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Schedule of Events  

**SUBJECT TO CHANGES** 

 

Please refer to the overall HCF Schedule for additional information. 

 

Thursday October 22, 2026 

6:30 pm to 8:00 pm  Ag Mechanics Check- In (by Appointment Only) East Side Barn 

Friday October 23, 2026 

 

8:00 am to 10:00 am  Ag Mechanics Check- In  East Side Barn 

10:00 am  Ag Mechanics Judging Begins  East Side Barn 

1:00 pm  Ag Mechanics Judging Results Rodeo Arena 

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm Ag Mechanics on Display East Side Barn 

3:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Mandatory Release of all Ag Mechanics East Side Barn 

7:00 pm   Silent Auction Table Closes for the day Show Barn 

   

Saturday October 24, 2026 

 

8:00 am to 10:00 am  Silent Auction Opens  Show Barn 

3:30 pm  Silent Auction Closes  Show Barn 

3:30 pm – 6:00 pm 
Ag Mechanics not sold in the Silent Auction must be picked 
up.  Items not picked up by 9am Sunday become the 
property of HCF. 
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GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS 

RULE 1: ELIGIBILITY  

a. The Harris County Fair and Rodeo does not discriminate against any applicant, 
exhibitor, volunteer, customer, or patron on the basis of race, sex, color, age, disability, 
religion, citizenship, veteran status, nationality or ethnic origin.  
 

b. Exhibitors Ages 8 years (3rd grade) and older must live in Harris County or be enrolled in 
a Harris County School (Elementary- High School), as well as a Harris County FFA OR 
4-H club, or FCCLA and in good standing at check-in and show.  
 

c. Exhibitors Ages 8 years and younger not in the third grade must live in Harris County or 
be enrolled in a Harris County School (Elementary - High School).  
 

d. Exhibitors 8 years and older and in the 3rd grade (Elementary - High School) must be 
academically eligible to participate in the Harris County Fair and Rodeo and may not 
have an exhibit shown for them by another exhibitor if ineligible.  

 

e. Exhibitors are responsible for providing completed Eligibility Forms for each team 
member at the time of check-in or they will not be able to participate.  

 

f. Team and individual projects are allowed, for team projects, all members are from the 
same FFA Chapter or 4-H Club. 

 
g. Any non-adherence to the rules will result in disqualification of entries.  

RULE 2: EXHIBITOR AGE DIVISIONS 

a. There are no age divisions for entries or per Class or Showmanship. 

RULE 3: ENTRY REGISTRATION AND FEES  

a. Mandatory Entry Registration and $40 entry fee shall be completed online entry by date 
indicated on the Important Dates document. 

b. Registration will also include the consent of the Release and Liability Form. 
c. Exhibitor/s will declare their class and type of project at the time of entry. 
d. Project class changes will be permitted with a change fee of $20 if the project falls 

within another category. 
e. Late registration is not permitted. 

RULE 4: LIMIT OF ENTRIES  

a. There is not a limit of entries per class per exhibitor/team. 
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RULE 5: CREATING PROJECTS/ENTRIES 

a. All projects entered must have been made within a year of the date of the fair. 

(Example: all entries in the 2025 show must be built October of the 2024-2025).  

RULE 6: CHECK-IN PROCESS 

a. Registration is not permitted the day of check-in. 

b. All entries will be received and placed within the Ag Mechanic Show Area depending 

on size and type of entry.   

c. ENTRIES NOT CHECKED IN UPON ARRIVAL: If an exhibitor fails to check in by the 

published deadline, the entry is ineligible to compete.  

d. EXHIBITOR LATE ARRIVAL: If an exhibitor fails to arrive within designated arrival 
time/before arrival deadline, the entry is ineligible to compete. 

RULE 7: PROJECT BOOK/DOCUMENTS  

a. The exhibitors provide a bill of materials, photos showing the exhibitor(s) and the 

progress of the project, and plan drawings of the project at the time of show.  A color 

ribbon will be deducted if one of these are missing. 

i. A scale drawing, bill of materials, photographs showing the student in all 

phases of construction using proper safety measures are to be provided with 

the projects.  

ii. TX DOT and/or ASAE regulations and specifications are to be provided as they 

apply to individual Projects.  

iii. Display of plans, photos, etc. must be displayed in a three-ring binder.  

RULE 8: TRAILERS AND TOWED EQUIPED PROJECT  

a. Trailer Registration: Current registration plates or temporary tags are required on all 

trailers that are towed to the project show. Hauled trailers will be exempt from this 

rule. 

b. All Trailers and other equipment that is to be operated and or transported on public 

roads are to be equipped with the safety equipment specified in Title 7, Vehicles and 

Traffic Transportation Code of Texas Statutes, Specific chapters regarding Width 

(621.201), Lights and reflectors (545.106,547.324 and 547.331) Brakes (547.401) 

Length (624.201) and inspection (621.204) are to be adhered to.  

c. Any trailer that exceeds 102 inches in width must have a signed permit.  

d. All towed equipment, regardless of standards, is to be equipped with safety chains.  

e. All three-point hitch and P.T.O. operated equipment are to meet current ASAE 

Standards.  
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Note:  The TX Dot web page will provide information on how to access or acquire TX Dot 

equipment regulations and Vehicle regulations. 

