2026 Hillsborough County Fair
Celebrate America Youth Spelling Bee

Wednesday, November 11, 2026 « 1:00 PM
Veterans Day at the Hillsborough County Fair

Celebrate America— One Word at a Time!

In honor of Veterans Day and the 2026 Hillsborough County Fair theme, Celebrate
America, youth are invited to participate in the inaugural Celebrate America Youth
Spelling Bee!

With schools closed for Veterans Day, spend the afternoon at the Fair celebrating
education, achievement and America. Young spellers will compete within their grade
divisions in a traditional oral spelling bee featuring a combination of age-appropriate words
and special words inspired by America, agriculture, citizenship, history and Veterans
Day.

Examples of Celebrate America words may include:

Flag e Honor ® Brave ® Freedom ® Service ® Country ® Veteran ¢ Liberty ® Courage
Patriot ¢ America ® Democracy

Patriotic-themed words will be incorporated throughout the competition but will not make
up the entire word list.

DIVISIONS

Junior Division: Grades 1-2
Intermediate Division: Grades 3-5
Senior Division: Grades 6-8

Grade level is based on the grade in which the contestant is enrolled during the 2026-2027
school year. Home school students should enter the division corresponding with their
equivalent grade level.

Limited to the first 10 registered contestants in each division.
ENTRY
Entry Fee: FREE

Advance registration is required through the Hillsborough County Fair online entry system
at www.hillsboroughcountyfair.com



Each registered contestant will receive:

* FREE admission to the 2026 Hillsborough County Fair on November 11
¢ FREE admission for one accompanying parent/guardian or adult

e Opportunity to compete for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place awards

¢ A fun Veterans Day afternoon at the Fair!

Entries will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis until each division reaches 10
contestants.

SPECIAL CELEBRATE AMERICA WORDS

In recognition of Veterans Day and the Fair's Celebrate America theme, each division's
competition list will include age-appropriate words connected to America and the values
we celebrate.

Words may relate to:

America & Citizenship
Veterans & Military Service
American History
Agriculture & Rural America
Community & Service
Freedom & Patriotism

The difficulty of these words will be appropriate for each grade division.

The Celebrate America words will be mixed throughout the regular competition list and will
be judged in the same manner as all other spelling words.

The contestis intended to celebrate literacy, learning, good sportsmanship and the
achievements of Hillsborough County youth while recognizing Veterans Day at the 2026
Hillsborough County Fair.



CONTEST FORMAT

The Celebrate America Youth Spelling Bee will be conducted as an oral spelling
competition. Contestants will compete against other youth within their registered grade
division.

Round 1 - Celebrate America Round

The first round of each division will be the special Celebrate America Round, recognizing
Veterans Day and the 2026 Hillsborough County Fair theme, Celebrate America.

o Every contestant will receive one age-appropriate word related to America,
Veterans Day, patriotism, citizenship, service, agriculture, community or
American history.

e Round 1is a non-elimination round. No contestant will be eliminated for
misspelling their Celebrate America word.

¢ Each contestant will have the opportunity to step to the microphone, hear a word
and spell before the official elimination portion of the competition begins.

e The Celebrate America Round is designed to welcome contestants, help young
spellers become comfortable with the competition format and recognize the
significance of Veterans Day.

o After every contestant has participated in the Celebrate America Round, all
contestants will advance to Round 2.

Round 2 & Beyond - Official Competition
Beginning with Round 2, the official elimination competition will begin.
1. Contestants will spell one word at a time in an order determined by Fair officials.
2. The pronouncer will clearly say the word to be spelled.
3. Before beginning to spell, a contestant may ask the pronouncer to:
o Repeatthe word;
o Provide a definition;
o Usethe word in a sentence; or

o Provide the part of speech, when available.



8.

9.

After receiving the word, the contestant should pronounce the word, spell it aloud
and may pronounce the word again after completing the spelling.

Once a contestant begins spelling, letters already spoken may not be changed.

Beginning in Round 2, a contestant who misspells a word will be eliminated from the
competition, except when Fair officials determine that an error occurred in the
pronunciation, definition or administration of the word.

Contestants who correctly spell their word will advance to the next round.
Words will generally increase in difficulty as the competition progresses.

Competition will continue until 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place have been determined.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND

When only two contestants remain, the championship procedure will begin.

If one contestant misspells a word, the remaining contestant must correctly spell the next
word to be declared the 1st Place Champion.

If the remaining contestant also misspells the next word, both contestants will remain in

the competition and a new round will begin.

Competition will continue until a Champion and Runner-Up have been determined.

SPIRIT OF THE CONTEST

The Hillsborough County Fair Celebrate America Youth Spelling Bee is designed to

encourage literacy, confidence, learning and good sportsmanship while providing youth

with another opportunity to participate in the Fair.

The special Celebrate America Round gives every contestant an opportunity to

participate without the pressure of elimination during their first trip to the

microphone.

Most importantly, contestants are encouraged to have fun, support their fellow spellers

and help us Celebrate America— One Word at a Time!



