-733-5930

• Diagnostics 
• Tires & Alignments

• Suspension 
• Brakes 

• Exhaust
• Welding & Fabrication 

• And More!

Full Service Repair Facility - There's a good reason customers keep coming back!

Sheepdogs to show their stuff on Sunday morning
Fryeburg Fair’s sheepdog trial 

experts and organizers are Gabriel 
“Gabe” Deschambeault Merrill, 87, 
of Brownfi eld, Maine, and her niece, 
Lynn Deschambeault, 59, of Den-
mark, Maine.

Lynn says, “Sheepdog trials are com-
petitive events where dogs and their 
handlers herd sheep. We use obsta-
cles and timing to judge their success. 
Actually I think trials started when 
a couple of guys got together and one 
said my dog’s better than yours!”

Gabe Merrill says, “I grew up on 
a farm and we had dogs that would 
round up the cows and bring them in. 
Morris MacGregor was a local Scots-
man who sold farm products. He was 
an experienced handler and told us 
we ought to get into it. That’s where 
we started. It’s a real talent and my 
brother is a natural.”

Roger Deschambeault, 81, Gabe’s 
brother and Lynn’s father, lives in 
East Conway, N.H., and trains and 
runs dogs daily. He and his wife, Krys, 
have six dogs at their home — Near-
fi eld Farms.

Roger started working with sheep-
dogs when he was 9 years old. He is a 

renowned dog trainer and has been in 
Scotland, England, Wales and all over 
the U.S. participating in trials.

Gabe says, “Sheepdog competitions 
started in the mid-1800s in New Zea-
land, the British Isles, Ireland and 
England. Waine Bartlett of Denmark 
started them at Fryeburg Fair in the 
‘80s. He was the sheep superintendent 
at the time. Back then, a few women 
did some demonstrations of sheep 
herding. This eventually led to what 
is now a full day of events. We have an 
average of 30-40 dogs who participate 
with their handlers. Some handlers 
have more than one dog.”

Trials are open to any dog but it’s 
mostly border collies that participate. 
Success is as much about the handlers 
as about their dogs who love to work 
herding sheep.

Roger Deschambeault participated 
in Fryeburg Fair’s trials as well as 
provided the sheep from 1986 to 2014 
— about 50-60 horned dorsets.

Tim Molinero of Heartstone Farm in 
Milton, N.H., has provided the sheep 
since 2015, numbered still about 60 
for the day. Each dog works with three 
to fi ve randomly selected sheep.

BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

A sheepdog is seen working during trials in a previous year’s Fryeburg Fair. (COURTESY PHOTOsee SHEEPDOGS page 31
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Tramway Marketplace

           603-539-5700
2336 Rt. 16, West Ossipee (Next to McDonald's)

NH Souvenirs, Gifts, 
T-Shirts, Hoodies, Women's  

Fashion, NH Art & More!  
Greeting Cards for Every 

Special Occasion!

Mention this 

ad and receive 

10%
OFF 

your purchase
Some exclusions may apply

Tramway Artisans
70,000 Gifts!

s, 
'

We Now Carry LOLA & Company Jewelry!

Heart & Hand, Inc.
Created with Heart / Completed by Hand

750 PEQUAWKET TRAIL, RTE 113/5, BROWNFIELD, ME
heartandhandinc.com• 207-935-1125

FULL LINE OF 
PRODUCTS

FRYEBURG 

FAIR SPECIAL!

$1 off any item
 in stock with this ad

Including grain, hay 

and shavings

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!  HOURS: MON-SAT 9am-5pm & SUN 10am-3pm

Cornstalks. 
Hay. 

Pumpkins.
 Mums.

Fall Decorations Are Here!

1903 White Mtn Hwy, 
North Conway 
307-1036 

www.cigarshenanigans.com
Mon.-Sat. 
11am-1am,

 Sun. 
11am-11pm

CIGAR & COCKTAIL LOUNGE

68 Cool
Things

1. We're open every day! And after dark! In 
North Conway!!

2. We have a ton of premium, hand-rolled cigars 
nestled in our walk-in humidor!

3. Our liquor selection will make you drool with 
delight!

4. You can bring your own delicious food 
(because we don't have any)!

5. We have so much room for activities!
6.  We have dogs! They’re the goodest of boys 

and can’t wait to see you!
7. We now sell pipes and pipe tobacco! 
8.  We now have TWO places to purchase cigars! 

Visit us at 678 Meadow Street, Littleton, NH
 603-575-5509, Open Friday-Sunday 11-6ish!

ABOUT7 XX
Catholic Mass to be offered 
at Fryeburg Fair on Sundays

Catholic Masses will be offered on 
both the opening day (Sunday, Oct.2) 
and closing day (Sunday, Oct. 9) of the 
2022 Fryeburg Fair.

Both Masses will begin at 11 a.m. 
and be held outside at the fairground’s 
Hayseed Theater, located next to Old 
MacDonald’s Farm near the Orange 
Gate (No. 8).

“There is no Mass at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Church in Fryeburg the 
week of the fair, but the church offers 
fairgoers parking as a fundraiser,” 

said Father Edward Clifford, pastor 
of St. Teresa of Calcutta Parish in 
Norway and St. Joseph Parish in 
Bridgton, of which St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Church is a part. “There is a 
6:30 p.m. Mass at the church the night 
before the fair on Saturday, Oct. 1.”

The church, located on 857 Main 
St. (Route 5), is a short walk from 
the fairgrounds, and proceeds from 
the parking lot fundraiser help cover 
winter heating costs and other church 
expenses.

Betty Bachman, 75, Center Conway, N.H.: “I’ve been enjoying the Fryeburg Fair for a very long time. 
I would have to say that meeting my sisters and brother there every year for my birthday on Oct. 
4.  And betting on the harness races with them. And of course introducing my husband, Bart, to 
Fryeburg Fair fries with salt and vinegar.” (COURTESY PHOTO)

Favorite memories of the fair

Lynn Deschambealt is also a breeder 
of border collies.

“These dogs are very smart and 
have a great instinct for herding. They 
absolutely love it,” she said. “I’ll bring 
out a young puppy and that instinct 
is already there. These dogs can read 
sheep. They understand each other.”

Fryeburg Fair is one of only three 
Maine fairs hosting sheepdog trials 
— always the fi rst Sunday starting at 
9 a.m. at the infi eld near the grand-
stand.

Thanks to the Deschambeault 
family, the crowds at Fryeburg Fair 
are growing each year.

Lynn is the emcee of the event and 

Gabe is running the show.
Carroll Goodwin of Alfred, Maine, is 

the judge. His wife, Polly, is the score-
keeper.

Goodwin says, “The skill of the han-
dlers and the dogs together is amaz-
ing to watch. You get to appreciate the 
depth of the human and dog connec-
tion.”

For more information on sheepdog 
trials go to the North East Border 
Collie Association at nebca.com. For 
more information on Fryeburg Fair go 
to fryeburgfair.org.

Rachel Andrews Damon is a trustee 
of the West Oxford Agricultural Soci-
ety and head of publicity and advertis-
ing for the Fryeburg Fair.
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