
Story Theme:

“Fair Bear Imagines the Future 
Georgia National Fair"

Postmark Deadline
February 20, 2027

Fast-forward into the future! What will the ultimate Georgia National Fair look like 
decades from now? Next year, join Fair Bear on a spectacular journey powered 
entirely by your imagination. Will the midway feature gravity-defying rollercoasters 
and holographic carnival games? Will farmers showcase robotic livestock or harvest 
giant, glowing cyber-pumpkins? From laser-fried Oreos to zero-gravity funnel cakes, 
the possibilities are endless. Grab your pens, unleash your creativity, and write the 
story of what incredible, high-tech surprises await Fair Bear at the future Georgia 
National Fair!

Teachers, this is an excellent creative writing exercise that invites students to 
envision a high-tech, futuristic Georgia National Fair. It's easy to enter and a great 
opportunity to win prize money for your school.

2027 Georgia National Fair
Fair Bear Writing Competition

for Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grades



The “Bear” Facts
 
You are invited to write a story about a very special American black bear who lived from about 1980 to 1993 in 
middle Georgia near the Georgia National Fairgrounds. The bear was seen off and on by people who lived in the 
area. None of the people who saw the bear could believe it was really a bear at first! Once, the black bear was 
seen in a neighborhood subdivision located in a wooded area across the interstate from the Fairgrounds. Another 
year the bear was seen on a nearby road south of the Fairgrounds, paws on the top wire of a fence, watching the 
cars go by. In June 1993, the last reported encounter was described by a Perry resident who was jogging through 
the Fairgrounds just before dark. “I heard tractor-trailer trucks putting on brakes on the interstate and I looked to 
see why they were slowing down. I saw a large black animal standing by the fence near the west gate entrance to 
the Fairgrounds. I stopped jogging to get a better look at the animal and realized it was a black bear. The bear was 
standing with its paws on the fence watching me. Then the bear climbed over the fence and again stood on its back 
feet to get a better look at me. I didn’t try to get a better look at the bear; I ran!” The bear’s path often crossed I-75 
near the Fairgrounds, which is a very busy interstate. “Fair Bear” has become the Georgia National Fair mascot.

Fair Bear has been the subject of the Georgia National Fair writing competition for 4th, 5th and 6th graders since 1994. 

FOURTH GRADE
First Place
Everly Belflower
Southwest Laurens Elementary, Rentz
Laurens County School System
Teacher: Ms. Anna Davis

Second Place
Lettie Pate
Tiftarea Academy, Chula
Independent School System
Teacher: Ms. Kaitlyn Evans

Third Place
Julie McCoy
Johnson County Elementary School, Wrightsville
Johnson County School System
Teacher: Ms. Rana Winfrey

FIFTH GRADE
First Place
Marlee Rose Patisaul
Southwest Laurens Elementary, Rentz
Laurens County School System
Teacher: Mrs. Pam Hall

Second Place
Saraiah Davis
Byron Elementary, Byron
Peach County School System
Teacher: Mrs. Linda Pope

Third Place
Ahmon Robison
Thomas County Middle, Thomasville
Thomas County School System

Teacher: Mrs. Katie Buechner

SIXTH GRADE
First Place
Sadie Garvey
Tiftarea Academy
Independent School System
Teacher: Mrs. T.J. Croft

Second Place
Sarah Clements
East Laurens Middle, East Dublin
Laurens County School System
Teacher: Mrs. Lauren Evans

Third Place
Ellison Niswonger
Thomas County Middle, Thomasville
Thomas County School System
Teacher: Mrs. Betsy Garbett



FAIR BEAR WRITING CONTEST RULES 
Theme: Fair Bear Imagines the Future Georgia National Fair 

 

Suggested Timeline 
• Classroom Winners Selected: December 8, 2026 
• School Winners Selected: January 21, 2027 
• School System Winners Selected: February 18, 2027 
• Entry Deadline: School system winners must be mailed to the Georgia National Fair and 

postmarked by February 20, 2027. 

 

Eligibility 
The Fair Bear Writing Contest is open to all 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students currently enrolled 
in: 

• Georgia public schools, or 
• Private schools accredited by the Georgia Accrediting Commission. 

All stories must reflect the contest theme: 

"Fair Bear Imagines the Future Georgia National Fair." 

Each entry must be the student's original work. 

All entries become the property of the Georgia National Fair. Winning entries may be published 
or used in future Georgia National Fair publications. 

 

STUDENT RULES 
1. Neatly handwrite an original story of 200–500 words on standard ruled notebook paper, 

using only the front side of each page. Typed or computer-generated entries will be 
disqualified. 

2. After your teacher reviews your first draft, rewrite your story and submit the corrected 
final copy. Spelling and grammar errors will result in point deductions. 

3. Do not write your name on the front of any page of your final copy. 



 

TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES 
1. Entries must be original student work completed under teacher supervision as part of the 

regular classroom writing program—not as homework. 
2. Write the student's name and school name on the back of each page. 
3. Attach a completed Official Entry Form to each entry. 
4. Select one school winner per grade level. Mail school winners to your school system 

office by January 21, 2027. The School System Curriculum Coordinator or Language 
Arts Coordinator must sign each entry form, even if a system-wide competition is not 
held. 

5. Mail the completed "School Participation Report" form to: 

Fair Bear Writing Competition 
Georgia National Fair 
401 Larry Walker Parkway 
Perry, GA 31069 

6. Entries will not be returned. Please make copies before submitting original student work. 

 

SCHOOL SYSTEM COORDINATOR 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Receive and judge the fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade winners from each school in the 
system. 

