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GENERAL PROVISION

The Harris County Fair Association reserves the final and absolute right to interpret these rules
and to settle and determine all matters, questions, and differences in regard thereto, or otherwise
arising out of, or connected with, or incident to events at Harris County Fair. All interpretations,
decisions and settlements will be made the Event Advisory Committees in order to align these
rules with the best interest of the program and participants. The Harris County Fair Association
Officers and/or Board of Directors reserve the right to amend, delete, and/or add to these rules as
they in their judgment, may deem advisable.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE/S
2026

ADVISORY COMMITTTEE for each event is made
up of the HCF&R Association President and/or
Vice President, Association Chairman of the Board
and the Event Chair.

HCF&R Association Chairman of the Board: Fred Stockton
HCF&R Association President: Michele Reed
HCF&R Association Vice President: Cody Sherrouse
EVENT CHAIRS
Cattle Chairman: Ray Foster
Lamb/Goat Chairman: Cory Shearer
Swine Chairman: TJ (Thomas) Palisin
Poultry Chairman: Hayden Harris
Rabbit Chairman: Jennifer Beall
Creative Arts and Horticulture Chairman: Ashlynn Reed
Ag Mechanics Chairman: Dustin Carnahan
Pageant Chairman: Jennifer Beall
Freezer Sale Chairs: TBD

Family Fun Chair: Julie Bye
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KEY 2026 RULE CHANGES - SUMMARY

Item | Importance | Brief Description Page

1 Low Updated List of FFA programs within Harris County 5

2 Low Added requirements for Exhibitor Substitutions must be Harris County 6
4-H or FFA members and academically eligible.

3 HIGH Rule 2j: Added the opportunity for ON-SITE LATE ENTRY at the market 7
livestock and heifer show for a fee during check-in.

4 MED Rule 6: Added Volunteer hours must be served per exhibitor within a 9
family/household.

5 HIGH Rule 7: Added clarification regarding Premium and Freezer Sale check 9
distribution and added freezer rules which were imbedded in freezer
sale entry forms in previous years.

6 MED Rule 3: Added clarification that the photos of animals for validation must 11
not have blankets and/or leg coverings in the photos and must be
replaced if not meeting the requirements. Added the Validation
Deadline date:

7 HIGH Rule 3: Added a requirement that the exhibitor or exhibitor’s 11
parent/guardian is responsible to verify that all the tag numbers are
accurately recorded during validation. The exhibitor or exhibitor’s
parents/guardian must verify the animals presented for validation and
sign the validation log confirming animals have been validated.

8 LOW Removed All Breeder tags or Breeder Names must be tapped over. 14

9 LOW Moved the time to have animals removed from the barn on Sunday to 15
9:00 or they become the property of Harris County Fair and Rodeo.

10 HIGH Rule 14: Added Freezer sale processes and rules. Added the deadline 16-17
to enter the Freezer Sale is 7:00 pm, Thursday October 22, 2026.

11 HIGH Rule 14: Added information regarding how Exhibitors can see if their 17
freezer animal was sold. Added the requirement for Poultry and Rabbit
exhibitors must deliver proof of animal delivery to buyers by December
1%t in order to receive payment.

12 LOW Added Breed Classification Guidelines for Sheep, Swine and Cattle to Following
the rules per species. each species

show section

13 LOW Update the rule for School Steer tag orders School steers do not have 45
to purchase a HCF tag. School Tag information will be recorded via a
description and photo.

14 HIGH The Rabbit Show moved to Saturday of the Fair from Thursday. 57-58
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FAIR GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

RULE 1: ELIGIBILITY

a. The Harris County Fair and Rodeo does not discriminate against any applicant, exhibitor,
volunteer, customer, or patron on the basis of race, sex, color, age, disability, religion,
citizenship, veteran status, nationality, or ethnic origin.

b. Exhibitors are defined as any patrticipant in the Harris County Fair and Rodeo events
including showing livestock, pageant contestants, creative arts and horticulture, ag
mechanics, or other events hosted by the Harris County Fair and Rodeo Association.

c. Exhibitors must live in Harris County or be enrolled in a Harris County School (Elementary-
High School) that has a history of validating through Harris County 4-H Office. Exhibitor
must be member of a Harris County FFA OR 4-H club and in good standing at the time of
tag-in and show. If the High School FFA program validates for majors in Harris County, the
school is eligible to show in Harris County Fair. List of FFA Chapters by school are:

Aldine FFA, Alief Elsik FFA, Alief Taylor FFA, Atascocita FFA, Austin FFA, Bellaire FFA, Benjamin O.
Davis FFA, Booker T. Washington FFA, Bridgeland FFA, Career and Technical Sch, Cesar E Chavez
FFA, Channelview FFA, Concordia Lutheran FFA, Crosby FFA, Cy Fair FFA, Cypress Creek FFA,
Cypress Falls FFA, Cypress Lakes FFA, Cypress Park FFA, Cypress Ranch FFA, Cypress Ridge FFA,
Cypress Springs FFA, Cypress Woods FFA, Deer Park FFA, Dekaney FFA, Dobie FFA, Eisenhower
FFA, Faith West Academy FFA, Furr FFA, Galena Park FFA, Goose Creek Memorial FFA, Huffman
FFA, Humble FFA, James E. Taylor FFA, Jersey Village FFA, Kingwood FFA, Kingwood Park FFA, Klein
Cain FFA, Klein Collins FFA, Klein FFA, Klein Forest FFA, Klein Oak FFA, Lamar FFA, Lewis Career &
Technical, Langham Creek FFA, Laporte FFA, MacArthur High School FFA, Madison FFA, Mayde
Creek FFA, Morton Ranch FFA, Nimitz FFA, North Forest FFA, North Shore FFA, Paetow FFA,
Pasadena FFA, Pasadena Memorial FFA, Robert E Lee FFA, Sam Rayburn FFA, Sheldon FFA, Spring
Branch FFA, Spring High School FFA, Stephen F. Austin FFA, Sterling FFA, Stuart Career Tech,
Summer Creek FFA, Tomball High School FFA, Tomball Memorial FFA, Tomball West FFA,
Westfield FFA, Worthing FFA, Wunsche FFA

d. All Harris County Fair Exhibitors must also only participate in or validate for one county fair.

e. Exhibitors must be academically eligible to participate in the Harris County Fair and Rodeo
and may not have an exhibit shown for them by another exhibitor if ineligible.

f. If a hardship problem occurs with an exhibitor or exhibit, the Agriculture Science
Teacher/4-H Extension Agent can contact the Harris County Fair event chairman or
designee, who shall settle the problem at their discretion.

g. ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Exhibitors and their exhibits must meet and adhere to the
requirements of the show rules and any and all Special Rules listed under the appropriate
department(s) and division(s) as printed in the Exhibitor Handbook and Rules to be eligible
for entry.
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INELIGIBLE TO ENTER: DISQUALIFIED EXHIBITORS: Harris County Fair and Rodeo
reserves the right to refuse entry of any contestant for violation of these Rules. Contestants
who previously have been disqualified from Harris County Fair and Rodeo shows will not be
allowed entry until such time as expressed in the penalties handed down by the Harris
County Fair Executive Board has expired.

ELIGIBILITY FORMS: Exhibitors shall bring a completed and signed copy of their HCF
Eligibility Form (available online) at EACH event’s check-in. The Eligibility Form shall
show that the exhibitor is passing (signed by their school administrator) and is a
member of 4-H, FFA or FCCLA in good standing signed by the 4-H, FFA Advisor or
FCLAA advisor. Signature dates shall be within the two weeks of the event date.
Separate copies/forms are needed for: large animals, small animals, creative arts, ag
mechanics and pageant.

RULE 2: ENTRY PROCESS FEES

a.

Q

VERSION 5/4/26
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APPLICATION/ENTRY FORMS: All forms for entry must be made on current, official Harris
County Fair and Rodeo entry on-line forms in accordance with their instructions, providing
all other necessary information required. The online ENTRY process/system provides an
email receipt of payment, and this emailed receipt is required to prove submitting the
ENTRY and ENTRY date. If you do not receive an emailed receipt, you must notify the fair
at info@hcfairandrodeo.org prior to any deadlines to rectify online entry issues.

ENTRY ACCEPTANCE: In all cases, Harris County Fair and Rodeo management reserves
the right to reject, accept, or accept conditionally an application for entry and does not
guarantee space in the exhibition buildings. Rejected entries may be returned to the
applicant.

ENTRY SUBSTITUTIONS: No exhibit substitutions will be allowed after check-in deadline.
Only exhibits originally validated (tagged, tattooed, or banded) are eligible to show.
Validation cannot be transferred to non-validated animals.

EXHIBITOR SUBSTITUTIONS: Exhibitor substitutions may be made to the Advisory
Committee at check-in or the day of show by submitting an exhibitor substitution form and a
processing fee of $20 (each entry). Exhibitor substitutions are considered during
extraordinary situations (Example: car accidents, medical conditions, family emergencies,
etc.) Substitutions should be a member of a Harris County 4-H or FFA and academically
eligible.

ERRONEOUS ENTRIES: At the discretion of Harris County Fair and Rodeo management,
exhibits that have been erroneously entered may be transferred to their proper classes prior
to judging. Management will decide the disposition of each case of erroneous entry upon its
merits.

INCOMPLETE ENTRIES: Incomplete entries are defined as entries made by entry deadline
but are missing entry information, signatures, W-9’s, payment, or other required information
and may be accepted conditionally. Incomplete entries are subject to additional fees. See
miscellaneous fees. Harris County Fair and Rodeo may reject any late/incomplete entry
without explanation.

HCF&R LIVESTOCK EXHIBITOR HANDBOOK AND RULES PAGE 6
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. ENTRIES NOT CHECKED IN UPON ARRIVAL: If an exhibitor fails to check-in by the

published deadline, the entry is ineligible to compete.

. EXHIBITOR LATE ARRIVAL: If an exhibitor fails to arrive within designated arrival

time/before arrival deadline, the entry is ineligible to compete.

ENTRY DEADLINES: All youth entries must be submitted on-line no later than the date
listed in the Important Dates Document or on-line Entry Forms.

LATE ENTRY DEADLINE: There will be a LATE ENTRY fee of $250 for any market
livestock entry (one fee per exhibitor) submitted after the published deadlines listed in the
Important Dates Document and on-line entry forms. LATE entries will be accepted until
October 13, 2026 at 11:59 pm. After October 13, 2026 LATE market livestock entries will
be accepted only ON-SITE during move-in/check-in for a $350 fee paid by credit card or
cash (no checks will be accepted). LATE breeding heifer entries will be accepted ON-SITE
during move-in/check-in for a $75 fee paid by credit card or cash. No LATE entries will be
accepted after check-in and move in deadlines.

ENTRY CONTENTS: The entry must also include the following to be considered complete:
i. Payment submitted on-line by credit card (email receipt is automatically sent if
payment was processed)
ii.  Each exhibitor’s entry form(s)
iii.  One W-9 per exhibitor
iv.  Eligibility Form
v.  Acceptance of Release and Liability form per each exhibitor entered on-line or
Signed Release and Liability form per exhibitor or team entered.
vi.  All required supplemental contest materials (including registration papers for
breeding animals) with all signatures.
vii.  Items iii — v should be provided at check-in.

ENTRY FEES: All entry forms must be accompanied by related fees. If the entry form is
submitted without proceeding to the online payment submittal, the application for entry was
not received and will not be accepted. The entry system automatically issues an email
receipt for all processed entry forms and payments. If you do not receive an emailed
receipt, you must notify the fair at info@hcfairandrodeo.org prior to any deadlines to rectify
online entry issues.

. ENTRY FEES include showmanship entry.

