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2026
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FAIR
INAUGURAL HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA DAY

YOUR STORY. YOUR CAMERA. YOUR COUNTY FAIR.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2026 — OPENING DAY

Hillsborough County Fairgrounds
215 Sydney Washer Road ® Dover, Florida 33527

2026 FAIR: NOVEMBER 5-15

CELEBRATE AMERICA

MEDIA DAY INFORMATION ¢ REGISTRATION ¢ SCHEDULE ¢ RULES * STUDENT MEDIA CHALLENGE
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2026 HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FAIR
INAUGURAL HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA DAY

Thursday, November 5, 2026 | Opening Day

Dear Hillsborough County High School TV Production, Journalism and Media Teachers:

The Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association is pleased to invite your students to participate in our inaugural
High School Media Day on Thursday, November 5, 2026, the opening day of the 2026 Hillsborough County Fair.

Media Day will give students a real-world journalism and media production experience while introducing them to the
people and stories behind the Hillsborough County Fair. Students will receive media credentials, attend an Opening
Day press conference, interview Fair leaders and participants, and gather photographs, video and B-roll throughout

designated areas of the Fairgrounds.

Students can explore stories involving agriculture and livestock, youth exhibitors, Fair food, entertainment, the
midway, Fair operations and our 2026 Celebrate America theme. We encourage them to approach the day as working
reporters: prepare questions, find an angle and tell the story of their County Fair.

Participation is free, with advance school registration required. Schools may participate in Media Day without
entering the competition, or may submit one finished student-produced feature in the optional 2026 Student Media
Challenge.
Important Dates

School Registration Deadline: Friday, October 9, 2026

Final Student Media Roster Due: Friday, October 23, 2026

High School Media Day: Thursday, November 5, 2026

Student Media Challenge Entries Due: Thursday, November 12, 2026

The enclosed packet includes the schedule, guidelines, story ideas, registration and roster forms, and optional
competition information.

We hope you will bring your students for this unique opportunity to practice journalism, broadcasting, photography
and digital storytelling in a live event environment.

We look forward to welcoming Hillsborough County's next generation of journalists and storytellers to the 2026
Hillsborough County Fair as we Celebrate Americal!

Sincerely,

Suzanne Holcomb
Executive Director
Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc.

Hillsborough County Fair | November 5-15, 2026
215 Sydney Washer Road, Dover, FL 33527
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Welcome to Media Day

A real-world student media experience at the Hillsborough County Fair

The Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association is excited to invite local high school media students to
participate in the inaugural 2026 Hillsborough County Fair High School Media Day.

Media Day is desighed to give students a hands-on opportunity to cover a major community event as working
members of the media. Students will attend an Opening Day press conference, interview Fair leaders and
participants, capture photographs and video, gather B-roll, and develop an original story about the Hillsborough
County Fair.

For our first year, we are intentionally keeping the program simple. Our goal is to create a meaningful

educational experience, build relationships with local high school media programs, and give students access to
the people and stories behind the Fair.

Who Should Participate?

TV Production and Broadcasting programs
Journalism and Student Newspaper programs
Digital Media and Multimedia programs
Photography programs

Yearbook staffs

Communications programs

FFA communications/public relations teams

What Students Will Experience

Official student media credentials

An Opening Day Fair press conference and Q&A

Direct access to Fair leadership for interviews

Designated behind-the-scenes filming and photography opportunities

Agriculture, livestock, midway, food, entertainment, youth and Fair operations story opportunities
An optional Student Media Challenge recognizing outstanding Fair coverage

Program Contact

Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc.

215 Sydney Washer Road, Dover, FL 33527

Media Day Contact: Suzanne Holcomb, Executive Director

Email/Phone: suzanne@hillsboroughcountyfair.com/813-737-3247 Office
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Media Day at a Glance

ITEM DETAIL

Media Day Thursday, November 5, 2026 — Opening Day
Location Ecl)l;sdb’oDrg\tjs: Efgg’;)/zl;alrgrounds, 215 Sydney Washer
Participation Fee FREE — advance registration required
School Registration Deadline Friday, October 9, 2026

Final Student Roster Due Friday, October 23, 2026

Media Packet Distributed Monday, October 19, 2026

Check-In 11:30 AM

Welcome 12:00 PM

Press Conference 12:15 PM

Media Access 12:45-3:30 PM

Student Media Challenge Due Thursday, November 12, 2026

Awards Announced Sunday, November 15, 2026

Simple First-Year Format

Each school may bring one or more student crews under the supervision of a school advisor. Each participating
school may submit one finished feature for the 2026 Student Media Challenge. The competition is optional;
schools may participate in Media Day without submitting an entry.

