Margarita Contest Rules 2026

(Must be 21 or older to participate, and a valid photo ID is required)

Participation in the Margarita contest is optional and requires a $25 buy-in paid when you

register online or when you arrive.

Let the official know at registration that you would like to participate & present ID.

(Team means no more than 2 members per 1 paid entry)

BBQ cook-off teams may enter more than 1 team, paying the $25 fee per team.

Payout for the Margarita contest is a 50\50 split.

50 to HOT Fair & Rodeo scholarship program & 50 for payout to 15t & 2" place in a 60/40 split.

Top 5 Finalist will be announced after judging.

Grand champion & Reserve grand champion will be announced during the awards ceremony.
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Contest is Friday, September 25, 2026. Both team members report at 6:45 p.m. for
check-in and start at 7 p.m.

All ingredients will be inspected by a committee member at report time.

All recipes must be original, include alcohol, and not be premixed or frozen
beverages.

Fire is prohibited for flaming drinks, special effects, as decorations, or in any other
form.

Place mat maybe used, but no tablecloths or any other item that will identify your
team.

All contestants will enter the preparation area at the same time and be assigned an
area.

If a cook team has more than one drink entry, each entry will be in a separate area.
Each team will be provided a 3-foot space for preparation and presentation.

An official timer will be designated & will tell you when to start & end mixing.
Team will have 15 minutes to prepare drink, decorate & clean up space.

Prepare enough drink to fill 5-7 small cups and a presentation glass.

Only your team members are allowed to taste your drink during preparation.



13.) Spectators may enter the designated cheering area after all contestants enter.

14.) Once time is called, all participants and spectators will leave the preparation area.
15.) Take your table ticket with a random number to follow results.

16.) Teams should exit with all items not related to decorations.

17.) Any items left for decoration may be picked up after top finalists are announced.
18.) Any questions should be handled by assigned drink contest staff only.

19.) Naming a drink is optional; bring it on paper or a sign if you want to display. (not

your team’s name)

Judging Criteria:

Table Decorated
Appropriate glassware
Appearance of drink
Strength of drink

Smoothness of flavor