Entry fees are as follows:

i.  Junior Premium Steer $50.00

ii.  Junior Premium Swine $50.00

ii.  Junior Premium Lamb $50.00

iv.  Junior Premium Goat $50.00

v.  Junior Market Rabbits $40.00/pen

vi.  Jr. Breeding Rabbit $25/1st rabbit & $10/additional rabbit
vii.  Poultry $40.00/pen
vii.  Ag Mechanics $40.00/each
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ix. Heifers $50.00/each
X.  Creative Arts and Horticulture See Rules for fees
xi.  Exhibitor Substitution Fee $20 per entry

RULE 3: LIMIT OF ENTRIES

a. Exhibitors may show only one (1) entry in each of the following Junior Premium shows:
Steer, Swine, Lambs, Goats, Market Rabbits, Turkey and Broilers.

b. Exhibitors may show only two (2) entries in the Junior Heifer Show.
c. Exhibitors may show an unlimited number of Junior Breeding Rabbits per exhibitor.

RULE 4: PENALTIES

a. If disqualification occurs before end of Fair lower exhibits move up. If disqualification occurs
after fair, places stay the same. All monies from the disqualified exhibit shall be forfeited.

b. If at any time any person is proved guilty of willfully, or intentionally altering any exhibit, or
disobeying any Show rules, all prizes or ribbons won by that exhibit shall be returned and
that person will be declared ineligible for that show and / or future shows.

c. No Exhibitor will be allowed to be under the influence or in possession of alcoholic
beverages or illegal drugs at any time or any place on the site grounds. Violation of this rule
will result in exhibitor and all exhibits being removed from Show and all prizes and money
forfeited.

d. Violation of this rule will result in exhibitor and all exhibits being removed from Show and all
prizes and money forfeited.

RULE 5: PROTEST PROVISION

a. All protests must be in writing and accompanied by a deposit of $300.00, which will be
forfeited if protest is not sustained. Such protest must state plainly the cause of complaint or
appeal and must be delivered to the Event Advisory Committee of the Event no later than 9
AM the morning after the judging.

b. Protests must be filed by Agriculture Science Teacher/4-H Extension Agent, or
parent/guardian of the exhibitor requesting protest.

c. Any and all differences, disputes, changes, and protests will be settled by the Event
Advisory Committee consisting of:
i. HCF&R Association Chairman of the Board
i. HCF&R Association President
ii. HCF&R Association Vice President
iv.  Event Chairman

RULE 6: VOLUNTEER HOURS

a. Exhibitors and/or a family member (14 years or older family member) are required to sign
up in advance and volunteer for 2 hours during the fair event.

VERSION 5/4/26
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y’;‘%} b. Volunteer hours must be served per exhibitor within a family/household (example: 3
i exhibitors within one household would require 6 hours total).
c. Hours can be for set-up, tear down, and during the fair. If an exhibitor fails to attend the
required volunteer hours, or fails to document their hours, their awards and premiums will

be forfeited.

d. The hours will be tracked by sign-in and sign-out sheets (or via signed/stamped volunteer
cards turned in at the fair and entered into the tracking application/I-pad) at the volunteer
table. Verbal conversations nor verbal agreements with fair committee members or officials
do not document nor substitute the requirement for volunteer hours.

. RULE 7: PREMIUM and FREEZER CHECK DISTRIBUTION
WDV‘VE/I a. Checks for monies due will be distributed only to eligible exhibitors who have:

i.  Complied with all other rules listed in the General and Livestock Exhibitor
Handbook and Rules that apply.

i. PREMIUM Awards:

a.

b.
c.

Provided a complete Thank You note during the show for their Premium Donor to
the HCF&R office/ringside table. If not provided at the show, a copy or picture of
the thank you note can be sent to info@hcfairandrodeo.org by December 15,
Volunteer hours requirements must have been fulfilled, see RULE 6 above.
PREMIUM thank you notes must have exhibitor name in return address area.

iii. FREEZER SALE Monies:

a.
b.

C.

FREEZER thank you notes must be turned in and logged at the Freezer Sale
Table prior to the exhibit being listed in the on-line buyer’s form for purchase.
For rabbits and poultry, proof of delivery of their exhibits must have been sent
to info@hcfairandrodeo.org before December 15t

FREEZER thank you notes must have exhibitor name in return address area.

iv.  Thank you notes shall meet the following requirements:

a.
b.

c.
d.

e.

f.

Written by the youth exhibitor.

An adequate message expressing gratitude and describing their experience at
the fair and plans for the money received.

Must be longer than 4 sentences.

Thank you notes on binder paper and copy paper will not be accepted, must
be an actual card.

Thank you notes deemed unacceptable by Fair management may require a
re-do.

Thank you note(s) not received deadline will forfeit all premium monies.

b. Checks are valid 90 days from issue date and will be mailed to the address provided on the
entry form once all thank you notes have been received and volunteer hours verified.

c. No checks will be reissued after 90 days from the original issue date.

VERSION 5/4/26
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LIVESTOCK GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

RULE 1: EXHIBIT CARE

a.

OWNERSHIP: To be eligible for competition, whether singly or in groups, animals must be
the bona fide property of the owner. If proof of ownership is required, a sworn affidavit must
be furnished. Jointly owned animals must be listed as so. In the group classes, jointly
owned animals may be entered and exhibited under the name of one of the co-owners
provided he/she owns a full or part interest in each of the animals in the group entry where
eligible.

. All exhibits must be purchased and raised by the exhibitor. All exhibits must be raised at a

facility located within or within 15 miles of the boundaries of Harris County. At any time
during the feeding period with or without prior notice inspections by members of the Livestock
Committee can be made. Livestock must be made available for inspection at the address listed
on validation record, entry record or any other property (public or privately owned) where the
livestock may be located. Denial of access to an exhibit shall warrant disqualification.

The exhibitor must feed, care for, and show their exhibit entered with minimal assistance
during the entire feeding period.

Exhibitors will furnish feed, feeders, and water containers, and will be responsible for the
feeding and care of their exhibits for the duration of the show.

Exhibitors of steers, heifers and hogs are responsible for the removal of animal waste from
the Livestock Barn to the provided dumpster(s).

DISEASED ANIMALS: Diseased animals cannot enter the Harris County Fair and Rodeo
livestock area or grounds. Animal Health officials, Chairmen, and/or fair management will
refuse unloading privileges to animals showing signs and symptoms of disease.

RULE 2: EAR TAGS

a.

VERSION 5/4/26
*RULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE*

All steers, lambs, goats, and swine exhibitors must have a Harris County Fair ear tag or
Harris County State Validation tag obtained during the Harris County Fair and Rodeo
Validation/Tag-In or Texas Validation in Harris County.

If not using State Validation Tags, HCF Tags must be purchased from HCF.

If a validation tag comes out (1) keep the original tag even if it is damaged, (2) immediately
contact your Agriculture Science Teacher (FFA)/County Extension Agent (4-H) and (3)
contact the Harris County Fair (info@HCfairandrodeo.orq) for HCF tags or County
Extension Agent for State Validation Tags immediately for a replacement. Prior to re-
tagging, the animals validation records will be compared to the animal upon retagging.

. Anyone found guilty by the Livestock Advisory Committee and/or Livestock Committee of

removing, tampering or replacing any 1.D. device placed on or in any exhibit will be
disqualified from the Show.
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e. All ear tags must remain affixed to the exhibit until after processing has been completed for

f.

all exhibits sold in the Freezer Sale.

No exhibits can be replaced after validation/tag-in.

RULE 3: VALIDATION

a.
TN,

ypp‘/‘g/] b.

C.

d.

e g,
Ll
NN

i ¢

g.

h.

ALL steers, lambs, goats, and swine exhibitors must attend Harris County Fair Validation
(tag-in) with the animal/s validating for Harris County Fair in 2026 regardless if animal has
a State Validation tag, steer school tag or needs HCF tag.

ALL steers, lambs, goats, and swine Harris County Fair Validation must occur before July
31 the year of the Fair. No exceptions.

The Validation Dates will be announced and listed/updated (with hours and/or changes) on
the Important Date Document on the Fair's Livestock page/website.

At Validation, each exhibitor must turn in a complete Validation Form (available on the
website Livestock page) signed by their 4-H Leader or Ag teacher signing that they are
aware that their FFA/4-H member will be showing at the Fair. Please note it is advised to
obtain this form prior to summer break.

At Validation, each exhibitor must turn in a Photo of themselves with the animal
validating. One animal per photo. Photo must be 4 x 6, in color, on photo paper. The
animal must be in profile view with exhibitor not blocking the animal. The full body of the
animal and exhibitor must be in the photo. The animal must have blankets and all leg
coverings removed in the photo. The animal and exhibitor must make up 90-80% of the
photo (close distance). Photo shall have exhibitor's name and brief animal description on
the back listing any identifying unique markings. Family tagged animals should submit 1
photo per exhibitor and animal. Photos not meeting the requirements must be retaken and
NO LATE photos will be accepted after the last validation date.

At the time of validation, the exhibitor or exhibitor’s parent/guardian must verify the animals
presented for validation and sign the validation log confirming that each animal has been
validated, photographs have been provided, required hair samples have been collected,
and tag numbers have been accurately recorded. It is the exhibitor’s or exhibitor’s
parent/guardian’s responsibility to verify all the tag numbers are accurately recorded.

Any DNA samples obtained from livestock at the time of Harris County Validation must match
DNA samples obtained at any time during the feeding period and at show or they will be
disqualified and all awards and premiums forfeited.

Tag numbers recorded at Validation must match animal descriptions and exhibitor’s names at
check-in or they will be disqualified from entering the show at check-in.
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i. A Harris County validated livestock project may not be simultaneously validated in more
than one county. Additionally, a state validated animal may not be county or state validated
under a different exhibitor's name in another county.

j-  Add replacement tag rule (arrange a date, bring to HCF, photo, with state or with HCF)

k. Ag teachers are not necessary to attend Validation.

[.  An exhibitor’s parent or legal guardian or exhibitor must be present with the exhibitor’s
animals at Validation.

m. Family validation is permitted under certain circumstances. “Family validation” means state
validating livestock with related family members in the same household, or separate, in the
case of split family divorce situations. To be eligible for family validation, the youth
participants must be related family members. “Related family members” for the purpose of
validation means nuclear family, stepfamily, or siblings via guardianship. Failure to utilize
the student’s legal name on any validation form or livestock show entry form is a violation
of the Ethics Policy and may result in disqualification. Documentation, including official
government-issued documents, may be requested in order to certify the identity and/or
custody status of the youth participant.

RULE 4: PREVIOUS AUCTIONS

a. No exhibit that has been through any other show's live auction will be eligible for the Harris
County Fair.