RULE 9: PROJECT PRESENTATION 

a. All Projects must be painted or properly treated and must be clean and in a 

presentable condition, even though they may have been used.  

b. Floor covering is not encouraged.  

c. Stands, podiums, computers, etc. will be permitted only when they can be positioned 

on or under the projects as space permits. 

d. No additional floor space will be guaranteed for podiums, chairs, tables, show boxes, 

etc.   

e. All exhibitors are present at their projects at the time of the judging. If there were to be 

an extenuating circumstance that would prevent the exhibitor from being present, 

then he/she or they must produce a letter of explanation signed by the 

parent/guardian and AST/4-H leader to the show chairman for approval before the 

show begins. 

RULE 10: PROJECT SAFETY 

a. Appropriate and safe display stands must be provided for gates, panels and other 

projects that need support. 

b. Sharp edges and points such as found on a self-feeder roofs, bale movers, etc. are to 

be padded or covered as necessary to prevent injury.   

c. No type of painting or staining will be allowed while the project is at the show.  

d. Electrical: All 120 VAC and higher electrical plugs and receptacles are to be 

equipment grounding type. All metal components are to be grounded. Ground Fault 

Circuit Interrupters (GFCI) shall be provided for all 120 VAC Receptacles. All 50 VAC 

and higher connections are to be protected in appropriate indoor and outdoor rated 

enclosures. Electricity will not be guaranteed. Due to air quality factors, generators will 

not be allowed to operate. 

e. Chemical and Liquid Safety: Flammable and/or combustible liquids shall not be used, 

stored, or sprayed inside of any Harris County Fair building at any time. This shall 

include, but not be limited to: enamel paints, thinners, reducers, gasoline, or any other 

petroleum based liquids. All liquids must be in properly labeled original containers. No 

compressed gas cylinders are permitted. Decoy cylinders are NOT permitted. 
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RULE 11: PROJECT CLASSES 

a. Projects are entered into one of the following classes: 

Class 1 Bumper pull livestock trailers (all sizes)   

Class 2 Gooseneck livestock trailers (all sizes)   

Class 3 Bumper pull utility trailers (all sizes)   

Class 4 Gooseneck utility trailers (all sizes)  

Class 5 Wildlife equipment   

Class 6 Farm/shop equipment 

Class 7 Recreational metal 

Class 8 Recreational wood 

Class 9 Truck Accessories 

Class 10 Agricultural Machinery and Equipment 

Class 11 Electrical Equipment 

b. Show week, projects are checked according to the show schedule., shown according 

to the show schedule. All Projects must be removed according to the show schedule.  

RULE 12: AWARDS 

a. Ribbons will be awarded according to the Danish system for each class. 

Blue = Good Quality      Red=average         White= minimum qualifications 

 

b. A single trophy will be awarded to the Grand and Reserve champion project overall. 

c. Class winners will also receive an Award. 

d. Overall Showmanship will also be awarded a trophy. 

 

RULE 13: JUDGING SYSTEM 

Projects will be Judged on the Following: 
Workmanship     20pts 
Design and Materials Used   20pts  
Practicality      20pts  
Degree of Difficulty     10pts  
General Appearance and Finish   10pts  
Documentation     10pts 
Presentation      10pts 
     Total: 100pts 
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RULE 14: PROTEST PROVISION and JUDGE DECISIONS  

a. No Protests will be permitted for the Agricultural Mechanics Show. 

b. All decisions by the Judges are final.   

c. Any and all differences, disputes will be settled by a Creative Arts Advisory Committee 

consisting of:  

i. Fair Board Operating Officer   
ii. Agricultural Mechanics Committee Chairman  
iii. President of the HCF&R Association 

RULE 15: AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS HOURS  

a. The Agricultural Mechanics Show will be open and closed during posted times during 

the schedule. No one will be allowed in the building/area after closing.  

b. All other projects can be released Friday per show schedule.     

RULE 16: LOSS and DAMAGE 

a. The Harris County Fair & Rodeo Association and its associates are not responsible for 

any loss or damage to any projects.  However, extreme precaution and care will be 

taken to protect projects entered.   

RULE 17: SILENT AUCTION 

a. After Judging Results are presented, Ag Mech exhibitors that have projects that fit 

through doorways that they would like to sell, may move to the Silent Auction. 

b. The Ag Mech Exhibit must fit through a single doorway and be located among the Silent 

Auction area without obscuring walkways and exits.  If the item does not fit within the 

Silent Auction physically, you may display a advertisement/photo with the Silent Auction 

form with information on how to see the item displayed in the Ag Mech Show location.   

c. As a courtesy gesture, please let the Silent Auction committee chair (Creative Arts and 

Horticulture Chair) aware of your interest in placing your item in the Silent Auction.  

d. A Silent Auction form stating the minimum bid accepted must be completed. The form is 

available from the Creative Arts and Horticulture Chair.   
e. After the Silent Auction is completed, all unsold items must be removed per the times 

listed on the overall Harris County Fair Schedule or they will become property of the 

Harris County Fair and Rodeo Association. 
 

RULE 18: RELEASE OF EXHIBITS  

a. No exhibits are to leave the Show until checked out by the Committee during hours of 

operation on Thursday.  

b. All items not claimed and removed by Sunday 9am, will become the property of the 

Harris County Fair and Rodeo Association and will be disposed of by the management. 