Before You Arrive
[J Submit the School Registration Form by October 9.

1 Submit the Final Student Media Roster by October 23.

[ Confirm all school-required student permissions and releases.

1 Review the Media Day packet with participating students.

[ Prepare interview questions and story ideas.

] Bring cameras, microphones, phones, batteries, memory cards and other needed equipment.

[ Wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes appropriate for an active Fairgrounds environment.
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Opening Day Schedule

Thursday, November 5, 2026

MEDIA CHECK-IN

Schools arrive, check in, receive Student Media credentials and receive final
instructions.

WELCOME & FAIR OVERVIEW

Brief introduction to the Hillsborough County Fair, the 2026 Celebrate America theme,
youth and agriculture programs, and what is new for 2026.

12:15PM OFFICIAL OPENING DAY PRESS CONFERENCE

Student reporters hear from the Executive Director, members of the Fair Board of
Directors and invited Fair/community representatives. Student Q&A follows.

12:45-3:30 PM BEHIND-THE-SCENES MEDIA ACCESS

Student crews gather interviews, photographs, video and B-roll in approved areas
throughout the Fairgrounds.

MEDIA DAY WRAP-UP

Student crews check out or transition to any additional approved Opening Day coverage.

Press Conference Focus

What is new at the 2026 Hillsborough County Fair?

Why are agriculture and youth programs important to the Fair?
How does the Fair serve Hillsborough County?

What goes into preparing for an 11-day Fair?

How is the Celebrate America theme being incorporated?
What does the future look like for the Hillsborough County Fair?

Students should arrive prepared with questions. The press conference is intended to operate like a professional
media availability, with students serving as the reporters.
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Find Your Fair Story

Media Day is not just a tour. Student crews are encouraged to identify a story angle, conduct interviews, gather
supporting visuals and leave the Fairgrounds with the material needed to produce a finished piece.

STORY AREA POSSIBLE ANGLES

Youth exhibitors, animal projects, agriculture education,
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK livestock leaders and the role of agriculture in Hillsborough
County.

Fair staff, volunteers, Board members, setup crews and

BEHIND THE SCENES the work required to produce the Fair.

Rides, games, inspections, setup and the transformation

MIDWAY of the Fairgrounds before the gates open.

FAIR FOOD Concessmr?alres, fo_od pr(_eparatlon, traditions and the
people behind favorite Fair foods.

YOUTH Students participating in livestock shows, exhibits,

contests, pageants and other Fair programs.

Performers, competitions, special attractions and the

ENTERTAINMENT
entertainment planned for the 11-day Fair.

Patriotism, community, American agriculture, veterans,

CELEBRATE AMERICA traditions and how the 2026 theme is represented.

Sample Story Titles

o Behind the Scenes: Building the Hillsborough County Fair
e Meetthe Youth of the Hillsborough County Fair

o  Why Agriculture Still Matters in Hillsborough County

e More Than Rides: What Happens at a County Fair?

e The People Behind the Fair

e Opening Day: Before the Gates Open

o (Celebrate America at the Hillsborough County Fair

Suggested Interview Questions

e What makes the Hillsborough County Fairimportant to the community?

e Whatis something most people do not know about preparing for the Fair?
e What are you most excited for visitors to experience in 20267

e How does the Fair support youth and agriculture?

e What does Celebrate America mean to you?

e Whatis your favorite Fair tradition?
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Student Media Guidelines

Student Media Day is an educational opportunity and working media experience. All participants are expected
to conduct themselves professionally and follow Fair and school policies.

