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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS & EXPOSITIONS

Forward to your Friends so they can receive the
MAAF Newsletter! New subscribers CLICK HERE!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT
by BARRY NORRIS



http://www.mainefairs.org
https://www.fairsandexpos.com/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/eJREpED/spring?source_id=baec74a5-b4ee-4f4f-8bd3-bd667e87876a&source_type=em&c=
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MAAF BOARD MEMBER PROFILES

MAAF BOARD MEMBER
HOPE RICKER

Hope Ricker MAAF board clerk and her
sister began going to Pittston Fair with
her Grandfather Blodgett . He would sit
on the banking behind what is now the
Pittston Fair exhibition hall to watch
pulling, give her some money and send
her off to ride the rides. In those days
there were only a couple of rides. But
she and her sister were told to stay
away from the girlie show! Fast forward
a few years, and Hope met Bruce
Alexander. Soon she became the
secretary of the Farmers Draft Horse,
Mule and Pony Club in 1996. The club
soon began doing logging classes at
Pittston Fair. Next Hope spent a few
years as secretary for Pittston Fair.
When Hope was voted in as a member
of the MAAF board, she chose to direct
her efforts on Maine’s agricultural fairs,
serving as the MAAF president from
2012 to 2014. During her time as

' president, Hope made sure to visit each
of the (then) 24 Maine fairs. When asked about what keeps her involved in Maine
fairs, Hope replied: * Maine fairs showcase our Maine agriculture and offer family-
oriented entertainment. My focus is to work to keep agriculture in our agricultural
fairs.” Hope recently spent her day off volunteering at the Monmouth Fair where she
was able to peel potatoes for home fries, clean off tables, and sell tickets at the back
gate.

MAAF BOARD MEMBER
RAYMA ASHBY

Rayma Ashby is our MAAF treasurer and
lives in Litchfield. She reminisces about
traveling to Maine fairs as a little girl with
her grandfather and sister. More recently
Rayma has taken an active role in the
Litchfield Fair, initially in the role of
secretary which included ordering trophies,
ribbons, and the fair paperwork. More
recently Rayma has been the designer and
overseer of Wheeler's Wee Farm (see
photo below). Modeled after hands-on
programs for children that she observed in
other fairs, Rayma created an agricultural
adventure guaranteed to delight and
educate fairgoers of all ages. The apple
orchard welcomes you and hands you a
small basket, then you are introduced to
the “seacoast” of Maine where a touch
tank of sea stars, cucumbers, etc awaits.




Next, walk to the lobster man who shares stories of traps and buoys. Chickens are on
the pathway, planting your own vegetables, grains, a cow with milk, logging,etc. Each
stop includes an item for the wee farmer to place in the basket. It is very similar to the
children’s agricultural walk at Northern Maine Fair. Payment to the wee farmer for all
the produce is a special coin (wooden nickel) that can be exchanged for your choice of
delicious treat. Originally funded through monies donated in memory of Alice Wheeler
to be used to create an agricultural program for children, Wheeler's Wee Farm is
staffed by volunteers young and old and the treats are donated by local businesses.
What does Rayma like the most about fairs? “Maine’s agricultural fairs give families a
chance to come together and enjoy agriculture. The fair experience can be a showcase
of agriculture that a lot of people don't get now.....like it once was.”
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MONMOUTH FAIR
A LITTLE FAIR WITH A LOTTA PULL
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IN MEMORIAM



https://www.wilsonfhllc.com/obituary/MichaelMike-Wilson?fbclid=IwAR2l9gWVcntCBfqsMYlWTRQ6PzHMqgahhg1K6WQRELNJukiPzffLlxUo_kA



https://hallfuneralhomes.com/book-of-memories/4640544/Orff-Lincoln/index.php
https://www.duncan-graves.com/obituaries/Gaylen-F-Flewelling?obId=21344645
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