RULE 5: MEDICATION RULE

a. The Harris County Fair and Rodeo reserves the right to perform laboratory analysis on the
blood, urine, hair, feces, and/or body tissue of any animal entered for competition. An
exhibitor of an animal producing an analysis with an unapproved drug residue as
prohibited in this rule, will forfeit all current premium monies and may forfeit future rights and
privileges to exhibit at the Harris County Fair. The conclusions reached by the Livestock
Advisory Committee, as to whether such animal has been administered an un-approved
drug, shall be final, without recourse against the HCF&R or any of its officers, directors,
chairmen or employees.

b. Animals under the care of a licensed veterinarian and/or taking any type of performance
enhancing or other unapproved medications to include, but not limited to steroids such as
dexamethasone, diuretics, anti-inflammatories, tranquilizers, local and systemic anesthetics,
caffeine, alcohol, and any other drug not medically indicated are ineligible for competition.
Unapproved means not approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) for slaughter animals including animals that may be
destined for human consumption. The use of an FDA approved drug in an unapproved
species will constitute unapproved drug use.

c. If an animal has been administered a drug that is FDA approved for their particular species,
sufficient time must have passed so that the animal does not test positive for that drug at
check-in. The animal’s urine or other tissues must be free of all drug residues at the time of
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check-in and at any time subsequent that the show management wishes to collect

samples. It is acknowledged that drug testing can test the presence of drug residues due to
the increased accuracy of testing. If an animal is tested positive, the exhibitor shall produce
health records of dates of administration and by whom to the Livestock Committee for
consideration and disposition.

d. Exhibitor (and exhibitor’s parent or legal guardian, if exhibitor is a minor) agrees and
acknowledges that: (1) they are absolutely and solely responsible for the care and custody
of their animals; (2) Harris County Fair and Rodeo shall be entitled to disqualify an exhibitor
whose animal(s) test positive for ANY medication, even if the exhibitor and the exhibitor’'s
parents/guardians are innocent of any wrong doing and did not administer the medication;
and (3) the drug test results of the testing laboratories are final and binding upon the
exhibitor and the exhibitor’s parents/guardians.

e. Failure to cooperate on the part of the exhibitor is reason to exclude the exhibit from
Premium awards and/or Freezer Sale.

f. All Grand and Reserve Champion steers, swine, goats, and lambs can be tested, and there
may be random testing of lower placed exhibits.

RULE 6: UNETHICAL FITTING

a. Unethical fitting is deemed to mean any physical or physiological attempt to alter the natural
conformation, musculature, or weight of the exhibit by use of injections or ingested material
not conducive to the continued health of the exhibit or marketability of its carcass. Exhibits
showing, in the opinion of the Show Management, signs of having been unethically fitted will
be disqualified. As a condition for participation in the Show, every exhibitor must agree to
submit any exhibit entered by exhibitor to inspection by a veterinarian appointed by the
management, and agrees to have such exhibit submitted to any tests as may be designated
and requested by the veterinarian, and agrees that the conclusions reached by the Show
Management as to whether such exhibit is unethically fitted or over age, shall be final,
without recourse against the Show or any of its officers.

b. Harris County Fair and Rodeo will be validating through the Texas Youth Livestock
Association or through Harris County Fair Validation. State validation automatically
enforces the Texas 4-H/FFA Livestock Program Ethics Policy. This policy is also
enforced and is a requirement of Harris County Fair validation.

RULE 7: GROOMING

a. No change of the color pattern of the exhibit by painting or dyeing will be allowed except for
hoofs and dew claws. No adhesives or sprays that alter the physical shape and composition
of the animal will be allowed in the show ring during judging. Swine can only use soap and
water and shall not use any sheen or oils. A random swab test can be conducted for
unapproved grooming materials such as adhesives, hair sprays, sheen (swine), etc. No
corded clippers are allowed in the barn. If the rules are broken, that particular exhibit will be
disqualified, and all monies forfeited.
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RULE 8: ARRIVAL, CHECK-IN AND PENNING/STALLING

a. All livestock exhibits will be checked in according to the times listed on the official show
schedule. No exceptions will be made for check-in/weigh-in times.

b. All large animals (steers, goats, swine, and lambs) will be stalled/penned on a first arrival
basis. Stalls/Pens will be selected while in the move-in line via a pen map. To stall together,
you must arrive together. Holding stalls or pens will not be permitted. ALL stalls and
pen assignments are assigned by the livestock check-in tent only.

c. Livestock shall be weighed on the same scales and stalled in the show barn after weigh-in.
This will be supervised by the Livestock Committee.

d. During Check-In, a HCF representative may identify your animal as an animal to be used
during Livestock Judging Contest on Saturday. Efforts will be made to select animals who
are known to enter the freezer sale but HCF may need to select others. It is expected
exhibitors support the opportunity to provide a quality judging contest for the youth.

e. Steer divisions will be classified within their breed divisions upon check-in by a classifier
selected by the Livestock Committee.

f. Swine, lambs and goats will have two trips across the scale to make minimum weight before
being sifted. If weight on first trip across scales falls above minimum weight, that weight will
be recorded as the official show weight. If the weight on the scales falls below the minimum
weight a 3.0 Ib inaccuracy tolerance will be allocated.

g. First weight-in on steers is final. There is a 30 Ib inaccuracy scale tolerance allocated.

h. All sifted exhibits must be removed from the Livestock Barn upon being sifted.

RULE 9: BARN RULES

a. No exhibits will be allowed outside the Show barn after check-in without permission from the
Livestock Chairman or Livestock Committee Chairman.

b. Shavings are allowed in the barn and shall be provided by the exhibitor.
c. Power is provided.

d. Generators are encouraged to offset power consumption while operating livestock blowers.
Generators must be operated while outside of the building and away from doors with
properly sized extension cords. Generators must be tagged with contact name and contact
phone number.

RULE 10: SHOCKING DEVICES

a. Use of shocking devices on exhibits will not be allowed on Harris County Show grounds
except by Livestock Committee for loading purposes.
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RULE 11: BARN HOURS

a. The livestock barn will be open at 6:00 AM and close at 9:00 PM for days of the Show. No
one will be allowed in the barn after closing. All exhibits must be fed and watered between
the listed barn hours.

RULE 12: SHOWMANSHIP CLASSES

a. Shows with Showmanship classes will have a Junior and Senior Showmanship Class. The
ages for showmanship are determined by the age of the exhibitor as of August 31 the year
of the show.

b. Showmanship classes will be available for Steers, Heifers, Swine, Goats, Sheep,
Market/Breeding Rabbits, Broilers, and Turkeys.

c. Showmanship classes ages are:
Juniors Age 13 years or younger
Seniors Age 14 - 18

d. Exhibitors must show their own exhibit entered in the show during the showmanship class.

RULE 13: RELEASE OF EXHIBITS

a. No exhibits are to leave the Show barn until cleared with the Livestock Committee. Exhibits
that did not receive a premium, were not selected for Livestock Judging, and any exhibit
that the exhibitor does not want HCF&R to attempt to sell in the Freezer Sale may leave the
barn during move out hours once permission has been obtained. Times when animals will
be allowed to be removed from the barn will be limited and ALL exhibits leaving the barn
must be checked out by a Livestock Committee member or exhibitor will be subject to
penalties.

b. No substitution of Show animals will take place on Show property with exception of
deceased animals on display as Grand and Reserve (Broilers).

c. Only animals officially entered will be allowed on the Fairgrounds during their scheduled
time (see individual competition rules).

o

. Any exhibits left in the barn after 9:00 am on Sunday become the property of Harris County
Fair and Rodeo.

e. Freezer Sale animals will be placed on corresponding trailers based on buyers request on
Freezer Sale Form.

f.  Only show barn exhibits can be loaded on slaughter trailers through the Freezer Sale. If
exhibits are loaded on to slaughter trailers NOT through the Freezer Sale, the Freezer Sale
committee must be informed (species, tag numbers, exhibitor name and trailer) by Saturday
at 5:00 pm. If space is limited, HCF Freezer Sale animals shall be loaded first.
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RULE 14: FREEZER SALE

Freezer Sale prices are as follows:

Steers $3.00/Ibs Lambs $300.00
Swine $400.00 Goats $300.00
Broilers (Pen of 3) $150.00 Fryer Rabbits ~ $150.00
Turkey $150.00

a. The exhibitor may enter the freezer sale even if the exhibit was awarded premium awards in
the Livestock show. Freezer sale monies will be additional money received from a buyer of
the exhibit.

b. Exhibitors, please be advised that there is NO GUARANTEE OF SALE in the Freezer Sale.
Animals not sold in the Freezer Sale are the responsibility of the Exhibitor to remove or
move out. Exhibitors are encouraged to find Freezer Sale buyers.

c. Exhibitors must enter the Freezer Sale by submitting an on-line Freezer Sale entry form on
the Harris County Fair and Rodeo website.
i.  The entry form will be available approximately 3 weeks prior to the show.
ii.  The entry form is made available before the show to help the exhibitor advertise
their exhibits.

iii.  Once submitted the freezer sale entry form, the exhibitor and exhibitor’s family
may share on social media to help sell their exhibit/s.

iv.  Exhibitors must submit a photo, estimated weight at show (for large animals),
and a description to be visible on the HCF website. High quality photos are
recommended to attract buyers.

v. Exhibitors are strongly encouraged to have a parent/guardian read all
freezer sale rules prior to entering the sale.

vi.  Once a Freezer Sale on-line form has been submitted for an exhibit, the entry is
final, and the exhibit may not be removed or withdrawn from the sale process.
If you think you want to sell your exhibit to another showman to continue
showing, do not enter the freezer sale.

vii. The DEADLINE to enter the Freezer Sale is at 7:00 pm Thursday, October
22, 2026.

d. The Exhibits entered in the freezer sale will NOT go “LIVE” for purchase on-line until:
i.  Exhibit is checked-in at the fair.

ii.  The official weight (for large animals) recorded on the freezer sale weight card is
turned in at the freezer sale table after check-in.

iii. Afreezer sale Thank you card is turned in and logged in at the freezer sale table.
See Rule 9 for Check Distribution

iv.  Freezer sale published Go-Live Time is met (will be 1 hour after all animals
check-in on the first day of the fair).

v. Once an exhibit has gone LIVE in the sale, it shall NOT be withdrawn or
removed from the sale for any reason. This rule will be strictly enforced.
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*RULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE*

. If your exhibit is sold in the Freezer Sale or privately, please note the Texas

Validation will be revoked and becomes invalid. You cannot exhibit this animal at a
Texas validated show at a later date.

Exhibits sold in Freezer Sale may be used in a Livestock Judging competition at the
discretion of the Livestock Committee.

. Freezer Sale exhibits sold will automatically be removed from the on-line Buyer Form.

Exhibitors can check if their exhibit is sold by monitoring the Buyer’s Form on the website.

. Responsibility for delivering all exhibits sold at the Freezer Sale to a designated

prearranged destination (local delivery or slaughter trailer) and in accordance with the
buyer's contract will be up to the exhibitor. Any arrangements made between the exhibitor
and his buyer will be considered a personal arrangement.

Poultry and Rabbit exhibitors must email proof of delivery to the HCF&R @
info@HCfairandrodeo.org to receive their freezer sale proceeds by December 1st.
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RULE 15: PREMIUMS AND AWARDS

a. Premiums are hereby established as follows for Market Shows:

SPECIES GRAND RESERVE GRAND RESERVE 3RD
CHAMPION CHAMPION DIVISION DIVISION OVERALL

Premium Steers $ 3,000.00 $ 2,000.00 $500.00 $225.00

Goats $ 3,000.00 $ 2,000.00 $500.00 $225.00

Swine $ 3,000.00 $ 2,000.00 $250.00 $100.00

Lambs $ 3,000.00 $ 2,000.00 $300.00 $135.00

Broilers $ 2,000.00 $ 1,000.00 $500.00
Rabbits $ 2,000.00 $ 1,000.00 $500.00
Turkeys $ 2,000.00 $ 1,000.00 $500.00

b. Buckles and Banners will be awarded to the Grand and Reserve Champion of each
species.

c. Premiums are not accumulative. Grand champion premium will include the grand premium
but will not include the division premium as well.

d. Buckles will be awarded to Grand Champion Showman for Steers, Heifers, Swine, Goats,
Sheep, Market Rabbits, Breeding Rabbits, Broilers, and Turkeys.

e. All premiums are awarded prizes and do not represent a transaction purchasing any animal
or exhibit. Any animal receiving a premium are still eligible for future shows, and the award
does not invalidate the Texas Validation.

—h

Premium buyers/donors do NOT receive any exhibit in return for their donation.

g. An Exhibitor who has received a Premium has the option to offer the exhibit in the Freezer
Sale.
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JUNIOR PREMIUM LAMB SHOW

Date: Friday, October 23, 2026 at 10:30 am +/- Official start time will be posted 2 weeks
before show

Judge: TBD
Lamb Show Chair: Cory Shearer

Lambs may be wethers or ewes.