1. All students must be registered through a participating school and supervised by an approved
teacher/advisor.

2. Student Media credentials must be worn and visible during Media Day.

3. Credentials provide access only to areas approved by Fair management. They do not provide unrestricted
backstage, midway work-zone or livestock access.

4. Students must follow all instructions from Fair staff, security, livestock personnel and midway personnel.
5. Do not enter active work areas, animal pens, ride areas or restricted spaces without permission.
6. Respect any individual who does not wish to be interviewed, photographed or recorded.

7. Schools are responsible for obtaining any student permissions, parental permissions or media releases
required by school or district policy.

8. Participating schools are responsible for their own equipment and personal belongings.
9. Closed-toe shoes are strongly recommended.

10. Professional conduct is expected at all times. Unsafe or disruptive behavior may result in loss of Media Day
access.

11. Use of drones is not permitted unless separately authorized in writing by Fair management.

12. Student work should accurately represent interviews and activities and should follow accepted journalistic
standards.

Equipment Checklist

[d Camera/video camera or smartphone
I Microphone

U Tripod or stabilizer

[ Extra batteries/power bank

L Memory cards/storage

I Notebook and pens

[0 Headphones

[ Prepared interview questions

[ School identification
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2026 Student Media Challenge

Optional recognition for participating schools

2026 HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FAIR ¢ INAUGURAL HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA DAY

For the inaugural year, each participating school may submit one finished Media Day feature. The goal is to

recoghize strong student storytelling without creating an overly complicated first-year competition.

Eligible Entry Formats

Video news story or broadcast feature

Digital media story
Photo essay
Written journalism feature

Entry Requirements

One entry per participating school.

Entry should focus on the 2026 Hillsborough County Fair.

The majority of reporting, interviews, photography or footage should come from Media Day or other

approved Fair access.

Student work must be produced primarily by the students listed on the school's Media Day roster.

Entries must be submitted by Thursday, November 12, 2026.
Submission instructions will be provided to registered schools.

Judging

CRITERIA ‘ POINTS

WHAT JUDGES WILL CONSIDER

Interesting, accurate and meaningful

Storytelling & Content 40 Fair story.

Interviews & Reporting 25 Strong que.)stlons, us.eful |r.1format|on
and effective use of interviews.

Creativity 20 Orlglngl', engaging approach to telling
the Fair's story.

Technical Presentation 15 Clear, organized and well-produced

final piece.

Awards

1st Place — 2026 Hillsborough County Fair Student Media Award
2nd Place — Outstanding Student Media Coverage

3rd Place — Excellence in Student Media

Fair Director's Choice — Optional special recognition

Winners are planned to be announced Sunday, November 15, 2026. Winning work may be shared through

Hillsborough County Fair communication channels with appropriate permissions.
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School Registration Form
Due Friday, October 9, 2026

Please complete one form per participating school/program.

School Name:

Media Program / Class:

Teacher / Advisor Name:

Advisor Email:

Advisor Phone:

Approximate Number of Students:

Approximate Number of Student Crews:

Primary Type(s) of Media Coverage:
O TV / Video Production

U Journalism / Newspaper

I Photography

U1 Yearbook

[] Digital / Social Media

L1 Other:

Does your school plan to submit an entry in the optional Student Media Challenge?
OYes

LI No

[l Undecided

Advisor Signature: Date:

By signing, the advisor confirms that participating students will be supervised by the school/program and that
the school will obtain any permissions or releases required by its policies.

Return Registration
Email completed registration to:

Questions:
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Final Student Media Roster

Due Friday, October 23, 2026

Submit one roster for all students and adults who will attend Media Day. This list will be used to prepare Student
Media credentials.

School Name:

Teacher / Advisor:

Advisor Cell Phone on Media Day:

# STUDENT / ADULT NAME GRADE / ROLE CREW / ASSIGNMENT
1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

Total Students: Total Adults/Advisors: Total Attending:

Advisor Signature: Date:
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Student Media Challenge Judging Sheet

School:
Entry Title:
Judge:
CATEGORY MAX SCORE COMMENTS
Storytelling & Content 40
Interviews & Reporting 25
Creativity 20
Technical Presentation 15

Overall Comments

Judge Signature:
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