
2026 TRACTOR DRIVING CONTEST RULES & ENTRY FORM 

Sponsored by Everglades Farm Equipment  

 

CONTEST: Tuesday, November 10th, 2026 @ 7 PM 

ENTRY REGISTRATION:  

 

NO ENTRY FEE! 

1. Contest is scheduled in the grandstand.  
 

2. Contestant must meet all age and entry requirements established by the Hillsborough 
County Fair.   
 

3.  Tractors will be provided by Everglades Farm Equipment.  

4. All contestants must be wearing proper footwear and attire for operation.  

5. Contestants must complete all required registration and liability/participation forms 
before being allowed to compete.  

6. A parent or legal guardian must sign any required waiver for contestants under 18 
years of age.  

7. Contestants must be capable of safely operating the tractor and completing the 
course without assistance. 

8. If the tractor is equipped with a Rollover Protective Structure (ROPS), the contestant 
must wear the provided seat belt while operating the tractor. 

9. No contestant may operate the tractor while impaired by alcohol, drugs, medication 
that affects safe operation, or any other substance that could impair judgment or 
reaction time. 

10. The judge's decision will be final for all scores.  

11. All contestants must be present by the time of the contest with a completed Hold 
Harmless stating Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc will not be 
accountable for financial loss or hardship due to accidental injury.  

11. Participation will be granted on a first come first served basis and could be limited.  

12. Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc reserves the right to disqualify 
any individual for behavioral misconduct or parental dispute. 

 



Prizes Provided for 1st-3rd in each Division  

Entry is FREE with signed waiver 

 

Contest Format 

The contest will consist of the following components: 

1. Pre-Operation Safety Check 

Contestants will demonstrate their ability to perform basic safety and operational checks 
before operating the tractor. 

2. Tractor Operation 

Contestants will operate a designated tractor through a predetermined course designed to 
test safe and accurate maneuvering. 

3. Trailer/Implement Maneuvering 

Where applicable, contestants will attach and maneuver a two-wheel trailer through the 
designated course. 

4. Safety Evaluation 

Contestants will be evaluated throughout the event on proper tractor operation, safe 
practices, and adherence to the contest rules. 

5. Time 

Contestants will be timed during the designated driving portion of the event. Time will be 
considered along with safety and accuracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General Operating Rules 

While operating the tractor, contestants must: 

1. Operate the tractor smoothly and under control. 

2. Avoid sudden or unnecessarily aggressive starts and stops. 

3. Maintain a safe speed at all times. 

4. Reduce speed before turning. 

5. Avoid excessively sharp turns that could cause the tractor or trailer to contact an 
obstacle. 

6. Keep the tractor in appropriate gear while moving. 

7. Avoid unnecessary clutch riding or slipping, when applicable. 

8. Avoid unnecessary use of the brakes. 

9. Remain seated in the designated operator's position while operating the tractor. 

10. Never allow another person to ride on the tractor, drawbar, trailer, or implement. 

11. Follow the designated course at all times. 

12. Follow all instructions given by contest officials. 

13. Maintain awareness of judges, volunteers, spectators, equipment, and other hazards. 

 

DIVISIONS: 

Middle School (6th-8th Grade) 

High School (9th-12th Grade)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2026 TRACTOR DRIVING CONTEST RULES & ENTRY 

 

CONTESTANT: 

FIRST NAME:________________________LAST NAME: _______________ 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________ 

CITY: ________________ STATE _________ZIP:________________ 

PHONE: _____________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________ 

BIRTHDATE: _________________________ 

AGE AS FOR FAIR: _______ 

DIVISION: 

Middle School (6th-8th Grade) ______________ 

High School (9th-12th Grade) ______________ 

All signatures are mandatory for entry form to be valid. I have read and understand the 
Rules and Regulations and agree to abide by said rules. I hereby affirm that all 
statements on this entry form are true and correct.  

CONTESTANT SIGNATURE _____________________________DATE___________ 

 I certify that I have complete knowledge of this entry and authorize my child to enter 
this activity.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE _______________________ DATE_________ 
 

 

 



A COMPLETED HOLD HARMLESS MUST BE ATTACHED 2026 TRACTOR 
DRIVING CONTEST HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

As an exhibitor/participant, parent or legal guardian, I understand the potential of 
injury during the Tractor Driving Contest at the Hillsborough County Fair. We 
(contestant, parent, legal guardian), agree to assume all responsibility for injury that may 
occur. We further agree to release the following of any and all liability whatsoever: 1) 
Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc.  2) Greater Hillsborough County 
Fair Association Board of Directors 3) Hillsborough County Board of County 
Commissioners  

Release of Liability: In consideration of the Greater Hillsborough County Fair 
Authority’s action in allowing me, or my child, to participate in this activity, the 
undersigned acknowledges that the program may involve participation in exercises 
which may be physically demanding and may subject the participant to stress, anxiety, 
and possible physical hazards, not all of which can be foreseen. It is fully understood that 
reasonable precautions will be taken to always protect the participant. In consideration 
of the benefits of participating in the program, the undersigned does hereby.  

 

CONTESTANT SIGNATURE _____________________________DATE___________ 

 I certify that I have complete knowledge of this entry and authorize my child to enter 
this activity.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE _______________________ DATE_________ 

 

 

 

Mail entry to  

Hillsborough County Fair 

PO Box 100 

Sydney, FL 33587 

Or Email to: office@hillsboroughcountyfair.com 