Each exhibitor must have a paid Harris County Fair Entry Form and Fee submitted and paid
for by the published livestock entry deadline (in the Important Date document) through the
HCF Website. Refer to General Rule 2.j. LATE ENTRY RULE for more information.

All sheep will be validated by Harris County Fair. The sheep will be tagged by Harris County
Fair or Harris County State AgriLife Validation System. The HCF validation dates will be
posted online and in the Important Dates document. Any exhibit not attending validation will
be considered ineligible. If not using State Validation Tags, HCF Tags must be purchased
from HCF. If a tag comes out, contact your Agriculture Science Teacher/4-H Extension
Agent immediately for replacement and refer to Livestock Rule 2. Family ownership of
lambs is allowed, as long as all exhibitor names are listed on the validation form/records.

. All ewe lambs shall have either a Harris County State AgriLife Validation Tag or a Scrappies

USDA tag.

Upon arrival at the Show, lambs must be slick shorn from knee and hock up. Lambs with
excessive wool will not be weighed until shorn to meet the satisfaction of sifter. Cordless
clippers only for touch ups at the show. Soap and water only may be used for grooming
prior to entering the show ring. The presence of talc, adhesives, oils, or any foreign
materials is prohibited on the animals in the show ring. See Rule 7 for specific grooming
rules.

Minimum weight for lambs is 70 Ibs.

Lamb and goat grooming stands are permitted.

Above stall storage is recommended but not required. All tack must be out of alley ways.
There will be 5 divisions for the lamb show: Dorper, Southdown, Fine Wool, Fine Wool
Cross and Medium Wool. There will be no minimum head quantity to make a breed
division. A classifier will approve or deny this breed upon exiting the scale. The classifier
will use the Texas Extension Office Sheep Classification Guidelines for division
specifications which are provided on the following pages. Lambs not classified as their
selected breed will be moved to Medium Wool.

There will be no class premiums.

Ribbons will be awarded for places 1st through 6.
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Lamb Breed Classification Guidelines

A collaboration by the Texas County Agricultural Agents Association, Agriculture
Teachers Association of Texas, TCAAA Animal Industries Committee, Texas FFA Major
Livestock Show Advisory Committee, Texas FFA, and Texas 4-H.

Please keep in mind, registration papers, breeder affidavits, or other paperwork is not
considered in the classification process. Eligibility for the class is determined only by visual
appraisal, as evaluated by classifiers appointed by show management.

CLASSIFICATION TERMS:

Acceptable: Characteristics that represent the breed.

Discriminatory: Characteristics that are not reason for absolute disqualification but in
combination with other discriminatory visual characteristics could lead to removal from a
breed division.

Absolute Disqualifications: Unfavorable visual characteristics resulting in removal
from a breed division.

Scur: Horn growth that is not completely attached to the skull.
Birthmark: Dark pigmented skin with dark fiber present within the margins of the
pigmentation.

FINEWOOL

Acceptable

Rambouillet, Delaine, Debouillet, or a cross between these breeds.
Silky, white face.

Silky ears, medium to moderate in length.

Soft pelt.

Yellow to white hooves (neutral).

Black pads on hooves and black dew claws.

Minimal amount of black streaking in the hooves. Less than 1/8 of
cumulative hoof surface.

Nose should be neutral to pink in color.

9. May be polled or horned. Horns must be indicative of acceptable Finewool
breeds.

N A LD =

*®

Discriminatory
1. Moderate amounts of brown or black spots in the skin and/or wool.
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2. Moderate freckling or pigmented skin (brown or black) on the ears, eyes, nose,
and lips.

3. Black eyelashes.
. Excessive black streaking in hooves more than 1/8 cumulative of hoof surface.
5. Birthmarks.

Absolute Disqualification
1. Excessively coarse britch and/or harsh pelt.
2. Excessive coarse, chalky, white hair on the face, in the flanks, and/or down the
front and/or rear legs.
3. Excessive brown or black spots in the skin and/or wool.

Excessive freckling or pigmented skin (brown or black) on the ears, eyes, nose,
and lips.

Brown or black spots in hairline above the hooves to the dew claw.

Solid black toe orhooves.

Black lambs.

Surgical alterations other than re-docking.

Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge gene.

10. Head, ear and/or horn shape non-typical to the Finewool breeds (Rambouillet,
Delaine, Debouillet, or a cross between these breeds).

A S AN

Finewools classed out will be assigned to either the Finewool Cross or Medium wool
breeds at the determination of the classifiers.

FINEWOOL CROSS
Acceptable

1. The standard for Finewool Crosses is a Finewool Ewe (Rambouillet, Delaine,
Debouiillet, or a cross between these breeds) bred to a Hampshire or Suffolk
Rams only.

Soft pelt which is characteristic of %2 blood wool (60's-62's spinning count).
Face and ears should be soft and silky.
Spotting and/or brown face and ears.

Moderate spotting and/or brown legs not extending above the rear flank and fore
flank.

6. Wool must be present below the hocks on the rear legs; wool below the knees
on the front legs is not necessary.

7. Reddish, rust colored legs are acceptable.
8. Birthmarks.

AN

VERSION 5/4/26

e T e HCF&R LIVESTOCK EXHIBITOR HANDBOOK AND RULES PAGE 21



9. Scurs are acceptable.

Discriminatory

1. Excessive black spotting in the skin above the knees and hocks.

2. Moderate black or chocolate brown color on face, ears and legs (including wool).
3. Moderately coarse britch and/or harsh

pelt.

4. White-faced or ring-eyed crosses.

5. Moderately coarse, chalky, white hair on the face, in the flanks, and/or down
the front and/or rear legs.

6. Horns are discriminatory on finewool crosses (except classed out finewools
with horns indicative of acceptable finewool breeds).

Absolute Disqualification

1. Excessive black or dark chocolate brown color on face, ears, and legs (including
wool).

2. Excessively coarse britch and/or harsh pelt.

3. Excessive coarse, chalky, white hair on the face, in the flanks, and/or down
the front and/or rear legs.

4. Total absence of wool on rear legs.

5. Black lambs.

6. Evidence of other breeds including, but not limited to Dorset and Southdown
breed types (head and ear shape of Dorset and/or Southdown).

7. Surgical alterations other than re-docking.

8. Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge gene.

SOUTHDOWN

Acceptable

1. Hair color on muzzle should be mouse-colored, gray to brown and match color on
legs and pasterns.

Nostril pigmentation may be black to purplish-gray.

Head and muzzle should be broad and proportional to body.

Head of moderate length and in proportion to body.

Ears of moderate length, in proportion to body, and covered with short hair or wool.
Black hooves.

Slight chalk around eyes.

Slight chalk around muzzle.

e AR
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9. Spots or speckles in the skin only when shorn.
10. Birthmarks.

Discriminatory

1. Solid white color or dark chocolate color on muzzle and/orhead.
Coarse britch and/or harsh pelt.

Predominately pink nose with few black spots.

Excessive black pigmentation on ears.

No hair or wool on ears.

Scurs.

Absence of wool between scur areas.

Striped hooves.

Reddish, rust colored hair above hoof to pastern.

10. Black fibers in wool outside of birthmark.

N I SRS

Absolute Disqualification

1. Speckled face, ears, orlegs.

Horns.

White hooves.

Intentional alteration of hair color or skin pigmentation.
Total pink pigmentation of nostrils.

Black lambs.

Surgical alterations other than re-docking.

Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge.

Excessive ear size and length not in proportion to head.

10. Head, ear shape non-typical to the Southdown breed.

A SR B AN A ol

DORPER

Acceptable

1. Must be a Dorper or White Dorper.

2. Conformation: long, deep, wide body with well sprung ribs and excellent muscling.
Color: Dorper — white sheep with black limited to head, neck, and forequarters

not below the knee or behind the heart girth; White Dorper — white sheep.

Must have at least 1/3 hair primarily on belly, forearm, and britch.

100% hair below the knees and hocks.

100% hair forward of poll.

Moderate size ear with no wool covering.

et
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8. Head should be strong, bold with a deep jaw.

9. Polled or small horns or scurs.

10. Spots or speckled pigment in the skin only when shorn.
11. Black spots above the hoof line and below the dewclaw.

Discriminatory

1. Tall, leggy, shallow, and/or narrow-bodied lambs.

2. Alimited amount of dark fibered spots on body and underline behind heart
girth not to exceed a cumulative total of the size of a softball.

3. A white sheep with brown or red colored speckles in the covering, confined
to the head and neck.

4. Excessive wool covering more than 2/3 of body (belly, forearm, and britch).
5. Wool forward of poll.
6. Heavy horns.

Absolute Disqualification

1. All wool or very little evidence of hair on belly, forearm, or britch.

Wool below the knees or hocks.

Wool on the ears.

Excessive amount of black fibered spots, on the body and underline
behind heart girth exceeding a cumulative total of the size of a softball.
Black below the knee/hock to the dewclaw.

Tri-colored sheep

A white sheep with black hooves (stripes or solid) and/or black on nose.
Solid brown, red, rust colored head.

Strong breed characteristics of breeds other than Dorper or White Dorper,

including but not limited to characteristics such as long pendulous ears and long
narrow muzzle.

10. Head, ear shape non-typical of the Dorper or White Dorper breed.
11. Surgical alterations other than re-docking.

12. Steep hip or tendency to show callipyge gene.

13. Evidence of color alterations.

Bl e
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MEDIUM WOOL

This class generally includes the Suffolk and Hampshire breeds, plus all lambs that do not fit into
the Finewool, Finewool Cross, Southdown, or Dorper breed class.
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JUNIOR PREMIUM GOAT SHOW
Date: October 23, 2026 at 2pm +/- Official start time will be posted 2 weeks before show

Judge: TBD
Goat Show Chair: Cory Shearer

a. Goats can be does or wethers.

b. Each exhibitor must have a paid Harris County Fair Entry Form and Fee submitted and paid
for by the published livestock entry deadline (in the Important Date document) through the
HCF Website. Refer to General Rule 2.j. LATE ENTRY RULE for more information.

c. The show is open to any breed or crossbreed.

d. All goats will be validated by the Harris County Fair. The goats will be tagged by Harris
County Fair or Harris County State AgriLife Validation System. The HCF validation dates
will be posted online and in the Important Dates document. Any exhibit not attending
validation will be considered ineligible. If not using State Validation Tags, HCF Tags must
be purchased from HCF. If a tag comes out, contact your Agriculture Science Teacher/4-H
Extension Agent immediately for replacement and refer to Livestock Rule 2. Family
ownership of goats is allowed, as long as all exhibitor names are listed on the validation
form/records.

e. All does shall have either a Harris County State AgriLife Validation Tag or a Scrappies
USDA tag.

f. Upon arrival at the Show, goats must be slick shorn to no more than 3/8” from knee and
hock up, excluding the tail switch prior to arrival. Goats with excessive hair will not be
weighed until shorn to meet the satisfaction of the sifter. Cordless clippers only for touch
ups at the show. The presence of adhesives, oils, or any foreign materials is prohibited on
the animals in the show ring. See Rule 7 for specific grooming rules.

g. The minimum weight for goats is 40 Ibs.

h. Lamb and goat grooming stands are permitted.

i. Above stall storage is highly recommended but not required. All tack must be out of alley
ways.

j-  There will be 3 divisions for the goat show: Lightweight, Medium Weight, Heavyweight.
k. Exhibitors will be permitted to use halters or neck collars in the Show ring.
I.  There will be no class premiums.

m. Ribbons will be awarded for places 15t through 6t
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Vepares

JUNIOR PREMIUM SWINE SHOW

Date: Friday, October 23, 2026 at 8:00 am +/- Official start time will be posted 2 weeks before
show

Judge: TBD
Swine Chair: T.J. Palisin

a. Market swine can be barrows or gilts. Gilts may show with the barrows and can be entered
into the freezer sale.

b. Each exhibitor must have a paid Harris County Fair Entry Form and Fee submitted and paid
for by the published livestock entry deadline (in the Important Date document) through the
HCF Website. Refer to General Rule 2.j. LATE ENTRY RULE for more information.