2. Select one first-place winner from each grade level. 
3. Each school system may submit only one entry per grade level. Entries submitted 

directly from individual schools will not be accepted. 
4. Ensure each submission includes a completed Official Entry Form. 
5. Mail system-winning entries to: 

Fair Bear Writing Competition 
Georgia National Fair 
401 Larry Walker Parkway 
Perry, GA 31069 

Entries must be postmarked by February 20, 2027. 

 



JUDGING 
1. Schools are encouraged to use the procedures in the Young Georgia Authors Exposition 

and Recognition Official Rules Booklet as a guide when selecting system winners. 
2. Final judging will use the official Fair Bear Writing Contest score sheet. Entries must 

address the theme: 

"Fair Bear Imagines the Future Georgia National Fair." 

3. Final judges will be language arts professionals from across Georgia. Each grade level 
will be judged separately. 

4. Judges will not know the student's name, school, or school system, and they will not have 
access to one another's scores during judging. 

5. Awards for each grade level will be determined by total score: 
o Highest score: First Place 
o Second-highest score: Second Place 
o Third-highest score: Third Place 

6. The three first-place grade-level winners will be judged again to determine the Grand 
Prize Winner, who will receive both the Grand Prize and First Place awards. 

7. Grade-level winners will be posted online by April 15, 2027. Winning students, teachers, 
and principals will be notified by mail by April 20, 2027. 

8. Awards will be presented during a special ceremony at the 38th Annual Georgia 
National Fair on Saturday, October 10, 2027, when the Grand Prize Winner will be 
announced. 

 

Fair Bear Competition Judging Guidelines:

         Content and Organization (maximum 30 points) 
 (Response to assigned task (see rule 1), clearly  
 established controlling idea, relevant and clearly 
 developed supporting ideas, sense of order,  
 flow of ideas, sense of completeness)

Sentence Formation (maximum 20 points) 
 (Appropriate end punctuation, complete  
 sentences, appropriate coordination and  
 subordination)

Conventions of Written Language (maximum 20 points)
 (appropriate usage and mechanics)

Style (maximum 20 points)   
 (Effective diction, varied and effective sentence   
 structure, tone consistent with topic and   
 purpose, sense of audience)

Creativity (maximum 10 points)
   
Total (maximum 100 points)   



AWARDS 
			   SCHOOLS				    STUDENTS

GRAND PRIZE:	 $250 					     $250 
			   Plaque				    Plaque

Final winners in each grade level will receive:
First Place:		  $150 					     $100 
			   Certificate				    Certificate
								        *Trip for winner and family to 2027 		
								        Georgia National Fair
Second Place:	 $100 					     $75
			   Certificate				    Certificate
								        *Trip for winner and family to 2027
								        Georgia National Fair

Third Place:		  $75 					     $50 
			   Certificate				    Certificate
								        *Trip for winner and family to 2027
								        Georgia National Fair

All entries submitted in compliance with the rules and accepted for final competition will receive 
a certif﻿icate from the Georgia National Fair.
*$50 in Georgia National Fair Food Coupons, four gate passes & tickets good for 15 rides. Ride 
tickets not valid for The Freedom Wheel, Agri-lift, Euroslide, or Lightning.



2027 GEORGIA NATIONAL “FAIR BEAR” 
Creative Writing Competition Official Entry Form

COMPLETE  ALL INFORMATION 
*Unsigned and/or incomplete forms will not be considered for judging.

*ATTACH THIS FORM TO ALL ENTRIES. 
*After system judging, mail winners to: Georgia National Fairgrounds & Agricenter, 

  Fair Bear Competition,  401 Larry Walker Parkway, Perry, GA  31069
DEADLINE - February 20, 2027

Student's Grade Level				                                	   ENTRY NO.
									         	 (To be completed by GNF)
          4th	 5th	    6th

Student:											              Age:
                               First Name                               	 Last Name  

Home Address:	  City:                                                  Zip:

Parent/Guardian:						         Parent/Guardian Cell #:	   	  		                         
		         

Parent/Guardian Email: Parent/Guardian Work #:

School (Complete Name):     

      
Principal (Title, First & Last Name):      

Address:      			     

City:                                                     Zip:     
     
School Phone:
     

System (Complete Name):     

      
Superintendent (Title, First & Last Name):      

Address:      	
 
City:                                                     Zip:     
     
System Contest Coordinator:  

Coordinator Email:

Teacher (Title, First & Last Name):  Email: 

This entry is my own original work and represents my best writing efforts.

                                                                               Student’s Signature

We are familiar with this student’s writing. We have read this entry. We are satisfied it is his or her own original idea and work 
and represents his or her best writing efforts. 

                       Teacher’s Signature 	         System Contest Coordinator’s Signature



2027 Georgia National Fair
Fair Bear Writing Competition

School Participation Report
In an effort to take a true measure of participation in the competition,we are trying to collect 
data on the total number of participants. Please fill out this form at the school level and 
return it to the Georgia National Fair "Fair Bear" Program. Please include the total number 
of students in each grade level that particiated in the school competitions. 

		  School Name: _________________________________			 
				  
		  Address:  _____________________________________			 
				  
	          		        _____________________________________			 
				  
		  Phone Number:  ________________________________			
					   
		  E-Mail:  _______________________________________

		  4th Grade - Total Number Participants _______				  
			 
								      
		  5th Grade - Total Number Participants _______				  
			 
								      
		  6th Grade - Total Number Participants _______				  
			 
								      
								      
								      
Please mail to: Georgia National Fair, 401 Larry Walker Pkwy., Perry, GA  
31069.


