
NEW CONTEST 

2026 DRUMLINE CONTEST RULES & ENTRY FORM 

 

CONTEST: Wednesday, November 11th, 2026 @ 6 PM 

ENTRY REGISTRATION:  

Pre-register www.hillsboroughcountyfair.com 

Online Registration Due November 1st, 2026 

 

NO ENTRY FEE! 

1. Contest is scheduled in the Arena. 
 

2. Contest will be divided into Middle School and High School divisions. 
 

3. Each drumline must have a minimum of 4 performers and a maximum of 20 
performers. 
 

4. All contestants MUST wear appropriate performance attire and closed-toed shoes. 
Crocs, sandals, and open-toed shoes are unacceptable. 
 

5. Each drumline will have 5–8 minutes to perform their routine. Time will begin with 
the first intentional performance sound and end with the final performance sound. 
 

6. Drumlines MUST provide their own instruments, sticks, mallets, stands, and other 
equipment necessary for their performance. 
 

7. Performances may include drumming, marching, choreography, movement, and 
other visual elements. 
 

8. Additional percussion instruments may be used as part of the performance, provided 
they are approved by Fair officials prior to the competition. 
 

9. Amplified music, prerecorded music, or electronic backing tracks are not permitted. 
 

10. All equipment, props, and performance materials must remain within the designated 
performance area and MUST be removed promptly following the performance. 
 



11. Props and visual elements are permitted but MUST be safe, appropriate for a family-
friendly event, and approved by Fair officials if they present any safety or operational 
concerns. 
 

12. Performances MUST be appropriate for a family-friendly county fair environment. 
Profanity, obscene gestures, or offensive or inappropriate material will not be 
permitted. 
 

13. Contestants must follow all instructions given by Fair staff, volunteers, judges, and 
arena personnel. 
 

14. Each drumline is responsible for being ready to perform when called. Failure to be 
ready when called may result in a penalty or disqualification. 
 

15. Drumlines MUST demonstrate good sportsmanship and respect toward other 
contestants, judges, Fair staff, volunteers, and spectators. 
 

16. Judges will score performances based on musicality, technical skill, timing and 
ensemble cohesion, creativity, visual performance, showmanship, and overall 
performance. 
 

17. Awards may be presented for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place in each division.  
 

18. Registration is required prior to the competition. Each drumline must provide the 
name of the drumline, school or organization, number of performers, and contact 
information for the designated representative. 
 

19. Each contestant may compete with only one drumline. 
 

20. The Hillsborough County Fair reserves the right to make reasonable changes to the 
schedule or rules when necessary for safety, weather, or Fair operations. 
 

21. The Hillsborough County Fair reserves the right to make the final determination 
regarding eligibility, rule interpretation, and disqualification. 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

2026 DRUMLINE CONTEST RULES & ENTRY 

 

ORGANIZATION/GROUP/SCHOOL NAME: ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

GROUP LEADER FIRST NAME:________________________    

LAST NAME: _______________ 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________ 

CITY: ________________ STATE _________ZIP:________________ 

PHONE: _____________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________ 

DIVISION: 

Middle School (Grade 6th-8th):________________ 

High School (Grade 9th-12th):________________ 

All signatures are mandatory for entry form to be valid. I have read and understand the 
Rules and Regulations and agree to abide by said rules. I hereby affirm that all 
statements on this entry form are true and correct.  

CONTESTANT SIGNATURE _____________________________DATE___________ 

 

 

 

 



Greater Hillsborough County Fair, Inc. 

Photo and Media Release 

I represent that I am legally authorized to make this agreement for the listed group(s) or 
organization(s): 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I,___________________________________________, hereby authorize and give full 
consent to The Greater Hillsborough County Fair, Inc., its directors, officers, 
employees, designated agents and photographers to record, use and reproduce photos or 
videos of me, my child(ren) and/or my guests to use in press releases or other publicity 
related to this event, including but not limited to website, social media, news stories, or 
marketing materials, etc. for use in public education and promotional products. I 
understand that this consent is given without expectation of compensation to me, and 
that all photographs and recordings shall become property of the Greater Hillsborough 
County Fair, Inc. 

Signature_______________________________________________ 

Date____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail entry to  

Hillsborough County Fair 

PO Box 100 

Sydney, FL 33587 

Or Email to: office@hillsboroughcountyfair.com 