Swine will be shown by breed. There will be 6 breed divisions: OPB, Duroc, York,
Hampshire, Dark Cross, and Other Crosses. A classifier will approve or deny this breed
upon exiting the scale. The classifier will use the Texas Extension Office Swine
Classification Guidelines for division specifications provided in the following pages. No black
is allowed on Other Crosses. Swine not classified will move to corresponding Cross
division.

o

d. All swine will be validated by the Harris County Fair. The swine will be tagged by Harris
County Fair or Harris County State AgriLife Validation System. The HCF validation dates
will be posted online and in the Important Dates document. Any exhibit not attending
validation will be considered ineligible. If not using State Validation Tags, HCF Tags must
be purchased from HCF. If a tag comes out, contact your Agriculture Science Teacher/4-H
Extension Agent immediately for replacement and refer to Livestock Rule 2. Family
ownership of swine are allowed, as long as all exhibitor names are listed on the validation
form/records.

e. Swine must be pre-clipped prior to arrival. Cordless clippers only for touch ups. No
grooming substances will be used on swine except water prior to entering show ring. The
presence of talc, oils, or any foreign materials is prohibited on the animals in the Swine
Show ring. See Rule 7 for specific grooming rules.

f. Above stall storage is recommended but not required. All tack must be out of alley ways.

g. The minimum weight for hogs is 220 Ibs.

h. No show boxes larger than 30" wide x 48” long will be allowed. Show boxes cannot block
walkways.

i. There will be no class premiums.

j- Ribbons will be awarded for places 15t through 6.
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August 2019

Swine Breed Classification Guidelines

A collaboration by the Texas County Agricultural Agents Association,
Vocational Agriculture Teachers Association of Texas, Animal Industries
Committee, Texas FFA, Texas 4-H and Texas Pork Producers Association.

TEXAS MQV

PRODUCER
ASSOCIATION

Please keep in mind, registration papers, breeder affidavits, or other paperwork is not
considered in the classification process. Eligibility for the class is determined only by
visual appraisal, as evaluated by classifiers appointed by show management.

CLASSIFICATION TERMS:
Ideal: Characteristics in combination that most accurately represent the breed.
Acceptable: Characteristics that represent the breed.

Discriminatory: Characteristics that are not reason for absolute disqualification but in
combination with other discriminatory visual characteristics could lead to removal
from a breed division.

Absolute Disqualifications: Unfavorable visual characteristics resulting in removal
from a breed division.
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BERKSHIRE

Ideal
1. Predominantly black possessing Berkshire breed character with regards to skull shape
and ear shape.
2. A Berkshire should have six white points: nose, each leg/foot and at end of tail (unless tail
is docked).
3. Erect ears.

Acceptable
1. An occasional splash of white skin/hair may appear on the body.

2. Three of the four legs/feet must be white.

3. Ear can have white on it (not full coverage).

4. Red or fawn hair, if over black or white skin pigmentation.

5. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Gray pigmentation on the body (spotting or mottling pattern).
2. Moderate amount of white skin splashes.

Absolute Disqualification
1. Solid white or solid black face from base of ear forward.
2. Solid black nose (white does not break rim of nose).
3. Solid white ear.
4. Excessive white on the body.

a. Full coverage of white coming up the lower one-third of the body (not including
legs) that extends from the base of the jaw through sternum and lower body
through seam of the ham.

b. White splash extends from rear leg to upper hip.

5. White skin or hair that continuously encircles the body anywhere between the base of
the ear and the base of the tail.
6. Any evidence of belt formation on the body.
Lacks breed character with regards to skull and/or ear shape.
8. Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.

~
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CHESTER WHITE

Ideal
1. Solid white in color possessing Chester White breed character.
2. Medium sized ears are down when hog is in a relaxed position.

Acceptable
1. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Partially erect/level ear.
2. Skin pigmentation.

Absolute Disqualification
1. Erect ears.
2. Colored hair.
3. Color on the skin, cumulatively larger than a U.S. minted silver dollar.
4. Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.

DUROC

Ideal
1. Must be red in color, possessing Duroc breed character.
2. Ears are down when hog is in a relaxed position.

Acceptable
1. Acceptable colors range from light red to dark brown.
2. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Minimal amounts of black hair.
2. Black spots on the skin under two inches in diameter.
3. Partially erect/level ears.

Absolute Disqualifications
1. Excessive amounts of black hair.
2. White hair.
3. White skin on the body or legs, or that extends over the rim of the nose.
4. Four (4) or more black spots on the skin, any of which are larger than two (2) inches in
diameter.
Evidence of a belt.
Erect ears.
7. Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.

oW
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HAMPSHIRE
Ideal

1. Black in color with a full white belt over the shoulders encompassing both front legs/feet.
2. Possess Hampshire breed character with regards to skull shape and ear shape.
3. Erect ears.

Acceptable
1. Black head with a white body, with evidence of pigment and freckling down the top.
2. White belt starting on a front foot/leg; belt partially encircles body extending to at least
the chest floor (halfbelt).
3. Freckling in the belt.
4. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Large spots within the belt.
Belt is in front of or behind a solid black front leg.
If belt v’s and progresses towards the poll (base of the ear).
White tip on tail, if docked.
White on rear leg extends to the base of the ham.

nhAwN

Absolute Disqualification
1. Streaking or evidence of white on forehead.
2. White skin extends over the rim of the nose.
3. When mouth is closed, the white under the chin cannot exceed what a U.S. minted
quarter will cover.

4. Black head with a white body without freckles or pigmentation.
5. Belt extends past the sheath (sheath must be black).

6. Excessive frosting or white hair outside the belt.

7. Red hair.

8. Droopy or floppy ears.

9.

Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.
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LANDRACE

Ideal
1. Must be solid white possessing Landrace breed character.
2. Large ears that droop and slant forward coming to a sharp point.

Acceptable
1. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Short rounded ears.
2. Short snout mimicking that of a Chester White.

Absolute Disqualification
1. Erectears.
. Any hair color other than white.
3. More than 3 spots of skin pigmentation; each individual spot cannot be larger than a U.S.
minted quarter.
4. Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.

POLAND CHINA

Ideal
1. Predominantly black possessing Poland China breed character.
2. A Poland China should have six white points: nose, each leg/foot and at the end of the tail
(unless tail is docked).
3. Ears are down when hog is in a relaxed position.

Acceptable
1. A slight continuation of white from the legs to the body.
2. Ear may have white on it.
3. Three of the four legs must be white.
4. May have an occasional splash of white on the body.
5. Hair and skin texture can vary from coarse to thin, and color can vary from dark black to

ashy/pale.
6. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Partially erect/level ears.
2. A moderate continuation of white from the legs to the body.
3. Moderate freestanding white, not attached to aleg.

Absolute Disqualification

Erect ears.

Solid white or solid black face.

More than one solid black leg.

If the white on a solid white ear goes past the base of the ear.

An excessive continuation of white from the legs, encompassing the upper hip or
shoulder.

M
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6. Excessive freestanding white, not attached to a leg.
7. Evidence of belt formation.
8. Red or sandy hair.
9. Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.
SPOTTED
Ideal

1. Must be black and white, possessing Spotted breed character.
2. Ears are down when hog is in a relaxed position.

Acceptable
1. Predominantly black with white spots or predominantly white with black spots.
2. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Partially erect/level ears.
2. Moderate brown spots.

Absolute Disqualification
1. Erect ears.
2. Solid black head from base of ears forward.
3. Distinct white belt pattern (hair or skin) encircling and extending down and onto each
shoulder.
4. Red hair.
Excessive brown spots.
6. Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.

b
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YORKSHIRE

Ideal
1. Must be completely white in color possessing Yorkshire breed character.
2. FErect ears.

Acceptable
1. Ear deformity/ear folded in a backwards position towards hog’s body (crinkled ear).

Discriminatory
1. Excessively large or wavy ears.
2. Color pigmentation (on body):
a. Two individual pigmentation spots of which neither can be larger than a U.S.
minted dime.
b. One pigmentation spot cannot be larger than a U.S. minted quarter.

Absolute Disqualification

1. Any hair color that is NOT white.

2. Broken/down ears.

3. Combined pigmentation spots that exceed a U.S. minted silver dollar.

4. Any series of dots that indicate masking.

5. Any evidence of physical tampering that would alter breed character.
CROSSBRED

Recommendations for Rodeo Austin and the San Angelo Stock Show.

Light Cross:
1. Any pigs with white and/or blue only.

Dark Cross/Other Cross:
1. All other colors (i.e. black, red and sandy).
2. Excluding solid white or blue.

No recommendations for the Houston Livestock Show, San Antonio Stock Show, Fort Worth
Stock Show or State Fair of Texas based upon current breed and class requirements.
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BERKSHIRE Breed Classification Guidelines

Ideal:

Acceptable:

VA
" Three of the four legs/feet
must be white.

/
/

;'\n occasional splash of white skin/
hair may appear on the body.

Discriminatory:

Moderate
amount of

white skin
splashes.
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Absolute Disqualification:

Solid white or
solid black face
from the base of
the ear forward.

White skin or hair that
J continuously encircles the
body anywhere between
the base of the ear and the
base of the tail.

Excessive white on the body.

a. Full coverage of white coming up the lower one-third of the body (not
including legs) that extends from the base of the jaw through sternum and
lower body through seam of the ham.

b. White splash extends from rear leg to upper hip.

Lacking Berkshire
Solid white ear. Solid black nose (white breed character with
does not break the nm of regards to skull shape
the nose). and ear shape.
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CHESTER WHITE
Ideal:

3

Discriminatory:

=

Absolute Disqualification:

N

—

DUROC
Ideal:

Discriminatory:
ré\ -z -\ﬁ
Absolute Disqualification:
T, 7

¢ ]

T

L -

4]
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HAMPSHIRE
Ideal:

I |

Black head with a white
body, with evidence of

i pigment and freckling
/ down the top.
\ White belt starting on
T —1\ / a front foot/leg; belt
] l partially encircles body
- L extending to at least the
= chest floor (half belt).

Acceptable:

Freckling in the belt.

White on rear leg is below
the base of the ham. / /

Large spots within the belt.

Belt 1s i front of or behind
a solid black front leg.

If belt v's and progresses towards White tip on tail, if docked. “White on rear leg extends to the base
the poll (base of the ear). of the ham.
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Absolute Disqualification:

Streaking or evidence of White skin extends over White under the chm
white on forehead. the rim of the nose. cannot exceed what a U.S.
minted gquarter will cover.

{:?J___ I
f
\
\ = |
{ ;I'/I - | f
{ _.-'x A \ I l'
-
Black head with a white body without Belt extends past the sheath
freckles or pigmentation. (sheath must be black).

( AR L
|'r e B

White on rear leg extends above the
base of the ham.
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LANDRACE
Ideal:

Discriminatory:

Absolute Disqualification:
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POLAND CHINA
Ideal:

\ | Ly
\ |

A slight continuation of white
from the legs to the body.

=% [ L\
| o | L ]
\

Three of the four legs May have an occasional splash of
must be white. white on the body.

Discriminatory:

A moderate continuation
of white from the legs

to the body or moderate
freestanding white, not
attached to a leg.
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Absolute Disqualification:

/ \ /
L WA - ( =2

3 -

Solid white or sélid black face. More than one solid black leg.

If the white on a solid white ear Evidence of belt formation.
goes past the base of the ear.

A

[ /\\ L)\
P15
|

i L —

An excessive continuation of white from the legs,
encompassing the upper hip or shoulder.

Excessive freestanding white,
not attached to a leg.
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POLAND CHINA & SPOTTED
Ideal:

Discriminatory:

Absolute Disqualification:
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SPOTTED

Ideal:

N

Acceptable:

Predominantly white with Predommantly black with
black spots. white spots.

Absolute Disqualification:

Solid black head from DRMICE Whie el et (e
or skin) encircling and extending

bae of e S down and onto each shoulder.
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YORKSHIRE:
Ideal:

Ve

s —

U
T~

e

Discriminatory:

Absolute Disqualification:
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JUNIOR PREMIUM STEER SHOW

Date: Friday, October 23, 2026 at 5:00 pm +/- Official start time will be posted 2 weeks before
show

Judge: TBD
Cattle Chair: Ray Foster

a. Each exhibitor must have a paid Harris County Fair Entry Form and Fee submitted and paid
for by the published livestock entry deadline (in the Important Date document) through the
HCF Website. Refer to General Rule 2.j. LATE ENTRY RULE for more information.

b. ALL steers will be validated by the Harris County Fair. The steers will be tagged by Harris
County Fair or Harris County State AgriLife Validation System or School (school shows).
The HCF validation dates will be posted online and in the Important Dates document. Any
exhibit not attending validation will be considered ineligible. If not using State Validation
Tags, and the steer is not an ISD steer, HCF Tags must be purchased from HCF. If a tag
comes out, contact your Agriculture Science Teacher/4-H Extension Agent immediately for
replacement. Family ownership of steers is allowed, as long as all exhibitor names are listed
on the validation form/records.

c. School/district “draw” steers are allowed to validate and enter HCF. School steers must
attend validation. School steers do not have to purchase a HCF tag.

d. Steers may be haired or slicked. Steers must be clipped or slicked prior to arrival. Slicked
steers shall be clipped to no more than %4” of hair on any part of the body, except the tail
switch (the tail switch being no longer than 12” above the end of the cartilage of the tail).
Cordless touchup clipping will be allowed. See Grooming Rule 7 for specific grooming rules.
Soap and water only may be used for grooming prior to entering the Show ring. Any exhibit
which shows evidence of artificial coloring except hoof dressing on hooves and dew claws,
will be disqualified.

e. Steers will be broken into the following 4 divisions: American, British, Exotic, and Slicked.
Exhibitors will choose their division of choice on their weight card at check-in. A classifier

will approve or deny this division upon exiting the scale. The classifier will use the Texas
Extension Office Cattle Classification Guidelines are provided after heifers.

f. For safety purposes, a wild or unruly cattle may be disqualified from showing and asked to
leave the facility.

g. The minimum weight for steers is 700 Ibs.

h. Cattle trim/grooming chutes are not permitted.

i. All steers must have a necktie and halter on them while stalled in Livestock Barn.
j-  There will be no class premiums.

k. Ribbons will be awarded for places 1st through 6th.
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JUNIOR BREEDING HEIFER SHOW

Date: Saturday, October 24, 2026 at 1:00 pm (or 30 min after rabbits) +/- Official start time
will be posted 2 weeks before show

Judge: TBD
Cattle Chair: Ray Foster

a. Each exhibitor must have a paid Harris County Fair Entry Form and Fee submitted and paid
for by the published livestock entry deadline (in the Important Date document) through the
HCF Website. Refer to General Rule 2.j. LATE ENTRY RULE for more information.

b. All heifers do not need to be Validated through the County Extension office, nor do they
exhibitor's name by September 20t of the year of the show. There will be no family
ownership of heifers.

a. Heifers must be pre-clipped prior to show. Scissors and cordless clippers will be allowed for
trimming. See Grooming Rule 7 for specific grooming rules. Soap and water only may be
used for grooming prior to entering the Show ring. Any exhibit which shows evidence of
artificial coloring except hoof dressing on hooves and dew claws, will be disqualified.

b. For safety purposes, a wild or unruly cattle may be disqualified from showing and asked to
leave the facility.

c. All cattle must have a necktie and halter on them while stalled in Livestock Barn.
d. Cattle trim/grooming chutes are not permitted.

e. Breeding Heifers will be broken into the following divisions: American, British, Exotic.
Exhibitors’ divisions will be based on their papered breed, using the Texas Extension Office
Cattle Classification Guidelines for division specifications provided in the following pages.

f. Each division will be broken into the following classes based on age**:

i. Class 1: January 2026-Show Date

ii. Class 2: September 2026-December 2025
iii.  Class 3: May 2025- August 2025
iv.  Class 4: January 2025- April 2025

v. Class 5: September 2024- December 2024
vi.  Class 6: May 2024- August 2024

** These classes are subject to change, based on the number of entries in a certain age range.

g. Buckles will be awarded to Grand Champion, Reserve Champion, and Champion Breed.
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TEXAS ALM ANSC-PU-431 10

RILIFE
EXTENSION

2024-2028 TEXAS SHOW STEER
BREED CLASSIFICATION GUIDELINES

Jason Cleere', David Groschke', Wade Shackelford®

Classifying the breed of a show steer in Texas Considerations: The following will be considered at the
used to be easy. Only three British breeds were discretion of the classification committee: birthmarks or
shown. Crossbreeding among them was rare and scarring (due to hot iren branding. freeze branding. or
easily recognized, and only Brahman crosses were injury-caused discoloration).

shown in Texas.

Today, there are as many as 17 breeds and breed-cross BH ITI SH T‘lr PE
classes in Texas shows, among about 75 breeds of
cattle in the U.5. that could contribute to the genetic
makeup of a steer.

This group includes catte that appear to be
purebred Angus, Hereford, Polled Hereford, Red
Angus, and Shorthorn.

To an ocutsider or novice, placing a steer in a breed class

might appear to be simple. Just read the specifications Angus

for @ class and then find &n animsl that mests the Acceptable Breed Characlerisiics:

criteria, right? Please keep in mind: registration papers,

breeder affidavits, or other paperwork is not considered Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a
in the classification process. Eligibility for the class is purebred Angus.

determined only by visual appraisal, as evaluated by
classifiers appointed by show management.

= Solid black.

= Polled (i.e.. born without horns).

ELASSIFIEAT"]H TEHMS = Meeds to have a sheath that is round and

perpendicular to the ground.
Ideal Characteristics: Characteristics in combination

that most accurately represent the breed = Angus-type ear set, small to moderate ear size sitting

high on the head and tying horizontally into the poll.

Discriminatory Breed Characteristics:

* Continental breed type structure (being coarse

about his joints, not to be confused with big-boned
that are not reason for absolute disqualification cattle] and head.

but in combination with other discriminatoery visual
characteristics could lead to disqualification.

Acceptable Breed Characteristics: Characteristics that
represent the bread.

Discriminatory Breed Characteristics: Characteristics

= Bumps or a ridge where horns would be on
a horned animal.

Absolute Disqualifications: Unfavorable visual

characteristics resulting in remowal from a

breed division.

Birthmarks or white hair in the switch should be
reviewed for the skin color (black skin color is
acceptable; white or pink skin is a disqualification).

= Mon-Angus-type ear set (ear set and excessive ear
size as in Continental breeds).

Wexas ALM AgriLIfe Extension

= Large navels and angular sheaths.
*Praspes 15D

TEXAS A
AGRILIFE .1
EXTENSION
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Absolute Disqualifications:

= White skin resulting in white hair abowve the underline
or in the front of the navel {(white on the navel
iz acceptable).

= White skin resulting in white hair on the
leg. foot, or tail.

* Horns or scurs.

= Brindle.

* Diluter color pattern.

= Dehorning scars.

= Double muscling.

= A defined ridge/bump running vertically from the

center of the skull inte the poll {i.e., TH Bump).

Hereford
\deal Breed Charactenstics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a
purebred Hereford.

= Some white on the back of both ears.

= Red body with white face, white underline, some
white on lower 173 of leg.

= Traditional feather on neck.

* Horned Herefords must show evidence of
being dehorned.

Acceprable Breed Charactenstics:

(These characteristics are not necessarily desirable and in
combinagtion may be discriminating.)

* Dark red color.

* Red neck.

= Eye pigment.

= Solid red ear(s).

= Black hair in tail {or ear of animal).

= Freckling on the nose/fface.

* White abowve switch in tail.

= White across rump abowve the twist.

= White on legs.

= White above the underline.
[]lSl:FlfIHﬂETIJF'I' Breed Charactenstics:

* Solid white ear(s).

* Larger ear size.

= Straight-lime white markings on legs or tail
above the switch.

TEXAS AEM
K\GRI LIFE
EXTENSION

= White above the hocks {on the cutside and back
side of rear legs).

= Excess pigment or coler around the eyes.
= Red neck in combination with excess white on legs.
= Excessive line back.
= Coarse joints.
* Head:
= Dish head
= Excessive long head
= Roman nose
= Extreme muscle definition.
Absolute Dig []lIE||f|BET|EI ns:
= Solid black nose.
* Diluter colar pattern.
= Streaking of white from the feather off the shoulder.
= Brindles.
= Double muscling.

= Amny color pattern other than red or white
(birthmarks excluded).

= Excessive black hair on legs.

Polled Hereford
deal Breed Charactenismics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a
purebred Polled Hereford.

* Some white on the back of both ears.

= Red body with white face, white underline, and some
white on lower 173 of leg.

* Traditional feather on neck.
* Must be polled or have loose scurs.
Acceptable Breed Charactenighcs:

(These characteristics are not necessarily desirable and in
combination may be discriminating.)

= Dark red color.

= Red neck.

= Eye pigment.

= Solid red ear(s).

= Black hair in tail {or ear of animal).
= Freckling on the nose/fface.

= White abowve switch in tail.

= White across rump abowve the twist

= White on legs.
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= White above the underline.

ﬂlSﬂFlﬂHﬂETEIF'I' Breed Charactersmcs:
= Solid white earis).
= Larger ear size.

= Straight-line white markings on legs or tail
above the switch.

= White abowve the hocks, on the outside and back
side of rear legs.

= Excess pigment or color around the eyes.
* Red neck in combination with excess white on legs.
= Excessive line back.
» Cparse joints.
* Head:
* Diish head
* Excessive long head
* Roman nose
* Extreme muscle definition.
Absolute Disqualificarions:
= Horn attachment to the skull.

= Evidence of tampering with horns {or
dehorning scars).

= Solid black nose.

= Diluter color pattern.

* Streaking of white from the feather off the shoulder.
* Brindles.

* Double muscling.

= Any color pattern other than red or white
[pirchmarks excluded).

= Excessive black hair on legs.

Red Angus
Acceprable Breed Charactensiics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics
of a Red Angus.

= Solid red (shades may vary).
= Polled.
= A blond, light red {or mixed switch).

= Cattle may have black hair on the tail, muzzle, face,
neack, and legs.

* Meeds to have a sheath that is round and
perpendicular to the ground.

TEXAS ARM
AGRILIFE
EXTENSION

Discriminatory Breed Characteristics:

» Coarse joints (not to be confused with
big-boned cattle).

= Solid white switch.

= Smutfgray nose pigmentation.

Abzolure Dis []llE||f|BET|EI na:
= Horns or scurs breaking through the skin.

= White skin resulting in white hair above the underline
or in front of the navel (white on navel is acceptable).

= White skin resulting im white hair on the leg
or tailfswitch.

* Black pigmentation of the skin {not to be confused
with freckling on the nose or anus).

= Roaning.

= Dehorning scars or evidence of dehorning.

= Black skin on the nose.

= A defined ridge/bump running vertically from the

center of the skull into the poll {i.e.. TH Bump).

Shorthorn
Acceprable Breed Classifications:

= Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a
purebred Shorthorn.

= Red with white hair in tail switch.

= White with red hair or red pigment on ear,
muzzle, anus, or tail.

= Any combination of red and white, with the red and
white color pattern bleeding together.

DlS[:”I'ﬂlI'IEH]F'l' Breed Characteristics:
= Drange or light red color.
= Black nose pigment.
= Coarse head.
= Coarse joints/structure.
* Solid red with red tail switch.
= Round muscle pattern.
Abzolure Dis []llE||f|BET|EI na:
= Diluter color patcern (e.g., yellow or yellow roan).
= Blacks, blue roans, or grays.
= Brindle.

* Solid white with no red pigment on the
ears, tail, or anus.

= Motley-face or brockle-face.

= Black hair (any location).
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‘ Figure 1. Examples of sheath scores.

BRAHMAN TYPE (ABC)

This group is sometimes called American breeds.
Physical evidence of Brahman background is important
and includes ear length, ear shape, amount of hide, and
hump/crest (Figs. 1 and 2).

Figure 2. Examples of non-Brahman-influence and
Brahman-influenced ears for American breeds cross.

TEXAS ARM
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Acceptable Breed Characteristics:

v

Any color (or color pattern).

v

Progression of importance te include Bos indicuws-
influenced head (longer from eye-to-nose than

from eye-to-poll), eye (e.g., almond shaped). ear of
adequate length (slightly drooping, slightly tapering
at the end, and opening down and forward), showing
Bos indicus-influenced sheath.

v

Crest (or evidence of hump).

v

With adequate Bos indicus head, eye, and ear
characteristics (sheath score is of less importance).
Discriminatory Breed Characteristics:

* Bos taurus head.

* Bos taurus short ear.

= Bos taurus eye.

* Sheath score of 1.

= Slick neck {lack of crest or evidence of hump).

Absolute Disgualifications;

A combination of a Bos tourus head, eye, and ear.

Brahman
Acceptable Breed Charactenstics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a 50
percent Brahman.

= A prominent hump beginning at the shoulder and
going forward but must angle back down to the
neck to create a hump—the width of the hump
base should wrap around the neck or shoulder and
not be a cresc.

= Any color (or color pattern).

= With adeguate Bos indicus head, eye, ear sheath/
navel should represent Brahman characteristics.

Discriminatary Breed Charactensics:
= Sheath and navel score of 2 or less.
Absolute Disqualification:
= A crest with an inadequate hump (or lack of hump).

* Inadeguate Bos indicus head, eye, and/or ear.

Brangus
Acceptrable Breed Charactenshics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a
purebred black Brangus.

* Solid black with no white above the underline orin
front of the navel.

TEXAS ARM
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* Polled (scurs and slick spots acceptable).

* Progression of impertance to include Bos
indicus-influence head, eye, and ear of moderate
length, slightly pointed, drooping, and opening
down and forward.

= With adequate Bos indicus head, eye, and ear
characteristics (sheath score is less impoertant).

= Shows some evidence of a crest.
= Discriminatory Breed Characteristics:

* Inadeguate Bos indicus-influence head. eye, and ear
characteristics.

= Brown dilution over ribs, fore flank, twist, and muzzle.
* Sheath score of 1.
Absolute |]|8E|l|ﬂ||f|[:ET|EI Ns:
» Horns.
= Dehorning scars.
* White above the underline or in front of the navel.
= White on the legs, feet, or tail.
= Any brindle.

Santa Gertrudis
Acceptable Breed Charactienistics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a 50
percent purebred Santa Gertrudis with adeguate Bos
indicus head, eye, and ear characteristics.

= Any color pattern of black, red, yellow, or crange.
= Moderate crest (no definite hump).
» Moderate dewlap development.

* Moderate length of ear (slightly drooping) and
opening forward.

* Sheath score of 2 to 5.
Discriminatory Breed Characterisiic:
* Straight, pendulous sheath.
= Sheath score of 1.
= Brindle coloring.
= Excessive white.
Absolute Disqualification;

* Absence of any visible Santa Gertrudis
characteristics.

* Absence of Bos indicus-influenced head, eye,
ear, or sheath.

» Smokes, silvers, grays.
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Simbrah
Acceptable Breed Characteristics:

= A sheath score of 2 or greater.

= With Bos indicus head, eye, and ear characteristics
[sheath score is less important).

= Stocking legs.
= Bald, blaze, or streak-face or mottled-face.

= Solid black, solid red, or solid dun/tan combination
with white {or any of the previcusly listed colors).

= Brindle color pattern with white markings.
Discriminatary Breed Charactenstics:

= A sheath score of 1.

= A Bos tourus head.

= A Bos tourus ear.

= A Bos tourus eye.

* Brindle color pattern with no white.
Absolute Disgualifications:

= A combination of a Bos tourus head, ear,
eye, and sheath.

* Roans.
= (Grays.
= Smut.
= Silver.

= Solid yellow.

CONTINENTAL OR EXOTIC TYPE

Included here are Charolais (half-blood and
higher), Limousin, Maine-Anjou (half or higher), and
Simmental (purebred).

Charolais
Acceptable Breed Characteristice:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a 50
percent purebred Charolais.

= White, yellow, gray. or silver.
* Expression of diluter gene.
* Minimal painting or spotting (less than 20 percent).
= Skunk tail, line back, or baldy.
Discriminatary Breed Characteristics:
= Painting or spotting {(more than 20 percent).
= Double muscling.

= Frail bone work and frail general appearance.

TEXAS ARM
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= Light red color or crange.
= Short, stubby head.
= Owverly refined, narrow head.

= Moderate black pigmentation (e.g.. skin around eyes,
nose, ears, oF anus).

» Moderate dappling.
Absolute Disgualifications:
= Black, red, or dark smuts.
= Showing no diluter gene [unless solid white).

= Excessive painting or spotting.

Brindles/brindling, reans.

v

Excessive dappling.
= Excessive black pigmentation (e.g., skin around eyes,

nose, ears, or EII'IIJS].

Limousin
Acceprable Breed Characteristics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a Limousin:

= Head character

* Eye(s) - Deeper socket, prominent brow, light
pigment around eye on reds.

= Poll - Typically have a wider poll.

 Ear(s) - Tends to be smaller and
set lower on head.

» Muzzle - Tends to be short.

= Sheath - Tends to hawve a forward angle.
= Legsifoot

» Tends to be smooth-jeinted.

* Tends to be flat-boned.

* Tends to be smoocth-shouldered.

= Acceptable color: Selid black, redferange, light red,
charcoal black, chocolate black, orange, bald-face,
or brockle-face.

= Brindle color pattern will be allowed —providing it
does not extend below the mid-rib of the body.

Discriminatory Breed Characterigtics:

* Head character issues (i.e., reman nose), coarse
joints/skeleton.

= Coarse open shoulders.

= Pointed poll.

= Bigger and more elongated ears/high ear set.
= Pencil sheath (e.g., hanging straight down).

= Excessive crest.

L -]

VERSION 5/4/26
*RULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE*

HCF&R LIVESTOCK EXHIBITOR HANDBOOK AND RULES

PAGE 52




* Yellow color. Absolute Disgualifications:

* Red cartle with black nos=. * Brindle (down past the topline, extending onto the

* Diluter gene. rib and down).
= Excessive dappling. = Roans.
Abzolute Disqualifications: + Diluter color pattern (e.g., vellow, orange, gray).
* Stocking legis) with white extending * Appears toc be more than 50 percent of any other breed.

above the dew claw.

gimmental

Brindle below the mid-rib.

Acceprable Breed Characteristics:

Must physically exhibit breed characteristics of a
purebred Simmental:

Spotting above the underline.

= Roans, gray, silver, or white.

Monkey/parrot mouth.

o = Typically. longer head and larger ears.
* Shows an excessive influence of ancther breed

other than Limousin. = Lower ear set.

= Heavy skeletal structure.

Maine Anjou

A ble Breed Ch ) = Acceptable colors and patterns:
cCcepranle Bree aracrernsics: + Solid black or red.
» Solid red. = Red and white, black and white, or yellow and white.
* Solid black.

= Bald, blaze, or streak-face.

= Red and white.
e and wiize * Some painting above the underline (ne bleeding of

= Black and white. colors) (i.e.. spotting).
= Heavy skeletal structure. Discriminatory Breed Gharacteristics:
= Cattle may hawve black hair on the tail, muzzle, face, -

Excessive spotting.

neck, and legs.

» Excessive white above the underline.

= Motley, brockle, star, or diamend-shaped
white in the head.

Discrivinala . . . -
ikl » Excessive white on the tail above the switch.

= Refined skeletal makeup.
Abzolute Msqualifications:

* Shows excessive influence of another breed type
other than Simmental.

Silver, smoke. white, smut, gray, or any
combination of these.

Solid yellow or crange.

Figure 3. Maine Anjou brindling guidelines. = Brindle.
= Roans.

[]lSI]H[I'IlI]ETEI['I' Breed Charactensics: = Skunk tail.

* Slight brindling on topline and down toward the loin

edge (Fig. 3).
* Signs of feathering on the neck.
TEXAS Al
AGR] LIFE .7
EXTEMSION
O 20 HCF&R LIVESTOCK EXHIBITOR HANDBOOK AND RULES PAGE 53

*RULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE*



Black Cross
Black Cross

Black Cross

Black Cross

Black Cross

Figure 4. Black cross cattle (and other cross examples).

Croe= Divizions *White is at the fore and/for rear flanks [similar to
Hereford color pattern).
|'1I]I3E|:I1EI]|E Breed Characterisiics: *White spotting not collectively larger than 9
= Must have a black body cavity—defined as the area inches {e.g., basketball size) in diameter per side
behind the top of the shoulder blade down toe the cannot be all on the same side.

paint of the shoulder and above the belly line. » Skunk tail cattle are permitted, provided the white

= White in the body cavity is only acceptable in the abowe the rectum does not exceed the amount of
following instances: white spotting allowed (e_g.. basketball size).
*White is a continuation of the feathering. = Absent of diluter gene.
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Discriminatory Charactenlstics:

= Slight brindling is allowed, provided it does not
extend below the fore and rear flanks.

Absolute Disqualifications:
* Roans.

» Excessive white in the bedy cavity collectively larger
than 9 inches {e_g., bazketball size) in diameter per
side—cannot be all on the same side.

Acceptable Breed Characteristics:

= Must have a red body cavity—defined as the area
behind the top of the shoulder blade down to the
paint of the shoulder and above the belly line.

= White in the body cavity is only acceptable in the
following instances:

* White is a continuation of the feathering.

* White is at the fore and/for rear flanks (similar to
Hereford color pattern).

Red Cross

‘ Red Cross

TEXAS ALM
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* White spotting not collectively larger than 9
inches (e_g., basketball size) in diameter per side
cannot be all on the same side.

= Skunk tail cattle are permitted, provided the white
above the rectum does not exceed the amount of
white spotting allowed (e.g.. basketball size).

* Absent of diluter gene.

= Black hair cutside the body cavity and below the
anus is permittable.

Discriminatory Charactenistics:

= Slight brindling is allowed, provided is does not
extend below the fore and rear flanks.

Abzolute Disqualifications:
= Roans.

» Excessive white in the body cavity collectively larger
than 9 inches (e.g., basketball size) in diameter per
side—cannot be all on the same side.

Other Cross Division

* Steers of any coloration pattern are acceptable.

Red Cross

Other Cross

Figure 5. Red cross cattle (and other cross examples).
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CLASSIFICATION GLOSSARY

American breeds: Breeds created in the U.5.
by interbreeding existing breeds, including at
least one tropically adapted breed (most often
American Brahman).

Bald-face: Appearance when white covers
mast of the face.

Blaze or streak-face: A wide strip of white down the
face to the muzzle.

Bos indicus (zebu): Sub-species of cattle originating
in South Asia—has a prominent hump on top or in
frent of shoulder.

Bos teurus: Sub-species of cattle, criginated in West
Asia but is usually called European.

Brindle: A streaking of black, brown, or white on the
body of the steer (i.e., tiger stripe).

British/English: Cattle criginating in the British
Isles—Angus, Hereford, and Shorthorn are most
plentiful in the U.5.

Brockle or motley-face: Red or black spotting on a
white or bald face.

Continental: Breeds originating in Continental Europe,
sometimes called European or Exotic.

Diluter gene: A gene that determines color. Cattle

that carry both copies of the gene will appear white.
Non-diluter cattle will appear black or dark red,
whereas those carrying a single diluter gene will appear
gray or yellow.

DISCRIMINATORY BREED CHARACTERISTICS

Characteristics that are not reason for absolute
disgualification but in combination with other
discriminatory visual characteristics could lead to
dizgualification.

Horned: Horns are solidly attached to the skull (or there
is evidence of dehorning).

Painting: Large white markings covering a major
portien of the steer.

Pigmentation: Dark skin coloring on the points of the
steer (e.g., eyes, Nose, 8ars, anus, tail).

Polled: Maturally hornless.

Purebred: Showing visual characteristics of a particular
breed and none of any cther breed.

Scurs: Horny tissue or rudimentary hornis) attached to
skin but not the skull.

Sheath score: Scoring system from 1 to 5 based on
the length of the sheath {i.e_, 1 =little sheath; 5 =
excess sheath).

Smut: Dark gray color pattern.

Spotting: White spots on the steer.

SUMMARY

In the commercial beef industry, most cattle are sorted
by wisual characteristics into numerous groups for
marketing purposes. Similarly, during livestock shows,
participating steers are sorted inte breed classes based
on visual characteristics. In most classes there are few
factors that will absolutely disqualify an animal, which
are usually easily identified. Instead, most disqualified
animals have more than one subjectively evaluated
discriminatory characteristic.

Steers should be selected and shown based only on
their visual appearance because that is how they will
be evaluated for classification. Remember: Classifiers
are asked to exercise their judgment. If a steer is
classified out, it does not mean that the classifier or
anyone else is accusing someoene of lying, cheating,
or being unethical—nor does it mean that the steer
cannot be the breed that the producerfrancher says
itis. Look at breed classification as the first stage of
judging. Do not be too upset if the classifier makes (or
he or she is perceived to have made) a mistake. Itis all a
matter of judgment.

The authors of this publication would like to recognize
the Texas County Agricultural Agents Association,
the Texas Association of Extension 4-H Agents, the
Vocational Agricultural Teachers Association of Texas,
and Texas and national purebred cattle associations for
their input in preparing this document. The following
guidelines were developed by representatives of these
organizations during the Texas Steer Classification
Workshop that was held May 3-10, 2022, in Waco, Texas.
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JUNIOR MARKET RABBIT SHOW

Date: Saturday, October 24, 2026 at 8:00 am +/- Official start time will be posted 2 weeks
before show

Judge: TBD
Rabbit Chair: Jennifer Beall

o

Completed entry forms and entry fees are due online by the due dates listed in the
Important Dates document. Refer to General Rule 2.j. LATE ENTRY RULE for more
information.

b. All market rabbits will be ear tattooed by the Livestock Committee. The tattooing dates will
be posted to the website (See Important Dates for more information). Immediate family
ownership is allowed, but all potential exhibitors must be listed on validation form.

c. Age limit for Meat pens is 10 weeks, with a minimum weight limit of 3 1/2 pounds and a
maximum weight limit of 5 1/2 pounds. If anyone rabbit in the pen is disqualified it may be
replaced with a qualified substitute or the whole pen becomes disqualified.

d. Meat pens shall consist of 3 rabbits, all of the same breed and variety. Any ARBA
recognized commercial breed may be shown. Refer to American Rabbit Breeders
Association (ABRA) Standards of Perfection for a complete listing of commercial breeds.
Broken meat pens must also be of the same variety.

e. All animals will be sifted at time of weighing in at the show. Any rabbit with signs of disease,
external parasites or physical abnormalities will be excluded, after sift at the judges
discretion. The ARBA rules for market classes will be in effect as shown in the Standards
for Perfection. This means that rabbits with missing toes and toe nails and wolf or buck
teeth will not be accepted.

f.  Showmanship: Showmanship will begin immediately following the Market Rabbit Show and
before the Breeding Rabbit Show. Showmanship will consist of a hands-on demonstration
of rabbit knowledge to the market/breeding rabbit judge. Participants will need to
demonstrate their ability to handle and care for their rabbits as well as general knowledge of
rabbits in a verbal interview with the judge. Showmanship can only be done by exhibitors
entered in the market or breeding rabbit show.

g. No one is allowed in show ring except Exhibitors, Fair Court and Committee members.
Special permission may be granted by the Advisory Committee or Rabbit Chairperson.

h. Placing Premiums are as follows: Grand Champion Premium, Reserve Champion Premium,
3rd place

i. Ribbons will be awarded for places 1st through 12t.
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JUNIOR BREEDING RABBIT SHOW

Date: Saturday, October 24, 2026 after market rabbits- Official start time will be posted 2
weeks before show

Judge: TBD
Rabbit Chair: Jennifer Beall

a. Completed entry forms and entry fees are due online by the due dates listed in the
Important Dates document. No animal substitutions will be allowed. No changes,
corrections, and edits can be made after October 8, 2026.

b. Breeding Rabbit Show is only open to youth who meet the eligibility requirements within the
Livestock General Rules.

c. All animals must be a purebred rabbit of a recognized breed. Show will observe the latest
rules and standards of the American Rabbit Breeders Association.

d. The same rabbit may NOT be shown in both the Meat Pen and Jr. Breeding Rabbit Shows.

e. All animals must be identified by permanent and legible ear marking in the left ear matching
the entry on arrival at the show. Animals without an ear marking will not be allowed to show.

f. Any rabbit with signs of disease, external parasites or physical abnormalities will be
excluded at the judge’s discretion.

g. Each exhibitor must place their rabbit on the show table to be judged when their
breed is announced. Judging will cease when all rabbits are judged. No one is
allowed in show ring except Exhibitors, Fair Court and Committee members. Special
permission may be granted by the Advisory Committee or Rabbit Chairperson.

h. Animals will be shown and judged in the proper division and class for breed, age and sex
only. Rabbits will not be shown by variety.

i. The divisions will be as follows: 4 Class Breeds - Fancy and 6 Class Breeds - Commercial.

Divisions will require all classes (except 2) represented to make a division.

Top 5 largest breeds entered and missing no more then 2 classes of their breeds
division will complete amongst their own breed. All other will compete in there ARBA
Recognized divisions of 4 Class/Fancy and 6 Class Commercial

4 Class Breeds - Fancy Classes will be Junior Buck, Junior Doe, Senior Buck and
Senior Doe.

6 Class Breeds - Commercial Classes will be Junior Buck, Junior Doe, Intermediate
Buck, Intermediate Doe, Senior Buck and Senior Doe.

VERSION 5/4/26

e SR e T G HCF&R LIVESTOCK EXHIBITOR HANDBOOK AND RULES PAGE 58



4 Class breeds are: American Fuzzy Lop, American Sable, English Angora, Satin
Angora, Belgian Hare, Britannia Petite, Standard Chin, Dutch, Dwarf Hotot, English
Spot, Florida White, Harlequin, Havana, Himilyian, Holland Lop, Jersey Wooly, Lilac,
Lionhead, Mini Lop, Mini Satin, Netherland Dwarf, Polish, Rex, Rhindelander, Silver,
Silver Marten, Tan and Thrianta.

6 Class breeds are: American, Giant Angora, Beveren, Blanc de Hotot, Californian,
Champagne, Checkered Giant, American Chinchilla, Giant Chinchilla, Cinnamon, Creme
d’Argent, Flemish Giant, English Lop, French Lop, New Zealand, Palomino, Satin, Silver
Fox.

j-  Showmanship: Showmanship will begin immediately following the Market Rabbit Show and
before the Breeding Rabbit Show. Showmanship will consist of a hands-on demonstration
of rabbit knowledge to the market/breeding rabbit judge. Participants will need to
demonstrate their ability to handle and care for their rabbits as well as general knowledge of
rabbits in a verbal interview with the judge. Contestants will compete in age groups of Junior
and Senior. Showmanship can only be done by exhibitors entering the market or breeding
rabbit show with a rabbit participating in the show. Rabbits cannot be an alternate rabbit not
entered in the show

k. Buckles will be awarded to Overall Grand and Reserve. Rosettes for 1st and 2" in Division.
Ribbons will be awarded for 1st — 5t place ribbons will be awarded in classes.
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MARKET POULTRY SHOW

Date: Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 10:30 am +/- Official start time will be posted 2 weeks
before show

Judge: TBD
Poultry Chair: Hayden Harris

a. All Poultry will be purchased in the Central Purchase Orders for the Harris County Fair. No
entry will be accepted unless exhibitor's name appears on the Master List at the time the
order is placed. Immediate family ownership is allowed, but all potential exhibitors must be
listed on the appropriate order form. All order forms must be signed by the exhibitor and
parent/legal guardian. Completed forms and all money must be turned into the HCF&R
Office by dates specified on the order form.

b. Poultry order forms can be obtained from the Agriculture Science Teachers/4-H Extension
Agents and/or will be posted on the HC&F website.

c. Turkeys will be ordered in increments of 5. Broilers will be ordered in increments of 25. Only
Turkey hens (no Toms) will be allowed to show.

d. The numbers of birds composing a pen are as follows: 3 Broilers; 1 Turkey.

e. All poultry will be wing-banded with numbered bands. All entries' band numbers must be
from numbers assigned to that exhibitor. Poultry without wing-bands, for whatever reason,
will not be eligible to show. If the bands show evidence of being tampered with, the pen will
be disqualified.

f. At time of delivery, exhibitor needs to check all wing bands for proper numbers and proper
installation. There will be no re-banding after poultry is picked up. If any problems are found,
this will be the only time the problems can be corrected. All poultry not picked up on the
designated pick-up date, will become the property of the HCF&R.

g. Atthe Show, poultry will be sifted if the poultry is not in show condition or if the poultry
shows signs of diseases or improper wing bands. After passing the sift, poultry will be
moved to a staging area to wait for judging. No culls or alternates will be allowed in the
staging area.

h. At the Show, non-FFA or 4-H members or family members are allowed to assist the
exhibitor lift and handle birds in the ring.

i. Exhibitors must bring to the show an index card with the wing bands numbers of the turkeys
and broilers the exhibitor are showing with the exhibitor's name on the card.

j- All dead poultry will be removed from the Show barn and disposed of immediately after
notifying show officials. If the exhibitor hands the judge a live exhibit at time of sifting and
then the exhibit dies before judging is concluded, then the exhibit will be judged as a live
exhibit for the rest of the judging (no substitutions between sift and judging). If an exhibit

dies before sifting, it can be replaced with an alternate. Exhibits must be alive when handed
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to the judge for sifting (do not hand the judge a dead exhibit. All poultry be removed from
Show barn within two (2) hours after judging.

k. All exhibits that are not sifted (including top placing premiums) will be eligible for the
Freezer Sale.

[.  Placing Premiums are as follows:

1st place Grand Champion Premium
2nd place Reserve Champion Premium
3rd place $ 500.00

Ribbons will be awarded for places 1st through 12th,
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